A DIVIDED HEART…A DIVIDED NATION – LESSON 7
“What Keeps Me from a Divided Heart?”

Kay Arthur, Teacher


A divided heart…a divided kingdom.  That is our subject, and you have seen the reality of that, as you have done your homework this week and discussed it in your Precept class.  As you have looked at it, I hope that you have remembered what I shared with you—that, in a sense, the heart is central command.  It is the command headquarters.  It is the thing that governs us.  As you look at the heart, there is another thing that I think you need to see.  I think is comes out so clearly in the way the Lord lays out the text for us, especially in 1 Kings 12 and 13.  I think the principle is this: if the heart is the command headquarters, so to speak, if it is central control, then what are the governing principles by which central control is to operate?  I think the two governing principles come out as we look at this lesson.


First, you should love the Lord with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.  We saw that this is one of the reasons that Solomon failed, because he have a divided heart.  He didn’t love the Lord with all of his heart, and, consequently, with all of his soul, and with all of his might, etc.  He had a divided heart. 


The second governing principle is that you live by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.  That is the governing principle of this heart.  How am I going to check the affections of my heart?  How am I going to check the desires of my heart?  How am I going to check, in a sense, the reasonings of my heart (because in the Jewish mind, they thought with their heart)?  “As a man thinketh in his heart…”, so they saw the connection with that.  So how am I going to apply these governing principles to my heart so that I am not deceived in my heart, so I am not led astray?


As I read through Chronicles and Kings (two chapters in Chronicles this week and two chapters in Kings), and as I prayed about them, and meditated on them, I thought, “I love what He is doing in Kings,” because I think He is showing us a principle about the word of the Lord.  This is a phrase that is mentioned numerous times.  It is mentioned about 245 (or 254, I forget which) times in the whole Bible---“the word of the Lord, the word of the Lord, the word of the Lord.”  Two hundred and thirty-two (232) of those times are in the Old Testament.  Look at “the word of the Lord,” and look at what Jesus said.  Go to John 14, and we will see these two principles together, and then we are going to see them and how they are played out in Kings and what we have studied this week.

John 14:21 says, “‘He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me;’” [This is not a New Testament doctrine; it is an Old Testament doctrine.  All the way through the Scriptures, He has given us His commandments, and we are to obey those commandments.  We are to listen to those commandments.  This is the way we show our love of God.  So Jesus, in essence, summarizes it.  “‘He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him.’ (22) Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, ‘Lord, what then has happened that You are going to disclose Yourself to us, and not to the world?’ (23) Jesus answered and said to him, ‘If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word;’” [He will guard My word; he will keep My word.] ‘and My Father will love him, and We will come to him, and make Our abode with him. (24) He who does not love Me does not keep My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who sent me.’” [In other words, this isn’t something that I have come up with.  This is what the Father has told Me to tell you.]

In John 5, one of the things that we see about Jesus is that the works that the Father did are the works that He (Jesus) did.   The words that the Father spoke are the words that Jesus spoke.  So Jesus was always, totally, completely, absolutely in sync with the Father.  He never did anything independently of the Father.  His heart was set on God.  He loved the Father, and it talks about His love of the Father.  He would go away, and He would spend time with the Father, and He would pray, and they would have their time together, because He loved the Father.  He got His orders from God.  He was God, God in the flesh, but He was demonstrating to us how we are to live.  We see from this that we are to live by the word of God.


Go to Deuteronomy 8:3.  Remember, Deuteronomy is the giving of the Law to those who survived the wandering in the wilderness, just as they prepare to cross over and to take possession of the land.  He is talking to them about the commandments.  (1) “‘All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord swore to give to your fathers.  (2) And you shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.’” [So, if I am going to love the Lord with all my heart, I show that love by keeping His commandments.] (3) “And He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know,” [Every morning they would go out and gather the manna.  That was their food for the day.] “that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord.”


What are you and I holding?  We are holding a book that proceeds from the mouth of God.  As we look at this book, and as we look at the way God lays out 1 Kings 12 and 1 Kings 13, He wants us to see an overriding principle in those two chapters.  I believe that He wants us to see this, and that is why He throws in this, in a sense, weird story, this weird story about a prophet with a message, that goes and delivers the message, and then listens to another prophet who is lying to him.  Consequently, he ends up dead.  Why does God tell us this story?  When God gave us all these words, and He put them in a book, He has a point that He wants us to get.  He has something that He doesn’t want us to miss.  Whenever you open the word of God, you want to look and say, “Okay, what are You telling me about Yourself?  What can I learn about You from this?  What can I learn about Your character?  What can I learn about Your ways?  What are You telling me about man?  What are you telling me about this man, because the Bible is all about the redemption of man—body, soul, and spirit—the whole redemption of man.  What are You telling me and showing me about man that I can learn, that I, in turn, can apply to my life, so that I live by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”  This is what I want us to look at.

I want us to look at what He wants us to see, I believe.  (He wants us to see other things, but just for this session, what does He want us to see in these chapters?)  He wants us to see the importance of the fact that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.  To show you that, I want to go back to 1 Kings 11.  Ahijah has come to Jeroboam (a servant of Solomon).  Was he a good servant?  Yes, in fact, he and Solomon were doing very well in their relationship until this moment.  God has told Solomon, “I am going to take away the kingdom from you.  I am going to tear away the kingdom, because you have not listened to Me.  You have not obeyed My word.  You have allowed your heart to go after other gods.  You have broken, in a sense, My commandments.  ‘Thou shall have no other gods before Me.’ You have not followed My commandments.”

So Ahijah comes to Jeroboam, and tells him what is going to happen. He takes off his cloak; he tears it into twelve pieces.  He hands ten to Jeroboam, and he tell him what is going to happen.  (31) “And he said to Jeroboam, ‘Take for yourself ten pieces; for thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, “Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and give you ten tribes. (32) (but he will have one tribe, for the sake of My servant David” [What is that one tribe that he will have?  It is the tribe of Benjamin.  He is of the tribe of Judah, and he is going to have the tribe of Benjamin.] “and for the sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen from all the tribes of Israel), (33) because they have forsaken Me,” [Not just Solomon, but we have seen that a divided heart leads to a divided kingdom.  When your heart is divided toward God, and you are not loving Him with all your heart, and you are not following Him fully with all your heart, then it impacts others.  It impacts others, because we, in this world, have an influence on others.  This is why God says in Romans 1, that “the wrath of God is poured out against all men who suppress the truth in their ungodliness.” [In other words, God made them to reveal Him.  He made them in His image.  When they suppress that image, then they are a bad example, an infection, so to speak, within a society.  So He is going to pour out His wrath against all those who suppress the truth of God in their ungodliness—from what God had wanted for them.]  


And he tells what they have done—they have followed these gods. (33b) “and they have not walked in My ways, doing what is right in My sight and observing My statutes and My ordinances, as his father David did. (34) Nevertheless, I will not take the whole kingdom out of his hand, but I will make him ruler all the days of his life, for the sake of My servant David whom I chose, who observed My commandments and My statutes; (35) but I will take the kingdom from his son’s hand and give it to you, even ten tribes.” [Is He making it very clear what He is going to do?  Yes, He is making it specific—“I am going to take ten tribes; I am going to give them to you.  I am going to leave one because of  My servant David.  Why?  I am God, and I watch over My word to fulfill it.  This is what I have said, and I will stand by My word.  I am going to be true to David.”]

(36) “‘But to his son I will give one tribe, that My servant David may have a lamp always before Me in Jerusalem, the city where I have chosen for Myself to put My name. (37) And I will take you, and you shall rule over whatever you desire, and you shall be king over Israel.’” [This is God speaking.  This is the word of God.  Jeroboam is hearing this awesome promise from God.] (38) “‘Then it will be, that if you listen to all that I command you (My commandments) and walk in My ways, and do what is right in My sight by observing My statutes and My commandments, as My servant David did, then I will be with you and build you an enduring house as I built for David, and I will give Israel to you.’” [In other words, I am going to give you a house like I promised David a house, and that house will continue from generation to generation to generation.  As there is a house of David, so there will be a house of Jeroboam.  All you have to do is obey.  I promised, and that is what I will do.] (39) “‘Thus I will afflict the descendants of David for this, but not always.’ (40) Solomon sought therefore to put Jeroboam to death.’”


Now watch what happens in Chapter 12:1.  “Then Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel had come to Shechem to make him king.” [What is significant about Shechem?  And where is Shechem?  If this is a map, and this is the Sea of Galilee, and that is the Jordan River, and this is the Dead Sea, and Jerusalem is here, and Samaria is here.  There is Mount Gerazim and Mount Ebal, and Shechem is right here.  Shechem is where God appeared to Abraham, and promised him that He was going to give him this land.  So this is a significant place.  It is kind of like, in a sense, a covenant spot, isn’t it?  Then this is where Jacob settled; this is where Joseph’s bones were buried, and he said, where he was in Egypt, “Take my bones out, and bury them at Shechem.”  This is also, when they crossed the Jordan River, and they entered into the land, they were to stand between Mount Ebal and Mount Gerazim, and proclaim the blessings and the cursings of Deuteronomy, the blessings for obedience, and the cursings for disobedience.  That is where Shechem was, and it was a very significant place.  Anybody that knows their history, and knows the geography that goes with that history, says, “Here is Rehoboam, and he is being anointed king, so to speak, at this significant place, Shechem.”  When they think of Shechem, and they are standing there, because all of Israel has come.  They have come from the north; they have come from across the Jordan.  They have come from the south, and they have all gathered together there, and they remember that this is where the blessings were given for obedience, and the cursings were given for disobedience.  The set up is incredible.]


(2) “Now it came about when Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard of it, that he was living in Egypt…” (3) “Then they sent and called him, and Jeroboam and all the assembly of Israel came and spoke to Rehoboam, saying,” [“Your father made has really made it hard on us.  Please don’t make it hard.’  But Rehoboam, instead of listening to the counselors (the older men and the wiser men) listened to his peers, and he said, “Listen, my little finger is thicker than my father’s loins.”  It was quite a statement!  He was saying, “I am going to make it so hard on you,” and as a result there is a division.]  

(15) “So the king did not listen to the people;” [This is a key phrase—it is used twice in this passage.]

“for it was a turn of events from the Lord, that He might establish His word,” [As Jeroboam is watching this, and as Jeroboam sees the results of this, he should think, “Oh, this is what God is doing.  He is establishing His word,” because Jeroboam knows what God is going to do.  God has told it to him.  God is showing, at this point, this truth that was written (possibly) by Solomon, from Proverbs 21:1.]


Proverbs 21:1, “The king’s heart is like channels of water in the hand of the Lord; He turns it wherever He wishes.” [He is saying, “The reason Rehoboam didn’t listen is because of Me.  This turn of events is from Me, because this is what I spoke.”  Jeroboam, at that point, should have automatically said, “This is God’s hand.  He is doing exactly what He said,” which ought to have given him affirmation in the path that he is going to take.]

1 Kings 12:16, “When all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king, saying, ‘What portion do we have in David?  We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse; to your tents, O Israel!  Now look after your own house, David!’” [I want you to see something.  Are they doing what is right?  We know that it is a turn of events from God, but just from the human perspective, are they doing what is right?  No, because God has made it very clear, through David, to the people of the kingdom, and to Solomon, that this is to be a united kingdom, and this kingdom of Israel is to have someone from the house of David to sit on that throne forever.  We look at the divine side—but we also look at the human side.  The human side is, “They are doing what is wrong.”  I want you to see this—they are doing what is wrong.  They are not saying, “Okay, God is sovereign.  He has allowed this; He has a purpose in this, and we are going to go along with it.”  They are not saying that.  So they are in rebellion.  And you know that they are in rebellion, because, look at v. 18.]


(18) “Then King Rehoboam sent Adoram, who was over the forced labor, and all Israel stoned him to death.” [Were they right in stoning him to death?  No, they were taking the blood of an innocent man, and they were putting an innocent man (who was under orders) to death by stoning him, and they were not allowed to do that.  You have this northern kingdom in rebellion against God—in rebellion against His leadership, in rebellion against these people.] (17b) “So Israel departed to their tents.”  (17) “But as for the sons of Israel who lived in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them.” 

Now go to 2 Chronicles 11, because I want to pick up one thing from 2 Chronicles 11 that we really are not told in Kings.  I want us to see (in v. 13) that he takes the southern part of the kingdom, except you know that Simeon goes north, and all these other things.  (13) “Moreover, the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel stood with him (Rehoboam) from all their districts.” [It is talking here about how Rehoboam lived in Jerusalem.  In v. 12, he held Judah, and he held Benjamin, but the priests and the Levites who were in all Israel (because remember, they were interspersed in cities around the land), but they stood with Rehoboam, which shows you that they knew what was right.] (14) “For the Levites left their pasture lands and their property and came to Judah and Jerusalem,” [They were willing to be obedient, no matter what it cost them.  They were going to be obedient to the word of God.] “for Jeroboam and his sons had excluded them from serving as priests to the Lord. (15) And he set up priests of his own for the high places, for the satyrs, and for the calves which he had made. (16) And those from all the tribes of Israel who set their hearts on seeking the Lord God of Israel, followed them to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the Lord God of their fathers.  (17) And they strengthened the kingdom of Judah and supported Rehoboam the son of Solomon for three years, for they walked in the way of David and Solomon for three years.” [So you see a remnant that is going to be faithful, because they are seeking God with all their hearts.  Even if they have to leave their pastures, even if they have to leave their land, even if they have to leave their friends, they are going to come down and they are going to do what is right.]

Now go back to 1 Kings 12, and remember that Rehoboam wants to go to war against the kingdom of Israel.  (22) “But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of God, saying, (23) ‘Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the house of Judah and Benjamin and to the rest of the people, saying, (24) “Thus says the Lord, ‘You must not go up and fight against your relatives the sons of Israel; return every man to his house, for this thing has come from Me.’”’ [I am not going to fight them.  I am not going to fight.  They bow their knee; it shows their heart, their heart to be obedient to God, their heart to not lean to their own understanding.] “So they listened to the word of the Lord,” [If you read from v. 24 through Chapter 13, you hear “the word of the Lord, the word of the Lord, the word of the Lord.”  That is why it is good many time to read the word of God out loud, and why it is good to mark.  Otherwise, you might just read it quickly, and not realize that God wants us to get the message.  That message is: It is the word of the Lord that you are to obey with all your heart.]


(24b) “So they listened to the word of the Lord, and returned and went their way according to the word of the Lord.” [They listened, and they obeyed.  It is one thing to hear; it is another thing to obey.  You are listening to the word of God.  You are listening to it as you study the word.  Are you doing according to the word of God?  Is your heart…the governing principle of a heart as your command center, as your headquarters, as your central control of all that you do, that is to be governed by the word of God.  So you listen to the word of God, and you set your heart on obeying the word of God.] (25) “Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and lived there.” [So he went to Shechem.] “And he went out from there and built Penuel. (26) And Jeroboam said in his heart, ‘Now the kingdom will return to the house of David. (27) If this people go up to offer sacrifices in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will return to their lord, even to Rehoboam king of Judah; and they will kill me and return to Rehoboam king of Judah.’ (28) So the king consulted, and made two golden calves...” [What is the problem here?  The problem is that God has spoken.  God has proven His word; He has divided the kingdom.  He has kept Rehoboam from coming up against them, because surely he knew how Rehoboam had amassed these people, and now he has leaned to his own understanding.]

Proverbs 3:5-6—I learned that as a baby Christian.  I was so awed when I found those verses.  (5) “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.” [What was he doing?  He was leaning on his own understanding.  He began to reason against the word of God.  He began to suppose things that had not happened—and sometimes we do that.] (6) “In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.” [Think of the promise that Jeroboam had.  Think of what he could have had, if only he had believed God.  If only he had said, “The word of the Lord has spoken, and this is it, and I am going to grab on to it, and I am going to hang on to it.  I am not going to let it go, and I am going to watch God do His thing.  I am going to watch God turn events in order to accomplish everything that He said.”  All this man had to do was believe God, and he had it made.  All you and I have to do is believe God.]

Hebrews 11:6.  “Without faith it is impossible to please God, for he who comes to God must believe that He is,” [He is what?  He is God!  And because He is God, He can watch over His word to perform it.  Because He is God, He cannot lie.  Because He is God, as it has been spoken, so it will come to pass.] “and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” [How are you to seek Him?  With all your heart.]


Go to Psalm 119:1.  “How blessed are those whose way is blameless, who walk in the law of the Lord. (2) How blessed are those who observe His testimonies, who seek Him with all their heart.” [Then he goes on and talks about how they are going to walk.] (7) “I shall give thanks to You with uprightness of heart, when I learn Your righteous judgments.  (8) I shall keep Your statues;” [As you go through Precept, you ought to say, “Lord, I am opening Your book.  I want to learn about You; I want to learn about man; and as I learn about You, I want to keep Your statues.  I want to keep Your judgments.”] (9) “How can a young man keep his way pure?  By keeping it according to Your word. (10) With all my heart I have sought You; do not let me wander from Your commandments. (11) Your word I have treasured in my heart, that I may not sin against You.” [That is the reason David was a man after God’s own heart, because his heart was set on God.  When he wandered, God brought him back, because He saw His heart.]

Go to Proverbs 16:25.  While we are there, we will look at this verse also, in respect to what we have just seen.  This describes Jeroboam.  (25) “There is a way which seems right to a man,” [He was reasoning in his heart, in the wrong way.  He had his control center, but he didn’t follow the governing principles of the control center.  One of the governing principles is that you operate according to the word of God.  You never go off target.] “but its end is the way of death.” [Is that what happens to Jeroboam?  Yes.  We are going to see it.]


Go to 1 Kings 12:28.  “So the king consulted, and made two golden calves, and he said to them, ‘It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem’” [It is just too much for you to go up to Jerusalem.  Jerusalem is high.  It is the city of Zion; it is set on a hill, so it is always “up” to Jerusalem.] “‘behold your gods, O Israel, that brought you up from the land of Egypt.’” [Watch—here are people that, when Rehoboam didn’t do what they wanted, then they turned away from the word of the Lord, which said that a son of David was to sit on the throne of Israel.  They walked their own way.  When Rehoboam sent that man, what did they do?  They stoned him; they walked their own way.  Now he is saying to them, “Hey, it is too much for you to go to Jerusalem.  Here are two golden calves.  And, by the way, I will put one clear up in Dan (because Dan is now living to the north), and I will put the other one in Bethel, and you can go there.  And not only that, but my goodness, we don’t need those Levitical priests.  We will have our own priests.  And do you know what, we will have a great feast, and we will have that feast, not in the seventh month, it is better in the eighth month.  So we are going to do that.”  And the people, the minute he made the golden calves, the minute they introduced them, if they had been obedient to Deuteronomy 13, then they would have picked up the stones and stoned him.  Deuteronomy 13:6-11 says, “If anyone comes to you, and they say, ‘These are your gods,’ then you are to stone them to death.”  They stoned a man for the wrong reason.  They wanted a religion that is convenient—and this is what is happening today in the churches when they are ordaining homosexual priests and homosexual ministers when they have a church.  They tell them that homosexuality is all right.  Lesbianism is all right; adultery is all right; abortion is all right.  It is too much for you to obey those strict commandments of God.  It is just too much for you.  God doesn’t really mean that.  You don’t understand.  So they take the Scriptures, and they twist them.  They distort the word of God.  What is wrong?  Central command is not holding to the governing principles of that central command.  The governing principles are: love of God and obedience to His commandments.  The two go together.  If you love Him, you obey Him.  If you obey Him, you are showing that you love Him.  Period—that is it!  Those are the two governing principles, and they are not doing that.

Look at v. 33.  “Then he went up to the altar which he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth day in the eighth month, even in the month which he had devised in his own heart; and he instituted a feast for the sons of Israel,” [He had devised it, where?  In his heart, instead of getting it from the word of God, which is to be the governing principle of central command/ central headquarters/central control (whatever you want to call it).  The heart has to be in sync with the word of God if it is going to be a heart that is after God.  We have got to live by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.  So what do you see him doing?  He is despising the word of the Lord, and he is devising his own brand of worship.  That is what has happened today.  You look at all the churches, collectively, in the United States of America, and you put them in a big pot.  You can say that the majority of them have despised the word of God.  You would go back to this doctrine that came over from Germany, this doctrine of the higher criticism, where they begin to doubt.  They put a question mark, for the first time in history, over the veracity of the word of God.  It started, I think, in about the 1500-1600’s.  “It is the very words that come out of the mouth of God,”and they said, “No.  It is not.”]  


I just sat with someone that is my kin, and he was saying, “Oh, Honey.  You just don’t understand.  The Bible is not what you think.  It is not the word of God.”  I said, “Remember, you are the one that brought up this conversation.”  In 2 Samuel 12:9, God says to David, through Nathan the prophet, “You have despised the word of the Lord.”  Because he disobeyed God; he committed adultery.  He disobeyed God; he put Uriah to death.  “You have despised the word of the Lord.”

Isaiah 5:24 says, “Therefore, as a tongue of fire consumes stubble, and dry grass collapses into the flame, so their root will become like rot and their blossom blow away as dust; for they have rejected the law of the Lord of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.” [That is exactly what happens to Jeroboam, and it is exactly what happens to the northern kingdom, because out of convenience, out of a religion that is convenient instead of a religion that adheres to the word of God, they have despised it, and they are going to rot as the result of it.]

Now you come to Chapter 13, and you see the word of the God mentioned over and over again.  (1) “Now behold, there came a man of God” [I want you to see this, because there is warning here.] “from Judah to Bethel by the word of the Lord, while Jeroboam was standing by the altar to burn incense. (2) And he cried against the altar by the word of the Lord,” [And you are going to see this prophecy that you have already studied come to pass.  So it is the word of the Lord] (5) “The altar also was split apart and the ashes were poured out from the altar, according to the sign which the man of God had given by the word of the Lord.” [He is giving this word of the Lord to Jeroboam, and he is telling Jeroboam, “This is what is going to happen.”  Jeroboam is furious.  He puts out his hand, and says,] “‘Seize him.’” [Then he looks at his hand, and he sees the judgment of God on his hand.  It dries up, just like that verse that we saw, and the altar split apart.]


(6) “Then the king said to the man of God, ‘Please entreat the Lord you God, and pray for me, that my hand may be restored to me.’  So the man of God entreated the Lord, and the king’s hand was restored to him, and it became as it was before. (7) Then the king said to the man of God, ‘Come home with me and refresh yourself, and I will give you a reward.’” [Look at the change of events, because this man has just prayed for his healing.  So the king now has another opportunity to see the veracity of the word of the Lord.]

(8) “But the man of God said to the king, ‘If you were to give me half your house I would not go with you, nor would I eat bread or drink water in this place. (9) For so it was commanded me by the word of the Lord, saying, “You shall eat no bread, nor drink water, nor return by the way which you came.”’ (10) So he went another way,” 


And you know the story—and old prophet hears about it.  I just want you to see that this is a man of God who hears the word of God, who makes the journey, who does what God tells him to do, not fearing the face of the king, and not going after the favor of the king, in exchange for obedience to God.  This is a man of God.  We have to watch, because, sometimes, out of the desire to be with people in political places and high places, then we have a tendency to want to compromise the word of God.  When we have that tendency, what is happening?  Our heart is getting a little crack in it.  It is dividing, because we have got to hold to the word of God.  But now this prophet comes to him (in v. 15), and says, “Come home with me and eat bread.” (16) “And he said, ‘I cannot return with you, nor go with you, nor will I eat bread or drink water with you in this place. (17) For a command came to me by the word of the Lord,’” [See—it is over and over again.] “‘You shall eat no bread, nor drink water there; do not return by going the way which you came.’ (18) And he said to him, ‘I also am a prophet like you, and an angel spoke to me by the word of the Lord, saying, ‘Bring him back with you to your house, that he may eat bread and drink water.’  But he lied to him.” [Here was a prophet lying to another prophet.  What did the man of God do?  He went home with him.  He broke the word of God, because he got another message, and he believed that message—although that message contradicted what God had told him.  If God had told him, “Don’t go home,” God could have told him also, “There is a prophet that is going to come.”  But God just told him; all he needed to know was what God said.]

(20) “Now it came about, as they were sitting down at the table, that the word of the Lord came to the prophet who had brought him back; (21) and he cried to the man of God who came from Judah, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Because you have disobeyed the command of the Lord, and have not observed the commandment which the Lord your God commanded you,”’” [What did that guy do?  You need to listen; you need to learn, because he violated the governing principles of the control center of a heart that is set on God.  He violated it, because he listened to a message that was contrary to the word of God that was given to him, although the man said it was from God.   Do you know how you can turn on your television today, and hear all these messages, all these prophesies, all these words from the Lord, all these dreams, all these visions, all these revelations?  How do you know if they are right?  “Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes out of the mouth of God.”]

Go to Jeremiah 23, and read Jeremiah all the way through.  He talks about the word of the Lord, and in v. 16, he says, “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who are prophesying to you.  They are leading you to futility; they speak a vision of their own imagination, not from the mouth of the Lord.”  (18) “But who has stood in the council of the Lord, that he should see and hear His word?  Who has given heed to His word and listened?” (22) “But if they stood in My council, then they would have announced My words to My people, and would have turned them back from their evil way.”  (28) “‘The prophet who has a dream may relate his dream, but let him who has My word speak My word in truth.  What does straw have in common with grain?’” [In other words, these dreams, these visions, these other things, are straw compared to what the word of God has.  And you and I have a complete revelation of God.]


Look at what happens to him.  1 Kings 13:26 says, “Now when the prophet who brought him back from the way heard it, he said, ‘It is the man of God, who disobeyed the command of the Lord; therefore…” [Catch the “therefore.”  Here is man who was dead, who has disobeyed the command of the Lord.] “therefore the Lord has given him to the lion, which has torn him and killed him, according to the word of the Lord which He spoke to him.” [He has given him to the lion.]

Go to 1 Peter 5:8.  “Be of sober spirit, be on the alert.  Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  (9) But resist Him, firm in your faith,” [Here is a false prophet that is lying to him, and it goes against the word of God.  You will be safe; you will be secure; you will be strong; you will be able to stand firm in your faith, if you hold on to the word of God.  The reason that so many people are tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine, and ears being tickled by those with these false prophesies and these dreams and these visions is because they don’t have a heart that is fully set on God.  If your heart is fully set on God, then you are going to be a man or a woman of the book.  (Sorry, but I just believe that, because you have got to know the word of God.)  It is according to the word of God.  He says, “You resist this lion.”  The way that prophet would have kept from being devoured by the lion, so to speak, would be by resisting the word of that false prophet, and standing firm in his faith.  This is what he is saying.]


Jesus Christ, when He combated the enemy, said, “It is written…it is written…it is written.” “Man does not live by bread alone.”  Hebrews 1 says, “God…in these last days has spoken to us in His Son.”  In 2:1, he says, “Therefore, you had better listen to Him.”  God has spoken, and when we don’t listen, our heart becomes divided and our kingdom, in a sense, becomes divided.  Here the word of the Lord.  Know that it is God’s word.  Know it for yourself, and then don’t deviate from it, no matter what anyone else says.  Don’t follow dreams; don’t follow visions; don’t listen to the prophesies.  Listen to the word of God, because it is out of the mouth of God, and it can be trusted.

Let’s pray.  Father, thank You.  Thank You for Your word.  We thank You, Father, that it has been given, it has been sealed, it has been completed, and we are to live by every word that You have recorded there.  I pray, Father, that this lesson of Jeroboam and Rehoboam would ever be before us, and the lesson from the man of God, the prophet who did well until he listened to a contrary message.  Father, when we do that, it just ends up in being devoured by the lion, the roaring lion, who is a liar, who is the father of lies, who abides not in the truth, who is a murderer from the beginning.  So Father, may we not be slain by him, but instead, may we whip out our two-edged sword, and may we then put to death the enemy and all his tactics.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.
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