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David the king was nearing the end of his life.  Who would rule in his place?  Would the desire and ambitions of men, the scheming of mankind’s own thinking, decide who would rule?  Or would it be the Lord’s choice, the Lord’s anointed?  If you studied 2 Samuel with us, you know that David was the man that God had chosen to replace Saul as king, and he ruled for 40 years, a man after God’s own heart.  Now, as we begin our study of 1 Kings, which son, which of all the sons that David had would rule in his place?  Would it be Solomon, as God had chosen?  Or would another try to take his place?  

As we look at 1 Kings 1 and 2, we know that David’s son Adonijah thought that he could decide who would be king.  The same kind of thing had happened to David many years before, when his son Absalom thought he could decide.  And perhaps his son Adonijah was emboldened by Absalom’s attempt.  Perhaps he thought, “I can do better.  I know what went wrong with Absalom, and I can figure out how to do it better.”  Perhaps he thought, “It really matters who my allies are.  If I can get Joab the general of David’s army, and perhaps the priests to come alongside me, maybe that would be strong enough to overcome David in taking the throne away from his son whom the Lord had chosen.  


As we open 1 Kings, and look at Chapters 1 and 2, we are at the end of David’s life.  It is the transition.  We know that the text tells us who should be the king.  We know that there were enemies that David had.  What would become of them?  What would happen to these characters whose names have become familiar as we have studied?  In your lesson, we looked at James 3, and talked about wisdom.  In Chapters 3 and 4 of 1 Kings, we know that Solomon would gain wisdom from God, unlike any other man ever had, and that will be the focus of our next lesson.  But we know in James that there are two kinds of wisdoms.  James 3 talks about wisdom that is from above, and wisdom that is of this world.  The wisdom of this world is filled with jealousy and strife and selfish ambition.  And doesn’t that describe Adonijah, son of David, his selfish ambition to become the king, the one who would be the successor to the beloved David?  God had promised David a house.  One would rule after him and sit on the throne after him from the descendants, the lineage of David, and Adonijah was thinking, “It should be me.  After all, I am the next oldest after Absalom.  I should have the birthright, the right to rein.”

Yet we also know that that is not the way that God operates.  If we went back in our memories, all the way back in Genesis, and started thinking about that, did not Isaac have an older brother Ishmael?  But that was not God’s choice.  And did not Jacob have an older brother Esau?  But that was not God’s choice.  So just because Solomon might be actually tenth in line in terms of age and birth order, God could still choose Solomon, and even though Adonijah may be the oldest surviving son of the sons of David, that may not be God’s choice.  So we can ask ourselves, what is the lesson in there for us?  Is there something about God choosing, as opposed to man’s way of deciding?  “Well, I am the oldest; I was here first.  And who are you to take this throne that is rightfully mine?”  


You know, we can get caught up in the same kind of thing with selfish ambition.  Hebrews 12:14-15 says, “Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.  (15) See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled.”  You see, that was the problem with Absolum.  There was a bitterness, a root of bitterness that grew up in him over what he thought were injustices, that he had not been treated fairly, as David’s son.  And perhaps this influenced Adonijah as well.  We know for a fact that it was no secret that Solomon was to be the heir to the throne.  It was clear in the Scripture.

Turn with me to 1 Chronicles 28:5.  This is something (if you did our 2 Samuel/1 Chronicles course) that was in one of the last lessons of that course, where we were looking at the transition as David was preparing for the building of the temple, and giving instructions for everything that should be done, telling the people how they should help Solomon his son.  He made it very clear there.  (5) “And of all my sons (for the Lord has given me many sons), He (God) has chosen my son Solomon to sit on the throne of the kingdom of the Lord over Israel.” [David is making this speech in front of all of Israel.  Certainly Adonijah would know who God had chosen.]

In 1Chronicles 29:1, it says it again.  (1) “Then King David said to the entire assembly, ‘My son Solomon, whom alone God has chosen,’” [He is speaking to the whole of Israel.  Would they not know who the chosen king would be?  How could they then follow Adonijah?  How would Adonijah have any credibility at all?  What could Adonijah do that would establish himself as the rightful heir?  Could he find a way, perhaps, of causing Bathsheba to actually transfer authority, and help him in his quest to become king--the schemes of man with selfish ambition?  Or would God’s choice prevail?]


Solomon was the choice of God, and Adonijah was as wrong in his thinking as Absalom had been many years before, thinking he could maneuver his way into power, that’s God’s plan would not be followed through, according to God’s power and purposes.  Absalom, if we went back to 2 Samuel, decided that the way to gain power was by winning over the people to his cause.  In other words, he was much like the modern politician who is going to get votes.  “Listen, here is my plan and program for all of Israel.  If you will vote for me, I will be able to give you this, that, and the other kind of thing.”  That is the modern electoral method of having leaders of countries.  In fact, if you will turn back to 2 Samuel 15, I will refresh your memories (if you have done the course, and if you have not done the course, it is good background to understand Adonijah), because I think Absalom was the sort of school that Adonijah went through.  Absalom’s older brother Amnon had fallen in love with Absalom’s sister.  He had raped her.  Adonijah had Amnon, David’s oldest son, killed for that, and Absalom now has this fear that, “I have gone and murdered my older brother.  What will David do to me?”  So he runs away; he flees from David.  He hides; David sends for him.  Absalom has been gone for about three years, living with relatives away from Jerusalem, out of David’s reach, sort of in protection.  

In 2 Samuel 15:1 it says, “And it came about that after this that Absalom provided for himself a chariot and horses, and fifty men as runners before him.  (2) And Absalom used to rise early and stand beside the way to the gate; and it happened that when any man had a suit to come to the king for judgment, Absalom would call to him and say, ‘From what city are you?’  And he would say, ‘Your servant is from one of the tribes of Israel.’  (3) Then Absalom would say to him, ‘See, your claims are good and right, but no man listens to you on the part of the king.’” [What he is sowing in the hearts of those who came to the king were seeds of doubt that David would not deal with them fairly, that they couldn’t get a fair shake with David the king.  And Absalom has this idea because he didn’t think he had gotten a fair deal from his father David.  Absalom had killed his older brother.  He fled from David and hid for three years.  David had sent for him, brought him back to Jerusalem, but for two years would not call for Absalom to come visit him at the palace.  It took Joab, as an intermediary, to get David to even bring Absalom to him.  Absalom was bitter, and he thought it wasn’t right that David remain king.  So here he undermines his father by saying, “No one listens to you on the part of the king.”]

(4) “Moreover, Absalom would say, ‘Oh that one would appoint me judge in the land, then every man who has any suit or cause could come to me, and I would give him justice.’” [“David my father won’t give justice.  He didn’t give justice to me; he won’t give justice to you.”  He says, “I would be a better king.”]  (5) “And it happened that when a man came near to prostrate himself before him, he would put out his hand and take hold of him and kiss him.” [Endearing himself to this person.  “Oh, here, let me kiss your hand and be your servant.  Hear how I love you.”]


(6) “And in this manner Absalom dealt with all Israel who came to the king (David) for judgment; so Absalom stole away the hearts of the men of Israel.” [Isn’t that just like a politician anyway?  I am not saying that all politicians are bad, but isn’t that a tactic that is used to steal away the hearts—by promising all the things you ever wanted?  “Just vote for me and you can have everything you ever wanted!”  Appealing to the selfish desires and ambition that we have in the flesh.]

So we have to use the wisdom that God gives—the wisdom from above—to discern between the promises of man which are appealing to the flesh, and the promises of God, which will always be right and true and for our own good, even if it is not what we want or desire.  I think those lessons were lost on Absalom.  They were lost on Adonijah as well.  In other words, whatever happened to Absalom didn’t seem to sink in to Adonijah, because here in 1 Kings we have Adonijah trying to usurp the throne that was supposed to be passed from David to Solomon.  So Absalom is trying to take away the throne of David directly; Adonijah is trying to take away from Solomon his right to reign, the chosen successor to David.


One of the things that Absalom did (and this relates to Adonijah, as we will see in a minute) was to take his father’s concubines.  Look in 2 Samuel 16:21.  (21) “And Ahithophel (who was a counselor to David and has become a counselor to Absalom) said to Absalom, ‘Go in to your father’s concubines, whom he has left to keep the house;” [This is after David has fled from Jerusalem.] “then all Israel will hear that you have made yourself odious to your father.  The hands of all who are with you will also be strengthened.’  (22) So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and Absalom went in to his father’s concubines in the sight of all Israel.” [This is as much as saying, “I am taking your wives to be my wives.  Therefore, I have replaced you as the head of this nation.”  That same device actually occurred a little bit earlier.]


Go back to 2 Samuel 3:6.  Just after Saul had died, and before David had consolidated all of his authority in Israel, there was a little bit of competition still, because Saul had a remaining son named Ish-bosheth.  (6) “And it came about while there was war between the house of Saul and the house of David that Abner was making himself strong in the house of Saul.” [Abner was basically the general of Saul’s army.  He was the general of the people who were still loyal to Saul and Saul’s family that had not yet gone over to be followers of David.] (7) “Now Saul had a concubine whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah; and Ish-bosheth said to Abner, ‘Why have you gone in to my father’s concubine?’” [You see, that practice of taking the father’s concubine was the same as saying, “I have taken that person’s place.”  So Abner was trying to say, “I have taken Saul’s place,” by taking Saul’s concubine.  Absalom is saying, “I have taken David’s place,” by taking David’s concubines.]

In 1 Kings we find Adonijah trying the same thing.  He tries exactly the same thing.  Turn back with me to 1 Kings.  David, in his old age, couldn’t stay warm, so they found for himself a beautiful girl, Abishag the Shunammite, and brought her to the king.  She became his nurse and served him.  He didn’t sleep with her in the sense of sexual relations, but she lay with him to keep him warm.  So she was, in fact, his concubine.  What happens in Chapter 2 is that Adonijah goes to Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother.  (17) “Then he said, ‘Please speak to Solomon the king, for he will not refuse you, that he may give me Abishag the Shunammite as a wife.’” [Bathsheba is not thinking all that clearly, and she goes to Solomon, the rightful king there.] (20) “Then she said, ‘I am making one small request of you; do not refuse me.’  And the king said to her, ‘Ask, my mother, for I will not refuse you.’ (21) So she said, ‘Let Abishag the Shunammite be given to Adonijah your brother as a wife.’” [Solomon, with wisdom from above, discerns what is going on. He knows the custom, knows what happened previously with Abner, knows what happened previously with Absalom.] 


(22) “And King Solomon answered and said to his mother, ‘And why are you asking Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah?  Ask for him also the kingdom—for he is my older brother—even for him, for Abiathar the priest, and for Joab the son of Zeruiah!’” [In other words, “Mother, if I give my father David’s concubine to my brother Adonijah it is as if I have turned over the kingdom to him.  That would be the sign that he now is the rightful one to sit on the throne.  We can’t do this!”  That custom, in those days, was important, and everyone understood what that was about.  So it seems like Adonijah has figured out, “If I can trick my way into it, (perhaps I can’t forcefully take my way into it, as Absalom had tried), but maybe with a little intrigue and a littler persuasion, and maybe Bathsheba won’t be up to speed with the implications here.  Maybe she will be fooled, and I can take over by trickery.”  But he knows the concept of the father’s concubine, and taking her as his own wife.  He was consolidating power, trying to become strong, even as Abner and Absalom had been trying.]

Not only was he trying that tactic, but he also was trying the tactic of gathering key advisors.  You remember we read back there that Absalom won over the hearts of the people.  He stole the hearts of the people.  That was his power base.  There were a few others that were with him, if we went back over there to 2 Samuel.  But Adonijah is going to try the same thing.  Instead of gathering the people, he is going to gather some counselors.  Go back to 2 Samuel 15:12, to look at the Absalom example for us, to show how Adonijah is following the pattern that Absalom had set.  (12) “And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite (that is someone from Giloh) David’s counselor, from his city Giloh, while he was offering the sacrifices.  And the conspiracy was strong, for the people increased continually with Absalom.” [So one of Absalom’s tactics was to say, “Here is a man who has been counselor to David.  If I can get the counselor of David to become my counselor, won’t the people see that I should be king, because even the king’s counselor thinks I should be king?”  It is not just the votes of the people, but the votes of the counselor to the king himself.]


Look at 2 Samuel 17:25.  “And Absalom set Amasa over the army in place of Joab.” [Joab was the general of the army under David.  Amasa was replacing him when David fled, so Absalom set Amasa over the army.  So he is bringing in a key figure—the general of the army.  You need a counselor.  Maybe the general of the army to your side would work.  Maybe a priest would work, if you had one of the high priests or one of the powerful or influential priests came over to your side.  Think of the power base that you would have!  It is almost how we go from the primaries to the general election in our presidential campaigns, when we get the other candidates to throw their weight in your direction.  You know, if you can get all the supporters of this candidate to join up with your supporters, then you have more power.  So he says, “We can get the army if we can get the general of the army over here.”  So while Absalom is getting the general of the army, this particular guy, Amasa, (he is also David’s nephew), but there is consolidation of power.  You find the same kind of things happening.  Other people that, perhaps, came to Absalom’s side, to show the pattern that Adonijah is following, are guys like Shimei.  (We will look at him a little bit later here in this lecture.)  

In 2 Samuel 16:5, Shimei (son of Gera) comes cursing.  He said, (7) “Get out, get out, you man of bloodshed, and worthless fellow!  (8) The Lord has returned upon you all the bloodshed of the house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the Lord has given the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom.  And behold, you are taken in your own evil, for you are a man of bloodshed!” [This guy Shimei is trying to dishearten and discourage David, and say, “Look, this is all your own fault.  You don’t rightfully belong as king anymore, because you are such a man of bloodshed.  So God is going to get rid of you.  Just as God got rid of Saul, He can get rid of you, and replace you with your son who is better than you.”’  These kinds of allies that Absalom is gathering become the pattern for Adonijah, sort of jumping on the bandwagon, if you will—using man’s wisdom as opposed to godly wisdom. 

What would Solomon do?  Would Solomon survive the threat from Adonijah?  Would Solomon be able to operate according to the wisdom of God and not according to the wisdom of men?  When Bathsheba came to him (we just looked at it) and said, “How about giving David’s concubine to your brother Adonijah for a wife,” how did Solomon respond?  What kind of wisdom?  He recognized the threat from his brother, and said, “Wait a minute; this is a trick.  You haven’t recognized it, Mother.  This is the thing that would give him legitimacy and a claim to the throne.  We can’t do this.  We can’t give him the throne in this way.”  

How would he then react to those who had come over to his brother’s cause?  What did you learn in 1 Kings 1:5?  (5) “Now Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, ‘I will be king.’  So he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen with fifty men to run before him.  (6) And his father had never crossed him at any time by asking, ‘Why have you done so?’  And he was also a very handsome man; and he was born after Absalom.  (7) And he had conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest; and following Adonijah they helped him.” [Just As Absalom had gathered people to his own cause, had won over the people and counselor Ahithophel and Shimei, and people had jumped on the bandwagon with Absalom. Look at what has happened here.  Has he not followed the pattern, the world’s way, of gaining power?  He has Joab the commander of the army, and Abiathar the priest and they have followed Adonijah.  But not everyone has followed, because Zadok the priest has not, and Benaiah, and Nathan the prophet, and some of the mighty men, but Adonijah is consolidating power.]

What is he gathering?  He is gathering influence, so that the people who would look and see, and say, “Well, gee, Joab is following him.  Maybe I should follow him.”  Or, “Abiathar is following him; maybe I should follow him, because after all, they are our representatives in the army and in the priesthood.”  It is almost as if, we—like them—would say, “Well, you know, my senator is voting for that; my congressman is voting for that.  Maybe it is a good idea.”  We have checked our brains at the door!  All of us are human, and we make mistakes, so even our wonderful elected officials that we admire and respect (whoever they are, wherever we live) are not perfect either, and just because they think something is good does not relieve us of the responsibility of going back to the basic facts and saying, “Is it really good?”  

If everybody had gone back to the basic facts and understood that God had chosen Solomon, would they then be influenced by what Joab thought, or what Abiathar had thought?  No, they would say, “No, those guys are dead wrong.  I won’t follow them.  Why would I be tricked by their mistake, because I know what God says?  So, the principle for us is:  You have to know what God says, and be swayed by that—not by what some other man says, even though we admire and respect, and may have voted for them.  They may be an elected or an appointed official somewhere in leadership over in something that we are active in, and yet we have to think for ourselves and listen to what God says, or we can be led down the wrong path.  We can follow the world’s wisdom.  


It is really interesting that Adonijah, in rebelling and trying to win over support, and actually claiming to be king, and having a feast, and all these kinds of things, and scheming with Abishag the Shunammite.  It is amazing to me that David actually still shows mercy to him.  Look of 1 Kings 1:49.  “Then all the guests of Adonijah were terrified; and they arose and each went on his way” (when they had heard that Solomon had been anointed king).  (50) “And Adonijah was afraid of Solomon. [No wonder!  Solomon has now consolidated his power.  David has made him king; Nathan has anointed him.  He has been declared king—riding on the king’s mule.  He has got all the power.  He is afraid of Solomon.]  


(50) “And Adonijah was afraid of Solomon, and he arose, went and took hold of the horns of the altar.”  [Wherever the altar was.   You have to remember that this is “pre-temple”.  Solomon builds the temple.  There is no temple in Jerusalem at this point.  There is only the tabernacle—wherever it happens to be at the moment.  There is an altar somewhere with horns on the altar that Adonijah runs to and takes hold of.  It is kind of like sanctuary.  How many of you remember The Hunchback of Notre Dame?  Remember, there was this great novel about this hunchback of Notre Dame, this cathedral in Paris.  He claimed what in the church?  “Sanctuary—this is a safe place.  I am free from Esmerelda.”  The same concept is here.  He is running to the altar, holding on to the horns of the altar, and saying, “Sanctuary—I am safe.  As long as I hold on the horns of the altar you can’t touch me.”  He is claiming sanctuary.  “Let me alone.”]


(51) “Now it was told Solomon, saying, ‘Behold, Adonijah is afraid of King Solomon, for behold, he has taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, “Let King Solomon swear to me today that he will not put his servant to death with the sword.”’” [By God’s name, by His altar, swear to me that you will not kill me with the sword.] (52) “And Solomon said, ‘If he will be a worthy man, not one of his hairs will fall to the ground, but if wickedness if found in him, he will die.’ (53) So Solomon sent, and they brought him down from the altar.  And he came and prostrated himself before King Solomon, and Solomon said to him, ‘Go to your house.’” 

David did not condemn him to death; Solomon did not condemn him to death.  Adonijah is actually granted permission to go to his house.  I wonder—if the sequencing, if the chapters are chronological, if we follow the events in Chapters 1 and 2, and say, “The order they are appearing in the verses are actually chronological,” then it is absolutely stunning that it is after he goes to the altar, after Solomon says, ‘Go to your house,’ is when Adonijah comes to Bathsheba and says, “Give me Abishag the Shunammite as a wife.
He has been granted mercy.  He tried to usurp the throne; he was granted mercy, and then he stills tries to trick his way in.  He is afraid for his life at one point, but then he says, “Well, maybe I can just sort of ‘back-door’ this whole thing.  If I get Bathsheba to agree to do this, then I will already have what I want, and it won’t matter what Solomon does.”  Selfish ambition and evil thoughts consume this man.  His one driving goal is to become king, by any means he can think of, driving him toward an evil end, all for his own glory.

There would be justice for Adonijah.  In Chapter 2:23, after this attempt to get Abishag, Solomon says, (23) “Then King Solomon swore by the Lord, saying, ‘May God do so to me and more also, if Adonijah has not spoken this word against his own life.  (24) Now therefore, as the Lord lives, who has established me and set me on the throne of David my father, and who has made me a house as He promised, surely Adonijah will be put to death today.’ (25) So King Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoiada; and he fell upon him (Adonijah) so that he died.” 


There was justice in the end, but it was preceded by mercy.  In thinking about that, in thinking about God, there is always justice, but isn’t there great, great mercy?  Fantastic, fabulous, more-that-we-would-ever imagine mercy!  When you think about it—he has tried to usurp your throne; he goes to the altar, and he gets Solomon to say, “No, I won’t kill you.  You can go to your own house.”  What tremendous mercy!  What an example of God’s forgiveness and second chances to demonstrate faithfulness and loyalty and obedience!  And yet he comes back, and tries to sneak his way around with Bathsheba, and Solomon says (and here is wisdom), “You shall surely die.  You have flaunted your freedom; you have slapped me in the face.  You have taken what I gave you in mercy, and you have just trampled all over it, and said, ‘It is nothing.’  Here is justice—you shall die.”]

So many other characters in the stories that we have with Absalom and with David and with Adonijah here need to be examined in the same light.  Abiathar, if he is a priest and goes over to Adonijah’s cause, as we read in I Kings 1:7, the ones that went with Adonijah, what about him?  What would happen to him?  If we examine who this guy Abiathar is, he has been a friend of David in the past.  He is a descendant of Eli, and when David was fleeing from Saul and needed some help, Abiathar was there to help him.  You can read about that in I Samuel 22.  

In the rebellion of Absalom, what did Abiathar do?  Did he go over to Absalom’s cause, or was he faithful to David?  You can turn back to II Samuel 15, or you can just listen as I read, to refresh our memories on this.  David is crossing over the brook Kidron, going out of the city of Jerusalem.  (24) “Now behold, Zadok also came, and all the Levites with him carrying the ark of the covenant of God.  And they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar came up until all the people had finished passing from the city.  (25) And the king said to Zadok, ‘Return the ark of God to the city.  If I find favor in the sight of the Lord, the He will bring me back again, and show me both it and His habitation.  (26) But if He should say thus, “I have no delight in you,” behold, here I am, let Him do to me as seems good to Him.” (27) The king said also to Zadok the priest, ‘Are you not a seer?  Return to the city in peace and your two sons with you, your son Ahimaaz and Jonathan the son of Abiathar.’” [So Zadok and Abiathar went back into the city, and their two sons reported whatever Zadok and Abiathar said about Absalom, and sent that information to David where he was hiding from Absalom.]


So Abiathar had been a friend of David all along.  Why (can you imagine) would he become a friend of Adonijah?  Why would he turn from David’s, saying, “Solomon shall be my heir who will sit on the throne,” and throw all his support over to Adonijah?  It is hard to understand.  Faithful up to a point, but there must have been some better deal.  What could be the cause of throwing your support to someone who is the enemy of the one you have supported all along?  Perhaps the promise of something he had always wanted—perhaps some material wealth or position of power and respect that he never had.  Perhaps because he wasn’t the high priest, but desired that for himself, and got a promise of that from Adonijah.  This is just a little bit of speculation here, for the text doesn’t clearly say what his motivation was.  Perhaps that enticed him to turn his allegiance.  How very human that sounds, does it not?  The promise of a little more power.  


I have been reading recently a biography of John Adams.  John Adams was the second president of the United States, (the first vice president under George Washington, and the second president of the United States).  As you read the political intrigue of the day, you have never seen mudslinging like what went on those days.  Seriously, you have got to read these biographies of Jefferson and Hamilton and Adams with a little more detail that we will normally get in our normal history books in school to find out the kind of things that were said to try to throw down an opponent—I mean, absolutely untrue, bald-faced lies that wouldn’t happen today.  But it has been going on since the days of Adams and Jefferson and Hamilton and Burr, and all those others that we drag out of the dusty recesses of our memory.  But all to gain power, to gain influence, to gain a position that would lift them up in the eyes of mankind.  I think Abiathar has succumbed to the same temptation here.  

Now what would be just for someone who sought such position?  The justice he gets in 1 Kings 2:26 is this: Solomon tells Abiathar, (26) “‘Go to Anathoth to your own field, for you deserve to die; but I will not put you to death at this time, because you carried the ark of the Lord God before my father David, and because you were afflicted in everything with which my father was afflicted.’  (27) So Solomon dismissed Abiathar from being priest to the Lord, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord, which He had spoken concerning the house of Eli in Shiloh.”  [He showed mercy to Abiathar, in that he did not kill him for his desertion, for his being a turncoat, for his rebellion against what God wanted and whom David had anointed.  He said, “Go to your own house,” but that was still a fulfillment of the prophecy that Eli’s house would be ended, that he would no have priests anymore, because of the evil that his sons had done back in 1 Samuel, during the days of Samuel.]


What about Joab the general of the army?  Joab had been faithful; he had tried to help David with the Absalom affair.  He had stayed faithful, but what was Joab like?  Well, Joab, while he was faithful to David, was also faithful to Joab.  In other words, he never let a little self interest get in the way of doing what he wanted to do, what he thought was right.  If he had a grudge, an axe to grind, against someone, and if it was in his own self-interest, then he would go ahead and take care of that.  For example, all the way back in 2 Samuel 2, way back in the beginning, when we have Abner strengthening himself.  Abner, the general of the army, son of Ner.  There is a competition there between Abner, who is the general of the army under Saul, and Joab, who is the general of the army under David.  There is still competition between Ish-bosheth, from Saul’s family, and David.  


Chapter 2 talks about this competition, where the young men hold a contest, twelve from the sons of Benjamin for Ish-bosheth, and twelve servants of David.  They have this little battle in 2 Samuel 2, and in these verses 8-22 (we obviously can’t read all of those). (17) “And that day the battle was very severe, and Abner and the men of Israel were beaten before the servants of David. (18) Now the three sons of Zuriah were there, Joab and Abishai and Asahel; and Asahel was as swift-footed as one of the gazelles which is in the field. (19) And Asahel pursued Abner and did not turn to the right or to the left from following Abner.  (20) Then Abner looked behind him and said, ‘Is that you Asahel?’  And he answered, ‘It is I.’ (21) So Abner said to him, ‘Turn to your right or to your left, and take hold of one of the young men for yourself, and take for yourself his spoil.’  But Asahel was not willing to turn aside from following him.  (22) And Abner repeated again to Asahel, ‘Turn aside from following me.  Why should I strike you to the ground?  How then could I lift up my face to your brother Joab?’” [Abner did not want to kill Asahel.  He wanted him to stop following him.  Why?  They were cousins.  “How can I face Joab if I kill you?”] (23) “However, he refused to turn aside; therefore Abner struck him in the belly with the butt end of the spear, so that the spear came out at his back.  And he fell there and died on the spot.  And it came about that all who came to the place where Asahel had fallen and died, stood still.  (24) But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner…” [They continued to pursue Abner; they wouldn’t let it go.]


The story continues over in Chapter 3, and we will skip over to v. 17.  Abner is still alive at this point, but Joab has it stuck in his craw a little bit.  So we find twenty men coming to David (v. 20), and David is making a feast for Abner.   (21) “And Abner says to David, ‘Let me arise and go, and gather all Israel to my lord the king that they may make a covenant with you, and that you may be king over all that your soul desires.’  So David sent Abner away, and he went in peace.’” [You see, David and Abner made an alliance.  Abner threw all of support to David; he had influence with David.  And Joab remembered that Abner had killed his brother, and I think a root of bitterness is springing up here in Joab over that incident, and it is festering.  He is going to get his day.  There will be a time when he can get even, according to what he thinks is right.]

A little later, (27) “So when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him aside into the middle of the gate to speak with him privately, and there he struck him in the belly so that he died on account of the blood of Asahel his brother. (28) And afterward when David heard it, he said, ‘I and my kingdom are innocent before the Lord forever of the blood of Abner the son of Ner. (29) May it fall on the head of Joab and on all his father’s house; and may there not fail from the house of Joab one who has a discharge, or who is leper…” (30) “So Joab and Abishai his brother killed Abner because he had put their brother Asahel to death in the battle at Gibeon.” [Abner took matters into his own hands, and did not do what David really wanted.  He was loyal to a point, but there came a time when Joab was loyal to himself.   And what happened in the days of Adonijah?  Joab turned from being loyal to David’s chosen successor, God’s chosen successor, and instead of supporting Solomon, he supported Adonijah.  That incident way back here is going to continue on—even though he supports David fully up to that point, he still is going to support himself when it gets right down to it at the very end.]


There is much more to be said about Joab.  He is involved in so many things.  In 2 Samuel 20, he is there, and is a part of everything that goes on, and supports David.  They pursue Sheba to execute justice according to what they think is the right thing to do, but Joab often is doing what he thinks is right in his own eyes.  He does what makes him appear to be the one who has the best thinking on the matter, no matter what David says.  Well, we could stay with Joab a little bit longer as well.  But when he killed Sheba, it was in defiance of David.  When he killed Abner, it was in defiance of David.  And if he is in defiance, is he not, in defiance of God?  If David is God’s anointed, His chosen servant, when he defies David, does he not defy God?  


What about with Adonijah?  If Joab throws his support over to Adonijah, is he just in defiance of Solomon, or is he in defiance of God, because Solomon is God’s chosen king after David?  We look at what happens, and we say, “What is justice then for Joab?  What is the right thing to happen?”  1 Kings 2:28 tell us.  When Solomon dismissed Abiathar from being priest to the Lord, (28) “Now the news came to Joab, for Joab had followed Adonijah, although he had not followed Absalom.  And Joab fled to the tent of the Lord and took hold of the horns of the altar.” [Sound like anybody else?  Adonijah, right?  Same custom—sanctuary.  “Let’s go to the horns of the altar.”] 


(29) “And it was told King Solomon that Joab had fled to the tent of the Lord, and behold, he is beside the altar.  Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son of Jehoida, saying, ‘Go, fall upon him.’  (30) So Benaiah came to the tent of the Lord, and said to him. ‘Thus the king has said, “Come out.”  But he said, ‘No, for I will die here.’  And Benaiah brought the king word again, saying, ‘Thus spoke Joab, and thus he answered me.’  (31) And the king (Solomon) said to him, ‘Do as he has spoken and fall upon him and bury him, that you may remove from me and from my father’s house the blood which Joab shed without cause. (32) And the Lord will return his blood on his own head, because he fell upon two men more righteous and better than he and killed them with the sword, while my father David did not know it: Abner the son of Ner, commander of the army of Israel, and Amasa the son of Jether, commander of the army of Judah.  (32) So shall their blood return on the head of Joab and on the head of his descendants forever; but to David and his descendants and his house and his throne, may there be peace from the Lord forever.  (34) Then Benaiah the son of Jehoida went up and fell upon him and put him to death, and he was buried at his own house in the wilderness.” [In other words, the altar and the horns of the altar in the tabernacle were not sanctuary.  Justice would prevail.  The blood that he had shed against David, against David’s instruction, against David’s own desires, would come back to haunt him, and that claim of sanctuary would not be honored, because justice would prevail.] 

In the story of Absalom there was a character named Shimei, and he appears also in 1 Kings 1 and 2.  David has basically told Solomon, “There are some people you need to watch out for.  You can’t always trust them, because first they are this way, and then they are that way.”  Joab was one of them—first he was this way, and then he was that way.  Shimei was another one that had cursed David when he was running away from Absalom.  When David came back to the land, after having been hiding from Absalom, when he came back to Jerusalem, his supporters said, “Let’s kill Shimei for what he has done.”  David said, “No, if the Lord told him to curse me, then he did the right thing by cursing me.  We have had enough bloodshed.  Let’s not do anything.”  But what happened here?  Shimei had begged for mercy, and David prevailed.


In 1 Kings 2:8, David is speaking to Solomon just before he dies, and he says, (8) “And behold, there is with you Shimei the son of Gera the Benjamite, of Bahurim; now it was he who cursed me with a violent curse on the day I went to Mahanaim.  But when he came down to me at the Jordan, I swore to him by the Lord, saying ‘I will not put you to death with the sword.’  (9) Now therefore, do not let him go unpunished, for you are a wise man; and you will know what you ought to do to him, and you bring his gray hair down to Sheol with blood.’” [Then David dies.]  

What happens with Shimei?  What is the story?  Turn over to 2:36.  “Now the king sent and called for Shimei and said to him,’ Build for yourself a house in Jerusalem and live there, and do not go out from there to any place.’” [So Solomon has given him a chance to be obedient, faithful, and loyal.  “Build yourself a house.  Go in it; don’t leave it, and you will be fine.”]  (37) “For it will happen on the day you go out and cross over the brook Kidron, you will know for certain that you shall surely die; your blood shall be on your own head.” [“You have had the warning; be obedient.”  That reminds me so much of Ezekiel 3 and Ezekiel 33, where it talks about the watchman on the wall. “As long as you give the warning, the blood is not on your head.  It is when you fail to give the warning that the blood is on your head.”  Solomon said, “The blood is on your head.  You have been given the warning here.  I told you that if you stay in the house, you will be fine.  Disobey me, show disloyalty, act in a way that says, ‘I will do what I want to do, as opposed to what you are telling me to do,’ and whatever happens is on you, for you have had fair warning.”]


(39) “But it came about at the end of three years, that two of the servants of Shimei ran away to Achish son of Maacah, king of Gath,” and he went after them.  When it was told to Solomon, he said, (42) “‘Did I not make you swear by the Lord and solemnly warn you, saying, ‘You will know for certain that on the day you depart and go anywhere, you shall surely die?’  And you said to me, ‘The word which I have heard is good.’” [You agreed.  You made the agreement.] (43) “‘Why then have you not kept the oath of the Lord, and the command which I have laid on you?’” [Isn’t that interesting?  Solomon links completely Shimei’s promise to do as Solomon commanded him with an oath to the Lord.  We have been establishing all along that when there is rebellion against David that it was really rebellion against the Lord.  When there was rebellion against Solomon, it was really rebellion against the Lord, for this was what the Lord had said.  This is whom the Lord had anointed, had chosen and put in place to be the authority, and rebellion against that representative there, that king, was rebellion against the Lord.  The Lord’s justice would prevail.]  So, in the rest of the chapter, (46) “So the king commanded Benaiah the son Jehoiada, and he went out and fell upon him so that he died.” [Justice prevailed against those who rebel against the Lord.]


But what about those who never rebelled?  What about those who were always faithful?  The other character in this chapter that there is justice for is a guy named Barzillai.  1 Kings 2:7 says, “But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the Gileadite, and let them be among those who eat at your table; for they assisted me when I fled from Absalom your brother.” [The story is back in the rebellion of Absalom.  David was fleeing, and this Barzillai the Gileadite came to David, and all the company that was with him.  They provided them tents, and food, and utensils, and all that they needed to survive in the wilderness.  When David returned to power back in Jerusalem, he said, “Barzillai, come with me.  Come to Jerusalem; sit at my table.  I will take care of you forever for being faithful to me in the face of my difficulties.”  Barzillai said, “I am an old man.  Can I please just go home and die at home?”  He said, “Here, take (we don’t know if it was his servant or his son), and show your kindness to me through him.”  That is what David is passing along to Solomon.  “When someone remains absolutely faithful to you, reward them.  Follow through; show them kindness.  Do good to them who have done good to me.”]


But in that wisdom to Solomon, he also says, “For those who have been disloyal to me, to those who have been disloyal to God, who have schemed, who have reneged, who have been a turncoat, who have tried to harm me or you, show them justice.  Do the right thing; be wise.  You can show mercy, but be just.  Don’t let them fail to see the consequences of rebellion against God.”  A really kind of interesting thing to think about!  



How does that speak to us about justice?  We have so many New Testament passages that tell us that we have to be careful in the things that we do.  Do you remember the parable of the tares?  The tares grow up among the wheat, and he says, “Don’t tear out the tares; you will get some wheat with it.  Be careful what you do in that situation.”  Do you know that passage that the whole world loves to quote?  “Judge not, lest you be judged.  For the way in which you judge, you will be judged in the same way.”  Here was judgment, was it not?  According to God’s standard of obedience to His word, and the judgment was, “For this you shall die.”  Is there not, in the New Testament, Scripture that says, “If you do not believe the gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, you shall die in your sins.”  Isn’t there a thing called the second death?  Is there justice for failure to believe the gospel message?  


It started in Genesis, “In the day you eat thereof, you shall surely die.”  And in the very end of Revelation there is the second death, the lake of fire, for those who will not believe in the truth of what God says.  Is that just?  Has warning been given?  Is that blood being returned on their own head?  God’s justice.  How could a loving God allow people to die?  How could He not be just and be God?  He has given them every warning and every opportunity to change.  He has been patient, longsuffering.  He has forgiven their prior rebellions.  But if they remain unfaithful, if in the end they do not believe, then justice prevails, and their own blood returns on their own head.  Wisdom of Solomon.  David said, “Act according to your wisdom.” (v.6)  In v. 9, he said, “You are a wise man, and you will know what you ought to do to him.”


James talked about two kinds of wisdom—the wisdom from above, and the wisdom of the world.  When you contrast the two, sometimes what seems just to all society around us is simply the wisdom of the world in selfish desires, personally self-motivated.  “Gee, I wouldn’t want that to happen to me, so maybe I won’t do it to somebody else.”  In other words, “I would like to escape punishment, so I won’t punish anybody else.”  That is not justice.  That is not what God said; that is not the model that we see through Solomon or David.  Mercy—but justice; the justice that God brings on the world through the truth of His word, to which we have to bow the knee, and declare, “Thy word is truth.”  Let’s live, let’s vow to live according to God’s truth, and have true justice.



Let’s pray.  Father in heaven, help us to remember these lessons—that justice is something that God ordains, and true justice only comes from having the wisdom that You give from above through Your word, and these stories of David and Solomon and Adonijah and Absalom and Joab and Shimei, and these other characters, Father, are there to teach us about loyalty to You, faithfulness to You, and Your justice for those who rebel against You.  Lord, we don’t understand it all, but we do understand that You are a just God, and that Your word is just, and that whatever You say in it brings true justice to the world.  Help us, Father, to listen to that word, to not rebel against You by rebelling against Your word.  We ask this, Father, in the name of Jesus Your son.  Amen.
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