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Solomon’s prayer was over.  How would God respond?  Would He respond with a word, as He had when He appeared to Solomon the first time?  Or would there be some action, something other than a word that would demonstrate God’s immediate response?  Or would the response be delayed until sometime later?  How would God respond to Solomon’s request?  When we look in 2 Chronicles 7 we find the answer.


The prayer was finished at the end of 2 Chronicles 6.  2 Chronicles 7:1 says, “Now when Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the Lord filled the house.” [See if you can get your mind around this picture—the sacrifices have been prepared, all the rituals described in Leviticus on what you would do to prepare that sacrifice, to put it on that altar, that huge altar that was created there at the temple, built specifically for this temple.  Not the little portable one that was in the tabernacle, but this brand new, huge altar there in front of the temple building.  And all these animals were ready.  Solomon had stood on that bronze platform, you remember, and he had prayed to God.  When that prayer was over, God immediately sent fire from heaven to consume those sacrifices.  Not the fire burning on the altar, but fire out of heaven.  What a spectacular sight!  How dramatic for God to answer!  What an affirmation, I believe, that, “Yes, this was an acceptable sacrifice, and I, God, will accept it, and show you that it was acceptable by providing the fire.”

And then the glory of the Lord filled the house.  What a spectacular thing that too must be, to stand in the presence of God, with His glory filling the house. (2) “And the priests could not enter into the house of the Lord, because the glory of the Lord filled the Lord’s house. (3) And all the sons of Israel, seeing the fire come down and the glory of the Lord upon the house, bowed down on the pavement with their faces to the ground, and they worshiped and gave praise to the Lord, saying, ‘Truly He is good, truly His lovingkindness is everlasting.’” [In the glorious presence of God, they bowed.  That word usually translated “worship” had the sense of bowing down, of exalting God, and saying, “God is high; I am low.  He is more than I am or could ever be.”  So in response to God, they bow.  So Solomon prayed.  God’s response was fire from heaven, consuming the sacrifice; the glory of God filled the temple.  The people’s response to what God had done was to bow in worship—exactly as it should be.  When God speaks, when God moves, when you know you are in the presence of God, the right behavior for us is to bow in worship.  Too often we are so full of ourselves that we don’t respect God enough to do that.  We are too comfortable in our comfort, in where we are, and unable to do that.  But, to become face down in front of God, not looking up at Him, but, “O Lord, I cannot look upon You, I am so unworthy.”  That was the response of the whole nation.  

And they sang and gave praise to the Lord, “Truly He is good; truly His lovingkindness is everlasting.” (4) “Then the king and all the people offered sacrifice before the Lord.” [Look at the number of them!] (5) “And King Solomon offered a sacrifice of 22,000 oxen;” [Imagine the largest herd of cattle you have ever seen, and I don’t know what that number is, but I can guarantee you that I have never seen nor heard 22,000 cattle.  That is an amazing number.  And next to it were…] “120,000 sheep.” [Most of us, in the modern day and age, have no experience with slaughtering animals for supper.  It used to be the norm in America.  You killed an animal, a chicken or a pig or calf, dressed it out, and prepared it for a meal.  It was a normal thing in our lives.  People were used to the sight of blood and the smell of all that kind of thing.  Probably the modern equivalent only are hunters who are out there in the woods and kill a deer, and dress it out, and drag that carcass home.  In our society, modern day memory of what that must be—120,000 sheep and 22,000 oxen.  That’s a lot of animals, a lot of blood, a lot of skinning, and fat, and all the other things that Leviticus tells us to do.

(6) “The priests stood at their posts and the Levites, with the instruments of music to the Lord, which King David had made for giving praise to the Lord—‘for His lovingkindness is everlasting’” [That was their song.] “—whenever he gave praise by their means, while the priests on the other side blew trumpets; and all Israel was standing.” [David had talked about cymbals and trumpets and lyres, various musical instruments, and he had organized singers—all this before he died.  He had everything all figured out, who would do what, so that when it was Solomon’s time to build the temple, and Solomon’s time to dedicate that temple, everything was already organized and prepared.  They practiced; they had had rehearsal (probably Wednesday night).  Well, we don’t know, but they had a regular time, I’m sure, of making sure that when they played their trumpets, it sounded good.  There is nothing worse than trying to blow that trumpet, and it doesn’t come out right.  All trumpeters practice.  They wanted it to be right.  Why?  Because they are praising God here.  So they are having this great worship service—they are sacrificing and praising God, and playing music.  Everybody is there in the temple, and then look at this.]

(7) “Then Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was before the house of the Lord, for there he offered the burnt offerings and the fat of the peace offerings, because the bronze altar which Solomon had made was not able to contain the burnt offering, the grain offering, and the fat.” [That huge number of animals was more than they could get on the altar!  The altar, as large as it was, still was not large enough for that much sacrifice.  So they consecrated the court area around it, and did the sacrificing there.  What a sight that must have been!  How thankful they must have been to be able to make such a grand offering.]


In 2 Samuel—1 Chronicles, you remember, that when they were gathering the materials together, and they called the people to offer whatever the Spirit of God moved them to offer, however their hearts were moved, and David had this great thanksgiving praise.  “O Lord, who are we that we should be able to give so much to honor you.” [It is so humbling to be able to give that much to the Lord.  Think of how they must have felt.  Those of you who have been in churches where you have built a new church building, and you moved in, and you dedicated the new building…have any of you done that?  You know a little bit of what they were thinking, because you had that same feeling.  How glorious is was, and how pleased you were to be able to build this house of praise and worship to God to be used for His glory, that everyone would see this building, and say, “I wonder what kind of God is worshiped there?”]  

We were in Tulsa not long ago doing a conference, and what was really neat about the sign in the front of the church was, not that it was So-and-So Church, but that “So-and-So Church meets here.”  Isn’t that interesting?  They knew their theology well enough to know that the church is the people, and they met in this wonderful, glorious building.  But people would ask, “Wow!  Isn’t that beautiful?  I wonder what kind of God is worshiped there?”  That was the purpose of the temple, that people would see that, and say, “Man, that is a magnificent temple.  That must be a great God, and how much those people must love their God to build such a building.”  So that celebration, that building, and all of that, was this great praise and worship of God as well.  That feast lasted for seven days.


(8) “So Solomon observed the feast at that time for seven days, and all Israel with him, a very great assembly, who came from the entrance of Hamath to the brook of Egypt.” [It is not from Dan to Beersheba here, but they are talking about all of Israel’s territory in those phrases.] (9) “And on the eighth day they held a solemn assembly, for the dedication of the altar they observed seven days, and the feast seven days. (10) Then on the twenty-third day of the seventh month he sent the people to their tents, rejoicing and happy of heart because of the goodness that the Lord had shown to David and to Solomon and to His people Israel.” [We remember that this feast was in the seventh month, and if this feast in the seventh month is lasting seven days, it must be the Feast of Tabernacles or the Feast of Booths.  That is the big seven-day feast with the solemn assembly on the eighth day that is described elsewhere in Scripture.  They celebrated this thing a little bit longer.  Kings tells us specifically that it was like fourteen days (they doubled it up), because they were having a GRAND OPENING.  When a new Wal-mart comes along, we have a Grand Opening, right?  This was a GRAND OPENING.  This was unlike anything that anybody has ever done in some store.  There was a magnificent celebration for all that time.]  


2 Chronicles then tricks us a little bit, because it says, (11) “Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord and the king’s palace, and successfully completed all that he had planned on doing in the house of the Lord and in his palace.  (12) Then the Lord appeared to Solomon…” [What is missing there, if you are not observing carefully, is that these are not in sequence.  In other words, it wasn’t right after the Feast of Tabernacles that the Lord appeared to Solomon.  You have to read the verse carefully.  It says, “Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord and the king’s palace, and successfully completed all that he had planned on doing in the house of the Lord and in his palace.”  So you have to go back and take a look at all the things that were said, and all the things that were said will tell us that it took him seven years to build the temple, and an additional thirteen years to build his palace, for a total of twenty years.  So if v. 12, “Then the Lord appeared to Solomon” comes after he completed his palace, the response of God appearing to Solomon did not occur at the time of the fire from heaven, not at the time of the glory of the Lord filling the temple, not at the time of the great Feast of the Tabernacles—but at least twelve years later.  I say twelve years, because it took him seven years and six months to build the temple.  We know that because they started in the fourth year of his reign, in the second month, and they didn’t complete it until the eleventh year of his reign, in the eighth month.  So think that through—if you do the arithmetic, that is seven years and six months.  Seven years would have been to the second month; all the way to the eighth month is six more months, right?  Then this feast, this great celebration, when the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle, was in what month?  The seventh month.  If he didn’t finish building it until the eighth month, and the celebration was in the seventh month, they didn’t back up in time.  They had to be the next seventh month, true?  Keeping that time line straight is a little bit difficult when you think it through, but sometimes the sequence matters a lot.  

Let’s review the sequence of events of Solomon’s life up to this point, and see if we know where we are.  So Solomon becomes king (that was the first lesson).  Remember, we had Adonijah, and a little struggle there, but he is fully engaged in being king.  Go back to 1 Kings, and I want to walk you through a few things to remind you, to build this chronology a little bit.  In 1 Kings 1, David is advanced in age.  We had the story of Adonijah in Chapter 1.  We move over to Chapter 2, and David charges Solomon.  He says, (2:2) “I am going the way of all the earth.  Be strong, therefore, and show yourself a man.” [Drop down to v. 6.]  (6) “So act according to your wisdom, and do not let his gray hair go down to Sheol in peace.”  (He is talking about Joab.)  This is the chapter in which Solomon executes justice (remember our first message) on various people.  Do you remember that?


One of the people for whom Solomon was executing justice was Shimei, the man that had cursed David when Absalom tried to take the throne of David.  Now, when Solomon is king, and David has died, the king sent Shimei to his house.  He said, “Build a house in Jerusalem, and live there, but don’t leave it.  When you leave it and cross the brook Kidron, you will know for certain that you shall surely die.” (That is 1 Kings 2:36-37.)  (38) “Shimei then said to the king, ‘The word is good.  As the lord the king has said, so your servant will do.’  So Shimei lived in Jerusalem many days. (39) But it came about at the end of three years…” [So we must be three years into the reign of Solomon when Shimei decides to leave.] 

Then comes Chapter 3.  (1) “Then Solomon formed a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt, and took Pharaoh’s daughter and brought her to the city of David, until he had finished building his own house and the house of the Lord and the wall around Jerusalem.” [So subsequent to this time, he marries the daughter of the king of Egypt.  I thought it was interesting, just a point to remember.] (2) “The people were still sacrificing on the high places, because there was no house built for the name of the Lord until those days.” [So this is prior to building the temple, which we know started in the fourth year, second month.  I think we are following sequentially here pretty nicely.] (3) “Now Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David, except he sacrificed and burned incense on the high places. (4) And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place, Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. (5) In Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream at night;” [This is the first time that the Lord appears to Solomon.  In this particular appearance, the Lord says…] “and God said, Ask what you wish me to give you.’” [Solomon says, “I would like wisdom.”  I thought that was interesting, because David had told him previously, “Act according to your wisdom with respect to these other people.”  So Solomon was acting according to the wisdom that he had, but he asked God for wisdom.  We talked about James—wisdom from above, wisdom of this world.  He said, “I need wisdom to rule these people.”

God’s response was right there in Chapter 3.  He asked for an understanding heart to discern between good and evil.  The Lord was pleased, and God responded.  (11) “And God said to him, ‘Because you have asked this thing and have not asked for yourself long life, nor have asked riches for yourself, nor have you asked for the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself discernment to understand justice, (12) behold, I have done according to your word.  Behold, I have given you a wise and discerning heart, so that there has been no one like you before you, nor shall one like you arise after you. (13) And I have also given you what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that there will not be any among the kings like you all your days.” [Then comes the word “if.”  This was the first time, years ago, prior to building the temple.]  (14) “And if you walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and commandments, as your father David walked, then I will prolong your days.” [Solomon did not ask for long life; he asked for a wise and discerning heart.  God answered, and said, “I will give you the wise and discerning heart; I will give you honor; I will give you riches; and if you walk according to My ways, I will prolong your days.” [Some things were given right away, and some things were promised conditionally.  That was the end of that first appearance, and that had to have happened before he was building the temple, but after the three years that Shimei lived in his house in Jerusalem.  So we can figure out a little timing that is going on here, I think, according to these words.]

So the temple begins being built.  There is a lot of description (and we don’t have to rehash all the description) of what the temple would look like as he is building it.  In the last lesson, we went through that great prayer at the dedication, and we just now completed the events that occurred at the dedication.  It is similar to Chronicles and Kings, essentially the same description regarding the number of animal, and all of that kind of thing.  One of the things that happened in the dedication of the temple was that they moved the ark from where it had been.  It had been in the city of David, because David had gone and gotten it, and brought it up to Jerusalem.  You may remember, in studying David’s life, that great story of how they put it on a cart, they touched it, and died.  “Whoa, we had better go read the Law to see how we are supposed to move the ark.”  The second time it was successful, and you remember that story.  It came to Jerusalem, and there it sat in a tent that David made for it until Solomon built the temple.  

Once the temple is complete, and all the furnishings have been made—this great big bronze altar, this great big bronze, or brass, sea, and all the lamps and tables, and everything, they bring the ark up into the temple where it needs to be.  But it has been in the city of David.  It is interesting to understand that the ark moves from the city of David up to the temple, which is on a plateau, a little bit higher in geography from the city of David.  Anyone who has been to Israel knows exactly what that looks like.  It is uphill, on the top of Mount Moriah.  So Solomon then prays at that dedication.  We just saw that God responded with fire to consume the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple.

Because the text clearly tells us that he finished his house, the palace of the king, before God appeared to him, we know that there had to be a period of at least twelve years, or so, between Solomon’s prayer and the verbal answer to his prayer.  Unlike that first appearing, there had to be that time.  What is interesting to me is—I wonder how that all relates to the Pharaoh’s daughter.  What do you think Pharaoh’s daughter worshipped?  Do you think she was a God-fearing Jewess who worshipped the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, or do you think that maybe she was a pagan idol worshipper?  It is really kind of interesting when you look at 2 Chronicles 8:11, when Solomon has finished building his house. (11) “Then Solomon brought Pharaoh’s daughter up from the city of David to the house which he had built for her; for he said, ‘My wife shall not dwell in the house of David king of Israel, because the places are holy where the ark of the Lord has entered.’” [Isn’t that an interesting insight into what Solomon knows?  He knows that the ark is holy; he knows that his wife would actually defile something holy, because she is a Gentile and a pagan.  So he doesn’t have her live where the ark has been.  He has a brand new house for her, outside the city of David.  You could think of it as: city of David, Solomon’s house, temple, probably.  Some of the pictures that I have seen in various commentaries and atlases show Solomon’s palace between the city of David and where the temple would have stood at that time.  Very interesting.  He knows, and how did he know?  What did we learn in the last lesson?  Deuteronomy 17, right?  He had made a copy of the law to have for himself, so he could read that law.


Go back to Deuteronomy 17:14.  “When you enter the land which the Lord you God gives you, and you possess it and live in it, and you say, ‘I will set a king over me like all the nations who are around me,’ (15) you shall surely set a king over you whom the Lord your God chooses, one from among your countrymen you shall set as a king over yourselves; you may not put a foreigner over yourselves who is not your countryman.” [And you remember that God selected Saul, of the tribe of Benjamin, first (Saul, son of Kish).  Because Saul was disobedient, God chose a man after His own heart, David son of Jesse of the tribe of Judah, and he became the king.  He promised David a house, and promised a son, and we saw, earlier in our study, that God chose Solomon, even though he was probably tenth in birth order of all the sons of David.  Just like David was not the oldest of Jesse, neither was Solomon the eldest of David.  So Solomon is now the chosen king.  They have done O.K., according to v. 15.]

(16) “Moreover, he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor shall he cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, since the Lord has said to you, ‘You shall never again return that way.’ (17) Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly increase silver and gold for himself.” [Those verses become instructive for us as we look at the rest of the life of Solomon.  This lesson is not the last one—there is more to come.  But we have to consider this multiplying horses and multiplying wives, that might turn his heart away.]

Here he is acting with wisdom in not having that pagan wife in the place where the ark is, but is he actually acting in wisdom to even have married her in the first place?  We can find other places in the Scripture that say, “Don’t marry foreign women.”  One of the things to remember is that knowledge and wisdom are not equal.  Wisdom is applied knowledge.  You can know truth (and how this should ring in our own hearts, ears, and minds), but we do not always act wisely with the truth we have.  Every one of us in this fleshly body knows biblical truth (we have been in the word), but in this fleshly body we don’t always act according to what we know.  The whole business of being Christ-like is applying the wisdom of Christ to cause our actions and behavior to line up with the knowledge that God has given us.  Christ becomes that wisdom, but we still have the ability to act in a way that is not according to knowledge and wisdom.  We do that.  

Solomon is not unique.  We could sit here, and say, “Boy, that stupid Solomon!”  Right?  Remember that whenever you point your finger, there are three of them pointing back at you.  We can sit in judgment on Solomon, and say, “He shouldn’t have done that,” but we have to remember that we are as likely as Solomon, without a lot of help, of going down the same stupid path.  We do that regularly.  That is why we have the Scripture that tells us that “if we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness,” because “all have sinned, and whoever says that he hasn’t sinned is a liar.”  We went through those Scriptures in the last lecture.  It is the same basic problem here.  We are looking at Solomon who had wisdom, (his father said, “Act according to your wisdom.”) who asked God for a wise and understanding heart that he might execute justice, and God gave him that wise and understanding heart, but that doesn’t mean that Solomon is perfectly wise in all of his actions.  He still lives in a body of flesh also.  And he has made a mistake, I believe, in marrying this daughter of Pharaoh.


In 2 Chronicles 7:12 we have the most complete account of the response that God makes, these 12-13 years later.  In light of everything we have just reviewed in terms of Solomon’s life and actions up to this point, God responds here.  (12) “Then the Lord appeared to Solomon at night, and said to him, ‘I have heard your prayer,’” [He is referring to the prayer that Solomon made at the dedication of the temple all these years earlier.] “and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice.” [He is referring to the temple.  God is saying, “The context of your prayer was at the dedication of the temple.  My response, though delayed by some time, is still about the dedication of that temple.  You built for Me a house, and I have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice.”  I think that is really an interesting point, when you ponder it just for a moment.  

David said, “I want to build you a house, God.”  God says, “Not you—your son.”  But yet that actual building was God’s choice.  So how did it get into David’s heart?  Because David was a man after God’s own heart.  He was acting in accordance with God’s heart in wanting to build this for God, even though God said, “I don’t need it.”  Solomon acknowledges in his prayer that, “God, You can’t be captured in a building.  All the heavens don’t contain You, but we are building this for You anyway, so other men can see this building and know about God.  God is a spirit, and no man has seen Him.  You don’t see God, but you can see a building that points to God.  That is why we have steeples on churches, you know.  The architectural reason for a steeple is to point to God, to cause everyone to say, “What is that pointy thing up there for?”  In the old days, you could look across town and see where the church was, before we had high-rises, and what not.  But that idea was to point to God.  So the answer here is, “I have heard it.  I have chosen this place.”]

Then He answers some specific requests.  Look at 2 Chronicles 6:22.  I am going to review from the last lecture—the supplication, the petition, the request that Solomon made those years earlier.  The first one is: (22) “If a man sins against his neighbor,” then act justly.  The second one is: (24) “And if Your people Israel are defeated before an enemy, because they have sinned…and they return to You and confess Your name, and pray and make supplication”, then he asked God to forgive their sin, and bring them back to the land.  The third one was: (26) “When the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they have sinned against You, and they pray…and confess Your name, and turn from their sin...  (27) Then hear in heaven and forgive the sin…and send rain on Your land.”  The fourth thing is: (28) “If there is famine in the land, if there is pestilence, if there is blight or mildew, of there is locust or grasshopper, if their enemies besiege them…(29) whatever prayer or supplication is made by any man or by all Your people…(30) then hear from heaven…, forgive, and render to each according to all his ways, whose heart You know for You alone know the hearts of the sons of men, (31) that he may fear You, to walk in Your ways as long as they live in the land…”  Number five is about the foreigner: (32) “when he comes…and prays…, hear from heaven…in order that all the peoples may know of Your name.  Number six: (34) “When Your people go out to battle against their enemies…and they pray… (35) hear from heaven …and maintain their cause.”  The seventh thing is: (36) “When they sin against You (for there is no man who does not sin)… (38) and wherever they are taken captive…if they repent, make supplication, admitting their sin and their iniquity, and return to You, and pray toward their land… (39) then hear from heaven…maintain their cause, and forgive Your people.”


Those were the petitions that Solomon made in his prayer.  God said, “I heard your prayer.”  Twelve years later He is answering.  “Here is My response.”  That is what God is saying, “Here is My response.”  2 Chronicles 7:13 says, “If I shut up the heavens…” [Is that one of the seven?  Absolutely.] “If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or I command the locust to devour the land,” [Is that one of them?] “or if I send pestilence among My people,” [Is that one of them?] (14) “and (other translations use the word “if” there) My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.” [Now, what people were Solomon and God talking about?  What land was He talking about?  Israel.]


It is really kind of interesting, because that verse had been appropriated by a lot of preachers, and if you ask yourself, “What land?” the only land of promise that I know about anywhere in Scripture is Israel.  I just leave that as food for thought for you, but that is part of studying through this lesson—to come to grips with that.  But the context of that verse (and we often fail, when we quote verses, to explore deeply the context) was the dedication of the temple.  Solomon was saying, “O God, hear prayers toward this place.”  God responds a number of years later, and says, “If I do this, if I do these things, I will hear from heaven; I will forgive their sin.”  Remember the drought, the pestilence, the plagues, and all those things, had to do with the consequence for their sin.  The consequence was on the land—the land had a drought; the land had the pestilence; the land had the locusts.  The land is where they were taken from.  He says, “I will heal their land when I forgive their sin.  I will send the rain, I will remove the locust, I will end the pestilence.”  


By the way, that verse is not in Kings.  It is only in Chronicles.  When you see the difference between the books, you have to stop and say, “Why was that one left out?”  Do you remember the story where Solomon wants to divide the baby in half?  Well, it is not in both Kings and Chronicles.  Even the story of Bathsheba and David is not in both Kings and Chronicles.  There are specific differences, because there are different intents of the author.  They were written at different times—for different purposes.  Chronicles was written after the captivity, for the purpose of telling the remnant of Judah (that is why it only covers the kings of Judah) that it going to be O.K.  “I made a promise to David, and I am going to keep it.  You are going to go back to the land, you are going to have someone sitting on the throne, you are going to have that temple.”  Those things are important.  It has to do with the return to the land, because the basic thing that happens is that they do get torn out of the land.  All these things do occur as time goes along, and they need to know that God is going to be faithful to His promise.  


So He responds.  2 Chronicles 7:15 says, “Now My eyes shall be open and My ears attentive to the prayer offered in this place.  (16) For now I have chosen and consecrated this house…” [How did God consecrate the house?  Solomon came, and prayed, assembled all Israel, and offered great sacrifices.  How did God consecrate the house?  With fire from the heaven, and the glory of the Lord filling the temple.  That is how God consecrated that house, by His fire from heaven, and His own glorious presence in that place.  That is the consecration.  The priests couldn’t enter, because God filled it with His glorious presence.] (16) “I have consecrated this house that My name may be there forever.” [That is the promise the returning exiles need to know—that His name would be there forever.  Their temple might have been destroyed, but they can rebuild the temple.] “and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually.” [God promising to have His eyes there, His ears open, and His heart there in Jerusalem with the temple forever.  There is no temple there today, but what is God’s desire?  Where are His eyes?  What is His heart?  It is interesting to think about.]


(17) “But as for you,” [He is turning from the house, turning from Jerusalem and the temple, and the house.] “But as for you, if you (Solomon) walk before Me as your father David walked even to do according to all that I have commanded you, and will keep My statutes and My ordinances, (18) then (conditional promise) I will establish your royal throne as I covenanted with your father David, saying, ‘You shall not lack a man to be ruler in Israel.  (19) But if you turn away and forsake My statues and My commandments which I have set before you and go and serve other gods and worship them,” [Remember that phrase.] (20) “then I will uproot you from this land which I have given you, and this house which I have consecrated for My name I will cast out of My sight, and I will make it a proverb and a byword among all peoples.  (21) As for this house, which was exalted, everyone who passes by it will be astonished and say, ‘Why has the Lord done thus to this land and to this house?’ (22) And they will say, ‘Because they forsook the Lord, the God of their fathers, who brought them from the land of Egypt, and they adopted other gods and worshiped them and served them, therefore He has brought all this adversity on them.’”

Oh, remember that paragraph, for the story of the rest of what we study in Kings and Chronicles is all about that.  They forsake God; they go after and worship other gods, and God fulfills the “if…then” conditional promise here by doing exactly what He said—by letting them be taken captive, uprooted from the land, and that temple would be destroyed so that as people walked by they say, “My, my, my!  What must they have done?”  Remember that the purpose was to point to God.  The purpose of that temple there was to point to God.  Even in its destruction it still pointed to God.  When it was there in use, in all of its beauty, it was pointing to the glory of God and His faithfulness—and their faithfulness.  When it was rubble, it pointed to God in all their unfaithfulness, but yet His faithfulness to keep His word.  They still would point, and say, “Because they forsook their God,” pointing to God, even when it was just a pile of stones, burned with fire, gates of the city burned out, and walls of the city broken down.  Yet still God received the notice for that, because it was God who had done that, in keeping with the promise here.

So Solomon has a unique challenge that God just gave him.  He said, “Yes, I promise to do as you ask.  If they have these things happen, I will hear their prayer when they repent and ask for help, then I will give them that help.  Then He says, “And as for you, you have to remain faithful to Me, or else they will be taken from the land, and this temple will be destroyed.” [It is kind of interesting—Solomon has been given the most incredible wisdom anybody is ever going to get.  He wrote one thousand proverbs, and hundreds of 

_______(?).  Right?  But will he heed these words?  Will be apply the knowledge he has from his own copy of the law wisely?  Will he have the kind of wisdom that keeps Israel from undoing what God has promised here.  This course is called “A Divided Heart…A Divided Nation” because, as it plays out, he is not faithful.  (You will see that in the next lesson as you do that assignment.)  He is not faithful.  

Where did it start?  He married a daughter of Pharaoh—a marriage alliance.  Remember the Scripture that says, “Some trust in horses, and some trust in chariots, but we will trust in the name of the Lord our God.”  When you make a marriage alliance with Pharaoh, who do you trust?  You are not trusting God; you are trusting that marriage alliance.  That is the beginning of the downfall—when you stop trusting in God.  And that is the way it is in our own lives.  The beginning of our downfall comes when we stop trusting in God, and start trusting in marriage alliances, or how much wisdom or knowledge I have, or how much wealth, or how many horses I have.  That is why Deuteronomy says, “Don’t multiply those things.  You will start trusting in them.  You will never rely on Me again, because you will have chariot cities stationed throughout your kingdom, and great fortified cities that you trust in to protect you against your enemies.  You won’t be trusting in Me.  Armies will come, and you will say, ‘No problem, I have ten thousand chariots up there.  That will handle it,’ as opposed to crying out to God.”  

When you study the Kings and Prophets, you will find that there are a few kings who get in tight situations who cry out to God, who recognize that they need God to help them in these situations.  It starts by just marrying one foreign woman, but it continues.  If you continue on in the chapters that are in the lesson, such as 2 Chronicles 8, he built the cities which Huram had given to him.  (“Huram” is called “Hiram” in Kings.  It is the same guy.)  He was a friend of David’s who had helped David, and he helped Solomon.  You find, as you read through Chapter 8, that the cities that he built, the fact that he put the remnant of the people who lived in the land to forced labor, didn’t make his own people slaves.  It says that he kept the burnt offerings, and did the three annual feasts that he was supposed to do.  But he carried out all this work, and then he went to Ezion-geber and Eloth.  (“Eloth” is the same is the same as “Elath” in the Bible, and also in modern English, it is “Eilat.”  It is all the same city, the town at the tip-top of the Red Sea, where Israel and Egypt come together.)  Those of you have been to Israel with us, on the extension we go down to Eilat, right by the border of Egypt.  That is where Solomon was going, where he had a port city on the Red Sea.  


2 Chronicles 8:18 says, “And Huram by his servants sent him ships and servants who knew the sea; and they went with Solomon’s servants to Ophir, and took from there four hundred and fifty talents of gold, and brought them to King Solomon.” [I started pondering this as I was considering this lesson a little bit, and a thought came to me.  I will let you disabuse me of this thought, or confirm it, or just ponder it—or whatever.  What is the difference in God’s prospering you, and you prospering yourself?   Deuteronomy 17 says, “He should not multiply himself silver and gold.”  In my mind, the way I thought that through is, what is the difference in me working for my salvation, and in God giving me my salvation?  I know the difference there; I can’t earn salvation, but God gives me through His grace.  We understand that concept.  So what is the difference in me multiplying silver and gold for myself, and God giving me great wealth.  He promised Solomon great wealth.  “Because you did not ask for riches, I am going to give you riches.”  In the next lesson, the Queen of Sheba comes and gives him riches.  He didn’t multiply that for himself; that was somebody that recognized him as being outstanding, and gave him something.  So you start scheming, and saying, “How can I make a little more?  God promised me money, so let me figure out how I can get that money.”  

Think about it—are you multiplying for yourself, or is God giving you that?  It is a really interesting thing to ponder in our own lives.  Are we striving and working hard to make all the money for ourselves?  We are multiplying gold and silver for ourselves.  But if God is giving you that, I think it comes a little differently.  I don’t know about great wealth, and multiplying silver and gold.  I haven’t gotten there yet, but then, I am not all that concerned, because I know that God is more precious than silver or gold.  And the wealth that we have is the riches of Christ in us, as opposed to material silver and gold, but I know that God gives me that.  I don’t acquire the riches of Christ, the wealth of God, by my worth.  I get there because of God’s grace.  

I just wonder if this little story of Solomon was trying to teach that point way back then, about the difference in working for something on your own merits, and God granting something by grace.  What an interesting thought to think about here, because God can give you wisdom.  He can give you godly wisdom, but you can still go out there and use worldly wisdom to acquire wealth for yourself.  You can still make that mistake.  It is an interesting thing to ponder what God really intends—does He want us to have wealth, blessings, riches, and an abundant life?  The difference, the two categories as I understand it, are those who preach a prosperity gospel, and then those who do preach the prosperity gospel say that everybody else is preaching a poverty gospel.  They are talking about material wealth.  

But I wonder what God is really talking about here.  “I will give you wealth; I will give you power; I will give you wisdom.  You don’t have to go working for that stuff—it is going to come from Me.”  God grants us, by His grace, whatever He has granted us.  Each of us has whatever of ability because God has granted it to us, and He has appointed us a place in the body of Christ to serve, according to what He has given us.  He has given us all equal access to His throne of grace, all equal access to the riches of Christ, to everything in the heavenlies, according to what He has promised in Christ Jesus in our salvation.  We are blessed beyond compare, and wealthier than anyone, if we understand that God is more precious than silver or gold.  We have the wealth of the riches of Christ, because of what God has granted us through grace, through His favor.  

So we can find ourselves, even in ministry, perhaps, working to increase our ministry, but yet we, in our minds, say, “God is blessing.”  Do we rely on ourselves, or are we really relying on God in our ministry, in our work, in our marriages, in our parenting, in all areas?  Are we multiplying for ourselves, or are we allowing God to grant us, through grace, that which He wishes to bestow upon us”  An interesting lesson out of the life of Solomon, because Solomon prospers.  Solomon continues to grow in wealth.  His reputation continues to spread.  Everyone hears about him.  As you continue on in studying, you will find where Solomon goes with all of this, and I don’t want to preempt it, but I just want us to think about it.  Even someone who has been granted what Solomon has been granted can still end up working to get things in his own merit.  How much like Solomon, in that regard, we can be!  


So we think about God’s response.  God consecrated that house.  Fire consumed the sacrifices.  The glory of God filled the temple.  Twelve years later, He says, “I heard your prayer.”  Out of the blue, one night God appears, “By the way, I heard your prayer.”  And here is the answer.  “Solomon, as the king, as the leader of the people, if you walk in uprightness of heart, if you obey Me, then they will stay in the land, and this temple will stand.”  Have you ever seen a ministry or a church fall because of a leader?  See, He says right there that the kingdom of Israel will fall if the leader falls.  What a great responsibility people in leadership have!  Whatever that position is, what a position of responsibility, because the whole thing can crumble and fall down around you, because you lost sight of following God and started following what you can get and do with your own abilities.  A sobering thought, to remind us that we can trip and stumble and fall also.  


Yet we have a God of second chances, a God who forgives.  Remember that in all this prayer, He says, “If they turn, and they repent, and ask for forgiveness, I will forgive.  Even after the temple is destroyed, even after they are in captivity, if the return to me, and repent, I will restore them.”  That is the promise that God makes to you and to me as well.

Let’s pray.  Father in heaven, we thank You for Your goodness.  We know that You are a God of second chances, a God who answers prayer in many ways, and we know, Father, that You know our weaknesses, but You say that You will forgive if we will confess, if we will repent.  And we know that You will keep that promise, because we have seen it before.  We have clear evidence of what You have done through so many characters in the Bible, clear evidence in Your word that this is who You are.  So we trust in You for that, Father.  We take to heart the lesson of Solomon.  We think, Father, that we won’t be that way, but, Lord, You know us, and we are thankful that You love us, that You keep Your lovingkindness, that You keep Your covenant, that You forgive us when we confess our sins, that you set us upright again, that You send us on our way, and encourage us, and equip us, and strengthen us.  We thank You for all this, and bless You, in the name of Jesus, Your Son.  Amen.
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