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INTRODUCTION. As we look at the Book of Lamentations today—as we begin this first lesson—and there are only 3—and you can understand why because this is a book of 5 laments. It is heavy, heavy stuff. And yet I am so convinced that our society desperately needs the message of this Book. And what I want to do is I want to talk to you today about the “why” of pain—the “why” of pain—and the anger of God. And I have much to cover so I’m going to get right into it. 
LAMENTATIONS. But if you will open your Bibles to Lamentations 1 and I want to read just a couple of verses out of Lamentations 1 and then a couple of verses out of Lamentations 2. In Lamentations 1:1 it opens with, 1 How lonely sits the city That was full of people! She has become like a widow Who was once great among the nations! She who was a princess among the provinces Has become a forced laborer! 2 She weeps bitterly in the night And her tears are on her cheeks; She has none to comfort her…And as you did your homework—as you observed this—what you saw was—it says over and over again in this chapter—there was none to comfort her. Here is the city of Jerusalem sitting so lonely and weeping so greatly because of her sin. 

THE WHY OF PAIN—CHAPTER 1. In Lamentations 1:5 it says, 5 Her adversaries have become her masters, Her enemies prosper; For the Lord has caused her grief Because of the multitude of her transgressions; The why of pain—the pain is because of the multitude of her transgressions. Now look at verse 8. . 8 Jerusalem sinned greatly, Therefore she has become an unclean thing. All who honored her despise her Because they have seen her nakedness. Now when it talks about her nakedness it means that there is nothing that is hidden—this is total vulnerability—this is total exposure—and they look at her nakedness and they just despise her because they’ve seen this nakedness. Even she herself groans and turns away. And then it makes a statement: 9 Her uncleanness was in her skirts; She did not consider her future. And listen—especially you young ones— She did not consider her future. Therefore she has fallen astonishingly; (she has fallen astonishingly) She has no comforter. And then she cries out, “See, O Lord, my affliction, (I want you to see my affliction—I want you to understand my affliction—I want you to know my affliction. Please look because I am sitting here lonely and I have no comforter and I want someone to know how afflicted I am.) 

THE ANGER OF GOD—CHAPTER 2. In Lamentations 2:1 it says, 1 How the Lord has covered the daughter of Zion With a cloud in His anger! He has cast from heaven to earth The glory of Israel, And has not remembered His footstool In the day of His anger. 2 The Lord has swallowed up; He has not spared All the habitations of Jacob. So what you see is in chapter 1 you see the “why” of pain and then in chapter 2 you see the anger of God. Now “anger” (and I want you to get this down) is used once in the first chapter. It’s used once in the fourth chapter. It’s used two times in the third chapter. But now listen; it is used six times in the second chapter. So when you look at the use of “anger” you see that chapter two shows us the anger of God at His people. The main word for “anger” is “AP.” And what “anger” means is it means the flaring of the nostrils. It means that God has held it in and held it in. We’re going to see how long He’s held it in, but He’s held it in and now the breath is going to come out so strongly that His nostrils are literally flaring. THIS is the anger of God. It’s a word that gives emphasis to this aspect of anger—this aspect of wrath. So what you see is you are looking at an angry God. You may remember Jonathan Edwards’ famous sermon that God used so mightily to bring people to Himself—and it was sinners in the hands of an angry God. The thing that you have to realize is that when God is angry it is always a just anger. It is always a righteous anger. It is never an uncontrolled anger. It is never an uncontrolled fury. So you see His anger and with His anger then comes His wrath and you can look for yourself at the times that He uses the word “wrath.” But the word “wrath” can have two different meanings. One is heat. It is just heat. I mean God is hot. The other word for the “wrath of God” is a fury! A fury! So what you see is you see in chapter 1 this city that is sitting lonely. You’re going to see the “why” of the pain because I’m going to take you back to the beginning of the Word of God and walk you through so that you can understand why God is so furious—why God is so angry—why His wrath is so hot at the nation of Israel. Why has He destroyed this city where He has put His name? 
TRUTH ABOUT SIN: SIN ALWAYS EQUALS DEATH. Well the reason that He has destroyed this city where He has put His name is because of a truth that you learn about sin. And what you learn and I would just suggest that you might want to do this on your paper, but what you see is that sin always equals death—sin always equals death. Sin and death go together. And so you just put the sin above the death—you put the “i" above the “t” and the only solution to sin and death—the only solution—is the cross of Jesus Christ. That’s the only solution. And if you want to understand why God is so angry and God is so full of a righteous indignation—a righteous anger—it will talk about a fierce anger in Lamentations—you want to go back in time. You want to go all the way back to what the Bible tells us about “before” God ever created the heavens and the earth. And 1 Peter 1 if you want to put a circle there for the creation of the earth—it’s like a timeline—1 Peter 1:17-20 give us the heart of God—the passion of God and what He’s like towards men that sin because He knows that sin brings death. So if you will go to 1 Peter in the New Testament. 1 Peter 1:17—it says this, 17 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges (Now I want you to get that—He impartially judges—there’s no partiality with God.) as to each one’s work, (He’s going to look at each human being’s work—each individual’s work.) He says, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing (this—knowing) that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile (or your empty or your vain) way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but (you were redeemed) with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 20 For He was (what?) foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you. So if we were to draw a timeline starting from the beginning of Creation and we were to go along in time eventually what we would come to is we would come to this cross—this cross—which is God’s only means—God’s only means—of taking care of sin and rescuing us from death which always follows sin, okay? So you see the cross. But the cross in the mind and in the heart of God was here before the foundation of the world. Because God in His omniscience, even before He created man knew that man was going to sin. And God because of His love and His compassion planned man’s redemption from sin. And yet what happens in Lamentations is these people—and I want you to listen carefully—these people are suffering something that they never had to suffer. These people are reaping a harvest they have sown to the wind and they have reaped the whirlwind (Hosea 8:7) and they never had to experience this. Because it is not God’s heart to do what He just did and what you and I have seen as we have studied Lamentations 1 and 2. It was not His heart to do that. You see—and you’re going to see it in chapter 3—that God does not willingly afflict the sons of man. God does not want to crush people under His feet because He’s God and that’s going to come home so well—you don’t want to miss next week’s assignment.

WHY GOD IS SO FULL OF RIGHTEOUS (OR FIERCE) ANGER?—THE HISTORY: 

· Genesis 2:4, 7-9, 16-17—The Beginning of the Sin Story. But I want us to go back to Genesis—because that’s my habit anyway—and technically I would take all these Scriptures and I would write them like that at a diagonal on this timeline, but I don’t have time so hang on with me and write down first—just make a list of Scriptures underneath this. Genesis 2:4, 7-9 and 16-17. Now Genesis 2 is when God comes along after He’s created man and put him in the Garden and He tells him what He expects of him. He has not created a puppet on the strings. Don’t let anyone ever tell you that He’s created a puppet and man’s a puppet on strings. He has given man free choice. If man has a free choice, man has to have an option. So He tells him that in that Garden there are two—He names two of the many trees in the Garden—the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. He tells him, “Don’t eat of the fruit of that tree of the knowledge of good and evil—in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” Now what has God done? God has given man who has a free will a commandment. He has told man, “I have created you and I want you to obey and this is what you have to do to obey and if you don’t obey and you eat of the fruit of that tree you will die—you will surely die.” 
· Genesis 3—The Serpent—Challenges God—Sin Has Consequences—First Promise of Redemption. Genesis 3 (if you want to look there). In Genesis 3 what you have is you have the serpent coming into the Garden of Eden. Now as the serpent comes into the Garden of Eden he is challenging the Word of God. And his first words are this: “Yea, has God said, (and this is his word to the woman) and he tells the woman that God is holding back on them. That God knows that the day that they eat of the fruit of that tree they will be like God, knowing good and evil. In other words, “You don’t need the restraints of God. You can be just like God and you can know good and evil.” So what does the woman do? She takes the fruit of the tree. She eats it. She gives it to Adam. Adam eats. And Romans 5:12—so put that in parenthesis right here and in Romans 5:12 this is what it says. It says, 12 By one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread (passed) to all men, because all (have what?) sinned. In other words (and he’ll say it again in Romans 3) the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). The soul who sins, it will die (Ezekiel 18:4). So just know this: any time you choose to sin it has a consequence of death—not always physical death—but it might be the death of your virginity—it might be the death of your innocence—it might be the death of a marriage—it might be—but death follows sin. But God doesn’t want any man to perish (2 Peter 3:9). So God has planned a redemption. God has planned a cross. And you see the first promise in Genesis 3—if you’ll go to Genesis 3:15. And this is the first promise of the gospel—the first promise of the Messiah—the Good News that there is deliverance from sin and death and that deliverance is in the form of the seed of the woman. Genesis 3:15 He says, 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman… (Now He’s talking to the serpent—the serpent that walked into the garden—now watch—he walked into the garden—he’s going to slither out of the garden because God’s going to make him eat dust for the rest of his life.) So what happens is He talks to the serpent and He says, 15 And I will put enmity Between you (the serpent) and the woman, And between your seed (the serpent’s seed) and her seed (the woman’s seed); He shall bruise you on the head, (He who? He the woman’s seed—will bruise you on the head. So automatically you know that the Redeemer is going to be a male that is going to bruise the head of the serpent.) And you (the serpent) shall bruise him on the heel.” (And crucifixion—crucifixion—is the one and only death that involved the bruising of the heel. The nail goes through the heel and that enables the victim to rise up and exhale and then come back down.) So here is the first promise and in that promise there’s the promise of the cross—of crucifixion. So God gives that promise and from there these people go on having this promise that they have a Redeemer. Having a promise that this one that has come and brought sin and death into the world is going to be defeated. Awesome! Awesome! And an absolutely awesome promise. So in Genesis 3:15 you want to write “Promise of Redemption.” Redemption means to “buy back.” To redeem something like a slave market means to buy the slave out of the market and set the slave free.
· Genesis 6—God Grieved Because He Made Man—The Flood. The next event I want us to consider is Genesis 6 and when you get to Genesis 6 what you find is you find God grieved because He has made man. He’s grieved. It doesn’t say that He’s angry. It says that He’s sorry in His heart—verse 6--6 The Lord was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. And so He is going to blot out man from off the face of this earth because everything about man is only evil—it’s sin—and death. And sin and death have to be dealt with by a righteous God. And so what you have is the account of the flood. The account of the flood is the judgment of God. In 2 Peter 3 what you see is way down here in the last days—after the crucifixion of Jesus Christ—in the last days that scoffers are going to come—that they are going to mock—they are going to say, “Oh, where’s the promise of His coming?... all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.” They deny the flood. Why do they deny the flood? Because the flood is the judgment of God on the face of this earth. It was a universal flood. He wiped out every human being on the face of this earth except Noah and Mrs. Noah and their three sons and their wives, Shem, Ham and Japheth. So what you see in Genesis 6 is you see a righteous God having to judge sin—a righteous God having to judge sin—a righteous God bringing destruction on the face of the earth and yet preserving life at the same time.
· Genesis 12—Abraham—Making of a Nation—Unconditional Covenant. Then you come to Genesis 12. Now remember this is the history of this city and the people of the city that are sitting so lonely. This is the history of the people that God got so angry with that He wipes out their city, He wipes out His temple—He destroys Jerusalem where He has placed His name. Why does He do that? He does that because of this righteous anger within Himself at sin and because He has to judge sin. So you come to Genesis 12. And in Genesis 12 those of you that have studied with us know that this is an extremely important chapter because out of all the Gentiles—all the Gentiles that are on the face of this earth—what God is going to do is God is going to reach down and He’s going to get one of these Gentiles—a man—and his name is Abram and from Abram He is going to make a nation that is going to be different than all the other nations on the face of this earth. And He tells Abram, “I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. So this city that God is destroying in Lamentations is a city of His Covenant People. This is a nation that God now from Genesis 12 that is going to work through all the way through the Old Testament and into the New Testament where in Romans 11 you see the salvation of the Jews. God is not through. God is working through a people—a people that He has just judged in Lamentations 1—I mean in Chronicles and other places but we’ve read about it in Lamentations 1.) Write this down under Genesis 12:1-3. Write Genesis 15—we’re not going to go there—but write Genesis 15:18 because there you see God making a covenant with Abraham. 
· Exodus 6—Moses—Covenant of Land to His People. In Exodus—this is where I want you to go because I want you to see something—go to Exodus 6. Now we’re moving through the Torah. We’re moving through the five books of the Law. We’re moving through this constitution by which Israel was to live. In Exodus 6 God speaks to Moses and He says in verse 2, “I am the Lord; And then He says, 3 and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but by My name, Lord, I did not make Myself known to them. 4 “I also established My (what?) covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned…. 6 “Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, ‘I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also (what?) redeem you (He’s a Redeemer.) I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments. 7 ‘Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; (How lonely sits the city? It’s the city of God.) He says, 7 ‘Then I will take you … and you shall know that I am the Lord your God, who brought you out …. 8 ‘I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you for a possession; I am the (what?) Lord.’ ” So you want to make sure that under Genesis 12 and 15 and Exodus 6 you have the fact that He is in covenant with Israel. He is in covenant with Israel. By the way, from Genesis 15 we know it’s an unconditional covenant. We know that when God makes the covenant and the animals are slain, He comes down in a smoking oven and in a flaming torch and when He comes down and He passes between the pieces, Abraham never walks through there—It’s an unconditional covenant. It will not be broken. God is the administrator—the sovereign administrator of all covenants. So He watches over this. 
· Exodus 24—Covenant of the Law. Now you come to Exodus 24:3 and Exodus 24:7-8 what you have is you have God making the covenant of the Law—the covenant of the Law. Now why is the city sitting so lonely in the Book of Lamentations? Because they broke the covenant of the Law. So the covenant of the Law is a Law that is like a schoolmaster to shut them up to the obedience—it is the statutes and the ordinances by which they are to live. And when He makes this covenant with them—Exodus 20 is the giving of the Ten Commandments—then you come over to Exodus 24and you have the inauguration of that covenant. You have the blood being shed. You have many of the symbols of a covenant being made in Exodus 24. They read the book of the covenant—the Book of the Law—and the people listen to it and they say, “All that God has commanded we will do.” They promised to keep this covenant. They promised to obey Him. Do they? Have they? No! If they had you wouldn’t have seen—I’m just going to put Lamentations over here and I’m just going to put like an orange fire—you wouldn’t see this ruin in the Book of Lamentations. So He’s made this Law with them. And you put down Galatians 3:23 that the Law is a schoolmaster—to bring you to Christ—to shut you up to obedience until faith in Jesus Christ would come.
· Leviticus 26—God’s Heart is to Redeem. Then you move to the next book of the Torah. Genesis, Exodus—what’s the third one? The Book of Leviticus and you’re going to study Leviticus 26 in your next lesson. But in Leviticus 26—you’re going to see this—but I’m telling you now—He tells them, “Look, I’m going to have to deal with you…” You saw this in Deuteronomy when you did your homework this week, but Leviticus is another aspect of this. “I’m going to punish you seven times for your sin. It’s not going to be tit for tat. You sin and it’s going to be worse—I will punish you up to seven times for your sin. And yet if you will look at Leviticus 26 I want you to look and I want you to see this—I want you to see God—look at verse 40. Leviticus 26:40, and you’re going to see this next week, but I had to preempt it. He’s saying, I’m going to punish you seven times for your sin, but 40 ‘If they confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their forefathers, in their unfaithfulness which they committed against Me, and also in their acting with hostility against Me—He says in verse 42,  42 then I will remember My covenant with (whom?) Jacob, (Who was Jacob? Jacob is the son of Isaac. Who was Isaac? The son of Abraham. What’s Jacob’s name going to be changed to? Israel.) So He is saying, and I will remember also My covenant with Isaac, and My covenant with Abraham as well, and I will remember the land. So here He is. What do you see in the heart of this God that has called us to be righteous? That has told us that we are to be obedient to Him and yet man sinned—did God just wipe them off the face of the earth? No. He let them multiply and multiply but the sin became too great. So then along comes a flood and destroys most of it but God saves a remnant of His creation—and from that remnant, Shem, Ham and Japheth. From Shem comes Abraham and from Abraham comes a nation and a covenant with this nation and with this people and you see that God’s heart is not to annihilate them—not to crush them under His feet—but His heart is to redeem them. His heart is to bless them. His heart is always the heart of Calvary that has been there and that is to redeem—redeem—redeem. He is a God that redeems. 
· Numbers 21 (John 3 and 2 Corinthians 5:21)—Redemption of God. So then we come to Numbers 21. And in Numbers 21:6-9 you have the account of the children of Israel sinning. And God’s so mad at them that He sends the serpents. The serpents bite the people. The people are dying. What does He say? Moses cries out, “God you’re going to destroy them all!” God’s heart is not destruction. God’s heart is healing. God’s heart is redemption. So He says, “Take a pole. Put a serpent on the pole and tell them that when they are bitten by that serpent if they’ll look at the serpent on the pole then they will be healed and then they won’t die.” Then you get to John 3 and Nicodemus is there and Jesus is talking to him and telling him that he must be born again and then he says 14 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up. The Son of Man symbolized by a serpent? Yes. 2 Corinthians 5:21 He who knew no sin was made to be sin for us … (Again the cross!) That you and I might have the righteousness of God in Him. So way back here in Numbers we see the heart of God—we see the redemption of God.
· Deuteronomy 30:15-20—CHOOSE! You come to Deuteronomy 30:15-20 and God is saying, 15 “See, I have set before you … life … and death… (You studied 28. You studied 29.) Now in 30 He’s saying, I have set before you life and … death … blessing and cursing….choose! He’s saying CHOOSE! And He’s saying to you and me: “Do you want to be like the city in Lamentations? Do you want to live in a people—in a nation like that? CHOOSE! Choose what you want. You have a choice.” 
· Joshua 24:20-24—Serve God & Godly Leadership. And then in Joshua 24:20-24 you see Joshua calling the people and saying to them, 20 “If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and consume you after He has done good to you.” 21 The people said to Joshua, “No, but we will serve the Lord.” 22 Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen for yourselves the Lord, to serve Him.” And they say in verse 24, “We will serve the Lord our God and we will obey His voice.” So once again here is a choice—here is a call—Serve Me. Serve Me and if you serve Me I will bless you. Now look, we’ve hit every book of the Bible from the beginning. We’ve moved from the Torah now to the fulfillment of the promise that He made to Abraham that He would give him a land. And in Joshua they go in and they take the land and they have victory and they have victory because of obedience to God. It’s a wonderful, wonderful time for Israel because they know what God says because Joshua’s not going to turn to the right and Joshua’s not going to turn to the left—Joshua’s made a decision! …as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. (Joshua 24:15) He’s the leader. You have godly leadership. 
· Judges 2:7-12—The Cycle of Sin. But then you come to the Book of Judges 2:7-12 and you’ll just have to write it down, but in Judges 2:7-12 you find that Joshua dies. The elders that know Joshua die. There arises a generation that does not know Joshua—that does not know the elders. In chapter 3:1-2 they are a generation that doesn’t know war. So what you have is you have these people that have no roots—do you understand? They don’t know these godly heroes. And this is the whole thing back in the USA and the education is to remove everything about God from our textbooks and to remove our history and to not let us know that we had fathers that feared God and feared the Word of God and we’re going to see in all probability what happened in Lamentations happen to us in America because our cup of iniquity is full. But in Judges you have 350 years—about 350 years of a cycle of sin—where they sin against God and where God as a result of that has to judge them. God has to judge sin! So God judges them and then there in their judgment, in their captivity, they cry to God. God is merciful. He’s a Redeemer. His mercies are new every morning (Lamentations 3:23). He delivers them. He raises up a deliverer. And He’s with them all the days of the deliverer’s life and then the deliverer dies. And then the people go back into sin and that same cycle goes on and on and on for 350 years.
· Ruth—Bloodline of the Redeemer. And then you have the Book of Ruth. The Book of Ruth—what’s the Book of Ruth about? It’s about a Jewish woman that gets a Moabite daughter-in-law who wants to come over and be—and remember this—who wants to come over and be part of the Jewish people. Your people shall be my people, and your God, my God etc. (Ruth 1:16). And what do we see? We see coming out of this relationship a Redeemer—the bloodline of the Redeemer. Ruth marries Boaz—Naomi’s kinsman. And you have the bloodline of Jesus because Boaz is going to have Obed and Obed is going to have David the king (through Jesse). So what you have is you have a beautiful picture of redemption. Once again God is showing His heart—His heart is not to destroy. Yes, He’s angry but His anger is a righteous anger. His anger has come out of His long-suffering until He can’t hold it in any longer and righteously He has to deal with it. 
· 1 Samuel 8:5-9 Rejection of God. You come to 1 Samuel 8:5-9 and the children of Israel are looking at Samuel their judge and they are saying, “We want a king. We want a king. We want to be like the other nations.” And God looks at the broken-hearted Samuel and He says, “Samuel, they have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me from being king over them.” Listen to me very carefully, the reason that you have Lamentations is because the children of God rejected the mastery of God over their lives because they did not want to obey God. So what you have is you have them getting Saul. And for 40 years you have a king that does not fear God, that does not obey God and that God has to deal with.
· 2 Samuel—A Man after God’s Own Heart—David—Davidic Covenant. So God is looking for a man after His own heart. He finds David—so in 2 Samuel what you have is you have David becoming king. God wiping out Saul—God wiping out the house of Saul and putting David on the throne because David is a man after God’s own heart (Acts 13:22.). Then what you see is you see another covenant—a Davidic Covenant—and that Davidic Covenant promises David that someday—someday—his seed—his descendant—will sit on the throne and he will rule over Israel—he will rule over the world. So when we look at the genealogy of the One that hangs on this cross, we find that He is a son of Abraham—He is a son of David—He is a Jew from the tribe of Judah. So what you have is you have a promise that although He dies that there is going to be—and you need to remember this—in the midst of judgment—in the midst of God’s nostrils flaring and His wrath coming down in all of its fury, you need to remember it is a righteous anger—it is a righteous wrath but there is a future and a hope because He is a Redeemer not a destroyer. So He is showing them—yes there is a future. And you and I no matter what we go through and I believe that the times that we are going through today—the times that we are living in right now—are times when God is showing us—“Hey, My Kingdom is at hand and you better wake up and you better look up and you better deal with sin” —although it’s painful and although it’s painful to see the corruption in the USA to see what is happening to the government of the USA which was never what our forefathers intended—when you see that it’s frustrating and hard to live with—unless—unless you know that it all has to get horribly bad before it gets good. And then you know—well it’s going to happen sometime—so let it come God because we know that there is a kingdom and we pray—Thy kingdom come—Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. So in 2 Samuel you have David when he rules for 40 years. 
· 1 and 2 Kings and Chronicles—God Chooses a City. And then David’s son sits on the throne. And what you see in 1 and 2 Kings and Chronicles is you see God choosing a city—it’s Jerusalem! It’s the how lonely sits the city. It’s the city of Lamentations 1—God chooses a city—that city’s name is Jerusalem. He puts His name there. God builds a temple—not through David, but through Solomon. He puts His name there. He puts His promises there. 2 Chronicles 6:14—just write it down and what you see is that God’s name is going to be there forever—forever. So when you look at Lamentations and you look at the destruction of the city, you know that because of the promises of God in 2 Samuel and Kings and Chronicles that this city may be destroyed but it is going to be God’s city forever. It has to be restored. So this is what they see. So what you see is you see them saying (in 2 Chronicles 6:14), “O Lord, the God of Israel, there is no god like You in heaven or on earth, keeping covenant and showing lovingkindness to Your servants who walk before You with all their heart. 
· 2 Kings 17—Sin Separates—Division of the Kingdom &Northern Kingdom into Captivity in 722 BC. And what do you find after Kings and Chronicles? You find the division of the kingdom. You find the division of the kingdom after Solomon—after Solomon. And what you see is this: Sin separates. Sin brings death. Death is separation. So you see that sins separates. And the Northern Kingdom—you have them going into the Assyrian captivity in 722 BC. In 2 Kings 17 (if you’ll go there) what you see in this chapter is you see God recounting to them (2 Kings 17) you see God recounting to the Northern Kingdom as they go into captivity. You see the King of Assyria defeating them in verse 5. You see him besieging for three years and destroying the Northern Kingdom and then you find the reason why (verse 7). 7 Now this came about because the sons of Israel had sinned against the Lord their God, who had brought them up from the land of Egypt … (verse 13)  13 … the Lord warned Israel and Judah through all His prophets and every seer, saying, “Turn from your evil ways and keep My commandments, My statutes according to all the law which I commanded your fathers, and which I sent to you through My servants the prophets.” 14 However, they did not listen… Because they did not listen they were taken into captivity—722 BC the Northern Kingdom goes into captivity. 
· 2 Chronicles 36—the Southern Kingdom into Babylonian captivity. God warns but the Southern Kingdom doesn’t listen. And so the Southern Kingdom goes into the Babylonian captivity. And so you see the capture—you see the fall of Jerusalem. How lonely sits the city (Lamentations). 2 Chronicles 36—the Babylonian captivity-- (if you will put that down) 2 Chronicles 36:15 listen to what it says. 15 The Lord, the God of their fathers, sent word to them again and again by His messengers, (Can you see Him heating up? Can you see Him holding in that breath? Can you see His nostrils begin to flare?) It says, because He had compassion on His people and on His dwelling place; 16 but they continually mocked the messengers of God, despised His words and scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose against His people, until there was no remedy. O the patience of God. O the longsuffering of God. O the lovingkindness of God—the lovingkindnesses of God. O that steadfast love—that HESED of God that has restrained Him all of this time until finally—finally—in 2 Chronicles He can’t handle it anymore. His righteousness demands and commands His wrath and His anger is poured out justly and righteously. Now think with me in a five minute journey—think with me—it says He sent His messengers—I want you to understand that when you see the wrath of God—the anger of God—How lonely sits the city (Lamentations)—this is a righteous God—this is a righteous anger—this has to come because of who God is—but you’re going to be so encouraged as you do your homework for this next week. But listen to what happens. You think of Elijah—we think of him as probably—Moses was a prophet—but we think of Elijah probably the first prophet -- the school of prophets. What does Elijah do? He stands before the people. He stands before these wicked people that are living under King Ahab and that and Jezebel and he says to those people, “How long will you (halt) hesitate between two opinions?”(1 Kings 18:21) this is when he’s calling down fire from God on a wet sacrifice. He says, “How long will you (halt) hesitate between two opinions? If God is God serve Him—serve Him—CHOOSE! Back to Joshua—CHOOSE! Back to Genesis—you have a choice to listen to the serpent or to listen to God! But know this, with every choice there’s consequences—and this is what you see. 
· Jonah—Nineveh repents. Then in Jonah. Yes, Jonah goes to Nineveh, but Jonah goes to this Assyrian people and they have enough sense to repent. And when they repent, God doesn’t destroy their city. What do we see in the Book of Kings and Chronicles? We see the prophets coming in. We see Jeremiah and I’m preempting myself a little bit, but saying “come and repent” and they don’t repent. But Jonah—he preaches and he doesn’t even want to—he wants them not to repent and they repent. 
· Amos 2:4—You’re not getting away with it. Amos 2:4: “For three transgressions of Judah and for four I will not revoke its punishment” He speaks to the nations and then He speaks to Israel and to Judah, “You’re not going to get away with it.” 
· Hosea—Played the Harlot. In Hosea what does He say? These are the prophets to the Northern Kingdom. To Hosea what does He say? “You have played…” (in the days of Hosea to His people) “You have played the harlot.” “You have played the harlot.”
· Lamentations 1:9—Lifted Up Skirts. What do we see in Lamentations 1:9? Her uncleanness was in her (what?) skirts. Ezekiel will say it too. Jeremiah will say it, “You lifted up your skirts to every passer-by…you fornicator. (See Ezekiel 16:15) You have other gods besides Me—other husbands.”
· Micah—What Does God Require? You look at the Southern Kingdom. Micah comes along. (Micah 6:8) What does God require? He requires to do justice. He requires to love, kindness and to walk humbly…but will they do that? No! No. 
· Zephaniah—Burning Anger of God—Will Restore Israel. You look at Zephaniah and you read about the burning anger of the Lord and then you read the end of Zephaniah and God’s anger is going to burn but God will give praise and renown and will restore the fortunes of Israel (Zephaniah 3:20). 
So when you read Lamentations you’ve got to read it in the context of Truth. It didn’t happen in a vacuum. It’s something that began in Genesis. And it has the foretelling of the cross of Jesus Christ. 
· Habakkuk—Live by Faith. You come to Habakkuk. “Why do you make Me see this stuff?” And He says, “An enemy is coming.” “You wouldn’t believe what’s going to happen if you were told and it’s Babylon” (Habakkuk 1:5-6) And he’s telling them “Live by faith.” “Live by faith.” (Habakkuk 2:4)
· Jeremiah, Daniel & Ezekiel—Watching Over His Word to Perform it & A Promise. And then you come to the three great prophets of the time of Judah. You come to Jeremiah who stays in the land. You have Daniel who was taken captive in 605 BC to Babylon. He’s in the palace. Jeremiah is on the ground. Jeremiah is but a youth. Jeremiah has God’s words put into him and he is to go and he is to speak them and he is not to be dismayed. And God tells Jeremiah, “You say every word because I am watching over My word to perform it.” (Jeremiah 1:12) And that’s what you and I need to remember. That’s what He has done in Lamentations. He is watching over His word to perform it. He is bringing to pass what he has prophesied—but it’s not the end—and that’s what you have to remember with Lamentations—yes it is lament. It is five laments—but it is not the end. There is a promise. And there is a covenant-keeping God. So what do you see? You see then Ezekiel taken captive in 597 BC among the 10,000 and what does Ezekiel see? Ezekiel sees the vision of the cloud of God’s shekinah glory—His presence leaving the temple! And leaving the city! And as the cloud leaves the city what happens? The cloud of His anger comes instead—and that’s Lamentations—the cloud of God’s anger on His people. And Lamentations 2:17 the ESV says, 17 …The Lord has accomplished His word. 
CONCLUSION. Precious ones just know this: that God doesn’t change, God doesn’t alter. God has spoken and so it shall come to pass. He watches over His word to fulfill it and if you will live righteously you will receive His blessings. But if you sin, sin always brings a consequence and that consequence is death in one form or another. Now do you understand what made God’s nostrils flare? That made Him hot? That brought His fury? If only they had listened.

PRAYER. Let’s pray. Father I pray that we will listen—that we will listen—that we will remember that we are man and that You are God—that we will meditate on Your Word and observe to do all that You have commanded us (Deut. 24:8) and that we will not turn to the right and we will not turn to the left so that we, Father, might have success. So that we might prosper in holiness and in righteousness, in justice, in walking humbly before our Lord that we might hear Your, “Well done.” And Father that we might rejoice knowing that when we see You we won’t be ashamed. Thank You for Calvary. Thank You for Jesus who makes it all possible. In Your name we pray. Amen. 
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