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INTRODUCTION. When God does what He has to do to deal thoroughly with our sins, we can know that He has done His job. He has done His perfect work. So what does that mean to us? That means that as we sit there in the rubble of the aftermath of our sin that there is recovery if we are a child of God. Or, if we’re not a child of God, if we will become a child of God there is recovery. And there’s recovery because God knows how to do redemption and when He does redemption He does it thoroughly. 
THREE ILLUSTRATIONS. So what is God’s message to you and to me as we come to this final lesson in Lamentations? It is: Lift up those hands that hang down. Quit saying, “I can’t move.” Make your legs strong and go forward because God is God. This is what we want to look at as we look at the Book of Lamentations and at chapter 4 and at chapter 5—those final two chapters. And as we do what I want to do is I want to share with you three illustrations that I got within the last seven days—so they are very, very fresh. 

1. One is from a woman who wrote me a year ago—a year ago—we’re cutting this in the year 2010—in case you see me in 2012 you’re not shocked—but anyway—but this letter—this email starts off this way: I am desperate. My husband of almost 19 years told me Saturday that 14 years ago he was with another woman while on a trip with work. He has had sex six times with four different women. His last encounter was ten years ago. I am totally shocked. I don’t know what to do. I love my husband but now I feel that we have been living a lie for the past 14 years. We have four children. My heart is broken in two and I just want to die. And what made it even worse for her was when she tracked back in her mind to 14 years before. She had been leading a Marriage Without Regrets our Precept course on marriage. So she felt so betrayed. She said, You would never imagine this about him. I can’t see it happening. I thought I was safe with him. My father had an affair on my mom and I lived through that and really had a hard time trusting men until I met my husband. He seemed to have such a heart for God. We’ve always been involved in our church. He is looked up to and respected by everyone that knows him. He told me that he felt God was withholding His blessings on our family because of his unconfessed sin. He needed to get right before me and God. He was willing to do everything to make it right. He’s been on his knees begging me to forgive him. I am so confused, I can’t even get my mind around this. He is a wonderful husband and father. He really is. He takes such good care of me and I feel he truly loves me. I almost wish he was a jerk and mistreated me so I could leave him. I can’t do that to the kids. It devastated me when my father left mom and my parents divorced. It was horrible. But how can I get the images out of my head? How can I not hate him and hold that against him for the rest of our lives together? I’m so hurt and I want him to feel the pain that he has caused me. I know God. I know all the verses that apply to this. I know the right answers. I’ve been a believer since I was six years old. I’ve been faithful. I’ve taken Precept courses since I was 18—even taught them for three years. I’ve been to many Women’s Conferences with you. You actually prayed with me in the bookstore when I was about 21 for my mom and her situation. I’ve even eaten dinner with you in the dining room. It’s been about seven years since I’ve been able to attend a Conference in Chattanooga—I just want to get away and get quiet with God and soak up His Word. I need Him to minister to my heart. Now a godly woman—many godly women that work with us—but one that handles my correspondence and my email—and she took this woman under her wing and ministered to her for one solid year through the emails. That marriage is intact. And that marriage after a year now is better than it ever could be. But now just imagine—you heard the woman’s side—just imagine the man’s side. He sinned. He could not stand living in the conviction of that unconfessed sin. He had to make it right with God and he took the risk and he did. And now this couple is fulfilled.
2. This came—this came—a couple of days ago and she says, Most of all I want to thank you. She studies with us at LightSource.com. She says, Most of all I want to thank you for sharing your testimony. You see, I too am the mother of two boys. I too have been through a terrible divorce after having an affair. I too went through so much with the father of my two boys and he had many affairs on me as well. We had a very rocky marriage and I think because we were as the Bible says, “unequally yoked.” Still that doesn’t make it feel any better and it sure doesn’t make it any more right. If anything, I knew better. I want so much to be like you—to be used by God… (and I’m jumping a bunch of things.) I too pray that God will use my life’s ashes for His glory. I’ve carried this burden of pain now for eight years (the pain of her sin for eight years—and listen to what it’s done to her). She says, I am ready to lay it down; I am so tired. I have developed a chronic illness during all of this. I believe it was because I internalized the pain of what I’d done inside myself until I became physically sick.
3. And what’s the third one? The third one is a college boy—a college boy that was straight A’s in school—that excelled—that was an example in his church, an example in his school of a godly young man who went away to college. And there was a guy in that college that came up to him in the dorm after watching him and he says, “You know what?” He says, “You’re the guy I’ve been looking for.” And that man took this young college boy and got him into sin. He was flunking in school. His parents had enough wisdom to pull him out of school. He’s so ashamed. He’s so beaten down because he hurt his testimony. What do you do? What do you do? Well I want you to know one thing, if you are still alive after doing whatever you did, I can guarantee you this: God wants to bring you out of the aftermath of that rebellion, take you out of the rubble, dust off the dust that has made the gold in you, God in you, dull—as we see in Lamentations 4—how dark the gold has become when it’s supposed to be shining—it’s supposed to be radiant—and He wants you to know that you are still precious to Him—and because you are alive—because he didn’t kill you with the sword—because He didn’t kill you with the famine—so to speak if you studied Jeremiah—and He didn’t kill you with the pestilence and you’re still alive—there is hope because there is God. And when God deals with sin He does a very thorough job. And because He does a thorough job then you can move out and be what God intends for you to be. Let’s look at it.
HOW DO YOU GET OUT OF THE RUBBLE? SIX THINGS TO SEE. What I’m going to do is I’m going to take you through Lamentations 4 and 5…just hitting high spots. You’ve studied it; you’ve discussed it. Now what I want to do is I want to take those precepts for life that are imbedded here and I want to show you what you do at this point. God could have stopped it at Lamentations 3. The Lord’s lovingkindnesses … are new every morning; … His compassions (mercies) never fail (fail not). He’s a compassionate God. That could have been it—it’s over—it’s done—you go to God! Yeah, you go to God but then—but then—how do you get out of the rubble? How do you lay aside—how does this man that did this to his wife –and the wife never let the children know—and the wife never let the children know because the woman on our staff that counseled had been through similar experiences and a loved one had been through a similar experience. And so the one that counseled out of her ashes and out of the things in her life that were so painful but some of them guarded, that woman was able to minister to another woman. So here what you have is it’s not me—not me—but this gal ministering to another gal.
1. God has judged. So #1 what I want you to see is this. I’m going to show you six things—six things. God has judged. God has judged and this is so important that you understand that because if you understand God and you understand sin, you know that God has to judge sin. So God has judged. Lamentations 4:1-2. 1 How dark the gold has become, How the pure gold has changed! The sacred stones are poured out At the corner of every street. (There was gold embedded in the walls of that temple that Solomon had built and now those stones were torn down but all the dust and all the rubble that once made this temple which was just like shining gold—made it a light on a hill—has now in a sense become dusty because of the rubble—because of the destruction—and you can’t see that light—you can’t see it. Pete was saying at our leaders’ meeting how when you come up to Jerusalem you go up because it’s up—it’s high. And you can imagine as you come over and crest that Mount of Olives and you see the temple there. If you have an Inductive Study Bible you can see a picture of it. And just glittering under the moon and the stars and that. And he says, 2 The precious sons of Zion, (Now listen to what he calls them—he doesn’t say, “Those dirty, worthless, no good sons of Zion.”) he says, 2 The precious sons of Zion, Weighed against fine gold, How they are regarded as earthen jars, The work of a potter’s hands! Look at verse 6. 6 For the iniquity of the daughter of my people Is greater than the sin of Sodom, Which was overthrown as in a moment, And no hands were turned toward her (Sodom). There was no one to help Sodom when it was overturned just like that. Now there are two ways to translate this. And one is the way that it’s translated: that the iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than the sin of Sodom. And others translate it: that the punishment for the iniquity of the daughter of my people was greater than the punishment of the daughter of Sodom. Now you can go towards that translation but it doesn’t fit the context to me. It doesn’t fit the context because when you look when Sodom was destroyed—they had no hope—it was gone forever. But with God because these are His precious sons—because this is His covenant nation. So then the next verse I want you to look at is verse 11. 11 The Lord has accomplished His wrath; and that word for “wrath” is HEMA and it means “hot.” God is boiling. He has poured out His fierce anger. And that word for “fierce anger” is AP. And it means as I told you in our study last week it means “nostrils are flaring.” And it says, 11 …He has kindled a fire in Zion Which has consumed its foundations. And He has kindled a fire in Zion Which has consumed its foundations. He says, 11 The Lord has done (what?) with His wrath? He’s accomplished it. He’s completed it. It is over and that is so important for you to remember—as I told you. God has judged.  And as a result of God’s judgment they are dismayed at what God has done—verse 12. 12 The kings of the earth did not believe, Nor did any of the inhabitants of the world, (nobody could go in and defeat that nation and tear down the temple since it had been built by Solomon. It says, 12 The kings of the earth did not believe, Nor did any of the inhabitants of the world, That the adversary and the enemy Could enter the gates of Jerusalem.
2. Did anyone confront your sin? The second point that I want you to put down is this: Did anyone confront your sin? Did anyone confront your sin? God has judged you, but before God judged you did anyone confront your sin? Did anyone—did anyone—come to you and say, “I want you to know I know what’s going on. I want you to know that that is wrong.” Look at Lamentations 4:13-14 because there’s a lesson here for us and I don’t want us to miss it. 13 Because of the sins of her prophets And the iniquities of her priests, Who have shed in her midst The blood of the righteous; (Now those that have heard Ezekiel understand—I put you as a watchman on the tower. And if you see the enemy coming and you don’t warn them, then I’m going to require their blood at your hands. You and I are to confront. You and I are to warn about sin. You and I are to warn about the enemy. We are to warn people that God is a holy God and God deals with sin thoroughly—and you will not escape—you cannot escape. We need to remind them as the Scripture says in 1 Peter 4:17 that judgment begins at the house of God.) so what’s the consequence in verse 14? 14 They wandered, (they wandered) because the priests and the prophets didn’t do their job they wandered blind, in the streets; They were defiled with blood So that no one could touch their garments. Because of their sin they are wandering blind in the streets because nobody is showing them truth in dealing with them. What I want you to see is 1 Corinthians 5 just go there. In 1 Corinthians 5 you have a church that is tolerating sin—that is not dealing with sin. 1 Corinthians 5:1 1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father’s wife. 2 You have become (what?) arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst. You’ve got a guy that is a sinner that is professing to be a Christian and could well be, and you’re not dealing with the sin. So he comes down and he says, 5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. In other words, you deal with him. You tell him what’s coming. You stop praying for him. Let him self-destruct so that his spirit can be saved in the day of Jesus Christ. What is he saying? He’s saying, “There is redemption for a precious child of God. There is redemption. Yes you can get into sin. If you are living habitually in sin the same way that you lived before you got saved – you really didn’t get saved. But Christians can sin. Christians can fall. So then he tells them what to do and how they are to behave and I don’t have time to go into it. But look at Galatians 6:1. After Corinthians go to Galatians 6:1. 1 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. You be careful that you don’t get seduced. So what is he saying? What do we learn here? This is my take on it—especially in the times that we are living. We may have rulers that are ungodly so what stops the ungodliness? What do we do if the political leadership of a country is corrupt so there is no godliness filtering down? What stops the ungodliness from getting and corrupting the nation? I believe it’s the prophets and the priests. I believe it’s those that have a platform to give forth the Word of God and woe be unto us when we tickle their ears (2 Timothy 4:3). Woe be unto us when we manipulate them to get the people’s money. Woe be unto us when we sheared the sheep instead of taking care of the sheep and we look at what a true shepherd is like. But when you look at this, I believe as 2 Thessalonians 2 says that the spirit of God in us as a kingdom of priests unto God are His restrainers of evil. And then when the rapture comes and we’re taken out of the way—all hell will break loose. God has judged; people are dismayed and their sin was not confronted—their sin was not confronted because the priests and the prophets didn’t do their job. Now does that excuse the people? Oh no. It does not excuse the people. But I want you to remember something. They didn’t walk around with their own copy of the Word of God. I mean they didn’t have printing presses. Copies of the Word of God were hard (to get). They had to go and listen to it and they didn’t have synagogues then. Synagogues came after the captivity. So what you have is you have them having to collect and to gather together to hear the Word of God and to hear the message of the prophets in the streets as Jeremiah brought his. When you are sitting in the rubble of your sin you feel unclean. You feel unclean; you know you’re unclean and that’s good. Lamentations 4:15. They were saying (these unclean people) 15 “Depart! Unclean!” they cried of them(what?) of themselves. “Depart, depart, do not touch!” Do not touch! I’m unclean! And I want you to know that when you are unclean it’s good to know that you are unclean. And it is good to confess that you are unclean. Go to 1 John 1:6. It says, 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him (with Jesus) and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship (sharing in common) with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son (what?) cleanses us from all sin. Now listen. When your intent is to walk in the Light—when your intent is to be right with God—when your intent is to have God show you your sin and not hide it—then God knows your heart and the blood of Jesus Christ keeps on cleansing you from all sin. But these people in the days of Jeremiah and Ezekiel and Daniel and the kings that we know about—that was not their desire—that was not their desire. He says, 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves (and that’s what the children of Judah saw and that’s what they heard. The prophets were saying, “Peace, peace,” when there was no peace. (Jeremiah 6:14) They were playing the harlot. They were trouping to the harlot’s house. They were like horses in heat. That’s what he says in Jeremiah 5:7-8. He says (1 John 1:9), 9 If we confess our sins, (and this is what you need to remember) 9 If we confess our sins, (if we HOMOLOGEO. If we name them for what they are.) He (God) is faithful and righteous to forgive us our (what?) sins and to (what?) cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us. 1 My little children, (so I’m going to take you all the way through—verse 1 of chapter 2) 1 … I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. (now watch) And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2 and He Himself is the propitiation (the satisfaction) for our sins; and not for ours only, but also for those of the whole world. So when you are sitting in the rubble and God has done a thorough job and has taken care of your sin, you feel unclean and that is good—but get over it. You feel unclean and that is good—but get over it. Confess your sin! Acknowledge it! Now listen, you don’t have to forgive yourself—that is NOT a biblical teaching. If God forgives you, it’s God you offended and God forgives you. To say, “I can’t forgive myself,” is a lack of faith and you sinned against God. Okay? 
3. Man is not the cure. The third thing you need to realize is: Man is not the cure. Man is not the cure. When you are sitting in the rubble in the aftermath of your sin and rebellion, man is not the cure. It’s God who wounded you! It’s God who dealt with your sin and only God can heal you. Okay? It is God who dealt with your sin. It’s God who wounded you. Deuteronomy 32:39. It’s a marvelous verse to know. In fact one of these people in one of these letters quoted it to me. Deuteronomy 32:39 39 ‘See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I who (what?) can heal, (I have wounded and it is I who can heal.) And if you are still alive, you can know He kills, He wounds, He heals, He kills, He makes alive. Job 5:18, 1 Samuel 2:6. He is the Lord that does all these things. So then go to Psalm 51 and this is your Psalm. This is the Psalm that have so turned their back on God. This is David’s Psalm. Psalm 51:4 he says, 4 Against You, You only, I have sinned And done what is evil in Your sight, So that You (You who? God.) You are justified when You speak And blameless when You (what?) judge (You are blameless God when you judge.) And God has judged and that’s what we see in Lamentations. Is God guilty? Oh no—God is righteous. And He is blameless. And you have sinned against Him. Then you come to verse 6. 6 Behold, You desire truth in the innermost being, And in the hidden part You will make me know wisdom. 7 Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Make me to hear joy and gladness, Let the bones which You have broken (what?) rejoice. (Takes on new dimension doesn’t it after Lamentations?) 9 Hide Your face from my sins And blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me. (Who’s going to do it? God!) 11 Do not cast me away from Your presence And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation And sustain me with a willing spirit. 13 Then I will (what?) teach transgressors Your ways, And sinners will be converted to You. There is redemption. There is life. There is ministry after the rubble. There is and you and I need to know that. But you need to know that man is not the cure. And I didn’t show you that in Lamentations so I want you to go back and just see it in Lamentations 4:17. I forgot to write it down. But this is what it says in verse 17: 17 Yet our eyes failed, Looking for help was useless; In our watching we have watched For a nation that could not save. See? So when you’re in this state, you’ve got to remember man is not the cure—4:17—God is the cure. God is the cure. God wounded you. God is the cure. 
4. You’ve taken your punishment. The fourth thing that I want you to see is: You’ve taken your punishment. You’ve taken your punishment. And this is Lamentations 3 and look at it—look at verse 25. 25 The Lord is good to those who wait for Him, To the person who seeks Him. 26 It is good that he waits silently For the salvation of the Lord. 27 It is good for a man that he should bear The yoke in his youth. 28 Let him sit alone and be silent Since He has laid it on him. 29 Let him put his mouth in the dust, Perhaps there is hope. 30 Let him give his cheek to the smiter, Let him be filled with reproach. 31 For the Lord will not reject (what?) forever. I am the man who has seen affliction—chapter 3 opens up with 1 I am the man who has seen affliction. I am the man who has suffered. So what you see is you’ve taken your punishment. And he says, 31 For the Lord will not reject forever, 32 For if He causes (what?) grief, (if He causes grief—if He doesn’t kill you—If He judges you—if He causes you grief—grief like this man had—grief so bad that he had to confess a sin that was 14 years old and 10 years old although since then he had been faithful—if the Lord causes grief) Then…he says, 31 For the Lord will not reject forever, 32 For if He causes grief, Then He will have (what?) compassion. (Why?) Because verse 22—because God is God. 22 The Lord’s lovingkindnesses indeed never cease, For His compassions never fail. 23 They are new (what?) every morning; Great is Your faithfulness. So verse 32 of chapter 3. 32 For if He causes grief, Then He will have compassion According to His abundant lovingkindness. 33 For He does not afflict willingly Or grieve the sons of men. 34 To crush under His feet All the prisoners of the land, (He doesn’t do that.) So what is this point? You have taken your punishment. I want you to go to Hebrews 12. And in Hebrews 12—we call it the “Chastening Chapter.” We call it the “PAIDEIA” chapter which means the discipline of children—the child—the training of children. We know that those in the Book of Hebrews were suffering. We know that many of them were thinking of just giving up on their Christianity. But Hebrews 12:5. 5 and you have forgotten the exhortation which is addressed to you as sons, “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, Nor (what? And this is very important) don’t faint when you are reproved by Him; 6 For those whom the Lord loves He (what?) disciplines, What does He call them in Lamentations 4? Precious sons of Zion (4:2) And He scourges every son whom He receives.” Now when he says this, he has just quoted two passages. He quoted Job—so you want to go to Job—Now Job was a righteous man. Job wasn’t in the status or the status or the condition of the children of Israel. He was a righteous man but he quotes this verse so we need to look at it and it is Job 5:17 and the Spirit of God has gone back through the author of Hebrews and picked up this verse. 17 “Behold, how happy (happy, happy, happy) is the man whom God reproves, So do not despise the discipline of the Almighty. You’re not dead! You’re just in the woodshed! 18 “For He inflicts pain, and gives relief; He wounds, and His hands (what?) also heal. So God does a thorough job with your sin. Now the next verse that he quotes is Proverbs 3. So while you’re in the neighborhood let’s go to Proverbs 3. And in Proverbs 3:11-13 this is what we read, 11 My son, do not reject the discipline (or the instruction) of the Lord Or loathe His reproof, 12 For whom the Lord loves He (what?) reproves, Even as a father corrects the son in whom he delights. 13 How blessed is the man who finds wisdom And the man who gains understanding. And I included that because it is wisdom to know and understand God. It is wisdom to understand that if you are alive and you know Christ and you are in the rubble and the aftermath of your sin and your rebellion that God loves you! And God is going to pull you out! And He’s not going to pull you out and put you on a shelf! Because Psalm 51 tells us then I can covert sinners to Your ways. Then I can be used of You. And you have a message. It’s a hard way to get a message—but you got it.

5. Now precious one—child of God—when your punishment is complete, move on. Now in the light of all this precious one…have you got it? Point 5 is: Now precious one—child of God—when your punishment is complete, move on—move on—move on. Have you got it? I want you to go to Lamentations 4:22. I’ve been dying to get to this verse. I love this verse. 22 The punishment of your iniquity has been completed, O daughter of Zion; 22 The punishment of your iniquity has been completed, O daughter of Zion; He will exile you no longer. But (now listen—contrast) He will punish your iniquity, O daughter of Edom; (daughter of Edom that’s looked on and has rejoiced at what happened to them.) He will expose your (daughter of Edom’s) sins! Do you see the contrast? Do you see the contrast between the child of God? What does God say in Malachi 1:2-3? Jacob have I loved; Esau have I (what?) hated. All the way through when we studied Isaiah—when we’ve studied Jeremiah and when we get to Ezekiel you’ll see what God says about Edom. He doesn’t like them and He’s going to judge them. Now He judges His children, but He restores them because when He judges He does a good job and it says this in verse 22. 22 The punishment of your iniquity has been (what?) completed, O daughter of Zion; He will (what?) exile you no longer. The punishment is over. Go back to verse 11 of chapter 4 (Lamentations). 11 The Lord has accomplished His wrath, He has poured out His fierce anger; And He has kindled a fire in Zion Which has consumed its foundations. 22 The punishment of your iniquity has been completed, (I jumped to verse 22) O daughter of Zion; He will exile you no longer. Have you got it? And then just because He wants you to see the contrast, He brings in Edom and He shows you the contrast. See—Edom—there’s not going to be recovery. Why? Because they are not precious sons of Zion. They’re not God’s kids. But there is (going to be recovery) for God’s children. Now for you to sit and remain in the rubble—shame on you! Precious ones move on—move on. In Lamentations 5:1 look at what he says, 1 Remember, O Lord, what has befallen us; Look, and see our reproach! So how do you move on? You say, “God look at me! Look, see my reproach.” And then he talks about it and then you come down to verse 16. 16 The crown has fallen from our head; (16 The crown has fallen from our head); Woe to us, for we have sinned! Look at verse 17. 17 Because of this our heart is faint, Because of these things our eyes are (what?) dim; This is where I am so what do you do? You move on. Go to Hebrews 12. You’ve got to know this chapter—it’s awesome! In Hebrews 12:11 listen to what he says, 11 All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, (In other words, He’s wailing you and you are crying—you’re not rejoicing.) but sorrowful; yet (yet—yet) to those who have been trained by it [trained by (what?) discipline!], afterwards (afterwards—afterwards—there is an afterwards) it yields the peaceful fruit of (what?) righteousness. The woman that one of our staff counseled did not leave her husband. She has the peaceful fruit of righteousness. The man who confessed his sin no longer has it weighing over him; he has the peaceful fruit of righteousness. The young guy that is doing right in college now is having the peaceful fruit of righteousness—been chastened—got punished—wasn’t joyful—but afterwards it yields. 12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak. Hey! Don’t hang down like this and say, “Oh poor me, I can’t help but look at me! I’ll never be used of God. Oh, if I only hadn’t. Oh let me tell you about it. Oh no I can’t do that. Oh no I can’t serve the Lord because of what I’ve done.” Quit it! Stop it! God has done His job! Believe God has done His job! Yield to God! Remember who He is. Remember who you are. You are a precious child of God and so yield. He says, 12 Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are (what?) feeble. Come on. I always say, “I may feel my pain when I stand up, but I ain’t gonna act like it!” I’m not going to walk like an old woman. I’m not going to grunt and groan like an old woman. Okay, we’ll go on—76 (her age). 13 and make straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be (what?) put out of—put out of joint, but rather be healed (be healed—that’s what he says—look at what he says) but rather be healed 14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification (pursue sanctification—pursue holiness—you had it—pursue it again!) without which no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; (Listen, if you don’t get up and move on when God has dealt with you thoroughly, then you are coming short of the grace of God. You are not latching on to that grace which is sufficient, which is powerful—2 Corinthians 12:9) 15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled; (Now watch where he takes us) 16 that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, (Who is Esau? He’s an Edomite. Isn’t it interesting that in Lamentations 4 that he brings Esau onto the table and he does it here? Both in disciplining chapters.) 16 that there be no immoral or godless person like Esau, who sold his own birthright for a single meal. 17 For you know that even afterwards, when he desired to inherit the blessing, he was rejected, for he found no place for repentance, though he sought for it with (what?) tears. He cried but he didn’t repent—he did not repent. And see to repent means to have a change of mind about what God says and to act according to that truth.
6. You come running! So number 6 what do you do? The sixth and final one. You come running! You come running! You come running to the mercy seat! You come running! You come running! You’ve straightened up your hands. You’ve got your knees straight. You’re going to walk in that straight path, so what do you do? You come running! You come running to the mercy seat! I love that song. I love that song. Listen to it. Come running to the mercy seat. Alright, how do you do that? Well, I want you to go back to Lamentations. And how does Lamentations 5 end? 19 You, O Lord, rule (what?) forever; (Lamentations 5:19) Your throne is from generation to generation (it never stops). 20 Why do You forget us forever? Why do You forsake us so long? 21 Restore us to You, (you come running to the mercy seat and what do you say? Restore me. Restore me. Restore me to You.) 21 Restore us to You, O Lord, that we may be restored; (He’s the One that does the restoration.) Renew our days as of old, (You say, “But I don’t like the last line. It is kind of a bummer isn’t it? But do you know what it does? It’s poetic and it brings you back to the answer to that question. It brings you to humility. It brings you to submission where you belong. It puts you flat on your face.) 22 Unless You have utterly rejected us And are exceedingly angry with us. I’m asking You to restore me unless you are—but you know what? If you’ve run to the throne, you know He isn’t. You know He isn’t. If you are still alive, you know He isn’t. No, no, no He’s not exceedingly angry and you know this (why?) because you look forward in time to Jesus Christ—to the cross of Jesus Christ. And you look forward to Romans 11 when he says God has not rejected Israel forever. But there is a day coming and it’s in Romans 11. So you put it in the context of all the Word of God. Romans 11:28 28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved for the sake of the fathers; 29 for the gifts and the calling of God are (what?) irrevocable.  So backing up to verse 26, 26 so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob.” 27 “This is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins.” This is God. 
CONCLUSION. So I want you to go to Hebrews—we’ll close with Hebrews 10:14. He says, 14 For by one offering (now watch the words) He (God) has perfected (now watch the time phrase) for all time those who are sanctified (present tense—who are [what?] being sanctified). It’s a process beloved. So get up out of the rubble. God has dealt thoroughly with your sin and He is not finished with you. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 16 “This is the covenant that I will make with them (Jeremiah 31:31) After those days, says the Lord: I will put My laws upon their heart, And on their mind I will write them,” He then says, 17 “And their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” 18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin. 19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place. [What’s in the holy place? The arc of the covenant! The box that contains the Law that shows us our sin—covered with a mercy seat. And on that mercy seat there is the blood of the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world (John 1:29)—who sanctifies us once for all (Hebrews 10:10) from running to the mercy seat!] He says, confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil (that He tore in two-Matthew 27:51, Mark 15:38, Luke 23:45), that is, His flesh, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, (full assurance of faith—that’s what God’s calling you to have in the lesson today) having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Come running! Come running to the mercy seat. Hebrews 12:18 18 For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and whirlwind, 19 and to the blast of a trumpet and the sound of words which sound was such that those who heard begged that no further word be spoken to them. 20 For they could not bear the command, “If even a beast touches the mountain, it will be stoned.” Under the Old Covenant they didn’t want to come to God because they were scared to death, but listen to what it says. 21 And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, “I am full of fear and trembling.” That’s not the mountain. You haven’t come to Mount Sinai beloved, 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits (now listen) of the righteous made perfect (made complete—David, and others—Moses and others that sinned—made perfect), 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel. Now listen, this is the message to you today, see to it that you do not refuse Him who has spoken. God says, “Come running. Come running.” And Lamentations ends with the fact that the punishment of your iniquity is complete. So you say, “Remember us O God, Restore us O God,” and He will and He will use you. Just come running to the mercy seat.

PRAYER. O Father we thank You for the mercy seat. We thank You that Jesus has entered through the veil—that He is the veil. That He has entered into Your presence and that His blood has been put on that mercy seat. And that we now can know Your salvation. Salvation from the penalty of sin, from the power of sin and, some day Lord, from the presence of sin. Thank You for so great a salvation. Thank You for being a God of mercy. Thank You for Your lovingkindness—for Your HESED—Your steadfast love that never fails. We love You and we praise You. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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