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Introduction. Have you ever been in a relationship where you just weren’t sure how you were doing? Perhaps if you’re married you go back to the early days of your marriage and you noticed your wife just didn’t seem quite right. She seemed a little upset and so you asked her, “What’s wrong?” And her answer was, “Nothing.” ( I didn’t know this, but at the beginning of my relationship with my wife I should have known that meant there was something wrong—even though she said, “nothing” it meant something was wrong. Maybe a relationship you have with a friend… There are things that are indicators in your relationship that tell you whether you are doing well or poorly—whether the relationship is thriving or maybe it’s dying. There should be some indicators. Well, let me ask you this: How do you know that your relationship with your heavenly Father is going well? How do you know things are what they are supposed to be between you and the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit? I asked this question of the day to a group of friends and one of them answered, “Well, if I can sleep—if I have a good night’s rest of unmedicated sleep then that’s an indicator that things are going well.” Of course there are those who when they suffer depression that’s exactly what they do and when things aren’t going well, sleep becomes their way to escape things. So sleep is probably not the best way to determine: How are you and your heavenly Father doing?
Worship good indicator of standing with God. This question we could pose to Malachi and I believe from chapter 1 we could see in chapter 1 that the way they worshiped was a good indicator of their standing with God. Go back to chapter 1 he says in Malachi 1:6 that they have despised His name. There is a clear indicator there that something is wrong. They have despised or defiled the name of God. They have not brought Him the honor or the respect His name was due. How did they know that—what were the indicators that—what were the things going on that God, through Malachi, would then point to? Well He says in verse 6, when they asked ‘How have we despised Your name?’ He says very simply 7 “You are presenting defiled food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How have we defiled You?’ In that you say, ‘The table of the Lord is to be despised.’ So it begins with this aspect of worship where they were to bring a sacrifice to God and they were to bring a sacrifice to God oftentimes because there was a problem. Sin had entered into the relationship and so in order to set that relationship right they had to bring a sacrifice. Now this wasn’t something they invented was it? Sacrificial system wasn’t something that the Hebrews said, “We’ve done our homework—we’ve done our research—and the cultures around us when they want something from their god they’ll tend to bring an offering or a sacrifice—No. We know very clearly from the Torah—from the first five books of the Bible—that God very clearly, in great detail spelled out what the offering system was to be about—how they were to do it. And it was, “you’ve done your homework and you know from weeks past that in this that they were to bring their very best—they were to bring something without defect. And built into that symbolism is, “Lord, we come to honor You and in order to honor You we bring you the very best we can come up with.” 

Condition. But what was the condition in chapter 1? Instead of bringing their very best, what did they bring? The lame, the sick, the blind, perhaps that which was taken by robbery. You see, what we find out in chapter 1 is they were treating God a lot lower than He was worth by bringing the leftovers. Okay, I’ve got a great sheep here. It’s the best—he will bring me a lot in the market—very profitable. Or, I can bring this sickly, one-legged sheep that’s probably not going to make it to the end of the week. I can’t get anything in the market for it anyway—God demands a sacrifice so—let me give You this. So they began to present it. So God makes it very clear (doesn’t He?) that this operation –this kind of sacrifice was not honoring God’s name. So we know one way how we know our standing with God is in the right place is by how we worship. We examined last week that the way you worship reflects what you really think about God. Oh my goodness, if we just pause for a moment and looked at the current culture of worship in the USA. We could spend hours coming at it from all different angles but just the fact of the lack of reverence—the lack of fear—for goodness sakes the lack of attendance in corporate worship is waning! If you watch some of the worship around the country you begin to think God is from Las Vegas and He likes to be entertained and He’s all about show lights and show tunes. Some of my friends were talking the other day about worship and they’ve got a new worship leader at their church and my friend was saying, “You know, if he would just sing the chorus, but he keeps going off on these la-la-la-la while we’re trying to sing together and he’s doing all these little rifts off the side and – you know—you just kind of watch.” Is that bringing honor to God? Or, when we have His Word and we'll see this here in chapter 2 as well, but when we have His Word in worship and what role does God’s Word play in worship? Well, honestly today, either it’s on a screen it’s not in their laps and Bibles –they don’t bring them anymore—it’s up on the big screen and it’s a snippet. And it tends to be a springboard for the pastor to go off and talk about what he wants to talk about instead of wrestling with God’s Word. So we see very clearly that one of the ways we could know is the worship that we think about God and that worship and the manner in which the people were worshipping was a clear indicator, (wasn’t it?) of their relationship with God—of how they honored Him. 
Malachi 1—I have loved you. But notice the pattern—the trend—in chapter 1. This is very interesting. Notice how the Book starts off. Look at Malachi 1:1 1 The oracle of the word of the Lord to Israel through Malachi. Here comes the initial word from God to His people.  “I have loved you,” that’s pretty profound! God is saying, “In My final message (which I believe is His final message prophetically in Scripture to the collective people of Israel. We don’t ever see again as you keep going in your Bible –you don’t ever see again it addressed to just Israel—just the nation only—and so this is it. And His message says, “I have loved you.” 

But what’s the problem? They are skeptical about that love aren’t they? They are not really quite sure about that love and as we dug into chapter 1 last week we saw this because the things aren’t working out well. And their situation is not going that well and so they begin to think, “No you really don’t love us.” And this skepticism that starts off in the beginning of this book and by the time we get to the end of chapter 1 skepticism has bled out, has led into, has evolved into apathy to where they go before the Lord with not much. “Praise God from whom all blessing flow….” (singing as if they are falling asleep) “What’s on TV after this?…. “ right? Do you know that attitude? There is skepticism. You really don’t love us has taken them further down the path to where they really seemingly just don’t care. And yet, God cares very greatly! He ends chapter 1 by saying His name is to be feared and it will be feared among the nations. 
So what are some indicators then of answering this question—How do we know we are in right standing with God? How do we know the relationship is where it’s supposed to be? Well let’s look at chapter 2. And there are a couple of things we see in chapter 2 that we could answer this question with. 

First of all, in our relationship to the Law—the way we relate to God’s Law. Or the key word repeated for “law” in this chapter is “instruction” if you haven’t marked it—mark it—it’s there—it’s repeated—so it’s in our relationship to God’s law. I’m just going to draw a tablet like the Ten Commandments. Let’s look at this relationship.  What was this relationship supposed to be? In other words, what’s the design? Why did God give His Word here—through the priests? By the way this message at the beginning of chapter 2 is definitely to the priests—it seems when we hit verse 10 it kind of opens up, doesn’t it? It goes beyond the priests to all the people of Judah, but when we get to this first aspect of law what is the design? Let’s pick up in verse 4. God says to Malachi, 4 “Then you will know that I have sent this commandment to you, that My covenant may continue with (who?) with Levi,” now we know that Levi is the archpriest—he’s the symbol. When we see the covenant with Levi  we think of guys like Phineas and others who stood up and so God made a covenant with the priesthood—stood up for truth. So look what He says about it. Verse 5. 5 “My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him as an object of reverence; So what did he do with this life and peace--this covenant? It says, he revered Me (or feared Me) and stood in awe of My name. Now we looked at “name” last week, right? Name is important. The way you lived your life out of worship was a reflection of what you thought about God’s name. And we saw last week that God’s name equals His character—His reputation—His status—His being. His name is who He is. So we find out the correct—the correct design for the law through the priests was to stand before God and (what?) His name? and fear His name—revere His name—according to verse 5. and stood in awe … 

First—His Design—True and Not Unrighteous. Now look at the design in verse 6. A couple of things—first of all 6 “True instruction was in his mouth and unrighteousness was not found on his lips;  So for the first aspect we see of the Law—the design was what He said. In other words, His message. When He was to come before the people what was His message? Two things we see there don’t we in verse 6? First of all we see that it was true. His instruction was accurate. His instruction was true. That means it didn’t come from His own interpretation—Hi s own paraphrase—but rather—He stuck to God’s Word—God’s Instruction—God’s Law—literally the word there is “law” or “true law” or “torah” or the Torah—His Law and it was true. Then we also saw because it was true what was missing there from His lips? —unrighteousness. You see, when you fill your teaching with truth, you don’t have to worry about untruth or unrighteousness. But if you want to take your truth and try to culturalize it, contextualize it, kind of re-say it, and this is the trend by the way in the current modern churches is they don’t want to read God’s Word anymore. They want to read it—absorb it—and then kind of re-tell it. Well there’s a filter involved there isn’t there? A translator—interpreter—if you don’t stick with the truth and you come in and you then try and make it your own—the tendency—quite honestly the way it usually happens something is missing. So we know first of all that the design was to be true and not unrighteous. That was to be the message.
Second—His Design—Walked with Me in Peace and Uprightness. Secondly in verse 6—the second part of the design was that he walked with Me in peace and uprightness. Okay, so not only was His message true and His message was not unrighteous, therefore it was righteous—but the way He walked—the way He lived His life. And when we see that in the Bible, when we see walking in righteousness or unrighteousness that the indicator there is how you live your life—it’ not talking about how big your steps are or what kind of shoes you are wearing, but the way you actually live it out. So he said, “What you say is now matching what you are doing.” And what we are doing here is we are building the case: This was the design for His instruction. This was the design for His Law. 
Third—His Design—Turned Many Back from Iniquity. But look at the third thing there—this is the end of verse 6. Another design—another aspect of the Word of God or the instruction, or the Torah is that it turned—He using it turned many back from iniquity. Now if you’ve been studying Old Testament prophecy with Precept, this word ought to be very clear to you. It’s the Hebrew word SHUV (shoov) or SHUB or SUB. Anybody remember what SHUV means? It’s the message of all the prophets. If somebody said, “Hey, David what are the prophets about? Give me a summary.” I would simply answer, “Return. Return to God.” So SHUV translated there in the text as “turning.” So what is the role and how does SHUV play a role in that? Well he says, He takes His Law and by using His Law he turns the people from (what?) from iniquity. That’s the design of God’s Law. That, we could say, is the purpose of God’s Law—His instruction. It’s not to be marked up and talked about and put on a shelf and left alone. When you finish your Observation Worksheet you’ve just begun. Sometimes I’ll look at some of our Observation Worksheets and they are beautiful and we treat them like relics—like precious treasures—and they are precious to us—but not because we’ve marked them all up—but because they have worked their way into our lives and have turned us away from iniquity and to the Lord. This is the design of true righteousness.
Fourth— His Design—What is the role of the priests with God’s Word? The priest is to preserve knowledge. Some more indicators—look at verse 7. He says, 7 “For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts. This first aspect—what is the role of the priests with God’s Word? Well, he is to preserve knowledge. I love this word “preserve.” It’s SHAMAR and oftentimes it’s kind of a shepherding term. You know, one of the roles of a shepherd was to guide and lead the sheep but he was also to protect the sheep—often translated as “keeping.” It involves guarding, it involves knowing, it involves leading and providing and feeding. And he says, one of the roles, one of My designs—My agenda for the priests is that he is to preserve knowledge. That doesn’t mean like keep it away in a seminary locked up so that only scholars can talk about it. Right? To like keep it in books and keep it away. But to take that knowledge and as he guards it and as he keeps its purity he is to be using it with His people—feeding his people with it. So he is to preserve the knowledge. 
Fifth— His Design—Feed the People. It says, the result then should be that men should seek instruction from his mouth; that’s why God made priests in relationship to His Law. There are other aspects of priesthood that we’ve already seen but here in the agenda set here in 4-7 is God’s design for them is they were to be reverent – they were to have true instruction—they were to walk it and talk it—the way God designed for it. They were to preserve that knowledge and because of that they were to feed the people. That was His design. But what happened? What happened? Where did they go wrong? In other words, if they were using—if their relationship to the Law with God’s Word—His teaching—His instruction—was in accordance—or was in alignment with verses 4-7 then their relationship would be (what?) good or bad? You tell me. Good! This is My ways, He says. You adopt My ways, if you make My ways your ways you follow them exactly and carefully and things will go well with you—that’s the promise—that’s the design. Not only is it to show you what to do, but it’s also to keep you from iniquity. It’s to SHUV you away from iniquity. Shove you. It’s to turn you away from iniquity. So it’s a leader, a trainer and a corrector. But what did they do? 

How did they handle the relationship with this Word? Look at the contrast in verse 8. Here’s the answer:  8 “But as for you, you have turned aside from the way;  So beginning with the priest, not only do they not “get it,” they have turned their back on it. “Turned aside from the way” means they chose a different path, doesn’t it? Instead of the path that God had laid out for them, instead of the lifestyle and the ways that God had designed for them—they decided, “We know better and we’re going to go a different path.” But it isn’t just end there – look at what else happens—because they decide to go from the way—look at what it says, you have caused many to stumble. (How?) by the instruction;  They have used God’s Word—they have used the Torah—they have twisted it—misused it in such a way that they have caused people to stumble. There’s a mountain that is parallel to the mountain that I live on—it’s Sand Mountain. And if you were to drive up on Sand Mountain you would find churches up there that part of their worship—part of what they think that God’s Word teaches is they play with poisonous snakes in worship—copperheads--rattlesnakes. And every now and then somebody gets bit and they die from these things. Their priests—their leaders have taken God’s Word and have twisted it and it’s causing them to stumble. Not to be too funny but it’s causing them to die and that’s a funny illustration but what they were doing is they were taking God’s Word and because they didn’t use it the way that He said to use it they got off the path and then they caused others to come off the path. Do you see that in verse 8? They led them astray. Look what else it says. They you have also corrupted the covenant of Levi,” says the Lord of hosts. Isn’t that interesting? They have corrupted the covenant of Levi. All you need to know about the covenant is that’s the arrangement—that’s the deal and if you kept it things were great. Okay, the covenant wasn’t a discipline. The covenant wasn’t a punishment. The covenant was a blessing. In and of itself if used correctly the covenant was designed to preserve and to protect and to flourish and to bless. But if they corrupted the covenant which means they damaged, destroyed, modified, broke it then the opposite of blessing was to happen and cursing was to come about. That was actually based in a lot of the covenants. They would have these arrangements written right in there—you do the covenant and things go well for you—you break the covenant and we’re going to cut you in half—or there would be bloodshed—there would be problems. And because they would miss the relationship with God’s Law—with the Torah—they have missed it. 

A Right Relationship to God Includes these Indicators:

1. Should be Established in God’s Word. Go with me to Psalm 119. I want to show you this verse that is Precept Ministries’ mission verse. This is where we get our mission from. And you know that Psalm 119 is the biggest chapter in the Bible and guess what the subject of Psalm 119 is? Anybody know? The Bible. The Word of God. And whoever wrote this—whatever the psalmist’s name is, he’s absolutely crazy in love with God’s Word. And it’s mentioned in various synonyms: statutes, law, ordinances, testimonies, commandments, precepts, His Word, it’s all over there. But if you were to go through and just look at this you’d find a lot of great things about God’s Word but look what one of the purposes of God’s Word is established here in Psalm 119:38. The psalmist in his prayer to God says, 38 Establish Your word to Your servant, As that which produces reverence for You. The psalmist is saying, “Look Lord, I need to be established in Your Word. I don’t need to know about Your Word, I don’t need to have a copy of Your Word, or a scroll sitting in my closet, I don’t need to go once a week for fifteen minutes to hear some guy expound on it—I need to be established in Your Word! I need to be grounded—rooted—have my feet firmly planted—I need to understand—I need to meditate upon it—I need to obey it—I need to transfer it—I need to teach it—I need to entrust it—establish me in Your Word! Why? As that which produces (what? what does it say?) reverence (for who?) for God. How do you know you are in a right relationship with God? One indicator I believe we could pull—one application we could pull from chapter 2 is: What is your relationship to God’s Word? Now if you are listening to this video, most likely the answer is really good because it means you are in a Bible study where you’ve been asked to do several hours of homework a week and you weren’t forced unless you’re a kid—you weren’t forced to come here. ( In fact, you actually paid money—good money—to come do this. So if you are listening to me we’re just going to be patting each other on the back really. But are you using His Word? I know you are studying it. If you are simply engaged in our process I know you are deep into it—I know you’re studying it but are you using it? David, what do you mean? Well, is reverence becoming a product of your life? Is the fear of God, is a right understanding of Who He is coming out of that? That would be one thing that you would want to ask yourself in application to this. How am I looking to His Word? 
2. Right Relationship with our Brothers/Sisters. Let’s look at the next one. Another indicator—another sign that our relationship is right with God is in our relationship to our brothers. Look at verse 10. He says, 10 “Do we not all have one father? Has not one God created us? Why do we deal treacherously each against his (who?) his brother so as to profane the covenant of our fathers? The set up in verse 10 is in the first two clauses there. Don’t we have (how many?) fathers. One father. How many gods created us? One God. So the set up to this question is: You all come from the same place. You are all connected. That means there should be unity. Because you came from One you should act as one. Because your Source is One—you’re life should be lived out as one. But the accusation that comes or the question that is posed here in verse 10 is Why do we deal treacherously each against your brother … ? And dealing treacherously—taking something that is not there. Dealing treacherously—seeking not their interest or the unity interest but seeking your own interest despite them. To deal treacherously here has the idea of breaking (he says) or profaning the covenant of our fathers. Now you don’t need to spend a whole lot of time trying to figure out which covenant is that? It’s often clear that if the Bible wants you to spend time knowing that it will lead you down that path but this is the covenant of our fathers. But the idea is you are (Judah) you are the people of God. You came from God. He is one God and He wants you to be one. So one indicator of how you are doing with God is not only your relationship to His Word and using it correctly the way it is designed, but also your relationship to (who?) to one another—your relationship to your brother. Now again, I know if you are doing inductive Bible study with Precept Ministries and you are in a Precept Upon Precept class—you are headed down the right direction here. What I don’t know about you is: How are you doing in your relationship to your brother? But I do know that if you use His Word as He’s designed it as we see here (don’t we?) as we saw in verses 6-7 that if you use it according to His agenda it should cause you to walk the right way. And the application of that would be that you would love your brother—that you would take care of your brother—you would defend your brother—you would support and feed your brother—wouldn’t it? So you see how these are connected. If our relationship to the Word is accurate then an outflow of that means our relationship to our brother should be the way that He’s designed it. And yet we find out what are they doing? They are dealing treacherously with their brother. 
3. Right Relationship with other gods. Another aspect we could pull from the text – another relationship—is to other gods. Now why do I say other gods? Look at verse 11. 11 “Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord which He loves and has married the daughter of a foreign god. Isn’t it interesting that he connects the sanctuary and the foreign god? Now if you were to go back and were to say, “Let me go into some Kings and some Chronicles and let me see if I could find some connections between foreign gods and the sanctuary.” And you would discover some horrible events that happened in the history of God’s people. They began to take God’s house and say, “You know what? It’s no longer just for Yahweh because we’ve been looking around the nations and it seems to work for them to bring in a ‘freedom of religion’ mindset (careful) where of everybody can kind of bring in your gods—we don’t need to narrow it down to just one let’s bring in multiple gods.” And so when you read Kings and Chronicles you find out you could walk into the house of Yahweh, designed by the Architect Himself, built with the provisions that He gave supernaturally to His people—you could walk in there and you could see in front of you the things that were supposed to be there but you could look to your left and you could see a statue of Molech—a pagan deity. Some of the archeologists think it was a bronze statue that had arms like this. And the reason why the arms were like this was because you were laying your babies across its arms and beneath the arms was a pot of fire. And when the flames would lick the back of that tiny little infant, the infant would shrivel and fall into the lap of Molech. You could look to your right and perhaps see another god—a god that around the statue—or around the idol of this god were prostitutes and you could take your “tithe” and you could go and you could buy sex from one of these prostitutes as a form of worship. They believed that if we can have this type of activity going on then this god is going to be stimulated and he is going to reproduce in his own circle of influence and it will result in crops. Where was this? In the house of God! The accusation that Malachi brings upon them says, “Look your relationship to these foreign women is really a profanity in the sanctuary of God with other gods.” That’s one thing that God is very clear about, isn’t He? He doesn’t share His glory with another. He never tells His people, “I’ll take 50% of you.” His Son didn’t say the same thing either. He who keeps his life will (what?) lose it; He who loses his life for My sake will gain it. (Matthew 16:25, Mark 8:35, Luke 9:24) The Bible is very clear—God doesn’t share His glory with another. And yet what we find—now this was before exile—so God sent them into exile and supposedly—supposedly they had learned their lesson but I get the feeling that when I read Malachi that it’s not what it’s supposed to be. And the Old Testament ends with a (sigh). Look, He says, you are marrying the daughters of foreign gods. Now we know that that could also imply that they were simply marrying outside of the people of Israel and Judah—they were marrying the Canaanites or the pagans around them and it was very clear that they weren’t supposed to do that by God’s Word. But why not? Why does God have that? Why did God have that instruction for the people of God? Well, let’s go to Nehemiah 13. We were in here in our homework, but I want to point out something here in Nehemiah-or just show it to you again perhaps—but at the end of Nehemiah –by the way Nehemiah ends much like Malachi—kind of like ugh…--I mean the wall has been rebuilt—there’s great celebration but for some reason God has decided that chapter 13 is how He’s going to close it out and it doesn’t look very good. So as you saw in Nehemiah 13:23 the problem is the Jews had married women from Ashdod, Ammon and Moab. A quick glance at your maps would tell you that this was not within the land of Israel. This is a problem. They have broken the laws. The result is in verse 24 that the kids lost the connection to their people—they couldn’t even speak the language of their people. So Nehemiah says, 25 So I contended with them and cursed them and struck some of them and pulled out their hair, and made them swear (stop it!). But look at verse 26 and here’s the answer to our question—Why does God do this? 26 “Did not Solomon king of Israel sin regarding these things? Context tells us “these things” would be marrying the foreign women. Yet among the many nations there was no king like him, and he was loved by his God, and God made him king over all Israel; nevertheless (here’s the kicker) the foreign women caused even him to sin. Now you need to understand this is like saying, “Michael Jordan is not a really great basketball player.” Or “Tiger Woods really isn’t that good at golf.” That would be a ridiculous statement. Both of those men are at the top of their field. To mention Solomon in the presence of the people—when we hit that place in Samuel –when we get to the place where kings –where Solomon is—it’s the pinnacle of the history of Israel—it doesn’t get any better than this yet! (wink, wink) Why do I say that? Well because he’s sitting on the throne and kings and queens are coming from around the world and dumping treasures at his feet. Not because they are making real estate transactions—not because they are trying to buy protection from him—the Bible tells us they were overwhelmed by his wisdom. My favorite is the Queen of Sheba. She can’t stand it. He’s so amazing she wants to give truckloads—chariot-loads—of gold. And we know how he got there. God said, “Ask Me what you want.” And he asked for wisdom—so instead of asking for riches and power God gave him wisdom AND riches AND power and the Bible says, more than any other man before him and after him—nobody wiser. That ought to be a clue here. If he’s the wisest in the world and yet he fell in sin because of this? Then where does that put the priests—where does that put you and me? Help us. Help us. You see, the idea here is even the wisest man in the world this was his downfall. So when we get back to Malachi the problem is they are marrying the daughter of a foreign god—the relationship then—how do you check that relationship? Well it’s very clear—if the relationship is not devoted—if it’s not monogamous—there’s a problem. Can you imagine—I mean my wife is blue-eyed—blonde haired—can you imagine me coming home and saying, “Baby, it’s been 23 years—I’m ready for a brunette?” “Well, I don’t know if I want to be….” “No. no. no…I don’t want you to be a brunette. I want to bring another brunette into our relationship. I want to add another wife.” Can you imagine what would happen to me? ( Bing! That’s not even an option! And yet that’s what they were doing! But they weren’t just doing it with another, they were saying, “We want the daughter of a foreign (what?) god.” And that profaned the (where?) the sanctuary. So it’s not just that they married—and it is a problem—very clearly in the Bible it’s a problem if you marry outside of the people of Israel—it is a problem there. Remember God had made a process in which those from the outside could come on the inside –for men it involved circumcision—got to make sure you are there—there was a way though for people to become part of—they could be grafted in—they could be part of the people of God. But He said, “I don’t want you to marry outside.” But it’s not just that—that’s what I want you to see—the text tells us that it was profaning the sanctuary – that was the house of God– by marrying a daughter of a foreign (what?) god. It was blending in that other aspect. So one way in application then—one way to check that relationship is – What is my relationship to other gods? Now I know some might be saying, “David I don’t have other gods and I’m a Christian I don’t have other gods. Let me ask you—a god is anything that takes your worship. Well, how you determine what is a little “g” god in your life is when you find out what are you willing to defend? What can you say, “I can’t go without”? Is it your children? Is it the success of your children? Is it your career? Is it your health? Lord, as long as you keep my health I’m okay, but if you take my health we’ve got a problem. Anything that you’ll defend—anything that you’ll protect besides God and His honor I believe is a god in your life. Anything! If it’s not God with a capital “G”, it’s going to be a god with a little “g.” And that means there is a relationship you have to watch out for. So one way to check: How are you doing with God, is to say how am I doing with the other “gods” in my life? Just a real quick – what’s your relationship with your money? Is your relationship with your money—is it such that when the market goes down your hope goes down? And the market has gone down quite a bit. Is your relationship with your money that when the market goes down your fists get tighter? You know, I can’t really give now. I need to slow down my giving a bit because you know the market is not doing too well. I know I’ve got a three-month reserve that I’ve built up in my cash flow system, but you know what? I probably ought to make it six months and in order to get there I’m going to stop giving for awhile. Little “g.” Jesus made it very clear didn’t He? You can’t serve both God and money. It’s funny. I can’t find where He’s done that with something else. He happens to pick that one. That would be just one thing with: How’s your relationship with your money? Are you being generous? Are you putting your money to the work of the kingdom? Or are you putting your money in a safe place because you think, the more I have, the safer I’ll be? The more security I’ll have. The more I’ve got stacked up. And in order to get there I’m going to not participate in the Biblical mandate of giving to God. You’ve already read all of Malachi—you know what’s coming. You know he’s going to go right after that one, (isn’t he?) in chapter three. 
4. Right Relationship to the Marriage Covenant. Another one—so we’ve got our relationship to other gods which is foreign women. And then finally this relationship to the marriage covenant. I want to make it very clear that way and we’ve had some discussion in our own circles of what are the connections between three and four in the relationship of the marriage covenant. Are they connected? Or is it a whole new subject? Has God put a period here and He’s gone on to another? And that could be the case. It also could be the case that these have a connection somewhat because if you are going to marry another woman from another god, we definitely know the marriage covenant is in trouble. Whether you divorce her or not, if you go bring in another spouse into the relationship, the covenant has issues doesn’t it? So what we have here is this last one. And this is very interesting. This last one – oftentimes people say, “I know what Malachi is all about—and it’s about the “D” word.” Right? What’s the “D” word? Divorce. And it’s very interesting. The word “divorce” actually is not in the Hebrew. It’s SALAH or SELAH and it means “to send.” So this whole idea and it’s very interesting—I don’t know if you’ve done your homework, but if you start comparing some good translations you’re going to find some different translation here. But what we DO know is that marriage covenant is precious. What does he say they are doing with the marriage covenant? He says it beginning in v. 14 He says, …. ‘For what reason?’ Because the Lord has been a witness between you and the wife of your youth, against whom you have dealt (how?) treacherously, (have you seen the word “treacherously” before? Right. It’s in all these relationships... you have dealt treacherously, though she is your companion and your wife by (what?) by covenant. So she’s not just a life partner. She’s not just one you can share the bills with. And kind of share the duties around the house with. She is one according to this that you have bound yourself by blood to. You have made a covenant. You have made a non-breakable agreement but he says, “What are you doing? You are dealing treacherously with her.” Then look at verse 16. God tells us what He thinks about that. He says, 16 “For I (what?) hate divorce,” (literally there “I hate the sending of the wife.” I hate the breaking of the covenant. I hate the taking of the wife that you had and you push her away.”) says the Lord, the God of Israel, “and him who covers his garment with wrong,” says the Lord of hosts. “So take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacherously.” Very interesting this clothing. What is this clothing? We’ve seen this before. For those of us who have been studying, we’ve been in Zechariah—we remember there was a priest and he was dressed up in some pretty dirty clothes and the filthy garments on the high priest represented the sins of the people. Here we have a man and in essence he has dressed himself in a garment but it’s a garment of (what?) of wrong. Isn’t’ that great? It’s a garment of wrong. You’ve got the wrong outfit on. Now what is this wrong? I went and did a word study on it and found out it’s HAMAS. Kind of ironic there ( and it’s often translated violence. So it’s interesting. There might be another indication that your relationship is not going well if you have taken you wife—the one whom you originally married—and you have either sent her away or you were violent towards her and the result is you is you were dealing treacherously with her. Now let me tell you a secret about becoming a pastor. I’m not sure of any other job that you interview where both you and your spouse go to the interview. Now the first time this happened I was not comfortable with it. And it wasn’t because I had something to hide—it was because I didn’t want them drilling my wife. I wasn’t sure of this church—it was a small church and they wanted to interview me and I wasn’t really sure of them and I wasn’t sure I wanted to put my precious wife under that subjugation. But when I talked to the elders who wanted to interview me, they said, “We know she knows you really well.” And we want to talk with her about you. And actually we want you to leave the room when we talk to her. Oooooo ( Okay you know those roses I mentioned…. ( Interesting… because the wife really knew—the wife really knew—there was a connection there. One of the ways I could talk to you about your relationship with God if you are married—if you are in a covenant—is go talk to your covenant partner. That would be an indicator of how they are doing. And we have a system in our Presbytery, In the Tennessee Valley Presbytery, we have a system to allow wives if something is going on that is wrong in the house there is a committee chairman that with all confidentiality (and he’s a pastor) the wife can call and say, “My husband has a problem.” And we’ve had this. We’ve had a wife call and say, “My husband is talking to another woman on the internet and I’m worried about it.” Guess what we did? We paid him a visit. A group of us got together and went to see the guy because the wife knows if there is a relationship between the wife of youth—if it’s broken—then that tells us that there is something wrong with this relationship (your relationship with God). Isn’t that true though of all things? How you relate to God is also demonstrated in how you relate to others. And I think that is a pretty neat relationship that we have between number 1 and 2-4. It’s how we relate to God through His Word has a direct impact (doesn’t it?) on our relationship to our brothers. On our relationship to those competing gods in our life—those idols. And the relationship to our own spouse—or those in whom we are covenanted with. I could say the same thing about a parent/child relationship. You know if you are not walking in obedience to your parents there is probably something wrong between you and your heavenly Father. If you are not treating your children with respect and honor and provision and protection there is probably something wrong between you and your heavenly Father.  These are all indicators (aren’t they?) of where they are. And so it is all very interesting this last book, we have him. So what does God say He is going to do? 
God’s Response to the Abuse:

1. Curse the Blessings. Just listen to these. I’ve underlined these in my Bible. We’ll go through them quickly. Look what God says His response is going to be. This is shocking! Look what He says in verse 2. 2 “If you do not listen, and if you do not take it to heart to give honor to My name,” (which by the way if you do those things I think all these other relationships and the things we’ve been talking about will fall into place.) but if you don’t do that God says , “then I will send the curse upon you and I will curse your blessings; and indeed, I have cursed them already, because you are not taking it to heart. Okay so the first thing God says He’s going to do is He is going to curse the blessings. This is God’s response to the abuse here—He’s going to curse the blessings. Isn’t that interesting? Cursings and blessings are opposites aren’t they? They don’t go together. They are at the opposite ends of the spectrum. But He said, that which you think are your blessing I’m going to turn it into a cursing. 

2. Offspring Rebuked. Secondly, in verse 3 He says,  3 “Behold, I am going to rebuke your offspring, not only am I going to turn your blessings into cursings, not only is it going to affect you, but it is going to affect your seed—your offspring will be rebuked by God. 
3. He Will Rub Refuse on Your Face. I don’t even know what to do with the rest of verse 3. Oh my goodness, and I will spread refuse on your faces, the refuse of your feasts; and you will be taken away with it. If you have a NASB over there in the column it says it can also be translated (what?) vomit.  Isn’t that interesting? I was thinking about these feasts. When these feasts wrong—and these feasts there’s lots of wine—lots of food—when these feasts go wrong –and they are not done the way God has done they, turn into these big, gross parties where there is tons of overeating and over drinking and perhaps other stuff that shouldn’t be apparent. And the result is when you overeat and you over drink what happens? You throw up. And I got the visual image of God saying, “You want to party away from Me? You want to try to celebrate life and have it abundant besides Me? I’m going to take the fruit of that party—fruit meaning the vomit—and I’m going to rub it in your face. Have you ever seen a heavily intoxicated person who has soiled themselves?—who has vomited upon themselves? It’s just sad isn’t it? It’s just sad because you see it’s not what they wanted. They are not happy. It’s not what they thought was going to end up happening and yet when they abuse the way God has set before them—that’s the consequence. But God says it’s not just a consequence. God says I’m going to enter into the scene and I’m going to take it and I’m going to put it upon your face and you are going to be thrown out with the garbage. You’re going to be taken away from the feast in that way—just like the refuge—just like the vomit. There’s other aspects it could be—it’s could be gross parts of the body in the sacrifice that weren’t to be burnt on the sacrifice of God—they were to be taken outside like the skin—the hide—was never to be burnt inside the house. It was to be taken out of the camp because it was defiled. God says I’m going to take that and I’m going to put it in your face. I’m going to rub the refuse in your face. Looking good so far? Convinced that we should not go this direction? 
4. Make you Despised/Abased. Well here’s some more. Look at verse 9. God says, another result, 9 “I also have made you despised and abased before all the people, despised—abased—again another thing that should bring shame and pain and misery. God says He will, right? Did you see that? I will. When you go through and you mark God in this text you see He’s the one who is bringing these results or consequences. 

5. Cut off from People of God. Look at verse 12—another one. 12 “As for the man who does this, may the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob to be cut off from the people of God all throughout Scripture is a horrible thing. If you were cut off from the people of God you died. To be cut off meant no more provision—no more protection. You were vulnerable. You had short days ahead of you. You would not make it. God says I will cut them off. 

6. God Rejects the Offerings. And then finally look at verse 13.13 “This is another thing you do: you cover the altar of the Lord with tears, with weeping and with groaning, (and here’s why) because He no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. Can I say He rejects the offerings? Now for us westerners, modern westerners that doesn’t really stick to us. But if you think theologically about it--If you think theologically about this relationship, the offering was what put you back into right standing with God. When you weren’t in a right standing with God this is what you should expect: great misery, horribleness—horribleness but that God provided an offering—a sacrifice—and when that was accepted—literally when it filled His nostrils and He had favor and was pleased with it then that relationship was set right. 
How Do you Make Relationship with God Right Again? 

1. Positioning—that’s at the bottom (isn’t it?) you’re done. What do they do? How do they come out of this? Well one way is to go back to His Law and to have a right relationship with His Law to obey it the way we saw it was designed—that will put you on the path—that will keep you in righteousness—to live it—to speak it—to be a part of it. 
2. Make Other Relationships Right. Another one is to watch your relationships and to make those right with your brothers and with other gods—having a God-only relationship and your relationship with your spouse—those are a way back but do you know what? This text—verse 1—is addressed to (who?) to the priests. 
3. They Need New Priests. Do you know what I think the real answer is? I think the real answer is they need a new priest or priests. Look at Acts 6:7. One of the key phrases in Acts is this: “The word of God spread” and “they grew In number” and it’s a progressive phrase and you see it throughout the Book of Acts and it tells you what is happening. Now we know in Acts 2 something very significant happens—God said I want you to wait. He was about to leave the earth—I want you to wait. I’m sending you my Spirit and when He comes you will have power to become witnesses, right? And you want to start in Jerusalem, in Judea and work your way out to the other parts of the earth. In other words, don’t camp in Jerusalem for the rest of your life. Take this message with this great power of a witness and I want you to go and spread it. So they begin to do this and in chapter 6 it’s starting to spread and we see in verse 4 that they devoted themselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word. Here talking about the apostles about to choose some deacons to come in. But look at what happens in verse 7—I love this. 7 The word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were becoming (what?) obedient to (what?) to the faith. You see when God’s power through His Holy Spirit came and He sent it in a significant event in chapter 2 and He filled His people... By the way when the flames came—the little flames set on each one of their heads—you remember where the big flame used to be? Over the temple—could it be—I don’t know—could it be those are now all temples with the Holy Spirit dwelling upon them? And when we see them go out and do it what happens? It says many disciples came to faith—the word of God was spreading—but also even the priests became obedient to the faith. So there’s one indication of a solution of a Spirit-filled ministry using the Word of God can bring solution. 
4. We have a Great High Priest—Jesus. But there’s even a better one. Look at Hebrews 4.14. And here I believe is the ultimate solution to the problem here. Here’s what we read—these are great words. 14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, (since we have that high priest—here is what we are to do) let us hold fast our confession. Literally—let us cling to it. 15 For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but rather we have One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet (what?) without sin. In other words, we have a high priest that is nothing like the high priests in Malachi—nothing like the priests that are addressed in the Book of Malachi! We have a priest who understands and reveres and honors His heavenly Father. And He’s not some distant, isolated priest. He is one according to verse 15 who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. He never, ever gave in. That’s perfect righteousness. That’s 100% accurate—100% pure and holy. 16 Therefore (he says in response to that) let us draw near with (what?) with confidence to the throne of grace, (why?) so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. Isn’t that beautiful? What is the solution? Yes it is going back to His Law, yes it is reexamining our relationships, yes it is calling for us to SHUV—to return to His ways—but do you know what? there is an indicator here that you’re not going to make it unless you have the right priest—otherwise we have simple moralism—otherwise we have simple “just pull your bootstraps up and behave” because Jesus is coming back. There’s no hope in that. If you are of any age and you’ve tried this, you can testify it doesn’t work. You need a High Priest. And He is One who has passed the heavens. He is One who now clothes us. He takes off our wrong clothes and He replaces them with righteous robes. 
Conclusion. And I love the way the Book of Jude ends. Jude ends his book with this benediction and I’ll close with this (Jude 24-25): 24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of His glory blameless with great joy, 25 to the only God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. God bless each of you.
Father, we thank you for your word. Lord, I thank you that Malachi is incomplete—that the solution is not there—that the ultimate solution is missing—which tells me I need to keep looking—and as I turn the pages I hit Matthew and there we find the Solution—the Lamb who takes away the sins of the world—Your Son the Lord Jesus Christ. Lord we thank you for His precious gift. Help us Lord now to live in light of that grace in obedience and in a right relationship to Your Word and to each other, to our spouses and to our friends, our family. Father we pray that You would cause us to live according to Your Word because we have a Priest who stands between us—who intercedes for us and He is clothed us with His righteousness. We thank you for that precious gift of the Lord Jesus Christ. In His name we pray. Amen.
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