Lesson 1, Deuteronomy 1-4
What Does God Require of Us?
Kay Arthur
Deuteronomy Lesson 1


Surely by this stage in your life you realize that you are a human being. You cannot set your course and have it go exactly the way you want it to go. You have found out that you are not God, that there are some things are beyond your control. There are things you would like to change, not only about others, but about yourself. And you just can not do it. You have come to the realization that there is a God.  A God who is a true God, a loving God, who is a sovereign God, a God who is in control.  Knowing that, you have turned and said, “I want to know You.” God looks at you and says, “I want you to know Me, because I am a God who is near and not far off. I am a God who desires an intimate relationship with mankind; man that I created in My image. I want to have a relationship with you. But to have that relationship you have to know that because I am God what I require of you.”  
 Go to Deuteronomy 10 by way of introduction to this book.
God is speaking to His people through Moses:
Deuteronomy 10:12“Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you…

[That’s a good question. It’ an answer that I would like to know.  I know He is speaking to Israel, but we are going to find out what part pertains to me and what part does not now that I am living on this side of Calvary; this side of the cross. What does God require of you?]

10:12 cont.

  but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 

Deuteronomy 10: 13and to keep the Lord’s commandments and His statutes which I am commanding you today for your good? 

What does the Lord require of them (Israel) and are these things reasonable to require from us? Of course they are.  He requires us to: 

1. To fear the Lord your God

2. To walk in all His ways and love Him

3. To serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul (give Him our very all)
4. Keep the Lords commandments and statutes 

This is what He is speaking to Israel. But the things that were written in the Old Testament, Romans tells us…

Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 

…was written for our encouragement for our instruction so that you and I might know how to live in the end of the age. 
He makes another interesting statement following on the heels of that:
Deuteronomy 10:14“Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it. 

 In other words He says, “This is what I require; to Me belongs all the heavens, all three of those heavens. The earth belongs to Me. Everything that is in it belongs to Me, I am God.” 
But He says;
Deuteronomy 10:15“Yet on your fathers did the Lord set His affection to love them, and He chose their descendants after them, even you above all peoples, as it is this day. 

He says, “Every thing belongs to Me. Yet what I have done is taken you, Israel, and I have set my affections on you. I have chosen you and your descendents after you.”

 He gives them instructions that we will see as we go along in this study. He instructs them to circumcise their hearts, in other words to cut away that old flesh, and have a new heart, a heart of flesh that is towards God.
Deuteronomy 10:16“So circumcise your heart, and stiffen your neck no longer. 

 Go to Deuteronomy 1 how does God open this book?  

The Jewish name for the Book of Deuteronomy is “These are the words” (the first words in the book). Some people have come along and said that it’s “The second giving of the Law,” and really they got it from a Latin word which means “the second giving of the law,” but that is not accurate.
Deuteronomy 1: 1 These are the words which Moses spoke to all Israel across the Jordan in the wilderness, in the Arabah opposite Suph, between Paran and Tophel and Laban and Hazeroth and Dizahab. 
2 It is eleven days’ journey from Horeb by the way of Mount Seir to Kadesh-barnea. 

 In the fortieth year, on the first day of the eleventh month, Moses spoke to the children of Israel, according to all that the Lord had commanded him to give to them. 
In the opening of this book what he does first of all he sets where he is.
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They are  between the Arnon and Jabbok River on the east side of Jordan across from Jericho, across the Jordan in the wilderness.
Fortieth year since they came out of the land of Egypt, it is the first day of the eleventh month.
Deuteronomy 1: 4 after he had defeated Sihon the king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and Og the king of Bashan, who lived in Ashtaroth and Edrei. 
5 Across the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses undertook to expound this law, saying, 

Moses’ first address to the children of Israel is in
Deuteronomy 1:5-4:43.
Moses’ second address, which is his major address, begins in
Deuteronomy 4:44 Now this is the law which Moses set before the sons of Israel; 
Moses’ third address begins.
Deuteronomy 29:1 These are the words of the covenant which the Lord commanded Moses to make with the sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which He had made with them at Horeb. 

There are three messages that he is bringing to the children of Israel in the book of Deuteronomy. We are going to look at them in detail later. As he stands there and calls these people to fear God,  he wants them to understand who He is.  In the first 4 chapters he points to the past and what God has done. 

God requires us to fear Him. What does that mean? 
It all begins with the fearing of Him. Then we go to serving and the obedience; to fear Him means to trust Him, to respect Him and it means to know God for who He is and to honor Him accordingly. 

As you look at our society today, how many people do you know that really fear God, who really know God and really trust God? Who fears and know Him? Who respects Him so much that they are going serve and love God, and they are going to walk in His ways and keep His commandments? How many people do you know like that? How many in people in the church do you know like that? How many people in the church do you know that are so sold on who God is and so understanding of His character and so understanding of His ways, of His holiness and of His justice, His righteousness, His mercy, His compassion and all that makes up God so that they walk in such a way that they don’t turn to right or to the left, but they fear God and know who God is? What about you? Do the people in my church know that I fear God, by the way that I live? Do they really know that I serve God? Does my life really speak of the fact that there is a God and I am not Him, that there is a God and I believe all that the bible says about Him; is my life ordered that way so everything about me, the way I talk, the way I behave, the way I respond, the way I handle myself when I make a mistake, does that speak of who my God is? Does that speak of my love, my fear, my reverence of God? 
As Moses stood there opposite the Jordan  looking at the Promised Land, the land that God had promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as an everlasting possession, what is the first thing that he does in getting these people to remember what God requires of them? He rehearses past events. What I want to do instead of rehearsing those past events, I want to take you all the way back to the book of Genesis. I want to lead you from Genesis up to the Book of Deuteronomy to put you into context of Deuteronomy and what is happening on that (east) side of Jordan, and who is that God who is calling them to fear Him.  
I’m going to show you where the different books of the Torah take place, where they start, where they go and what covenants are made during this time.
 Genesis- God creates man in His image in the Garden of Eden.
In the first chapters of Genesis 1-11 we have four major events

1. Creation - near the Ur of the Chaldeans in the Garden of Eden

         2.  The fall of man- Man sins against God. Adam and Eve eat of the fruit of the Tree   

              of Knowledge of Good and Evil
Romans 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 

         3.  The flood

4. The nations Shem, Ham, and Japheth. From Shem comes a man named Abram.
God chooses a man and tells him (Abram) “I am going to make of you a great nation.”
a. Deut 10:15 “Yet on your fathers did the Lord set His affection to love them, and He chose their descendants after them, even you above all peoples, as it is this day. 

   b.  He tells Abram to leave the Ur of the Chaldeans; He goes north to Haran, then down  

         to the land of Canaan. Abram knows he is going to a land that is promised to him by 
         God.
         c. God makes a Covenant with Abram
             Abrahamic Covenant – promises two things
i. A land as a permanent possession

ii. A Seed 
1. Galatians 3:16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 

        Slaves in a land and serve another country for 400 years
      Genesis 15:12  Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram;   

        and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him. 

13 God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.

14 “But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will   come out with many possessions.

15 “As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age.

16 “Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.” 

Book of Genesis ends in land of Egypt – They go there because there is a famine in the land. They go into Egypt to get grain. God has already sent Joseph there. Joseph is serving under Pharaoh; he is one of the twelve sons of Israel (Jacob). He is serving in the land. Pharaoh dies. There comes another Pharaoh that does not know Joseph, and he is afraid of the people (Jews) because they have multiplied. So he makes them slaves and serve for 400 years.
 Book of Exodus opens with the children of Israel in Egypt crying out to God to deliver them from bondage.
1. The book of Exodus takes you from Egypt to Mt Sinai.
2. On the way to Mt Sinai you have many stops, one in Rephidim; they come to a no water situation. So Moses cries out to God.
 Exodus 17:1-6 Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Zin, according to the command of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink.

 2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water that we may drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 

3 But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled against Moses and said, “Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?”

 4 So Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “What shall I do to this people? A little more and they will stone me.” 

5 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Pass before the people and take with you some of the elders of Israel; and take in your hand your staff with which you struck the Nile, and go.

 6 “Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 
3. The rock is a picture of Jesus Christ, a picture of the crucifixion of Christ 
1 Corinthians 10:4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 

4.  Mt Sinai (Mt Horeb) here God makes another covenant 
a. “The Law” known as “The Old Covenant”

They really don’t know where Mt Sinai is.  Some think it is over in Saudi Arabia because this was the land of Midian.  They don’t really know exactly where, but it really doesn’t matter. It only matters that a covenant was made. This is the book of Exodus- where they exit Egypt.
Book of Leviticus- covers one month in time and it takes place at Mt Sinai where God expounds the Law.
In Exodus He gives them the Law; in Leviticus He expounds it. He gives all the details. Why? He is a holy God, and He requires a holy people, a people set-apart, that are different. What makes them different are the laws by which they live by. So He gives them the law at Mt Sinai.
4th book of the Torah is the Book of Numbers. It begins at Mt. Sinai where they number all the men.

1. All the males 20 years and above 
a. over 600,000 men 
2.  They leave and end in Kadesh-Barnea in the Sinai Peninsula 
a. He tells them to send in your men (Deut 1 talks about it, also Numbers 12)

b. “I want you to spy out the land and come back and bring a report of what the land is like.” 
3. Children of Israel are panicked and don’t want to go into the land.

They don’t believe God, that He is going to deliver them and a result of that they stay at Kadesh- Barnea for many days. Then they travel around Mt Seir (a mountain range); this is all the book of Numbers.
4. God tells them “I want you to move out with the pillar of fire during the night and the cloud during the day.” So the cloud moves, and they know they are to move.

5.  They come into Edom and ask Edomites to let them pass by this way. They say no.

Now listen.  Edom didn’t realize what they did to Israel would eventually effect their future. When Jesus Christ comes the second time to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords, Edom is going to be destroyed. An act of disobedience way back there, a mistreatment of God’s people, brings a future without hope to the land of Edom.

6.  Israelites have to go around Edom and camp on the other side by Zered Brook
a. When they cross the Zered Brook 38 years had passed
b.  Incident of Balaam and his donkey occurs here by the Zered Brook
c. Balek trying to curse the children of God. 
This is what God does in the Book of Numbers. 
Book of Deuteronomy they are camped opposite Jericho by Mt Nebo (Mt Pisgah). 
God talks to His people; He wants them to fear Him. He has rehearsed what has happened as they have gone up here (east side of Jordan river) and fought two kings; King Sihon of the Amorites and King Og of Bashan . Now they are getting ready to cross the Jordan River. They are getting ready to enter the land, the land that God promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as an everlasting possession. He wants them to know what He requires of them.  What He is saying is, “I require, precious ones, that you fear Me, respect Me, trust Me, and walk in My ways.” “I want you to understand My ways. I have brought you this far. I have given you My statutes. Now I want you to walk in My ways. I want you to love Me, serve Me, and I want it totally, completely and whole heartedly. I also want you to understand that if you fear Me, if you serve Me, if you love Me, if you walk in My ways, you will have to keep My commandments. I am God, and I expect you to obey me.” 
When you look at the book of Deuteronomy and put it up before you, it’s like taking a window that is very dirty and looking through the window and all of a sudden having God reach down and wipe the window clean so you can see Him on the other side. You and I are living at a time when our windows  of understanding of who God is and what God is like are so dirty, they are so clouded. The  storms of life and situations of life have put all sorts of trash and dirt on the window. So when God takes you through Deuteronomy, it’s like He is taking His hand and wiping the window clean so you get a clear view of God, so that you really understand who God is.
Deuteronomy is going to remove the obscurity of God. So many people have their own opinion of what God is like of who God is, and “God would never do this.”
 I just had a friend and was told that her husband had an affair. She went for counseling and they told her to divorce him. But at this point, he wants counseling. Is that the heart of God? Do we say, “I have been offended? I have been hurt by my husband’s adultery, so I have grounds for divorce.” What does God say? So many times we look through a dirty window and we get more of a reflection of us because of the dirt, instead of wiping it clean and seeing God and His character on the other side. This is what you are going to do as you look at the book of Deuteronomy. You’re going to see God as He really is. Then you are going to be able to do even as God told the children of Israel to do when He said, “What do I require of you”?  You are going to be able to fear Him. You’re going to be able to fear Him, to serve Him, love Him and to walk in His ways; you will be able to keep His commandments.
Outline of Deuteronomy so you can see what God is saying.

1st address 1-4:43- He is saying to these people “I am your God and this is what I have done. I want you to know that I am worthy of having you obey Me, serve Me and walk in My ways.”
Exodus 19:4‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians and how I bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself. 

In the book of Exodus we can see what He did to the Egyptians so they would let the children of Israel to leave the land of Egypt.
He is about to make a covenant at Mt Sinai in Exodus 20. 

Exodus 19:5 Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine;
 6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.” 

Here He is calling them and reminding them that He is going to make a covenant with them. They have seen that God is a covenant-keeping God, and that God stands by covenants; because God made a covenant with Abraham. When they were in distress, God remembered that covenant and delivered them just as He said He would after 400 years of bondage. So they have seen that God is a covenant-keeping God. This covenant promised them a land; He is going to take them into that land. This covenant promised them a seed and eventually that seed, Jesus Christ, is going to come.
     This is what He is doing in Deuteronomy.   Moses is speaking:

Deut 1:9 “I (Moses) spoke to you at that time, saying, ‘I am not able to bear the burden of you alone. 

Deut 1:15 “So I (Moses) took the heads of your tribes, wise and experienced men, and appointed them heads over you, leaders of thousands and of hundreds, of fifties and of tens, and officers for your tribes. 

16 “Then I charged your judges at that time, saying, ‘Hear the cases between your fellow countrymen, and judge righteously between a man and his fellow countryman, or the alien who is with him.

 17 ‘You shall not show partiality in judgment; you shall hear the small and the great alike. You shall not fear man, for the judgment is God’s. The case that is too hard for you, you shall bring to me, and I will hear it.’

 18 “I commanded you at that time all the things that you should do.

 19 “Then we set out from Horeb (Mt Sinai), and went through all that great and terrible wilderness which you saw on the way to the hill country of the Amorites, just as the Lord our God had commanded us; and we came to Kadesh-barnea. 

Deuteronomy 1:24 “They turned and went up into the hill country, and came to the valley of Eshcol and spied it out. 

25 “Then they took some of the fruit of the land in their hands and brought it down to us; and they brought us back a report and said, ‘It is a good land which the Lord our God is about to give us.’

 26 “Yet you were not willing to go up, but rebelled against the command of the Lord your God; 27 and you grumbled in your tents and said, ‘Because the Lord hates us, He has brought us out of the land of Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites to destroy us. 

 Can you imagine saying, “God hates us and that’s why He brought us up from the land of Egypt?” What were they in the land of Egypt? They were slaves. Yet in the midst of fear of man rather than the fear of God, they turn against God.  That is what is happening today. We fear man more than we fear God. We put our trust in man more than we put our trust in God. That is what gets us in trouble. 
Deut 1:28 ‘Where can we go up? Our brethren have made our hearts melt, saying, “The people are bigger and taller than we; the cities are large and fortified to heaven. And besides, we saw the sons of the Anakim there.” ’
 29 “Then I said to you, ‘Do not be shocked, nor fear them. 

They are not to fear man they are to fear God who is over man.
Deut 1:30‘The Lord your God who goes before you will Himself fight on your behalf, just as He did for you in Egypt before your eyes, 

31 and in the wilderness where you saw how the Lord your God carried you, just as a man carries his son, in all the way which you have walked until you came to this place.’ 

That is so like us to think that God is going to fail us. We‘re going along and everything seems fine between us and God because everything seems to be going alright. Then all of sudden somebody says something and it throws a spear in our hearts and causes our hearts to melt, it causes us to fear. We say, “What is going to happen?” All of a sudden we forget God. 
If your window is not clean so that you really know what God is really like, it is so easy in the midst of that trial to look into the dirty window and instead of seeing God on the other side, you see a reflection of yourself and your own situation so that you absolutely panic. God wants them to remember what they did and the mistake that they made.

Deut 1:32“But for all this, you did not trust the Lord your God, 

What does it mean to fear God? It means to trust Him. It means to remember that He is God and that He is over the situation. He does not change. He is immutable.

Deut 1:33 who goes before you on your way, to seek out a place for you to encamp, in fire by night and cloud by day, to show you the way in which you should go. 
34 “Then the Lord heard the sound of your words, and He was angry and took an oath, saying, 

God is not a God who’s far away. God is a God who is down here, who hears what you are saying, who knows what you say to other people. God hears our words. When our words are not of faith and conviction and we don’t hold on to who God is; it makes God angry. Why? We are living on the other side of Calvary. We not only have all He did for Israel, but we have all He has done for us, and bring Him to Himself as the church we have the whole council of God. We have the Book of books, the Bible. We have all the promises of God. We know the beginning, and we know the end because we are sitting on the complete cannon of the word of God. If it made God angry when He heard their words, the words of speaking to one another and people over hearing thus striking fear in their hearts - the power of our words. What do they learn in Deut.?  God gets angry when our words go against who He is and what He wants to do. He is showing them Himself. One of your assignments was to go through the first four chapters and write down all you learn about God.
We see that God hears our words and is angry when we rebel.  

Deut 1:37“The Lord was angry with me (Moses) also on your account, saying, ‘Not even you shall enter there. 

Why was God angry? Because at Kadesh-barnea later on (they stayed many days) they came to another no-water situation. God told Moses to speak to the rock.
Numbers 20:10 and Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly before the rock. And he said to them, “Listen now, you rebels; shall we bring forth water for you out of this rock?”

11 Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with his rod; and water came forth abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts drank.

 12 But the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.”

 13 Those were the waters of Meribah, because the sons of Israel contended with the Lord, and He proved Himself holy among them. 

But Moses is so irritated by the people that he strikes the rock twice when all he had to do is speak to the rock. The rock is a picture of Jesus Christ - the fact that when Jesus Christ is sacrificed for you and me, we will have everything we will need for life. Everything we need for life is all supplied by Jesus Christ. Therefore when you are in a no water situation you simply speak to the rock and your needs will be met. Because the rock that followed them was Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:19And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

 Fear Him. Respect Him.Trust Him. 

Then we see hear is Moses saying;

Deut 1:37 “The Lord was angry with me also on your account, saying, ‘Not even you shall enter there. 

 He is 120 years old and was so provoked that he struck the rock. Now he can’t go into the land. He talks about it in the first four chapters and you see it realized in the last chapter.  God is a God who is to be feared. What you learn from this is God is no respecter of persons. He judged Moses. He judged the children of Israel. I wept for Moses. God is no respecter of persons and you need to know that God is no respecter of persons if you are going to fear Him.

Deut 2:3   ‘You have circled this mountain long enough. Now turn north,  

4 and command the people, saying, “You will pass through the territory of your brothers the sons of Esau who live in Seir; and they will be afraid of you. So be very careful; 

5 do not provoke them, for I will not give you any of their land, even as little as a footstep because I have given Mount Seir to Esau as a possession. 

 What do you learn about God there? The earth is the Lord’s. (Exodus 19:5) He gives it to whomever He wants. He says, “ Israel, you can’t have this land because I promised it to Esau. When you come up here go through Moab and Ammon, these are the sons of Lot. I want you to know I gave them this land. But when you get over where the Amorites are, you can have that land.” 

The iniquity of the Amorites if full:  “Israel, I am going to use you to judge the Amorites.”
Genesis 15:16“Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.” 

Deuteronomy 2:25‘This day I will begin to put the dread and fear of you upon the peoples everywhere under the heavens, who, when they hear the report of you, will tremble and be in anguish because of you.’ 

This is our God! What is our God able to do? Our God is so able to put the fear of us on other people so they will literally tremble. He is the sovereign ruler of the universe. God says, “I want you to fear Me. This is who I am - I want you to respect Me. This is Me - the God I am calling you to serve, this is the God I am calling you to obey.” 
Deut 2:30“But Sihon king of Heshbon was not willing for us to pass through his land; (why?) for the Lord your God hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, in order to deliver him into your hand, as he is today. 

 This is something that God prophesied about in the Abrahamic Covenant. Now all these years later He is bringing it to pass. What is God doing? God can harden spirits, and God can make hearts obstinate. 

Deut 2:32 “Then Sihon with all his people came out to meet us in battle at Jahaz. 

33 “The Lord our God delivered him over to us, and we defeated him with his sons and all his people.

 34 “So we captured all his cities at that time and utterly destroyed the men, women and children of every city. We left no survivor. 

God can deliver one people over to another. He is God.
Deut 3: Moses rehearsing the conquering of Og. God puts a down payment on His promises. What Moses gives the east side of the Jordan where the Amorites were to Rueben, Gad and the half tribe of Manasseh. “This is the down payment of what you’re going to have and now I am going to give you the rest of land.”
Deut 3:22 ‘Do not fear them, for the Lord your God is the one fighting for you.’ 

God is the one who fights for us. Clear the window. Wipe the window off, and get a glimpse as you study Deuteronomy of who God is. 

God has rehearsed all these events. 

Now: 

Deuteronomy 4:1 “Now, O Israel, listen to the statutes and the judgments which I am teaching you to perform, so that you may live and go in and take possession of the land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, is giving you. 
2 “You shall not add to the word which I am commanding you, nor take away from it, that you may keep the commandments of the Lord your God which I command you. 

 Then He reminds them, “I want you to remember what I did to you in Kadesh.” The 10 “bad-report” men that went in and spied out the land and all the men 20 and above have now died. Moses reminds them of the immorality and idolatry that the 1st generation committed with Moab (Numbers 25). God had to destroy them. God had to bring judgment on them. Now the 2nd generation has crossed the Zered Brook. They are camped north of the Zered Brook.
Deuteronomy 4:3 “Your eyes have seen what the Lord has done in the case of Baal-peor, for all the men who followed Baal-peor, the Lord your God has destroyed them from among you.

 4 “But you who held fast to the Lord your God are alive today, every one of you.

 5 “See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it. 

6 “So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’ 

He is saying, “Everyone of you today, you are alive now. You are hearing what I am saying. You have come this far and you are about to cross the Jordan. This is what God requires of you. He requires that you fear Him, to walk in His ways and to love Him. I require you to serve Me with all your heart and soul. He requires you to obey His commandments.”
Deuteronomy 4:44 – 28:68 What is he going to do? He is going to give them again the statutes, the commandments. He is going to explain those things to them. He is going to show them this is what God wants.

 Chapter 29: 1 Moses third address
1These are the words of the covenant which the Lord commanded Moses to make with the sons of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the covenant which He had made with them at Horeb.
You stand here today to enter into this covenant and if you disobey Me, I will have to deal with you. I will have to put you to death if you disobey. I’ll have to send you out of the land and I will scatter you among the people if you disobey Me. 

Deut 30:1 “So it shall be when all of these things have come upon you, the blessing and the curse which I have set before you, and you call them to mind in all nations where the Lord your God has banished you,

 2 and you return to the Lord your God and obey Him with all your heart and soul according to all that I command you today, you and your sons,

 3 then the Lord your God will restore you from captivity, and have compassion on you, and will gather you again from all the peoples where the Lord your God has scattered you.

 4 “If your outcasts are at the ends of the earth, from there the Lord your God will gather you, and from there He will bring you back.

 5 “The Lord your God will bring you into the land which your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it; and He will prosper you and multiply you more than your fathers.

 6 “Moreover the Lord your God will circumcise your heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so that you may live. 

I have set before you blessing and cursing. You choose. You know who I am. You have seen My power and know what I am able to do. You have seen My compassion and longsuffering.  Now this is what I want you to do. Make a choice. Choose life by obeying Me and by keeping My commandments, by fearing, trusting and walking in My way. Is that to much to ask? Not if you know He is God and you are man. 
Chapter 31 is like the ending of the book, the reminder.
Deuteronomy 31:6“Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or tremble at them, for the Lord your God is the one who goes with you. He will not fail you or forsake you.” 

 He renews the covenant:
Deuteronomy 31:9 So Moses wrote this law and gave it to the priests, the sons of Levi who carried the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and to all the elders of Israel. 

10 Then Moses commanded them, saying, “At the end of every seven years, at the time of the year of remission of debts, at the Feast of Booths,

 11 when all Israel comes to appear before the Lord your God at the place which He will choose, you shall read this law in front of all Israel in their hearing.

 12 “Assemble the people, the men and the women and children and the alien who is in your town, so that they may hear and learn and fear the Lord your God, and be careful to observe all the words of this law.

 13 “Their children, who have not known, will hear and learn to fear the Lord your God, as long as you live on the land which you are about to cross the Jordan to possess.” 

This is the new generation that has survived, that is alive today and taking the promise given in the Abrahamic Covenant of the Land and taking with them the statutes and regulations of the Old Covenant, the Law.

Now I want you to be strong and courageous. Wipe the window. See who I am. Be strong, and see who I am and you will be strong and courageous.  
Deuteronomy 32 Song of Moses- He begins it with” the Rock.” He points them again to God.
Deuteronomy 33 Moses blesses the twelve tribes 
Deuteronomy 34 Moses goes up to see the land and then dies. That is the way the book ends.
Colin Powell has just written a book and told his life story. As I listen to him being interviewed on television, He said, “I owe all my success to my parents. I am what I am because of my parents.” His parents were immigrants. They came to this country. They were poor; they were common labors all their lives. They worked and lived in New York in the garment industry, an industry started by the Jews. They lived in Harlem. The parents worked so hard to get him out of Harlem and they got him into the Bronx’s. He said in the Bronx’s there was a lot that went on, a lot that was wrong, but there were lots of people around and kept their eye’s on the kids and kept them accountable. He had a close knit family. He said it wasn’t just us, but he had aunts and cousins and uncles. The men went to work to earn the living. The women set up the standards for the family. They watched the kids. He said, “We were always taught to do your best because you were privileged to be a citizen of the USA. And just know this: you are to be a success in life.” Success was not having money or status, but it was keeping the standards. It was to do what was right; it was not to turn to the right or turn to the left. He said he was raised in church. “My mother and aunts set the moral compass.” They said, ‘You are going to carry on the traditions of this family. You have an obligation to raise a good family. You are preparing for the next generation.”
Parents that gathered them, that loved them, that protected them, and cared for them; just like our Father God did for Israel. He gave them birth. He brought Israel into this world. He watched over them. He kept Israel close to Him. He showed Israel His power, His love and care. But in doing so He said to Israel, “Israel, my son, I want you to know that you have a family tradition to keep. There is right, and there is wrong. I expect you to do what is right. I expect you to obey. I expect you to be a success.”
Colin Powell listened to his parents. He stayed within the confines of what they taught him. He didn’t turn to the right or to the left. We all look at that man, and we admire and we respect him. 
There are others that went to the right and went to left and went anyway that was expedient to them. They brought shame upon our nation and shame upon us as a people. They had a choice. Colin Powell in a sense, how much he knows about the Lord I don’t know, but there is a fear, a respect and a trust there. Others know no fear, no respect, no trust. “I can do what is right in my own eyes.”
What is Deuteronomy going to do? It is going to clean off the window. Deuteronomy is going to give you a new fresh glimpse of God and how awesome He is and how He is worthy to be feared, worthy to be served, worthy to be loved and worthy to be emulated so you walk in His ways. You will see that God is so holy that you better keep His commandments otherwise you will suffer the consequences. It is all laid out for us in Deuteronomy.
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