Lesson 2, Deuteronomy 5-8
What keeps Me From Loving God As I Should?
Precept Ministries w/ Kay Arthur
Deuteronomy Lesson 2

If God where to reach down and cup your face in His hands and tilt your face upwards and ask you,
 “Oh my child, how much do you love Me?” If instead of answering, you would say to Him, “Oh Father, how much am I to love You? He would answer, “You are to love Me with all your heart, with all soul and with all your might. I want from you unreserved devotion, total absolute love. I want you to love Me with every fiber of your being.” Would you be able to say, “God, I love you that way.”  That’s my prayer for me and for you as we look at the book of Deuteronomy and God calls to His people.
Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! 
5 “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. 

That’s what He calls us to do. Do you realize if you would love Him that way, all the rest of life would fit into place? All the worries and trials to come would be held at bay. You would make it and you would survive because you loved Him the way you are suppose to love Him.

Deuteronomy 6:1 “Now this is the commandment, the statutes and the judgments which the Lord your God has commanded me to teach you, that you might do them in the land where you are going over to possess it, 

2 so that you and your son and your grandson might fear the Lord your God, to keep all His statutes and His commandments which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be prolonged.

 3 “O Israel, you should listen and be careful to do it, that it may be well with you and that you may multiply greatly, just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey. 

I what to put you into the context so you can appreciate what is happening at this point. In Deuteronomy we have this new generation that has been born as they (Israel) have wandered in the wilderness for 40 years. This new generation watched their fathers die off, every man 20 y/o and above has died in the wilderness because they would not believe God. The new generation is sitting east of the Jordan in the plains of Moab; God is once again rehearsing the Law and reminding them of the covenant that they are to keep so that when they go into the land it will go well with them. As they sit here (east of the Jordan) He is talking to the old, because there were people that survived, women, children and men up to 19 years of age, so they had been part of that exodus coming out of Egypt. Their sons and grandsons are sitting there. He is preparing them to go into the land. They are going into a land that is filled with the enemy: the Canaanites,’ the Hittites,’ Jebusites. All these people are living in the land. Israel is to go into the land and take possession of that land. When they go into the land He says, “These are the statutes and commandments and ordinances that you are to keep.”
As they go into the land what they are going to do is live under a “theocracy,” the rule of God.

 They are not going to have a democratic government or a socialist government; they are going to live under a theocracy. God is going to be their supreme ruler. God is going to lay down the laws. He wants them to see that “all of life belongs to God.” Every aspect of life belongs to God.
They’re going to live in a different culture from the countries around them. When they get into the land they will have countries on the north, on the east, and Egypt to the south. When they get in the land they are going to establish a culture within a culture. This is what you and I live in. You and I, as children of God who are to love Him with all of our heart and all of our soul with our all mind and strength, live in a culture within a culture. We walk to a different drum beat. Yes, we live in a democratic government in the USA. But there is a government that goes higher than that, and that is the theocracy that I am to live under. God tells me as I live in this culture, I am to obey the government that is over me. We see that in Romans 13. As they live in this culture within a culture, what distinguishes them from the other people?  There are two things that distinguish them:
Deuteronomy 4:5 “See, I have taught you statutes and judgments just as the Lord my God commanded me, that you should do thus in the land where you are entering to possess it. 

6 “So keep and do them, for that is your wisdom and your understanding in the sight of the peoples who will hear all these statutes and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a wise and understanding people.’

 7 “For what great nation is there that has a god so near to it as is the Lord our God whenever we call on Him?

 8 “Or what great nation is there that has statutes and judgments as righteous as this whole law which I am setting before you today? 

  As I, as a Christian, step into the world around me and I don’t just go by the laws and morays of our society (which change and our culture changes.) In our culture today if is alright to live together.  It is not a sin to sleep with someone before you are married. It is not a shame to walk down the isle if you are pregnant. It is alright for men to sleep with men and women to sleep with women. This is the culture that we are living in. It is alright to tell a lie if it’s necessary to save your skin. So you have a culture, but I am living under a theocracy. So how am I to live? I am to live a different way so that when people look at me and watch my lifestyle they are going to know that I have:
1. Wisdom and an understanding that goes beyond theirs.
a.  Laws, statutes, ordinances and precepts of life that take me to life on a higher plain.
b. The way I walk is not the way the rest of the world is walking 

c.  I pray and God shows me 
d.  I ask and God directed me. I ask and I received.
Not only do I walk and live life on a higher plain, but I have a God that is so near that He hears when I call to Him, a God who was so near that behind me I hear His voice, “This is the way, walk in it.” I am different, and they see that. As I step into the culture and they see that, there is a longing to know my God. There is either a longing to know my God or there is a pushing off or total rejection of me because they don’t like the way I live because in their heart it condemns them. 
This is what they were to do; they were a culture within a culture. What distinguished them were (1) their laws and (2) a God that was so near that He heard them. 
What was their responsibility in this culture within a culture?
Deuteronomy 4:9“Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the things which your eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the days of your life; but make them known to your sons and your grandsons. 

He reminds them of Mt Sinai (Horeb) of what happened on that day:
Deuteronomy 4:10“Remember the day you stood before the Lord your God at Horeb, when the Lord said to me, ‘Assemble the people to Me, that I may let them hear My words so they may learn to fear Me all the days they live on the earth, and that they may teach their children.’ 

They are standing at Mt Horeb. He says, “I want them to hear my word.” So My word is going to go into them. “I want them to hear My word so they can do two things with it: hear it and keep it so they can walk in the light of that truth.” How is that going to happen? Now you have two generations. What He is saying is, as you are in the land under a theocracy, the key for you loving Me and having a blessing on upon your life is hearing the word, listening to the word of God and teaching the word of God, walking in the light of the word of God; it’s all that simple. The conflict comes when the world comes against us, and we are going to look at that. But that is what it amounts to. We pass it from one generation to the next generation. (That’s why you see all ages at Precept Ministries because we are going to take you from the cradle to eternity. We are going to help you, to train you to teach your children and your children’s children.)
1. Remember the precepts and pass them on.

Deuteronomy 4:5-8 (above)

2. Watch that you have no other gods. 

Deuteronomy 4:15“So watch yourselves carefully, since you did not see any form on the day the Lord spoke to you at Horeb from the midst of the fire,

16 so that you do not act corruptly and make a graven image for yourselves in the form of any figure, the likeness of male or female, 

3. They are not to forget the covenant.
Deuteronomy 4:23 “So watch yourselves, that you do not forget the covenant of the Lord your God which He made with you, and make for yourselves a graven image in the form of anything against which the Lord your God has commanded you. 

 One of the things, I (Kay) think with Christianity today is that we have forgotten the covenants. You stop and ask kids today and ask what the commandments are? They are forbidding them in public places so we have a society that doesn’t know the commandments. We have a church that doesn’t know the commandments. You say, “But I don’t need to know the commandments. I am not under law; I am under grace.” That’s right, but grace does not make you lawless. Grace gives you the Holy Spirit who enables you to keep the law, to walk in His statutes. We are to take this Word. We are to hear it, to pass it on from generation to generation. We are to remember that this is the covenant that God made. Jesus said:
Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill. 

 Deuteronomy 4:24 “For the Lord your God is a consuming fire, a jealous God.

 25 “When you become the father of children and children’s children and have remained long in the land, and act corruptly, and make an idol in the form of anything, and do that which is evil in the sight of the Lord your God so as to provoke Him to anger,

 26 I call heaven and earth to witness against you today, that you will surely perish quickly from the land where you are going over the Jordan to possess it. You shall not live long on it, but will be utterly destroyed. 

Why should I hear, listen, obey and pass it on to my children? Because if they don’t live under this theocracy, if they allow the cultures around them to influence them, to penetrate the ranks, then God says, “I want you know; I will drive you out of this land.” How accurate is that? We are on this side of Calvary. We look back at the history of Israel and we say, “He said it. He meant it. He did it because they did not obey.” This is your God. 

Bottom line:

Deuteronomy 4:39 “Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that the Lord, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there is no other. 

40 “So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which I am giving you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may live long on the land which the Lord your God is giving you for all time.” 

 Underline “for all time.” There it is. There is no debate about it. This is what God says. God is the God of heaven and the God of earth. He is the One who created it and can give it to whoever He pleases. This is what He calls them to do. 
Then what does He call them to do:

We move into the second address of Moses. Once again He is going to spell out these laws to them. You and I can open the book of Deuteronomy and read it word for word. We have it all there. But we have to remember that Moses is standing there and speaking to these people. They don’t have it written down. For this word to get in, he repeats it all different ways and comes to them with phrases that are going to help them remember what they are hearing.
Reminding them of the statues and the ordinances:

Deuteronomy 5:1   Then Moses summoned all Israel and said to them: “Hear, O Israel, the statutes and the ordinances which I am speaking today in your hearing, that you may learn them and observe them carefully. 

2 “The Lord our God made a covenant with us at Horeb.

 3 “The Lord did not make this covenant with our fathers, but with us, with all those of us alive here today. 

What does he mean when he says that? He said, The Lord did not make this covenant with our fathers.” What fathers is he talking about? There are always three and they are Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. What did Jacob have? 12 sons that become the twelve tribes of Israel; with these three men He did not make the covenant of the Law.
Galatians 3:17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise. 

They didn’t have the law. They had the law written on their hearts Romans 2 tells us. But they didn’t have the law. Yet you see them living according to the many precepts that He’s going to lay down here. Moses says God is making this covenant with you. He started it at Mt Horeb, and He is continuing it with you. They hear the law in chapter 5.

What had they promised at Horeb?: 
Deuteronomy 5:27‘Go near and hear all that the Lord our God says; then speak to us all that the Lord our God speaks to you, and we will hear and do it.’ 

 Down at Mt. Horeb when the Ten Commandments are given they tell Moses, “You go and listen. We are afraid of God.” They say, “Whatever God tells you, we will hear it; we will do it.” 
How does God feel about that?
Deuteronomy 5:28 “The Lord heard the voice of your words when you spoke to me, and the Lord said to me, ‘I have heard the voice of the words of this people which they have spoken to you. They have done well in all that they have spoken. 

29 ‘Oh that they had such a heart in them, that they would fear Me and keep all My commandments always, that it may be well with them and with their sons forever! 

 When He said that, He knew what they were saying out of their mouth was right, good and pleasing.  The problem was that they had hearts of stone. Those hearts needed to be circumcised. The problem was they needed a heart of flesh. He will come along and make a new covenant with the house of Jacob (Israel) and a new covenant with you and me. What will that covenant be? It will be a covenant made when Jesus Christ dies on the cross, and then He will write His laws upon our hearts. But until then what are they to do?
The Shema:
Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord is one! 

5   “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might.

 6  “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 

7 “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.

 8 “You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 
9  “You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 

This is the Shema. You will hear Jews standing and reciting the Shema. You can hear their voices: Elo-heinu, A-do-nai and Boruch you here these words coming forth, but if you listen carefully you can hear them crying out this great Shema.
Lubovich Youth Organization published, “Is Your Mezuzah a Blessing?”  
I picked a track (brochure) up at the in Tele Viv airport from the Lubovich Youth Organization, 
  “Is Your Mezuzah a Blessing?”   What is a Mezuzah? A container in which holds a piece of paper. They write two things: The Shema Yisroel means “hear Israel.” They take this container and they put inside a piece of parchment. It must be written by a Rabbi by hand with no mistakes. According to these people, if it does have mistakes your house is not  blessed. 
Mezuzah-The sacred parchment inscribed by hand with the two portions of Torah: “Shema” and Vehaya (Deuteronomy 6:4-9; 11:13-21), including the verse, “And you shall inscribe them upon the door posts of your house and upon your gate.

Vehaya  
 Deuteronomy 11:13-21 
 13 “It shall come about, if you listen obediently to my commandments which I am commanding you today, to love the Lord your God and to serve Him with all your heart and all your soul,

 14 that He will give the rain for your land in its season, the early and late rain, that you may gather in your grain and your new wine and your oil.

 15 “He will give grass in your fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied. 

16 “Beware that your hearts are not deceived, and that you do not turn away and serve other gods and worship them.

 17 “Or the anger of the Lord will be kindled against you, and He will shut up the heavens so that there will be no rain and the ground will not yield its fruit; and you will perish quickly from the good land which the Lord is giving you. 

Then He says basically the same thing He has said in chapter 6:

18 “You shall therefore impress these words of mine on your heart and on your soul; and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 

19 “You shall teach them to your sons, talking of them when you sit in your house and when you walk along the road and when you lie down and when you rise up. 

20 “You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates, 

21 so that your days and the days of your sons may be multiplied on the land which the Lord swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the heavens remain above the earth. 

  In other words you are a culture within a culture. You live in this land that is a theocracy; but it is vital to the good of the people that each one of you obeys these commandments. Take the Word of God and keep it before you so that you have it on the doorpost of your house, that you keep it before your eyes. In other words, don’t let God’s Word depart from you, out of your sight, out of your memory, out of your heart, out of your affections. You must know God’s Word because it is what is going to hold you and keep you. What did the Jews do? 
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They make phylacteries, black boxes, and tied them to their arms and bound them around their foreheads. These were phylacteries with these words in them, to remind them of who they were, that they were a holy people not be like the rest of the world. 
They also made Mezuzahs’ that look like this: [image: image2.jpg]



They would put the Mezuzah on every door in their house except the bathroom door, every door in their business place to remind them that there a God, only one God, absolutely no other God. That God demands and deserves your allegiance and love and devotion. “O hear oh Israel, the Lord our God is One.”
Is He talking numerically? No, I think He is talking instinctively; that there is no other God. When you live among all these different nations and see all these people worshiping other gods then “hear Oh Israel,” those idols are just products of man’s imagination. They are just born out of a sinful heart that knows that there has to be something higher than themselves that they worship. But you are to know that God is one. There is no other God. 
I want to ask you a question? Do you really know that God is the one, that He is the God that created you, that He is the one that sustains you and breathes into you the breathe of life moment by moment. Anytime He wants to snatch that breath from you, you are dead? This is the God that formed you in your mother’s womb, that numbered your days before there was not yet one of them. This is the God that withholds goodness or gives you blessings. This is the God that as your Father may have to take you to the woodshed if you do not obey, but taking you to the woodshed shows you that genuinely you are His child. This is your God.
What this mezuzah says: the unity of God and the duty of loving and serving Him with a whole heart.
This mezuzah that they would put up is an obligation to observe Mitzvot. Mitzvot means “commandments,” the duty and obligation. The mezuzah is on the doorpost to remind you in your house and when you go out of the house to remember you are to keep His commandments. Now this is what He is laying before them.

What can keep me from loving God as I should?

1. Disobedience can keep you from loving God as you should.

a. Choosing to go against His will, even in difficult and hard situations

Deuteronomy 6:16  “You shall not put the Lord your God to the test, as you tested Him at Massah.

 17 “You should diligently keep the commandments of the Lord your God, and His testimonies and His statutes which He has commanded you. 

18 “You shall do what is right and good in the sight of the Lord, that it may be well with you and that you may go in and possess the good land which the Lord swore to give your fathers,

 19 by driving out all your enemies from before you, as the Lord has spoken. 

 He is saying this to them over and over again. These things are given to them for their survival.
Deuteronomy 6:20  “When your son asks you in time to come, saying, ‘What do the testimonies and the statutes and the judgments mean which the Lord our God commanded you?’

 21 then you shall say to your son, ‘We were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt, and the Lord brought us from Egypt with a mighty hand. 

22 ‘Moreover, the Lord showed great and distressing signs and wonders before our eyes against Egypt, Pharaoh and all his household; 

23 He brought us out from there in order to bring us in, to give us the land which He had sworn to our fathers.’

 24 “So the Lord commanded us to observe all these statutes, to fear the Lord our God for our good always and for our survival, as it is today. 

Why? Because if they don’t obey, they will be taken out of the land. When you get into the land and the children ask you, you need to know He brought them out from Egypt not to wander in the wilderness but to bring them into the land. He wanted to bring them in the short way but they wouldn’t believe Him. So He brought them in in an indirect route 40 years later.

Therefore, you and I must keep His Word before us so we can be obedient to the Lord, so we can love Him. We must think of His Word constantly so that when I am tempted, when I get so vain I do not love God, because, “Love and obedience are synonymous.” If you love you obey. How do you know that? Because Jesus said it:

John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. 

Jesus said the Shema: ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord.” 

Mark 12:28  One of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had answered them well, asked Him, “What commandment is the foremost of all?” 

29 Jesus answered, “The foremost is, ‘Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; 

30 and you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 

That is the great commandment. Jesus gave it to them. That is the commandment we are not exempt from. We are to love Him. How much do you love Him? If you love Him, you will obey Him. 

2. Loving God will keep us from wrong alliances.
a. If I am going to love God as I should

b. Deuteronomy 7:1-16

Deuteronomy 7:2 and when the Lord your God delivers them before you and you defeat them, then you shall utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them and show no favor to them.

3 “Furthermore, you shall not intermarry with them; you shall not give your daughters to their sons, nor shall you take their daughters for your sons.

Why? What will they do? They will turn your heart away from Me. What am I to do with my heart? I am to love God with all my heart, mind and strength. This is what Jesus brings before us through the Apostle Paul:

2 Corinthians 6:12You are not restrained by us, but you are restrained in your own affections. 

Why are they restrained in their affections toward Paul? Because they are keeping the wrong company. When you find yourselves restrained in your affection toward God’s people and towards God, then you need to look at the company you are keeping.
2 Corinthians 6:14 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness?

 15 Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? 

16 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, “I will dwell in them and walk among them; And I will be their God, and they shall be My people.

 17 “Therefore, come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord. “And do not touch what is unclean; And I will welcome you. 

18 “And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty. 

2 Corinthians 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

You are to stay away from wrong alliances.
1 Peter 1:16 because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.” 

Ephesians 1:4just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. In love 

 Deuteronomy 7:6 “For you are a holy people to the Lord your God; the Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for His own possession out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth.

 7 “The Lord did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more in number than any of the peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples,

Why did God save you? Because He loved you. It wasn’t because of anything in you. It was just because God chose to love you. It’s a doctrine that puts you flat on your face. He pulled you out, He separated you. And what did He do? He loved you. What do you do in return? You love Him and you love Him so much that you are not going to disobey Him. You’re going to stay away from wrong alliances. You love Him so much that you are not going to fear man.
Deuteronomy7:17  “If you should say in your heart, ‘These nations are greater than I; how can I dispossess them?’ 

18 you shall not be afraid of them; you shall well remember what the Lord your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt: 

19 the great trials which your eyes saw and the signs and the wonders and the mighty hand and the outstretched arm by which the Lord your God brought you out. So shall the Lord your God do to all the peoples of whom you are afraid. 

20 “Moreover, the Lord your God will send the hornet against them, until those who are left and hide themselves from you perish.

 21 “You shall not dread them, for the Lord your God is in your midst, a great and awesome God. 22 “The Lord your God will clear away these nations before you little by little; you will not be able to put an end to them quickly, for the wild beasts would grow too numerous for you. 

23 “But the Lord your God will deliver them before you, and will throw them into great confusion until they are destroyed. 

24 “He will deliver their kings into your hand so that you will make their name perish from under heaven; no man will be able to stand before you until you have destroyed them.

 25 “The graven images of their gods you are to burn with fire; you shall not covet the silver or the gold that is on them, nor take it for yourselves, or you will be snared by it, for it is an abomination to the Lord your God. 

26 “You shall not bring an abomination into your house, and like it come under the ban; you shall utterly detest it and you shall utterly abhor it, for it is something banned. 

We need to remember;
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ. 

 Remember we are a culture within a culture.
Proverbs 29:25The fear of man brings a snare, But he who trusts in the Lord will be exalted. 

So when you have people coming against you that want you to compromise your faith, you cannot listen. The fear of man brings a snare. You can not serve two masters.

3. Remember you cannot neglect the Word of God. 
a. If you love Him you are going to do these things and walk according to His word.
Deuteronomy 8: 1 All the commandments that I am commanding you today you shall be careful to do, that you may live and multiply, and go in and possess the land which the Lord swore to give to your forefathers. 

2 “You shall remember all the way which the Lord your God has led you in the wilderness these forty years, that He might humble you, testing you, to know what was in your heart, whether you would keep His commandments or not.

 3 “He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did not know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the Lord. 

If you really love Him you are going to do these things and you are going to walk according to his word.

We are in warfare against the enemy and what is our defense against the enemy?  You go to Matthew4 and Mark 4 and you see Jesus being tempted in the wilderness.
Matthew 4:1-7Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.’ ” 5 Then the devil ﻿*﻿took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple, 6 and ﻿*﻿said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He will command His angels concerning You’; and ‘On their hands they will bear You up, So that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.’ ” 7 Jesus said to him, “On the other hand, it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

What you find is that if you are going to love God with all your heart and soul, with all your strength, you have to be in the Word. 
 You look at the church today and you tell me, does the average church member love God with all his heart, with all his soul and strength? No. It is time for us to determine as the church that we are going to be men and women of the Book. We need to determine that we are going to give ourselves the opportunity to hear the Word of God says and live in the light of it. We are not going to fear man, and we are not going to run around with those that would draw our hearts away from God.

4. Forgetting that God is your provider.

Deuteronomy 8:11 “Beware that you do not forget the Lord your God by not keeping His commandments and His ordinances and His statutes which I am commanding you today;

 12 otherwise, when you have eaten and are satisfied, and have built good houses and lived in them,

 13 and when your herds and your flocks multiply, and your silver and gold multiply, and all that you have multiplies, 

14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your God who brought you out from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 

Be careful of prosperity. Look at how prosperous we are. Then look at how moral we are. I will tell you this, that God will take away our prosperity so that we can see our immorality. I am not just talking about sexual immorality but just a total a-moral (without morals) lifestyle. Then He will deal with us even as He dealt with Israel.  
God promises:
Philippians 4:19And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 

 Matthew 6:19-20 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 “But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 

 Matthew 6:31 “Do not worry then, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear for clothing?’

32 “For the Gentiles eagerly seek all these things; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things.

 33 “But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

 If you are going love God, you are going to seek Him seek. Him first, constantly, whole hearted unreserved devotion, “Hear, O church, the Lord our God is One,” there is no other God.  You and I will someday meet Him face to face and give an account.  When we do, I can tell you, you’ll give and account with ease if you make it a goal and ambition to simply love Him with all your heart, with all your soul, and all your might. That is all He asks.

What would happen if they forgot and went after other Gods?

Deuteronomy 8:19 “It shall come about if you ever forget the Lord your God and go after other gods and serve them and worship them; I testify against you today that you will surely perish.

20 “Like the nations that the Lord makes to perish before you, so you shall perish; because you would not listen to the voice of the Lord your God

What happened? Did they listen? No. Did they obey? Did they love Him? What happened? He sent them out. And what did He do? He let them perish. You say, “How sad it is.” But what about you and me? This morning as I prayed I realized I don’t love God the way I should love God. I want to.  I want Him to be so supreme before me that no matter what I do or what I have to handle, that I will do and handle it in such that He will know that I am whispering in His holy ear, “I love you.” Even when it goes against everything that my flesh desires, craves or any bit of vengeance or comeback that my flesh wants; that I would so love Him that the love of Christ would constrain me as Paul says in Corinthians. That the love I have for Christ would be like a wall on both sides that would shut me up and keeps my eyes  focused not on the culture and the world around me but the God who is above me, before me and within me, and that I will not bring Him disgrace.  When He cups my face in His hands and says “Do you love me?” I will be able to say, “Look at my life, Lord, you will know that I love you.”
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