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What Happens To The Rebellious, The Stiff Necked?
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Deuteronomy Lesson 3


Do you have a loved one that is stiff-necked? That is rebellious? A loved one that has dug in their heels and is very stubborn?  Do you feel absolutely impotent? You don’t know what to do. You grieve, you’ve morn, and you weep. Is there something more you can do? Yes, there is. We will learn that in this study. Before I leave that stubborn, stiff- necked, rebellious person, let me ask a question. Do you happen to be listening and watching? Maybe your neck is getting a little stiff. Maybe you are digging in your heels because there are some things that you know that you’re suppose to do that you don’t want to do. Maybe you’re leaning in the wrong direction. Maybe you’ve decided that it is not worth being holy. You know that you’re headed away from the Word from God. Maybe in the process you are rationalizing it. I want to grab you by the shoulders and say, “Wait, stop, don’t go any further until you know what the consequences of your decision will be, if you continue in that way.”
Deuteronomy 9: 1 “Hear, O Israel! You are crossing over the Jordan today to go in to dispossess nations greater and mightier than you, great cities fortified to heaven, 

 They are camped near Mt Nebo in the plains of Moab. He is saying, “You are going to cross over today, and you are going to take possession of the land. When you get into this land, you are going in to dispossess a people that are very, very wicked.” 
He goes on to tell them why they are going to do this.

Deuteronomy 9:3 “Know therefore today that it is the Lord your God who is crossing over before you as a consuming fire. He will destroy them and He will subdue them before you, so that you (Israel) may drive them out and destroy them quickly, just as the Lord has spoken to you. 

 Key phrase- “So that”      
I want you to understand that here is a God who is Holy, who is righteous, who is just, who loves, who is merciful, and who is compassionate. We have seen all those things. Yet God is saying, “I am going to take you across the Jordan, and you are going to destroy those people”. 
Why is God going to destroy them? He is going to tell us in just two verses.
Deuteronomy 9:4 “Do not say in your heart when the Lord your God has driven them out before you, ‘Because of my righteousness the Lord has brought me in to possess this land,’ but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord is dispossessing them before you. 

I want you to see this loving, merciful God, who was righteous, just and holy is a God that judges sin. He says, “You’re going to do this, and I am going to do this with you, not because of your righteousness, but because of their wickedness.”
Deuteronomy 9:5 “It is not for your righteousness or for the uprightness of your heart that you are going to possess their land, but it is because of the wickedness of these nations that the Lord your God is driving them out before you, in order to confirm the oath which the Lord swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Remember in Genesis, God told Abraham that his descendants would be slaves in the land of Egypt. 

Genesis 15:13 God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. 

14 “But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions.

 15 “As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age. 

16 “Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.” 

Israel was going to be God’s hammer; God’s rod of judgment upon these wicked people. Their cup of inequity was full.
Deuteronomy 9:6 “Know, then, it is not because of your righteousness that the Lord your God is giving you this good land to possess, for you are a (what?) stubborn people. 
7 “Remember, do not forget how you provoked the Lord your God to wrath in the wilderness; from the day that you left the land of Egypt until you arrived at this place, you have been rebellious against the Lord. 
God is going use them to judge a very wicked people, people that He has given ample time to repent. They have not repented. You say, “But they didn’t know the truth.” Yes they did, because they have living in this land Melchizedek (Genesis 14) who was the king of Salem (Salem is where we get Jeru-sal-em from)  He was a priest. He brought to those people righteousness, but they didn’t want it. They had the opportunity. 

Now He is says, “You are stubborn and stiff-necked and I am going to take you in there. But I want you to know it is not because you are righteous. You have been rebellious, and you have been stubborn.”

As a parent you may know what it is like to have a child like that, or a niece, a nephew or a grandchild like that. You may be burdened, weeping and hurting. I’ve been there; I understand. So what do you do?   Looking at the rest of this chapter we are going to look at what you can do when someone is in that state. You are not left impotent; you are not left with out hope or means to get God to turn those people around.

Deuteronomy 9:8 “Even at Horeb (Sinai) you provoked the Lord to wrath, and the Lord was so angry with you that He would have destroyed you.
 9 “When I went up to the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant which the Lord had made with you, then I remained on the mountain forty days and nights; I neither ate bread nor drank water. 
10 “The Lord gave me the two tablets of stone written by the finger of God; and on them were all the words which the Lord had spoken with you at the mountain from the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly. 
11 “It came about at the end of forty days and nights that the Lord gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant. 
12 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Arise, go down from here quickly, for your people whom you brought out of Egypt have acted corruptly. They have quickly turned aside from the way which I commanded them; they have made a molten image for themselves.’ 
13 “The Lord spoke further to me, saying, ‘I have seen this people, and indeed, it is a stubborn people. 

Let say this (the podium) is Moses. It’s like God is saying, “Get out of the way, Moses. I am going to destroy them.” Remember the story (Exodus 32) how Moses was on the Mount. He had the 2 tablets of stone. He knew they had acted corruptly. He is coming down the mountain, and what does he see? He sees the golden calf. He sees the people eating, drinking and rising up to play, and that golden calf in the midst of it. He sees Aaron there. He takes those two tablets of stone and throws them to the ground  smashing them. What happened there? These were God’s people that had turned from the true and living God (Exodus 19), that had heard the voice of God from that mountain, that had seen the fire, the lightening, that had heard the thunder. They had heard from their own ears the words of God’s commandments. These are people who knew truth. Yet when Moses was up there for 40 days and 40 nights, they say, “What has happened to Moses? (Exodus 32:1-24) We have to have a god. Get us a god, Aaron.” Aaron fashioned a god with his own hands.
What I want you to see is this: God was so furious: God is a jealous God. God is a consuming fire. In essence what He is saying to Moses is, “Get out of the way. I am going to destroy them.” He is also going to destroy Aaron; we don’t know that just from the Exodus account. That is why scripture is a progressive revelation. You keep reading, studying and marking the text and you learn more and more. God doesn’t tell you everything at the beginning. But He adds precept upon precept. He gives it to us, His standards and truths.

Deuteronomy 9:20 “The Lord was angry enough with Aaron to destroy him; so I also prayed for Aaron at the same time. 

 He tells us that He is going to destroy Aaron. What does Moses do? Moses cries out to God. Moses does something that you and I can do. Moses steps right into the gap. He is not saying they don’t deserve to be destroyed.   But he says to God, “Don’t destroy them.”
Deuteronomy 9:25  “So I fell down before the Lord the forty days and nights, which I did because the Lord had said He would destroy you. 
26 “I prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord God, do not destroy Your people, even Your inheritance, whom You have redeemed through Your greatness, whom You have brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand.
 27 ‘Remember Your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; do not look at the stubbornness of this people or at their wickedness or their sin. 
Deuteronomy 9:28 ‘Otherwise the land from which You brought us may say, “Because the Lord was not able to bring them into the land which He had promised them and because He hated them He has brought them out to slay them in the wilderness.” 
29 ‘Yet they are Your people, even Your inheritance, whom You have brought out by Your great power and Your outstretched arm.’ 

Moses is able to do that because God has passed by Moses. God has revealed Himself to him. You and I know this from the book of Exodus chapter 34. God has said that He is the Lord, that He is God, that His lovingkindness goes from one generation to another generation. Moses knows that and so he is standing in the gap. 
I want us to look at how you can stand in the gap.
What I am about to show you is a very vivid picture of what the USA is like now. It is almost like you could take the word “Israel” (in Ezekiel chapter 22) or the word “Jerusalem” or the word “bloody city” and replace it with USA. 
In the Inductive Study Bible you have a place to write a theme for Ezekiel 22. I wrote “Jerusalem, the Bloody City,” because “shedding blood” is mentioned over and over again.
Ezekiel 22:1  Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying,

 2 “And you, son of man, will you judge, will you judge the bloody city? Then cause her to know all her abominations.

 3 “You shall say, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “A city shedding blood in her midst, so that her time will come, and that makes idols, contrary to her interest, for defilement! 

The golden calf was just the beginning. Now down the road here is the city of Jerusalem, and they are making idols again. This is in the days of Ezekiel. This is pre 586 BC. This is sometime after 597 BC that he is writing this. You go all the way back from Moses all the way up to this time. They are making idols again. They are a bloody city.
Ezekiel 22:4 “You have become guilty by the blood which you have shed, and defiled by your idols which you have made. Thus you have brought your day near and have come to your years; therefore I have made you a reproach to the nations and a mocking to all the lands. 
What is happening in our country? Are we not suffering from drought in different places? Many times when God wants to judge, what He does is He withholds the rain. 

 Ezekiel 22:24 “Son of man, say to her, ‘You are a land that is not cleansed or rained on in the day of indignation.’ 

 25 “There is a conspiracy of her prophets in her midst like a roaring lion tearing the prey. They have devoured lives; they have taken treasure and precious things; they have made many widows in the midst of her. 

 What are these prophets doing? They are doing what a lot of them are doing on television, “Christian” Television. They are devouring widows, taking treasures and giving them things that are tickling their ears. You say, “How do I know a true prophet from a wrong prophet?” You will know that from studying the book of Deuteronomy.

When you get to Malachi the priests are guilty of divorcing their wives. They are guilty of giving the Lord the wrong offerings, the blemished offerings. Is this true of us? SI it true in churches? Yes, in many churches, unfortunately.
Ezekiel 22:26 “Her priests have done violence to My law and have profaned My holy things; they have made no distinction between the holy and the profane, and they have not taught the difference between the unclean and the clean; and they hide their eyes from My sabbaths, and I am profaned among them. 

Is that true in our country? Yes, we just say anything is right.  Reading “People Magazine,” what an education it gives me about our culture. You see two lesbian actresses that have broken up and people are so grieved because they were so happy together. We don’t separate the holy from the unholy. You see women walking down the isle in their pregnancy to get married. There are things that are right and there are things that are wrong -  but not according to our society anymore. What are you going to do - “Jerusalem the bloody city?”
Ezekiel 22:27  “Her princes within her are like wolves tearing the prey, by shedding blood and destroying lives in order to get dishonest gain. (Now he is talking about the political powers.)
Ezekiel 22:28 “Her prophets have smeared whitewash for them (the political powers), seeing false visions and divining lies for them, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord God,’ when the Lord has not spoken. 

So you have the prophets coming along, and the political powers (leaders) and the prophets are white washing over this politician, and saying, “It‘s alright.”
 We can not whitewash. It is time to stand for righteousness. 

28…saying, ‘Thus says the Lord God,’ when the Lord has not spoken. (The Lord hasn’t said anything. But the prophets are yakking away.
Ezekiel 22: 29“The people of the land have practiced oppression and committed robbery, 

Is this going on? Is it safe to keep your doors open in America? There was a day when you didn’t   lock your house, your car, or lock anything.

29… and they have wronged the poor and needy and have oppressed the sojourner without justice. 

Ezekiel 22:30“I searched for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, so that I would not destroy it; but I found no one. 

Here is God. Here are the people and all this wickedness going on. God is saying, “I am looking for a man who will fill in the gap, stand in the gap before Me. I am a holy God. I have got to judge sin. I need someone to stand in the gap between My holiness and My righteousness and this inequity. If I don’t find someone, I am going to have to move.”
I want to ask you a question. Where is He going to find someone? It may need someone to stand in the gap between God and your stubborn, stiff- necked, rebellious child, or husband, or wife, or someone else. What do you do? God is looking for someone to stand in the gap. That is exactly what He found with Moses when Moses comes along and says, “God, don’t destroy Aaron. God don’t destroy your people.” What does Moses do? Moses goes back on the mountain for a second time for 40 days and 40 nights and he doesn’t eat. He cries out to God. He intercedes. And God does not destroy them.

Let’s read Ezekiel 22 before we go back to Deuteronomy.

Ezekiel 22: 31“Thus I have poured out My indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; their way I have brought upon their heads,” declares the Lord God. 
I couldn’t find a man to stand in the gap, thus I poured out.

Deuteronomy 9:18“I fell down before the Lord, as at the first, forty days and nights; I neither ate bread nor drank water, because of all your sin which you had committed in doing what was evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke Him to anger. 

When you have someone in sin, then you need to fast and pray. You need to intercede before God.

Let me just take you to:

  In Isaiah 58 is the key passage on fasting. He contrasts a godly fast and a fast that is just the flesh, the fast that you’re doing because you think you’re so holy and you want to get even with someone. This is not the fast God desires.
Isaiah 58:5“Is it a fast like this which I choose, a day for a man to humble himself? Is it for bowing one’s head like a reed And for spreading out sackcloth and ashes as a bed? 

In other words, you are so grieved by this sin, so burdened by this sin, that you get down and spread out sackcloth (black rough hair). You take ashes and smear them on you. And He says, “You intercede, you bow your head, you cry to Me, you humble yourself.”
5 … Will you call this a fast, even an acceptable day to the Lord? (These things were just an outward sign. Their heart really wasn’t in it.)
Isaiah 58:6 “Is this not the fast which I choose, To loosen the bonds of wickedness, To undo the bands of the yoke, And to let the oppressed go free And break every yoke? 

I believe first of all that, when you come to fast you have to be right with the Lord. You get down and humble yourself. You get down and ask the Lord, “Is there any sin in my life? Is there anything in my life, God, that is keeping me from being the person You want me to be?” You search your heart. You let God search your heart. And you don’t eat food. Instead you crave Him and His righteousness so you just lay the food aside.  
This is what Moses is doing. He is standing there between God and the people. He is fasting, and he is praying in order to break the bonds of wickedness, to break the yoke of sin and iniquity that is on these people. That is why you and I are called to fast and pray in situations like this. Here is our example and recourse.
Deuteronomy 9:19 “For I was afraid of the anger and hot displeasure with which the Lord was wrathful against you in order to destroy you, but the Lord listened to me that time also. 
20 “The Lord was angry enough with Aaron to destroy him; so I also prayed for Aaron at the same time. 

Just reason me for just one minute. Let’s go back to Genesis: Adam and Eve are in the garden;

Eve listens to the serpent. She takes the fruit of the tree, and she eats it. She gives it to Adam and sin enters into the world. When sin enters into the world, death enters. They don’t die immediately that day, but they die within a thousand years and in God’s grace it was as a thousand years. (2 Peter 3:8 

8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.) 
They run and hide. God comes searching for them in the garden. They say, “We are naked,” All of a sudden they have an awareness of evil and say, We’re naked.” 
Oh that we had an awareness of evil and would cover ourselves back up and think and fear God. What does God do? God promises a Savior. He promises:
Genesis 3:15 And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her seed; He shall bruise you on the head, And you shall bruise him on the heel.” 

It is the first promise of Jesus Christ in the Bible. You have sin, and you have grace, grace right from the beginning, grace they don’t die that instant and grace they have a promise of a Savoir. So they have grace. What is Moses operating on? Moses is operating on the fact that: Yes, He is a God of wrath; yes, He is a just God, yes, He has to deal with sin, BUT He is merciful, compassionate and I am going to stand in the gap!!!  I am going fast. I am going to pray. It is not that they don’t deserve it; they are stiff necked, rebellious and stubborn. But God, I am going to stand in the gap.  Do you know what? The grace of God listens. The grace of God restrains His righteous (anger). Why? Because all throughout history there is a day coming when the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world will be nailed to that cross. So God looks forward to that day and sees the blood of Jesus Christ that cleanses us from all iniquity.  Grace (and the gospel) is always there and that is why you and I can stand in the gap. We can plead the blood of Jesus Christ, His compassion, righteousness, His holiness and His lovingkindness; His longsuffering, His mercy and His compassions which are new every morning. 
Go back to Genesis. Now walk with Abraham (Genesis 18). God looks down on Sodom and Gomorrah. He sees all the sin. He sees it is a city that is rampant with homosexuality. He sees a city that has one righteous man and that is Lot.

 2 Peter 2:6-9 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter; 7 and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8 (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds), 9 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, 

 Lot’s soul is vexed day by day by what he sees. God is going to go down. One angel stays; it is Jesus probably in a theophany, a pre- incarnation revelation of Himself as He stands there and talks to Abraham.  He is in covenant with Abraham.  God says, “Should I keep from Abraham what I am about to do? (Genesis 18:17-19:1) I am going to destroy.” Two angels go on before to the city. When they go to the city, up here is Abraham and God conversing.
Abraham is standing in the gap and at least he gets the number down to ten. That’s what we are to do. That is what the discipline of fasting and prayer is all about.
Matthew 6:16-18 “Whenever you fast, do not put on a gloomy face as the hypocrites do, for they neglect their appearance so that they will be noticed by men when they are fasting. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 17 “But you, when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face 18 so that your fasting will not be noticed by men, but by your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 

People are not to know. Fasting is not to be seen of men. Your fasting is to be heard of God. That is what fasting is for.
Back to Deuteronomy: They are getting ready to go into the promised land.

God wants them to live right in this land. God wants them to understand who He is and how He operates. But God also wants them to understand what their hearts are like so they will be careful. 
When I know what I am like (there are things from my past, certain types of music and other things that I can not allow myself to see and watch, because you know what it does? I’m standing here serving the Lord. Then I start listening to all this music from my past and start remembering those BC days and then I just start going the world’s way.)  I have to know and understand what I am like. They have to know.  He is telling them that they are stubborn and rebellious.
Deuteronomy 9:22 “Again at Taberah and at Massah and at Kibroth-hattaavah you provoked the Lord to wrath. 

What are those places? Well Taberah is Numbers 11:1-15. Taberah is when they get fed up with God and begin to grumble.  What does God do? The fire comes down and starts wiping out all these people. What does Moses do? He stands in the gap and cries out to God, “God, stop the fire.” What does God do? He stops the fire. Do they deserve it? No, but it’s grace. We go to God always on the basis of grace. Taberah is when they are wandering in the wilderness and taking another lap around Mount Seir.
Massah is (Exodus 17:1-7). Massah is Rephidim. That is just before they get to Mt Sinai. This is back when they come out of Egypt and come to a no-water situation. It is their first no-water situation. God says to Moses, “Strike the rock.” Moses strikes the rock and water comes out. Why does he strike the rock? Because they are grumbling. God is saying here in Deuteronomy, “Do you see what you are like? You are just not happy, nothing can please you or satisfy you, and you just grumble, murmur, and complain.” He says, “Here I didn’t try to kill you.  I just brought water out of the rock.” What did He do there? He is showing us (1 Corinthians 10)   that He is going to supply everything through the Messiah, the One who is to come, that the rock that followed them is Jesus Christ.  
So He is saying, “Here at Taberah, you still didn’t learn your lesson.”

Then at Kibroth-hattaavah what does God do? The people are absolutely sick of manna. So God sends quail. They stuff their mouths with quail:
Numbers 11:33   While the meat was still between their teeth, before it was chewed, the anger of the Lord was kindled against the people, and the Lord struck the people with a very severe plague. 
34 So the name of that place was called Kibroth-hattaavah, because there they buried the people who had been greedy. 

Kibroth-hattaavah  means “graves of craving; graves of greediness.” You know what? That’s where a lot of people are. That’s why a lot of people have strayed from the Lord because they are full of greed and craving. They are not satisfied with what God gives them so they go after their greed.
What is the next thing you see in Deuteronomy? You have seen the stubbornness of the people. 

Here is another incident in Kadesh –barnea. They rebel again.  

Deuteronomy 9: 23 “When the Lord sent you from Kadesh-barnea, saying, ‘Go up and possess the land which I have given you,’ then you rebelled against the command of the Lord your God; you neither believed Him nor listened to His voice. 
24 “You have been rebellious against the Lord from the day I knew you. 

What is Moses saying? He says, “I fell down.”  Now he didn’t fall down then, but he is going back. “This is why I fell down the second time at Mt. Sinai. I fell down to fast and pray for you.”   He gives us these incidences and then he takes us back to Mt Sinai. He shows them these incidences to show them how they are.
Deuteronomy 9:25“So I fell down before the Lord the forty days and nights, which I did because the Lord had said He would destroy you. 

What do you do with people like this? What do you do with people who act like they acted at Kadesh-barnea? God kills some of them there, too. What does Moses do? Moses intercedes there for them. Moses’ point is this: what do you do with a stubborn and rebellious people? You intercede. You fast. You pray. He says, “That’s what I did. I fasted for you, and I prayed for you.” 
Watch what he says about the results.
Deuteronomy 9:26 “I prayed to the Lord and said, ‘O Lord God, do not destroy Your people, even Your inheritance, whom You have redeemed through Your greatness, whom You have brought out of Egypt with a mighty hand.
 27 ‘Remember Your servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; do not look at the stubbornness of this people or at their wickedness or their sin. 

 What is he saying? God remember Your word. Remember Your promise, and remember Your covenant. When you and I are interceding and fasting for someone that has gone astray, what do we want to say? Remember Your covenant. Remember Your grace.
John 1:17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ. 

 We intercede on behalf of them, and we cry out to God. 
Next to verse 26 you might want to write Deuteronomy 10:10-11 

10 “I, moreover, stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights like the first time, and the Lord listened to me that time also; the Lord was not willing to destroy you.

11 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Arise, proceed on your journey ahead of the people, that they may go in and possess the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.’.
What is he saying here? Between verse Deut 9:27 and Deut 10:10 he tells of going back up on the mountain and getting new tablets of stone and putting them in the ark. That’s what tells them. Then he comes back in verse 10. He is mentioning fasting and prayer: 

He mentions in chapter 9: Deuteronomy 9:9 “When I went up to the mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of the covenant which the Lord had made with you, then I remained on the mountain forty days and nights; I neither ate bread nor drank water. 

 18 “I fell down before the Lord, as at the first, forty days and nights; I neither ate bread nor drank water, because of all your sin which you had committed in doing what was evil in the sight of the Lord to provoke Him to anger. 

 25 “So I fell down before the Lord the forty days and nights, which I did because the Lord had said He would destroy you. 

 He wants them to get the point. I believe that is what God wants you to do today. 
Deuteronomy 10:10“I, moreover, stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights like the first time, and the Lord listened to me that time also; the Lord was not willing to destroy you. 

Can you see the power we have through fasting and through prayer because we have a God of grace and longsuffering? 
But now watch because I have a message for those of you who are going to be stubborn. Some of you may be stiffing your neck and being a little rebellious. Some of you may be digging in your heels and are not being all you ought to be. What is God’s message for you today? Maybe you’re the one that is being prayed for. Or maybe in your heart you know where you are at and nobody else knows where you’re at so they’re not praying for you. What is God’s word to you today?

Deuteronomy 10:11 “Then the Lord said to me, ‘Arise, proceed on your journey ahead of the people, that they may go in and possess the land which I swore to their fathers to give them.’ (God is saying – I listened to you, Moses. I am not going to destroy Aaron. I am not going to destroy the people. I remembered My covenant, and they are going to possess the land.)
Deuteronomy 10:12  “Now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require from you, (You see what Moses did. He stood in the gap. But what does God require from you, you stubborn, rebellious, stiff-necked people? What does God require of you? This is what God requires of you:)
but to fear the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and love Him, and to serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul,
13 and to keep the Lord’s commandments and His statutes which I am commanding you today for your good?    He requires obedience.
Yes, there are intercessors that stand there. But you have a responsibility also. This is what God requires of you.  You say, “What right does He have to require that of me?”  

He says:

Deuteronomy 10:14“Behold, to the Lord your God belong heaven and the highest heavens, the earth and all that is in it. 15 “Yet on your fathers did the Lord set His affection to love them, and He chose their descendants after them, even you above all peoples, as it is this day.
I require this because I am God. This is what I have done for you. The heavens and highest heavens belong to Me. 
 16 “So circumcise your heart, (Get rid of that old flesh. Have a heart that is pliable in the hands of God. ) and stiffen your neck no longer.
 17 “For the Lord your God is the God of gods and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God who does not show partiality nor take a bribe.
18 “He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, and shows His love for the alien by giving him food and clothing. 
19 “So show your love for the alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt.
 20 “You shall fear the Lord your God; you shall serve Him and (what?) cling to Him, and you shall swear by His name. 
Jeremiah 13:11‘For as the waistband clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole household of Israel and the whole household of Judah cling to Me,’ declares the Lord, ‘that they might be for Me a people, for renown, for praise and for glory; but they did not listen.’ 
But as the last part of that verse says, “They did not listen” - that is in Jeremiah when God is getting ready to go in and take them out of the land because they would not believe Him.
God is saying in Deuteronomy 11 – I am not talking to your fathers:
Deuteronomy 11:2 “Know this day that I am not speaking with your sons who have not known and who have not seen the discipline of the Lord your God—His greatness, His mighty hand and His outstretched arm, 
God talks about the things He did with those people, and how He showed Himself holy and how He dealt with Dathan and Abiram:
3 and His signs and His works which He did in the midst of Egypt to Pharaoh the king of Egypt and to all his land;
 4 and what He did to Egypt’s army, to its horses and its chariots, when He made the water of the Red Sea to engulf them while they were pursuing you, and the Lord completely destroyed them; 
5 and what He did to you in the wilderness until you came to this place; 
6 and what He did to Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of Reuben, when the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them, their households, their tents, and every living thing that followed them, among all Israel—
 7 but your own eyes have seen all the great work of the Lord which He did.
 8 “You shall therefore keep every commandment which I am commanding you today, so that you may be strong and go in and possess the land into which you are about to cross to possess it; 

God is saying, “I want you to keep My commandments.” What does it take to keep His commandments? It takes being strong - that is what He is going to tell Joshua. “Be strong, courageous and observe to do all I commanded you, don’t turn to the right, don’t turn to the left.” What does it take in our society today when our society is like the land of Canaan and full of wickedness and we are a culture within a culture? It takes you and me to believe and obey God. If we don’t what does the end of Deuteronomy 11 tell us? 
Deuteronomy 11:26 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse:
 27 the blessing, if you listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, which I am commanding you today;  28 and the curse, if you do not listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside from the way which I am commanding you today, by following other gods which you have not known.
Yes, people can intercede and stand in the gap. But God still holds you, the individual, accountable. You are accountable. 
So He says, “When you get into that land, if you obey Me, that land will be wonderful. You are going to have rain in that land. As a matter of fact, you can judge:  if you are not getting rain then something is wrong. If you are getting rain, it’s because I am blessing you in that land.” 
He is saying, “You and I have an individual responsibility.” Our responsibility is to intercede for others. That is what we need to be doing in our nation right now. We need to be interceding. We need to be fasting and praying. We need to be serious about God. But He also says, “You as an individual have a responsibility. You can have blessing or you can have cursing. You choose.”  All God requires of you is that you fear Him, serve Him, love Him and keep His commandments. That’s all. You can do it because He is God, and He made a covenant at Calvary. That is what God is saying to us. 

Do we have ears to hear what He is saying? Are we listening?
Let me just read these final verses:

Deuteronomy 11:13 “It shall come about, if you listen obediently to my commandments which I am commanding you today, to love the Lord your God and to serve Him with all your heart and all your soul, 

What did Jesus say? “If you love Me you will (what?) keep My commandments.” He didn’t say, “You’re under grace. I am about to die, and you are under grace. You can live anyway you want.” That is turning the grace of God into licentiousness. John 14:15 “If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. If you belong to Me, you’re able to because I have given you the Holy Spirit. 
  Deuteronomy 11:14-16 that He will give the rain for your land in its season, the early and late rain, that you may gather in your grain and your new wine and your oil. 15 “He will give grass in your fields for your cattle, and you will eat and be satisfied. 16 “Beware that your hearts are not deceived, and that you do not turn away and serve other gods and worship them. 

You did it with the golden calf. Be careful that you don’t do it again. That is my word to you and me. Be careful that we don’t put idols in our life.

Deuteronomy 11:18 “You shall therefore impress these words of mine on your heart and on your soul; and you shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontals on your forehead. 

 In other words, stay in the Bible. Keep this Book ever before you. That’s why we are studying the way that we are. You have seen it for yourself. There is no argument. There is no middleman, but it’s you and God. He says what He means and He is means what He says. He is perspicuous. He means to be understood, and He needs to be obeyed because He is God. He warns us. My heart grieves; I believe our nation is in the condition it is because we have closed the Book. We have neglected the Book, and we don’t know and understand God and His ways. We don’t follow God because we are not in the Book. 
I commend you; you are my kind of people. I just spoke to 17,000 people this weekend. But I’d rather speak to several hundred who are dead serious about Jesus Christ and are going to pay the price to be men and women of God, who will intercede, who will fast, who will pray and understand it, but also who will walk in the way that God says and keep themselves from idols.  

Deuteronomy 11:22-23, “For if you are careful to keep all this commandment which I am commanding you to do, to love the Lord your God, to walk in all His ways and hold fast to Him, 23 then the Lord will drive out all these nations from before you, and you will dispossess nations greater and mightier than you. 

 26 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 

It is always today. You don’t have to worry about tomorrow! Today you seek first His kingdom. Today you seek His righteousness. Today you trust Him. He will take care of tomorrow. Tomorrow has enough problems of its own.

26 “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 

Deuteronomy 11:27-28 the blessing, if you listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, which I am commanding you today; 28 and the curse, if you do not listen to the commandments of the Lord your God, but turn aside from the way which I am commanding you today, by following other gods which you have not known. 

It reminds me of: Matthew 7:13-14 “Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it. 14 “For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads to life, and there are few who find it.  
There is a narrow road with a very small gate. There is a broad road with a very big gate. The people on the broad road are headed for destruction. But the people who choose that narrow gate of obedience, of righteousness, of holiness, of clinging to God – what is on the other side of that gate? It is “Well done, My good and faithful servant.” It is blessing.

Prayer:

You have given us this means of communicating with You – to fast and pray. You promise that when we do this, that our voice will be heard, the darkness will be dispelled and the light will dawn.  First, as You deal with us, cleanse us, as You humble us, and then Father, as You hear our voice on behalf of others. Father, if we do that, then we know that we have given it our all. We have not shirked back. We haven’t held back. Father, may we discipline ourselves for the sake of godliness. 
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