Lesson 4, Deuteronomy 12-16
Where Is God To Be Found? How Is He To Be Worshipped?
Precept Ministries/w Kay Arthur
Deuteronomy Lesson 4


There is a quest for the spiritual in our society because there is a void in our hearts, a void that no one else can fill except God. It’s called a God-shaped vacuum. We long for someone, something that is beyond ourselves. What are we told to do? We are told to seek for the spiritual, to try and satisfy the spiritual. I opened a magazine and saw instructions on how to put your own altar in your home You put some objects there that please you, that please your senses, things that are esthetically pleasing so that it might commune with your soul. Turn on the television talk shows and talk shows and you can hear how to get in touch with the inner person. There is a quest for the spiritual. That is because God made us for himself. He put a God-created vacuum inside of us and only One can fill it. We have heard about that One. The Lord is our God; the Lord is One, He is the only One that can fill it.
In Deuteronomy 12-16 we are going to look at the place where people could meet with God, where God is to be found and where He is to be worshipped.  This is our lesson for today.
Israel was going into a land that was filled with all sorts of idols, a land where people had cultic places, Asherah, altars to Baal and others, all over the place. They had all sorts of gods, gods of man’s own devising.  They were gods that men had conjured up in the darkness of their mind because they had missed the light of the truth of God and of His Son, Jesus Christ. Because of that, God is saying to His people, “Now when you go into the land, this is what I want you to do.”
Deuteronomy 12:1“These are the statutes and the judgments which you shall carefully observe in the land which the Lord, the God of your fathers, has given you to possess as long as you live on the earth. 

This was a land given to the descendents of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob (Israel) for as long as they would live on the earth.  
Deuteronomy 12:2“You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess serve their gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green tree. 

If you have every studied Jeremiah you will find that God is talking to the people and He is saying, “I am getting ready to drive you out of the land, because you have lifted up your skirts to every passer by. You have laid down under every green tree. You have committed adultery on the high hill.” They had played the harlot. In my novel, “Israel, My Beloved,” I show Sarah, who represents Israel, walking away from her husband, who is a picture of God.  She is going down the road dressed in the attire of a harlot. She is tired of worshipping him, and she wants go out and be like others. She wants to have many lovers. There you have a picture of what happens when we don’t listen to God, when we don’t obey His statutes and allow Him to fill the void, when we don’t know what His word says and who He is. Then, like these others who had the opportunity to know God but became vain in their imaginations and their foolish hearts became darkened.

Romans 1:21 For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,
 23 and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures. 

Those were men that had at one time heard the truth. Their forefathers all knew that there was a God but they turned their backs on God. Consequently, when they lived in the land all the people at this time where worshiping their idols. They had cultic places all over.

So God is saying this is what you’re going to do:

Deuteronomy 12:3 “You shall tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and burn their Asherim with fire, and you shall cut down the engraved images of their gods and obliterate their name (the name of their false gods) from that place. 4 “You shall not act like this toward the Lord your God. 

Verse 5 gives us the contrast. You can’t be all over the place worshiping God. You can’t go to this shrine and that shrine and worship this god and that god: 

Deuteronomy 12:5 “But you shall seek the Lord at the place which the Lord your God will choose from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and there you shall come. 
In other words, God has a place where He is going to dwell. It is at that place that you are to worship God. It is that place that you shall come to:
6 “There you shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices, your tithes, the contribution of your hand, your votive offerings, your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herd and of your flock. 

  He is going to talk about those tithes. He will talk about it in chapters 12-16. He is going to talk about their offerings, tithes and the firstborn of the herd.

Deuteronomy 12:7“There also you and your households shall eat before the Lord your God, and rejoice in all your undertakings in which the Lord your God has blessed you. 

 Some of those tithes that you offer; you are also going to eat. When you offer them there at the place then you are going to eat and have a festive meal and rejoice.

So this is going to be a place where God is. It is going to be a place where His name is. God is going to choose this place. It is going to be a place where you’re going to offer your sacrifices and where you are going to eat part of the tithe and rejoice. 
The contrast:
Deuteronomy 12:8“You shall not do at all what we are doing here today, every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes; 

He says, “I want you to know that a new era has come.”  This is why Moses is standing in the plains of Moab before the people for two months going over with them the statutes and the ordinances so they know exactly what they are to do once they get into the land. They can’t do it anyway they want to do it.
If you found a void in your heart, and you are looking for someone or something to fill it, I am telling you the only one who is going to fill it is going to be God. He is the only one who is going to be able to fill it.

Deuteronomy 12:8“You shall not do at all what we are doing here today, every man doing whatever is right in his own eyes; 

If you worship God, you worship God His way.

Deuteronomy 12:9 for you have not as yet come to the resting place and the inheritance which the Lord your God is giving you. (They haven’t come because they are still east of the Jordan.)
 10 “When you cross the Jordan and live in the land which the Lord your God is giving you to inherit and He gives you rest from all your enemies around you so that you live in security,
 11 then it shall come about that the place in which the Lord your God will choose (to set up an altar or  shrine in your home, to put esthetic things on that shrine, that is not what we are to do. See John 4:24 below.)  for His name to dwell, there you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution of your hand, and all your choice votive offerings which you will vow to the Lord.  
Because Jesus says,

John 4:24”God is spirit and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”
There is a way and a place to worship God.

11 then to the place that the Lord your God will choose, to make his name dwell there, there you shall bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings and your sacrifices, your tithes and the contribution that you present, and all your finest vow offerings that you vow to the Lord. 

Deuteronomy 12:12 “And you shall rejoice before the Lord your God, you and your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, and the Levite who is within your gates, since he has no portion or inheritance with you.
Then comes the warning:
 13 “Be careful that you do not offer your burnt offerings in every cultic place you see, 
14 but in the place which the Lord chooses in one of your tribes, there you shall offer your burnt offerings, and there you shall do all that I command you. 

  He is about to lay out the statutes’ and ordinances. When He lays them out, He begins with the primary thing that is going to hold this nation together. It is the primary thing that is going to give them a government, a unity as a people. I want you to know that this is why the Jews have remained a separate people all down through the ages. It’s because of the statues, the ordinances and the way they worship God. And because God said, “You can’t go any other place and you can’t do it any other way.” God said, “If you are going to worship Me and know My blessing, you must do it My way.” That is why the Jews formed the synagogues in the Diaspora when they were scattered all over. They had the rite of circumcision. They had the feasts that they were to celebrate. Granted they didn’t have a temple or a tabernacle where they could celebrate those feasts, but they would come and not bring offerings, because they were not allowed to if they didn’t have the temple, but they would come and celebrate their feasts. This is what held them together as a people. Now listen to me very carefully, there is a principle here for you and a precept here for you: what is going to hold you together as a family? It is not just the laws; but it’s the worship of God.  It is the proper worship of God, putting God in His proper place. It is giving Him priority in what you do as a family, in the way that you make your decisions. What is dividing us as a nation now is that we no longer worship and fear God. There are people that want to sandblast the name of God off of every monument.  
There is a judge that just said, any high school student that prays and mentions the name of Jesus Christ in any prayer is going to be put in jail for six weeks.  That is in the USA. You could stand and say something satanic and nothing would happen. What’s happened is that we have lost our fear of God and our respect of God as a nation. As a result, you’re going to see us go down and down. Because if there is no God, then why keep the ordinances? Why walk in paths of morality and right relationships as are laid down in the Ten Commandments? This is not something that just happened to a nation back there; it is something that has relevance for us today.
Deuteronomy 12

1. There is a place, the place that God chooses. This is the place you are to worship God.

Deuteronomy 13 

1.  There are to be no idols, no seducers. 
a. No seducers were to remain in the land. You are to watch anyone who would seduce you away from God.

b. Seducers with visions. Even if the vision came true,  if it would cause you to walk away from God, would cause you to walk in another direction from the word of God – maybe you build a shrine. Maybe you go to worship some place and you see an apparition, or you hear a voice, but that voice and that apparition would take you away from the Word of God. It is to be destroyed. It is satanic and not from God. We need to know and understand that. 
c. No idols, deal with seduces, and remember there is only one God.

Deuteronomy 14 

1. No pagan mourning
a. When your people die, you’re not to mourn them how the world mourns their dead (e.g. you are not to cut yourself)
2. There is to be no unclean food. You are a separate people. 
3. The tithes for God 
a. God has given you everything, and you are to give back 1/10th 
b.  Every 3rd & 6th year a special tithe from crops & flocks. 7th year land to rest
Chapter 15 

1.  Releasing of debt- after serving 6 years, a servant is allowed to go free
a. Every 7th year there is a releasing of those that are in debt to you and become slaves
2. Bond-servants- a servant that is knows he is better off being a with his master. I love you and your house. I love being your servant. I don’t want to be set free. I want to be your bond-servant for ever and ever. 
Paul calls himself a bond-servant of Jesus Christ. Why? Because he knows that if he is the servant of God, he is better off than if he ran his own life.

a. They would place the man’s ear on a door post, take an awl and pierce the ear (a big gapping hole), a sign that he could be free but chooses not to be.
We are to become bond-servants of Jesus Christ; we recognize that we are better off when God is in charge of absolutely everything.   
3. The first-born offering
a. Offering   first born of flock and  where they are to be eaten
Deuteronomy 16

1. The feasts-When they worship God
a. Go to Jerusalem 3 times a year to celebrate
1. Passover

2. Feast of Weeks or Pentecost

3. Feast of Booths or Tabernacles
Now watch what happens in these chapters:
Chapter 12 and 16 you talk about worship at the place. You begin with worship.  In chapter 12 we see worshiping in the place unifies the people.
 Chapter 13 and 14 you can see everything is centered on God. When I worship God, and I worship Him in Spirit and truth, I am going love God with all my heart, with all my soul, with all my mind and with all my strength. God is going to be the focus. But then the focus doesn’t end there. The focus goes to others in chapter 15.
We see worship (chapters 12 and 16). We see God first. 
Then we see in chapter 15, dealing with others, our brothers, their debts, worshipping the proper way by treating our brothers the proper way.

In chapters 13 and 14 we see that there is to be no defection from God. Any city that would cause a people to go astray and to worship other gods, that city after careful investigation is to be leveled to the ground and not rebuilt. Usually cities were rebuilt upon ruins but not this city because this is a people that defected from God.
In chapter 15 you also see the brotherhood, the importance of us loving and caring for one another. He talks about the poor and how you are to treat the poor. If the people are living in the land the way that they should, you’re not going to have the poor among you. But if you have the poor, you are to remember the poor and to take care of them; these are your brothers. You are to take mercy. If someone is indebted to you, they only work for 6 years and then they are set free. You don’t send them out empty-handed. You see, under God there is compassion and caring for people and if you worship God this is what you see. 
 Let’s look “the place,” at where His name and dwelling would be.
Deuteronomy 12:9 for you have not as yet come to the resting place and the inheritance which the Lord your God is giving you. 

You are going to come to this resting place. What is this resting place? This is where the name of the Lord will be established.

Deuteronomy 12:5“But you shall seek the Lord at the place which the Lord your God will choose from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and there you shall come. 

When I read this the first time, I thought I knew exactly where that is. Where would you think? Where would you put it?  What city would you put His resting place in? You would put it in Jerusalem. That is right. Eventually it is going to be the resting place. But they did not put His name there in Jerusalem immediately when they went into the land. That didn’t happen until the time of David and his son, King Solomon. 
When He talks about this resting place, what is He talking about?

Go to Exodus 25, now I (Kay Arthur) am just telling you what I think and I expect you to sort it out.

Exodus 25:8“Let them construct a sanctuary for Me, that I may dwell among them. 

What did they build? They built the tabernacle. There is a picture of the tabernacle in the front of the Inductive Study Bible. It was the sanctuary, a portable sanctuary. 
Then He talks about the furniture that they are going to put in it:
Exodus 25:10 “They shall construct an ark of acacia wood two and a half cubits long, and one and a half cubits wide, and one and a half cubits high. 
11 “You shall overlay it with pure gold, inside and out you shall overlay it, and you shall make a gold molding around it.
 12 “You shall cast four gold rings for it and fasten them on its four feet, and two rings shall be on one side of it and two rings on the other side of it.
 13 “You shall make poles of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 
14 “You shall put the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark, to carry the ark with them. 
15 “The poles shall remain in the rings of the ark; they shall not be removed from it.
 16 “You shall put into the ark the testimony which I shall give you. 
17 “You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold, two and a half cubits long and one and a half cubits wide.
 18 “You shall make two cherubim of gold, make them of hammered work at the two ends of the mercy seat. 

 Exodus 25:21“You shall put the mercy seat on top of the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony which I will give to you. 

What is the testimony? It’s the tablets of stone; it’s the Ten Commandments
 Exodus 25:22“There I will meet with you;(I will have a dwelling place with you.)  and from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, I will speak to you about all that I will give you in commandment for the sons of Israel. 
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The tabernacle was a tent within a tent. The inner tent was divided in half, separated by a veil with one piece of furniture, the Ark of the Covenant. He says, “There I will meet with you.”  The home of the ark was the Holy of the Holies that was God’s resting place, God’s dwelling place.
He is going to meet with them there. They are going to worship Him there. They are going to honor Him there and treat Him as God in this place. What happens? There is where they get their commandments, their marching orders, their statutes and ordinances. Where does it begin? It begins in worship; it begins with acknowledging that God is God.

Where is the place? We know that place has to occur before it lands in Jerusalem. So what happens? In the book of Joshua 3 they come over and camp in Gilgal. When they cross the Jordan River, what goes before them? The ark of the covenant. The people have to stand back far enough so they can see the ark. When they put their foot in the water, what happens to the water? The water separates, again the water separates; it’s the power of God, the presence of God. This ark, in a sense, is where God meets with His people, so that is like His dwelling place. This is where the Shekinah glory was, the pillar of cloud during the day and pillar of fire during the night. It rested on the Mercy seat on the Ark of the Covenant. 
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So they cross the river at

  Gilgal 
Then they go to up to Shechem, because God just instructed them in
 Deuteronomy 11:26 See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse: 
That blessing and a cursing depended on whether they worshiped God; whether they worshiped, honored and obeyed God properly. To obey God is to worship Him.
There is so much talk about worship today and how to have a worship service. If you are not listening to the word of God, if you are only singing songs and you’re not opening the book, if you’re only memorizing the choruses and not learning the word of God, you are not worshiping God. You are not really equipped to go in and sing the songs. Some of the songs that we sing over and over again go deep into our heart. We need to be careful because some of it is bad doctrine. Some of the old hymns you hear good, solid doctrine. 
Deuteronomy 11:29 “It shall come about, when the Lord your God brings you into the land where you are entering to possess it, that you shall place the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount Ebal. 

 When they left they went from Gilgal to Shechem. They camped there and put the blessing on Mt Gerizim and the curse on Mt Ebal and they recited that. The Ark was at Shechem. The ark came from Gilgal to Shechem and then back to Bethel, the house of God. 

 Bet means, “house” and el means, “God.” Bethel
Deuteronomy 11:30 “Are they not across the Jordan, west of the way toward the sunset, in the land of the Canaanites who live in the Arabah, opposite Gilgal, beside the oaks of Moreh? 
31 “For you are about to cross the Jordan to go in to possess the land which the Lord your God is giving you, and you shall possess it and live in it,
 32 and you shall be careful to do all the statutes and the judgments which I am setting before you today. 

 From Shechem the ark went to Bethel then to Shiloh. The ark was in Shiloh for over 300 years. This is the story of Samuel hearing the voice of God. Shiloh is where the Holy of Holies was. This was where God’s dwelling place was. This is where God met with them. Shiloh is where they celebrated the 3 feasts 3 times a year. It was there that they disobeyed God; it was there that the glory of Lord departed.
Then the ark was taken by the Philistines. Then the ark went to Ebenezer, Aphek and down to Ashded, and then to Gath, to Ekron, to Beth-shemesh. But then the ark ends up at Kiriath-jearim. Then David moves the ark to a tent right in the area of Jerusalem and then we have the final resting place of the ark.
This is why Israel cannot give up Jerusalem, because Jerusalem belongs to God. Jerusalem is God’s holy city. It is God’s earthly Zion.
1 Chronicles 21 we have David moving the ark. There has been a famine because David has sinned greatly. David has numbered the children of Israel.

1 Chronicles 21:14 So the Lord sent a pestilence on Israel; 70,000 men of Israel fell. 
15 And God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it; but as he was about to destroy it, the Lord saw and was sorry over the calamity, and said to the destroying angel, “It is enough; now relax your hand.” And the angel of the Lord was standing by the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 
1 Chronicles :21:16 Then David lifted up his eyes and saw the angel of the Lord standing between earth and heaven, with his drawn sword in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem. Then David and the elders, covered with sackcloth, fell on their faces.
 17 David said to God, “Is it not I who commanded to count the people? Indeed, I am the one who has sinned and done very wickedly, but these sheep, what have they done? O Lord my God, please let Your hand be against me and my father’s household, but not against Your people that they should be plagued.”
 18 Then the angel of the Lord commanded Gad to say to David, that David should go up and build an altar to the Lord on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.
 19 So David went up at the word of Gad, which he spoke in the name of the Lord. 20 Now Ornan turned back and saw the angel, and his four sons who were with him hid themselves. And Ornan was threshing wheat. 

1 Chronicles 21:22 Then David said to Ornan, “Give me the site of this threshing floor, that I may build on it an altar to the Lord; for the full price you shall give it to me, that the plague may be restrained from the people.”
 23 Ornan said to David, “Take it for yourself; and let my lord the king do what is good in his sight. See, I will give the oxen for burnt offerings and the threshing sledges for wood and the wheat for the grain offering; I will give it all.”
 24 But King David said to Ornan, “No, but I will surely buy it for the full price; for I will not take what is yours for the Lord, or offer a burnt offering which costs me nothing.” 

So there David builds an altar to the Lord so that God stops killing the people. He buys the threshing floor.  What is significant about the threshing floor?
1 Chronicles 21:28 At that time, when David saw that the Lord had answered him on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he offered sacrifice there.
 29 For the tabernacle of the Lord, which Moses had made in the wilderness, and the altar of burnt offering were in the high place at Gibeon at that time.
 30 But David could not go before it to inquire of God, for he was terrified by the sword of the angel of the Lord. 

 What is significant about the threshing floor? He buys the threshing floor with his own money.
We have an account of Solomon building the house of the Lord.
2 Chronicles 3: 1Then Solomon began to build the house of the Lord in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where the Lord had appeared to his father David, at the place that David had prepared on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusites. 

 Where is the temple going to be built? In Jerusalem because that is the sight where David built the altar, and where he bought the threshing floor from Ornan. So this is where it is going to be built.
2 Chronicles 5:2 Then Solomon assembled to Jerusalem the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, the leaders of the fathers’ households of the sons of Israel, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of David, which is Zion. 
3 All the men of Israel assembled themselves to the king at the feast that is in the seventh month. 

What feast would that be? The feast of Booths
2 Chronicles 5:7Then the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, into the inner sanctuary of the house, to the holy of holies, under the wings of the cherubim. 

 So this then is the resting place of the ark in Jerusalem on the threshing floor that David bought from Ornan. 
2 Chronicles 5:14 so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled the house of God. 

What have we come to? We have come to the final place. There will never be another place for Israel to have a temple. There will never be another place where Israel to worship God. This is the earthly Zion; this is where they’re going to come from all over the land to worship God three times a year.

Now go to chapter 7. This all has to do with building Solomon’s temple.

2 Chronicles 7:11  Thus Solomon finished the house of the Lord and the king’s palace, and successfully completed all that he had planned on doing in the house of the Lord and in his palace. 
12 Then the Lord appeared to Solomon at night and said to him, “I have heard your prayer and have chosen this place for Myself as a house of sacrifice.
This is the place of God’s choosing. This is the ultimate place. 

Then He talks about shutting up the heavens. That is what He talked about in Deuteronomy 11 and bringing the curse if they didn’t obey.
1 Chronicles 5: 13 “If I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or if I command the locust to devour the land, or if I send pestilence among My people, 

This is the verse we quote all the time:

2 Chronicles 7:14and My people who are called by My name humble themselves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, will forgive their sin and will heal their land. 
2 Chronicles 7:  15 “Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to the prayer offered in this place. 
We read about “the place” back in Deuteronomy. Now He has named the final resting place for Jerusalem. This is the place. We have seen the ark and it traveling. We’ve seen the tabernacle. Now we come to THE place of sacrifice, THE place of the ark of the covenant, THE place where the Shekinah glory abides and THE place that they are to turn and pray towards when they are scattered around the world.

2 Chronicles 7:15 “Now My eyes will be open and My ears attentive to the prayer offered in this place. 
16 “For now I have chosen and consecrated this house that My name may be there forever, and My eyes and My heart will be there perpetually. 

That is the place. 

So what happens? Go to John chapter 4. Jesus comes, in whom the glory of the Father dwells. He is, in a sense, a picture of the whole tabernacle, the whole worship of God. He is calling men to worship God. He is coming so men might worship God.
He HAS to go to Samaria. 

John 4: 3 He left Judea and went away again into Galilee.
 4 And He had to pass through Samaria.
 5 So He ﻿*﻿came to a city of Samaria called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph;  6 and Jacob’s well was there. So Jesus, being wearied from His journey, was sitting thus by the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7 There ﻿*﻿came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus ﻿*﻿said to her, “Give Me a drink.”8 For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.
 9 Therefore the Samaritan woman ﻿*﻿said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I am a Samaritan woman?” (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.)
 10 Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given you living water.”
 11 She ﻿*﻿said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with and the well is deep; where then do You get that living water? 12 “You are not greater than our father Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself and his sons and his cattle?” 13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again; 14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.” 
15 The woman ﻿*﻿said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the way here to draw.” 16 He ﻿*﻿said to her, “Go, call your husband and come here.” 
17 The woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus ﻿*﻿said to her, “You have correctly said, ‘I have no husband’; 18 for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; this you have said truly.”
Jesus talks to her about worshipping.
19   The woman ﻿*﻿said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 

20 “Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, (What mountain? Up in Samaria at Ebal and Gerizim) 

and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.”
John 4:21 Jesus ﻿*﻿said to her, “Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father.
 22 “You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.
 23 “But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers.
 24 “God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” 

What did Jesus do? Jesus went to a cross on the same mountain range that Abraham offered Isaac, the same mountain range that was the threshing floor of Ornan. He went to a cross and He died. He was the Lamb of God. He was the living tabernacle.  

1 Corinthians 15:3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures,
 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures,
 5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.
 6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; 
7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles;
 8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. 
John 14:6 Jesus  ﻿*﻿said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me. 

Do want a place to worship God? Do you want a place to meet God? It’s here at the cross of Calvary, where Jesus became sin for you, where Jesus made atonement for your sins, where Jesus’ blood was taken into heaven and put on the mercy seat of the throne of God. Jesus is the place that you now worship. This is where the name of God is: I am the Lord, I am Adoni, I am God, I am Jesus, I am the Savior, I am Christ, I am the Messiah and this is where you worship God. You don’t need an altar anymore. You don’t need anything. You worship Me at the foot of the cross where I died for your sins. You worship Me, so to speak, at the open tomb where I was raised from the dead; you worship Me in the truth of those things, not the place of those things. You worship Me in spirit because God is spirit and God is truth.
So we come to the book of Hebrews.

 We see God calling to His people that are having a hard time because they are being persecuted for being Christians. They are Jews who have left Judaism. They have embraced Jesus Christ and faith in Jesus Christ. The world hates them. The Jews hate them. In a sense it seems like they belong to no one. But they belong to the One that unifies us and puts Jew and Gentile in one body, and that is the church. That is the unity of our worship.

Hebrews 4:1  Therefore, let us fear if, while a promise remains of entering His rest, any one of you may seem to have come short of it. 
2 For indeed we have had good news preached to us, just as they (children of Israel) also; but the word they heard did not profit them, because it was not united by faith in those who heard. 
3 For we who have believed enter that rest, just as He has said, “As I swore in My wrath, They shall not enter My rest,” although His works were finished from the foundation of the world. 

What is the rest that he is talking about? It is the rest of faith. If I have faith, then I obey. It is the rest of Jesus Christ. It is the rest of believing in Jesus Christ. This is true worship. This is the place where we worship. We worship the Son of God, who is the way, the truth and the life. No man comes to the Father but by Him. 
Don’t let any one seduce you. Don’t let anyone take you away from that truth. There remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God. What is that Sabbath rest? That Jesus is going to return. Where is He going to return to? He is going to return to that place (Jerusalem). When He returns He is going to set-up and build a new temple. There is going to be a sacrificial system for the people living on the earth at that time. All the nations will be required to come up to celebrate the feasts. Zachariah closes with that. They will come up to celebrate the Feast of Booths. If the nations do not come up to celebrate the Feast of Booths there will be no rain on those nations. Why? God is God and He is to be worshiped. He is to be worshiped in the place that He chooses. He is to be worshiped in the manner that He chooses. He is to be worshipped alone and no one else. For us He is to be worshiped in spirit and truth. We worship Him by resting in all that Jesus Christ is. That is where we meet God at His Shekinah glory.
John 1:1   In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
 2 He was in the beginning with God.
John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

What about you, precious one? Have you worshiped God in spirit and in truth? In the place where God chooses and that place is in the person of His Son, Jesus Christ.
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