God’s Laws for CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Deuteronomy 32:39

‘See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me;

It is I who put to death and give life.

I have wounded, and it is I who heal;

And there is no one who can deliver from My hand.

	1
	Idolatry
	Leviticus 20:2

 Any man … who gives any of his offspring to Molech, shall surely be put to death; the people of the land shall stone him with stones

	2
	Occult Practices
	Exodus 22:18
 You shall not allow a sorceress to live.

Leviticus 20:27

A man or a woman who is a medium or a spiritist shall surely be put to death. They shall be stoned with stones, their bloodguiltiness is upon them.’”

	3
	Blaspheming God
	Leviticus 24:13-16

Bring the one who has cursed outside the camp, and let all who heard him lay their hands on his head; then let all the congregation stone him…‘If anyone curses his God, then he shall bear his sin. ‘Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the Lord shall surely be put to death; all the congregation shall certainly stone him. The alien as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.

	4
	Prophesying Falsely
	Deuteronomy 13:5

But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has counseled rebellion against the Lord your God who brought you from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of slavery, to seduce you from the way in which the Lord your God commanded you to walk. So you shall purge the evil from among you.

	5
	Breaking the Sabbath
	Exodus 31:14-15

Everyone who profanes [the Sabbath] shall surely be put to death; for whoever does any work on it, that person shall be cut off from among his people. 15 ‘For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day there is a sabbath of complete rest, holy to the Lord; whoever does any work on the sabbath day shall surely be put to death

Exodus 35:2

For six days work may be done, but on the seventh day you shall have a holy day, a sabbath of complete rest to the Lord; whoever does any work on it shall be put to death.

	6
	Disobedience to Parents
	Exodus 21:15,17
And he who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.

And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.

Leviticus 20:9
If there is anyone who curses his father or his mother, he shall surely be put to death; he has cursed his father or his mother, his bloodguiltiness is upon him.

Deuteronomy 21:18-21

If any man has a stubborn and rebellious son who will not obey his father or his mother, and when they chastise him, he will not even listen to them, then his father and mother shall seize him, and bring him out to the elders of his city at the gateway of his home town. “And they shall say to the elders of his city, ‘This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious, he will not obey us, he is a glutton and a drunkard. Then all the men of his city shall stone him to death; so you shall remove the evil from your midst, and all Israel shall hear of it and fear.

	7
	Disobedience to Courts
	Deuteronomy 17:12

12 “And the man who acts presumptuously by not listening to the priest who stands there to serve the Lord your God, nor to the judge, that man shall die; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel.

	8
	Adultery
	Leviticus 20:10
If there is a man who commits adultery with another man’s wife, one who commits adultery with his friend’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall surely be put to death.

Deuteronomy 22:20-21
But if this charge is true, that the girl was not found a virgin,21 then they shall bring out the girl to the doorway of her father’s house, and the men of her city shall stone her to death because she has committed an act of folly in Israel, by playing the harlot in her father’s house; thus you shall purge the evil from among you.

Deuteronomy 22:22,24
If a man is found lying with a married woman, then both of them shall die, the man who lay with the woman, and the woman; thus you shall purge the evil from Israel…. then you shall bring them both out to the gate of that city and you shall stone them to death; the girl, because she did not cry out in the city, and the man, because he has violated his neighbor’s wife. Thus you shall purge the evil from among you.

	9
	Rape
	Deuteronomy 22:25
But if in the field the man finds the girl who is engaged, and the man forces her and lies with her, then only the man who lies with her shall die.


	10
	Unchastity before Marriage
	Leviticus 21:9
Also the daughter of any priest, if she profanes herself by harlotry, she profanes her father; she shall be burned with fire.

Deuteronomy 22:20-21

But if this charge is true, that the girl was not found a virgin, then they shall bring out the girl to the doorway of her father’s house, and the men of her city shall stone her to death because she has committed an act of folly in Israel, by playing the harlot in her father’s house; thus you shall purge the evil from among you.

	11
	Incest & Immorality
	Leviticus 20:11-12

If there is a man who lies with his father’s wife, he has uncovered his father’s nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death… ‘If there is a man who lies with his daughter-in-law, both of them shall surely be put to death; they have committed incest.

Leviticus 20:14

If there is a man who marries a woman and her mother, it is immorality; both he and they shall be burned with fire, that there may be no immorality in your midst.

	12
	Homosexuality
	Leviticus 20:13

And if a man lie with mankind, as with womankind, both of them have committed abomination: they shall surely be put to death; their blood shall be upon them. 

	13
	Bestiality
	Exodus 22:19

Whoever lies with an animal shall surely be put to death.
Leviticus 20:15-16
If there is a man who lies with an animal, he shall surely be put to death; you shall also kill the animal. ‘If there is a woman who approaches any animal to mate with it, you shall kill the woman and the animal; they shall surely be put to death. Their bloodguiltiness is upon them.

	14
	Murder

(or if your animal kills someone after being warned)
	Exodus 21:12

He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death.

Exodus 21:29

If, however, an ox was previously in the habit of goring, and its owner has been warned, yet he does not confine it, and it kills a man or a woman, the ox shall be stoned and its owner also shall be put to death.

Leviticus 24:17,21
And if a man takes the life of any human being, he shall surely be put to death… ‘Thus the one who kills an animal shall make it good, but the one who kills a man shall be put to death.

Numbers 35:16-18,21

But if he struck him down with an iron object, so that he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death. ‘And if he struck him down with a stone in the hand, by which he may die, and as a result he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death. Or if he struck him with a wooden object in the hand, by which he may die, and as a result he died, he is a murderer; the murderer shall surely be put to death…. or if he struck him down with his hand in enmity, and as a result he died, the one who struck him shall surely be put to death, he is a murderer; the blood avenger shall put the murderer to death when he meets him

Numbers 35:30-31

If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death at the evidence of witnesses, but no person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness. ‘Moreover, you shall not take ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death.

Deuteronomy 19:11-13

But if there is a man who hates his neighbor and lies in wait for him and rises up against him and strikes him so that he dies, and he flees to one of these cities, then the elders of his city shall send and take him from there and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die. “You shall not pity him, but you shall purge the blood of the innocent from Israel, that it may go well with you.

	15
	Kidnapping
	Exodus 21:16

He that steals a man, and sells him, or if he be found in his hand, shall surely be put to death. 

Deuteronomy 24:7

If one is caught kidnapping any of his countrymen of the sons of Israel, and he deals with him violently, or sells him, then that thief shall die; so you shall purge the evil from among you.

	16
	False Witness in a Capital Crime
	Deuteronomy 19:18-21

If the witness is false and he has accused his brother falsely, then you shall do to him just as he had intended to do to his brother. Thus you shall purge the evil from among you. And the rest will hear and be afraid, and will never again do such an evil thing among you. You shall not show pity: life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot.


“Then all the people will hear and be afraid, and will not act presumptuously again.       Deuteronomy 17:13
God gave His law to restrain sin, not to reform sinners. 
The penalties He imposed were for the purpose of upholding His law, not for improving the offenders 

…..Warren Wiersbe, The Bible Expository Commentary (Leviticus)
