Precept Ministries with Kay Arthur

Exodus, Lesson 10, Chapters 32-33

“God and the Golden Calf”

How much syncretism is there in your worship of God? Do you realize the role that leadership plays in the syncretism of the church?

Syncretism = An attempted union or reconciliation of opposite tenets, beliefs, doctrines, or practices. 

This is found especially in philosophy when two different and opposite philosophies are blended and in religion where two different religious beliefs are blended. 

Syncretism was being practiced in Exodus, chapters 32 and 33 in people’s faith and in the role of leadership. It is crucial to understand this because of the day and age in which we are living. 

Our culture is not being impacted by our Christianity;

rather, our culture is impacting our Christianity.

We have crawled in bed with the world; we have played the spiritual adulteress. Jesus said, “You adulteresses, do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God?” (James 4:4.) Cohabitating with the world is becoming one flesh just as in a sexual relationship. We take two opposite tenets and try to put them together and say this is acceptable to God.

The judgment of God is about to fall on this nation. We are the ones who need to do something about it. It is time and the hour and the day for us to return to the unadulterated word of God and hold to it no matter what it costs. We need to recognize that we serve a holy God, and He will not tolerate sin. Judgment begins in the house of God. If it begins there, what is going to happen to the world? Moses pled with God and said, “If you are not going to go with me, then I don’t want to go.”

Exodus 33:15 Then he said to Him, "If Your presence does not go {with us,} do not lead us up from here. 16 "For how then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be distinguished from all the {other} people who are upon the face of the earth?"

The problem is: we are not distinguished from the rest of the people on this earth because God is not going with us. He is not pleased with a lot of our Christianity. 

Moses had been gone for forty days up on the mountain. The Law had been inaugurated. The Covenant had been made.

Exodus 24:15 Then Moses went up to the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD rested on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; and on the seventh day He called to Moses from the midst of the cloud. 17 And to the eyes of the sons of Israel the appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a consuming fire on the mountain top. 18 Moses entered the midst of the cloud as he went up to the mountain; and Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights.

In those forty days and forty nights, he was given the pattern for the tabernacle, the articles of furniture, requirements for Aaron and his sons for their anointing and consecration.

Exodus 32:1 Now when the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the people assembled about Aaron and said to him, "Come, make us a god who will go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him." 2 Aaron said to them, "Tear off the gold rings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring {them} to me." 3 Then all the people tore off the gold rings which were in their ears and brought {them} to Aaron. 4 He took {this} from their hand, and fashioned it with a graving tool and made it into a molten calf; and they said, "This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt." 5 Now when Aaron saw {this,} he built an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow {shall be} a feast to the LORD." 6 So the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play. 7 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Go down at once, for your people, whom you brought up from the land of Egypt, have corrupted {themselves.}”

God was disowning them, putting them aside. They are not behaving like My people. The LORD said:

Exodus 32:8 "They have quickly turned aside from the way which I commanded them. They have made for themselves a molten calf, and have worshiped it and have sacrificed to it and said, 'This is your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land of Egypt!'" 9 The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and behold, they are an obstinate people. 10 "Now then let Me alone, that My anger may burn against them and that I may destroy them; and I will make of you a great nation."

This was syncretism, worshiping the golden calf in place of God. 

When Moses was gone:

1. The people said to make a golden calf (this was contrary to the word of God) and build an altar to the Lord. The first  commandment is:

Exodus 20:2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 "You shall have no other gods before Me. 4 "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God.”

This was syncretism, mixing the worship of the golden calf with the building of an altar to the Lord. This was an attempted union or reconciliation with opposite tenets or practices. The rational for syncretism was after all, they were worshiping God, weren’t they? They may have a golden calf, but there is an altar to the Lord.
This is happening today. We bring much of the world into our worship and rationalize and say after all, we have to draw them in so we need to blend the two. Instead of telling exactly who God is, sometimes even missionaries bring two practices together. 

2. They were bringing an offering to the Lord and indulging their desires. 

They brought an offering to the Lord with a golden calf right there and then sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play. They were doing something they should not do.

Exodus 32: 5 Now when Aaron saw {this,} he built an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow {shall be} a feast to the LORD." 6 So the next day they rose early and offered burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.

To play = Sahaq (long mark over the a) - translated drunken or immoral orgies. This was sexual play. Some call it caresses that belong just to marriage. 

The burnt and peace offerings were legitimate offerings. Today, we go to church, bring our offerings and tithes, pray, sing our songs, but on Saturday night are fornicating or doing things we should not do. This is syncretism. The rational for this is, “Don’t be so narrow-minded, so rigid in your dogma. This is part of life. Don’t say that homosexuality or adultery is wrong or condemn people who are living together before they are married. Don’t put that burden on them.”

When was the last time you heard a sermon on the Ten Commandments or the judgment of God or a message on sin or the certainty of hell for the fornicator or the adulterer who has no inheritance in the kingdom of God? 

3. God was giving Moses instructions for the consecration of Aaron and his sons.

Where was Aaron, and what was he doing? Aaron was at the foot of the mountain casting an idol and at the same time calling the people to bring their offerings and worship God. This is syncretism. He had not yet heard what God was telling Moses, but God had told them the way they were to live in the Ten Commandments.

Exodus 28:2 "You shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. 3 "You shall speak to all the skillful persons whom I have endowed with the spirit of wisdom, that they make Aaron's garments to consecrate him, that he may minister as priest to Me.”

In Exodus 28:12, God talked about the ephod on which Aaron should bear the names of God’s people before the LORD as a memorial.

Exodus 28:12 "You shall put the two stones on the shoulder pieces of the ephod, {as} stones of memorial for the sons of Israel, and Aaron shall bear their names before the LORD on his two shoulders for a memorial. 13 "You shall make filigree {settings} of gold, 14 and two chains of pure gold; you shall make them of twisted cordage work, and you shall put the corded chains on the filigree {settings.}”

What Aaron should have been doing was bearing on the shoulders of his ephod the names of the people of God. He was told in Exodus 28:15-30 about the breastpiece of judgment that he was to wear over his heart before the Lord. Instead he brought judgment upon them by encouraging them in their sin and by not rebuking them and reproving them. 

Exodus 28:31 You shall make the robe of the ephod all of blue. 34 … a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden bell and a pomegranate, all around on the hem of the robe. 35 "It shall be on Aaron when he ministers; and its tinkling shall be heard when he enters and leaves the holy place before the LORD, so that he will not die.”

When Aaron was ministering to the Lord and had a robe on with bells and pomegranates, he could be heard. If he had gone in and was not holy, God would kill him. 

Exodus 28:36 "You shall also make a plate of pure gold and shall engrave on it, like the engravings of a seal, 'Holy to the LORD.' 38 "It shall be on Aaron's forehead, and Aaron shall take away the iniquity of the holy things which the sons of Israel consecrate, with regard to all their holy gifts; and it shall always be on his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD.”

Engraved on the turban was “Holy to the LORD.” This signified that he would be accepted before the Lord. Underline this. We are made acceptable before the Lord when our iniquity is taken away and are walking in holiness, set apart for God. 

Exodus 29:10-21 states that they were to take the blood of the bull and put it on the horns of the altar. They were to take the blood of the ram and put it on the right ear lobe and the right thumb and on the right great toe. This was showing that they were listening to and serving God and walking in righteousness before God. But, Aaron was not listening. They said they did not know what to do so they asked Aaron to make a god for them. They knew they were not to make a god because they heard the commandment and stood before God and said, “All that the LORD has spoken, we will do!” (Exodus 19:8) And forty days later they had forgotten and were making a god.

In light of this we must look at our own lives. Is there syncretism in our own lives? Are we trying to marry our Christianity and the world? But you say, “We have to communicate to the world.”
God has communicated everything we need to know.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

Why are we going to lay aside the word of God because we think they can’t understand it?  The god of this world blinds their eyes so that they cannot see the glorious light of the gospel (2 Corinthians 4:4). But God can unveil their eyes whenever He is ready. Ours is to do as God says and live exemplary lives before God. We are to be holy to the Lord. 

What is God’s perspective? 

We need to know how He feels about the church of the new millennium in the United States of America. How does He feel about the liberal churches all across Europe ant those that demonstrate nothing more than emotions and have entertainment and do not give the word of God?

1. There was corruption. Any time there is syncretism there is corruption. 

Exodus 32:7 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Go down at once, for your people, whom you brought up from the land of Egypt, have corrupted {themselves.}”

2. They had turned aside. The commandments of God were clear.

Exodus 32:8a "They have quickly turned aside from the way which I commanded them.”

3. They were a stiff-necked people. (Obstinate means stiff-necked.)

The Bible says that he who stiffens his neck will suddenly be broken and paralyzed. 

Exodus 32:9 The LORD said to Moses, "I have seen this people, and behold, they are an obstinate people.”

Proverbs 29:1 A man who hardens {his} neck after much reproof will suddenly be broken beyond remedy.

4. They were out of control. People cast off all moral restraints

Exodus 32:25 Now when Moses saw that the people were out of control--for Aaron had let them get out of control …

The word for out of control is “pr.”
Proverbs 29:18 Where there is no vision, the people are unrestrained, but happy is he who keeps the law.

Where there is no vision could be translated revelation. Where there is no message from God or where there is no attention to the word of God the people cast off all moral restraints.
Today we can’t talk about sin because we want to attract sinners, and then when they come into the church, we give them the wrong message. They think that Christianity is entertainment and drama. They are taught that God wants us all to be happy. But Christianity is about taking sinners and making them holy, setting them free from sin. 

The church is a derision among the world today because we talk about God but we don’t honor Him as God. So there is nothing different about us.

Exodus 32:25b … for Aaron had let them get out of control to be a derision among their enemies.
We have abandoned the word of God in its purity and its call to holiness and the cross.

What role does leadership play when there is syncretism in the church?

How important is a leader in a ministry, the one who stands behind the pulpit, or the men who make decisions and run the church?

A Contrast Between Aaron and Moses

Aaron

1. Aaron was led by expediency. 

(Exodus 32:1-2) The people say, “Make a god for us” and Aaron said, “Tear off your gold rings?” He was led by the people rather than by God and did not try to dissuade them. There was no rebuke from Aaron to the people. 

2. The gold for God was to be entrusted to Aaron. This speaks of today in the practice of fund-raising, especially on Christian television. 

Exodus 32:2 Aaron said to them, "Tear off the gold rings which are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, and bring {them} to me."

He was saying, “Take off your earrings, give them to me, and I’ll give you what you want.” Today, it’s “Send in your tithes and offerings, give them to me, and you will get what you want.”

Go back to chapter 25. What were they told to do with the gold?

Exodus 25:2 Tell the sons of Israel to raise a contribution for Me; from every man whose heart moves him you shall raise My contribution. 3 "This is the contribution which you are to raise from them: gold, silver and bronze…
3. The contribution was to be for the Lord. See chapter 35, verses 4-5.

Aaron made the god that the people desired. He did not give them what they needed. He gives them what they desire. He did according to their lusts and encouraged syncretism. 

Exodus 32:5 Now when Aaron saw {this,} he built an altar before it; and Aaron made a proclamation and said, "Tomorrow {shall be} a feast to the LORD.”

4. Aaron did not rebuke their sensuality; rather he excused/condoned their behavior. 

Exodus 32:21 Then Moses said to Aaron, "What did this people do to you, that you have brought {such} great sin upon them?" 22 Aaron said, "Do not let the anger of my lord burn; you know the people yourself, that they are prone to evil. 23 "For they said to me, 'Make a god for us who will go before us; for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.'

5. Aaron lied in order to cover his tracks.

Exodus 32:24 "I said to them, 'Whoever has any gold, let them tear it off.' So they gave {it} to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf."

Moses 

1. Moses stands for God

Moses was told by God to get out of His way because He was going to destroy the people and then He would make a great nation from Moses. This was an opportunity for syncretism, a test. 

2. Moses was concerned about God’s glory, His reputation.

Exodus 32:11-12 Then Moses entreated the LORD his God, and said, "O LORD, why does Your anger burn against Your people whom You have brought out from the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand? 12 "Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, 'With evil {intent} He brought them out to kill them in the mountains and to destroy them from the face of the earth'? Turn from Your burning anger and change Your mind about {doing} harm to Your people. 13 "Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants to whom You swore by Yourself, and said to them, 'I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heavens, and all this land of which I have spoken I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit {it} forever.'"

Moses’ response to God was, “No, God. It is your reputation, God, Your promises.” The Lord relented. He changed His mind about what He was going to do. Here we see God responding to a person who is determined to uphold the holiness, the character and the integrity of God and His Word at all costs. Moses was concerned about God’s glory, His reputation. He entreated God on the basis of covenant. (See Exodus 32:13.) This is the way we are to prevail with God – not with manipulation but on the basis of God’s promises. 

3. Moses had a righteous indignation/anger
Exodus 32:19 It came about, as soon as Moses came near the camp, that he saw the calf and {the} dancing; and Moses' anger burned, and he threw the tablets from his hands and shattered them at the foot of the mountain.

Where is righteous indignation today? Where is choosing sides for God, coming over on the side of God? What has happened to our passion, our holy indignation? 2 Chronicles says, 

2 Chronicles 19:2 Should you help the wicked and love those who hate the LORD

4. Moses wanted the people to be aware of the gravity of their sin. 

Exodus 32:20 He took the calf which they had made and burned {it} with fire, and ground it to powder, and scattered it over the surface of the water and made the sons of Israel drink {it.}

He wanted them to taste the bitterness of their sin. When the great revivals came, people writhed over their sin. They came because there was no mercy in calling sin, sin. 

5. Moses called sin, sin.

Exodus 32:21 Then Moses said to Aaron, "What did this people do to you, that you have brought {such} great sin upon them?"

We have got to call sin, sin.

Exodus 32:30 On the next day Moses said to the people, "You yourselves have committed a great sin; and now I am going up to the LORD, perhaps I can make atonement for your sin." 31 Then Moses returned to the LORD, and said, "Alas, this people has committed a great sin, and they have made a god of gold for themselves. 32 "But now, if You will, forgive their sin.

6. Moses called for a righteous separation.

Exodus 32:22 Aaron said, "Do not let the anger of my lord burn; you know the people yourself, that they are prone to evil. 23 "For they said to me, 'Make a god for us who will go before us; for this Moses, the man who brought us up from the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.' 24 "I said to them, 'Whoever has any gold, let them tear it off.' So they gave {it} to me, and I threw it into the fire, and out came this calf." 25 Now when Moses saw that the people were out of control--for Aaron had let them get out of control to be a derision among their enemies-- 26 then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, "Whoever is for the LORD, {come} to me!"

Moses said, "Whoever is for the LORD, {come} to me!" Isn’t that what Jesus Christ did? He divided it right down the middle. When He spoke, He did not water it down. He didn’t bring in entertainment to bring them in. Instead, He said:

Mark 8:34b "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.”

Because we have watered down the gospel and not called sin, sin, people think they are getting saved and yet their sin has never been dealt with. They have never writhed in anguish over their sin like in the great revivals. A friend of mine was present when the Shantung revival came. Marie Monson who was God’s primary tool in this revival, was preaching on the Ten Commandments. This brother said he thought they were having an earthquake when actually the people were under such conviction that the benches trembled so bad that the earth seemed to be shaking. They said, “Tell us what to do,” and she said, “No, you are not ready. You just want relief from your misery.” The people followed her home asking, “Tell us how to be saved,” but she would not. She turned to Kay’s friend and said, “Don’t ever pick green fruit!” 

We are picking green fruit – green fruit in which there has been no root of the seed of the word of God that was planted in good soil. We are not plowing and planting and watering the way that we should.

Exodus 32:26 then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, "Whoever is for the LORD, {come} to me!" And all the sons of Levi gathered together to him.
The fact that the Levites chose the Lord was to be a great blessing to them.

7. Moses ordered death to the sinners

Exodus 32:27 He said to them, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Every man {of you} put his sword upon his thigh, and go back and forth from gate to gate in the camp, and kill every man his brother, and every man his friend, and every man his neighbor.'"

Luke 14:26 "If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.

Moses was saying to the people to put the sinners to death. In that day that was the judgment of God. But never the less, we are to be separate.

2 Corinthians 6:17 "Therefore, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE," says the Lord. "AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you. 18 "And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me," Says the Lord Almighty.

A Godly leader, a holy man of God, does not allow a syncretism. A Godly leader brings a division, dividing righteousness from unrighteousness. Sin would be judged and not allowed in the camp.

1 Corinthians 5:7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

Sin had to go. Christ, our Passover, has been sacrificed for us. In 1 Corinthians 5, there had to be judgment of sin in the church. 

1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife. … verse 5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

8. Moses had the heart of an intercessor

Moses interceded on behalf of the collective body.  He was a holy man and dealt with sin yet his heart was the heart of an intercessor.
Exodus 32:28 So the sons of Levi did as Moses instructed, and about three thousand men of the people fell that day. 29 Then Moses said, "Dedicate yourselves today to the LORD--for every man has been against his son and against his brother--in order that He may bestow a blessing upon you today."

God will bless you because you love God’s holiness more than your family or friends.

Exodus 32:30 On the next day Moses said to the people, "You yourselves have committed a great sin; and now I am going up to the LORD, perhaps I can make atonement for your sin."

How like Jesus that he desired to make atonement for their sins even though he could not.

Exodus 32:31 Then Moses returned to the LORD, and said, "Alas, this people has committed a great sin, (he does not white-wash it) and they have made a god of gold for themselves. 32 "But now, if You will, forgive their sin--and if not, please blot me out from Your book which You have written!"

Moses was willing to die with his people. He had a heart for God and for holiness but also for the people. 

Exodus 32:33 The LORD said to Moses, "Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book. 34 "But go now, lead the people where I told you. Behold, My angel shall go before you; nevertheless in the day when I punish, I will punish them for their sin."

Here God was saying that every man had to deal with this own sin. This is individual accountability for sin. Each of us is without excuse. We may not know that something is a sin, but we are still guilty.

Three things that set Moses apart: (as a man that would not compromise) 
1. Moses had a tent of meeting with God. (An interlude between verses 7 and 11)

God told him that He would not go with him but that He would send his angel.
Exodus 33:7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, a good distance from the camp, and he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the LORD would go out to the tent of meeting which was outside the camp. 8 And it came about, whenever Moses went out to the tent, that all the people would arise and stand, each at the entrance of his tent, and gaze after Moses until he entered the tent. 9 Whenever Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent; and the LORD would speak with Moses. 10 When all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people would arise and worship, each at the entrance of his tent. 11 Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, just as a man speaks to his friend.

You say, “How wonderful to have the Shekinah glory, to have God speak to him face to face.” But Moses did not have The Book, and we do. This is where we meet with God face to face; we have a tent of meeting. We have the whole counsel of the word of God. 

2. He realized that apart from God he could do nothing. 

Exodus 33:12 Then Moses said to the LORD, "See, You say to me, 'Bring up this people!' But You Yourself have not let me know whom You will send with me. Moreover, You have said, 'I have known you by name, and you have also found favor in My sight.' 13 "Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found favor in Your sight, let me know Your ways that I may know You, so that I may find favor in Your sight. Consider too, that this nation is Your people." 14 And He said,” My presence shall go {with you,} and I will give you rest." 15 Then he said to Him, "If Your presence does not go {with us,} do not lead us up from here. 16 "For how then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be distinguished from all the {other} people who are upon the face of the earth?"

Moses desired to know God, to find favor in His sight. He said he could not go without Him. 

He knew that without God he couldn’t do anything.

3. Moses had to see God’s glory (Exodus 17-23)

The Lord passed by him, and he saw his glory. He said that Moses would see His back but not His face. 

+++

Do you desire to see God’s glory; God as He really is? That’s what will set you apart, precious one. Where do you stand? Is there any syncretism in your worship of God, with your walk with the Lord or in your beliefs? What will you do about it? Will you let it go and be on the Lord’s side all the way? If you will make that commitment, do you realize what that would do for the body of Jesus Christ, for the kingdom of God, and for the day when you see Him face to face? You would be able to say, “I have fought the good fight. I have finished the course. I have kept the faith.” God would say, “There is a crown of righteousness laid up for you. Welcome home!”

Father, we don’t want to rush out of here. We want to stop a minute and examine our lives and our hearts. We want to look at the places where we have been careless and sloppy, and have allowed a syncretism in our lives. The purity of our devotion, love and consecration has been tainted, adulterated.  The world’s “sweetness” has caused us to lose our saltiness. Forgive us, Lord. Father, we want to be holy, pure, unadulterated in our worship, walk and beliefs. Help us to be that kind of people. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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