Precept Ministries with Kay Arthur

Exodus, Lesson 11, Chapters 34-40

“If Your Presence Doesn’t Go With Me”

The children of Israel had sinned. They had made an idol and consequently, they broke the covenant they had made with God. Was it not logical then that God would punish them by putting them to death? To those who remained, He said, “You broke my covenant and my presence is not going with you.” He said He was going to send an angel who would deliver them into the land and drive out the enemy. He had made an unconditional covenant that promised the land to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their descendants forever and that they would dwell in the land and a seed as plentiful as the stars in the heavens and the sand on the seashore, a seed that would eventually be found in and wrought through the Seed, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

God said, “You shall have no other gods before me; you shall not make any graven image.” But they made an idol and broke a covenant they promised they would obey. Consequently, He said, “I am not going with you because you are a stiff-necked, obstinate people. If I go with you, I will probably kill you.” Moses responded, "If your presence is not going with us, then we don’t want to go. An angel will not do. We have to have you, God.” 

We are going to see how applicable this is to our lives. The Bible says that the things that were written beforehand were written for our instruction (Romans 15:4)

Exodus 32:34 "But go now, lead the people where I told you. Behold, My angel shall go before you; nevertheless in the day when I punish, I will punish them for their sin." 35 Then the LORD smote the people, because of what they did with the calf which Aaron had made.

Exodus 33:1 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Depart, go up from here, you and the people whom you have brought up from the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 'To your descendants I will give it.'”

He said He was a covenant keeping God. He wasn’t going to break this Covenant. The Abrahamic Covenant was unconditional. He said, “I was the only one who passed through the pieces on that day when I made that covenant with Abraham.”

Exodus 33:2 "I will send an angel before you and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. 3 "{Go up} to a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, because you are an obstinate people, and I might destroy you on the way." 4 When the people heard this sad word, they went into mourning, and none of them put on his ornaments.

They seemingly had learned a lesson and went into mourning. They did not want that golden calf now that Moses has shown up. They wanted God to go with them. 

Exodus 33:5 For the LORD had said to Moses, "Say to the sons of Israel, 'You are an obstinate people; should I go up in your midst for one moment, I would destroy you. Now therefore, put off your ornaments from you, that I may know what I shall do with you.'" 6 So the sons of Israel stripped themselves of their ornaments, from Mount Horeb {onward.}
We won’t wear them. We will lay them aside. We want You to see that we are listening to You now, and we are grieved, and we understand.

God changed His mind

Now Moses and God get together.  As they get together, God says:
Exodus 33:14 And He said, "My presence shall go {with you,} and I will give you rest."15 Then he said to Him, "If Your presence does not go {with us,} do not lead us up from here. 16 "For how then can it be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and Your people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we, I and Your people, may be distinguished from all the {other} people who are upon the face of the earth?"

The Holy Spirit in us is what distinguishes us from all the other people on the face of this earth. He will never leave us. He put His Spirit inside of us when we believed Him. 

Ephesians 1:13 In Him(Jesus), you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation--having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to the praise of His glory.

The Holy Spirit in us is our guarantee that the minute we are absent from this body, we will be present with the Lord because we are sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. 

We got the Holy Spirit inside of us first by hearing and then believing. We were then sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise. 

1 Corinthians 6:19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20 For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

The price was the blood of the Jesus Christ. We were redeemed not by corruptible things such as silver and gold from our empty manner of life but by the precious blood of the Lamb of God – a Lamb without spot or blemish, without sin (1 Peter 1:18-19). This body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, therefore wherever we go, He goes.

The children of Israel did not have the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. They were under the old covenant. It said that if they obeyed it they would be blessed but cursed if they disobeyed it. They broke it but were remorseful. So God said that His presence would go with them. 

What distinguished the nation of Israel from all the other people 

on the earth was that they belonged to the one and only true God.

1. Their God distinguished them

2. God’s law distinguished them

3. His tabernacle distinguished them

1. Their God distinguished them.

Watch what their God is able to do and going to do.

Exodus 33:18 Then Moses said, "I pray You, show me Your glory!" 19 And He said, "I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you and will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show compassion." 20 But He said, "You cannot see My face, for no man can see Me and live!"

God’s glory is what He is, and when we glorify Him we honor and worship Him according to who He is. God made all of His goodness pass before Moses; He is good, gracious, and compassionate. He told Moses he could see His glory but not His face. No man could see His face and live. 

Exodus 33:21 Then the LORD said, "Behold, there is a place by Me, and you shall stand {there} on the rock; 22 and it will come about, while My glory is passing by, that I will put you in the cleft of the rock and cover you with My hand until I have passed by. 23 "Then I will take My hand away and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen."

Here God was saying, “Here is a place beside me.” He is not a God that is far off or one who pushes you away, or so holy that He does not want to be close to man. Moses was a man who loved God, who served Him and followed Him. 

The rock is Jesus upon which the church is built. The Rock was cleft in two and from the wound in His side came the blood that purifies us. Some day that hand that covered Moses will wipe away every tear and will caress you, and we will see Him face to face. And you will live because you will have a new body. This body will put on immortality, the corruptible, incorruptibility and death will pass away and the grave will have no victory. We will have our resurrected bodies just like Jesus Christ. 

They knew the one and true and living God. You and I know the same one. That is what distinguishes us from all the people on this earth.

Exodus 34:5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood there with him as he called upon the name of the LORD. 6 Then the LORD passed by in front of him and proclaimed, "The LORD, the LORD God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in lovingkindness and truth;

LORD = Yahweh as in Exodus 6:3 is how God revealed Himself by this name.

God is Truth – There is no deception in Him. God cannot lie and will not lie. Since the Bible is His Book, it is pure truth.
Exodus 34:7 … who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin; yet He will by no means leave {the guilty} unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations."

He forgives us when we twist, revolt against or miss the standard because He is a loving, forgiving, compassionate, gracious God. (Lovingkindness is a covenant term.)

Iniquity = Twists God’s standard of righteousness.

Transgression = A revolting against the God’s standard.

Sin = To miss the standard. (Can’t reach the standard.)

Yet, because He is righteous and holy He cannot let the guilty go unpunished.

They all knew that. God killed about three thousand because of their guilt. He forgives when we acknowledge our sin and do not want to continue in it. And we acknowledge that He is God, and He is to be worshipped as God and honored as God, then He forgives. He forgives, so to speak, when we take off our ornaments (Exodus 33:4). He forgave those who removed their ornaments; He could see their hearts. But, when they did not acknowledge their sin:

Exodus 34:7b … He will by no means leave {the guilty} unpunished, visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children and on the grandchildren to the third and fourth generations."

This is because the fathers refused to obey God. They wanted to set their own mark (their own standard) doing it their own way. But, there are little children who are watching. Today we have little children who have no exposure to God. They have never heard the Law of God. But they have heard His name blasphemed. Children are imitators and are shaped by what they are taught. So, a generation that turns away from God repeats itself over and over and reproduces itself. 

We can break the pattern. Is there hope of God’s presence being in me or of Him going with my children or me? Yes, there is because He is compassionate, good, gracious, slow to anger, abounding in lovingkindness and because He forgives when we distort and rebel and miss the mark. We can break the pattern of past generations by believing in and receiving Jesus Christ and wanting His presence to go with us. We can ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit to come inside of us and seal us until the day of redemption. By doing this we can be forgiven and sanctified. This stops the sin from going to the next generation. It can be broken. 

We can put the sword of Spirit, the word of God, into our lives to cut off every lie of the enemy and live by and meditate on its precepts. Then wherever we go, the word is dwelling in us along with the Holy Spirit. We can walk with confidence through the evil of the day because we are distinguished by having the one and true living God inside of us. 

2. God’s law distinguished them

There is no other system of laws like them or equal to them. It is a model. This was a theocracy by which they lived – God ruled. But the children of Israel broke His commandments. 

Exodus 34:10a Then God said, "Behold, I am going to make a covenant.” (Mark the word covenant in your Bible.)

Exodus 34:10b Before all your people I will perform miracles which have not been produced in all the earth nor among any of the nations; and all the people among whom you live will see the working of the LORD, for it is a fearful thing that I am going to perform with you.

He said He was going to make the covenant with them again even though they had broken it. In that covenant He was going to do miracles that had never been done in all the earth or in any other nation. What distinguished them was their God who was able to do miracles. See Joshua.

Exodus 34:11 "Be sure to observe what I am commanding you this day: behold, I (not the angel) am going to drive out the Amorite before you, and the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite and the Jebusite. 
33:14 And He said, "My presence shall go {with you,} and I will give you rest."

33:14 is interpreted in Deut. 4:37 and Joshua 21:44. See NASB references in the margin. 

“I will give you rest” means that God is going to drive out their enemies.

Deuteronomy 4:32 "Indeed, ask now concerning the former days which were before you, since the day that God created man on the earth, and {inquire} from one end of the heavens to the other. Has {anything} been done like this great thing, or has {anything} been heard like it? 33 "Has {any} people heard the voice of God speaking from the midst of the fire, as you have heard {it,} and survived? 34 "Or has a god tried to go to take for himself a nation from within {another} nation by trials, by signs and wonders and by war and by a mighty hand and by an outstretched arm and by great terrors, as the LORD your God did for you in Egypt before your eyes? 35 "To you it was shown that you might know that the LORD, He is God; there is no other besides Him. 

If God is the LORD and there is no other besides Him, and if God is going with you, do you have anything to fear? No. You have nothing to fear. The problem is that we forget that. We get in a panic situation, become impatient like the children of Israel when Moses was gone, instead of looking to God and remembering, “There is no other besides Him.” 
36 "Out of the heavens He let you hear His voice to discipline you; and on earth He let you see His great fire, and you heard His words from the midst of the fire. 37 "Because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them. And He personally brought you from Egypt by His great power, 38 driving out from before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in {and} to give you their land for an inheritance, as it is today. 39 "Know therefore today, and take it to your heart, that the LORD, He is God in heaven above and on the earth below; there is no other. 40 "So you shall keep His statutes and His commandments which I am giving you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may live long on the land which the LORD your God is giving you for all time."

He let them hear His voice and see His great fire and hear His words. He personally brought them out of Egypt by His great power and drove out nations that were greater and mightier.

God is not through with Israel. He gave them the land for all time. God is a covenant keeping God. Even if He became angry with them, He would still keep His covenant with them. 

Exodus 34:12 Watch yourself that you make no covenant with the inhabitants of the land into which you are going, or it will become a snare in your midst.

When you make a covenant with someone, a solemn, binding agreement, you become as one, caring for one another. It would put them in a very dangerous position if they were to make a covenant with the people of the land who did not worship their God. This is why we should not marry an unbeliever.

Exodus 34:14 --for you shall not worship any other god, for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God-- 15 otherwise you might make a covenant with the inhabitants of the land and they would play the harlot with their gods and sacrifice to their gods, and someone might invite you to eat of his sacrifice, 16 and you might take some of his daughters for your sons, and his daughters might play the harlot with their gods and cause your sons {also} to play the harlot with their gods. 17 "You shall make for yourself no molten gods.”

Why did God say, “Make for yourself no molten gods?” Because they had just drunk of the golden calf after it had been crushed and ground up (Exodus 32:20).

Exodus 34:18a "You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread.”

The Feast of Unleavened Bread is part of the Feast of Passover. In the Passover, a first-born lamb, without spot or blemish, is killed in order to deliver them. If no blood of the lamb was put on the doorposts, every first-born male was put to death. 

Exodus 34:19 "The first offspring from every womb belongs to Me, and all your male livestock, the first offspring from cattle and sheep.”

He reminded them that the first-born males from every womb belonged to Him and that they were to redeem the first-born. 

Exodus 34:21 "You shall work six days, but on the seventh day you shall rest; {even} during plowing time and harvest you shall rest.”

He reminded them they were to keep the Sabbath –work six days but rest on the seventh.

Exodus 34:22 "You shall celebrate the Feast of Weeks, {that is,} the first fruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingathering at the turn of the year. 23 "Three times a year all your males are to appear before the Lord GOD, the God of Israel.”

What made them different was the covenant, and the Law and the feasts. When the Israelites celebrated these feasts, they were required to go up to Jerusalem three times a year. Up to that time they went to the tabernacle. God was preparing them for the time when they would go to Jerusalem to appear before the Lord.

Exodus 34:24 "For I will drive out nations before you and enlarge your borders, and no man shall covet your land when you go up three times a year to appear before the LORD your God.”

They feared their land would not be protected while away in Jerusalem. But God promised He would keep every enemy away from their land and it would lay in perfect security.

Exodus 34:27 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write down these words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel." 28 So he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights; he did not eat bread or drink water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments. 29 It came about when Moses was coming down from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the testimony {were} in Moses' hand as he was coming down from the mountain), that Moses did not know that the skin of his face shone because of his speaking with Him. 30 So when Aaron and all the sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone, and they were afraid to come near him.

Exodus 34:31 Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers in the congregation returned to him; and Moses spoke to them. 32 Afterward all the sons of Israel came near, and he commanded them {to do} everything that the LORD had spoken to him on Mount Sinai. 33 When Moses had finished speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. 34 But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to speak with Him, he would take off the veil until he came out; and whenever he came out and spoke to the sons of Israel what he had been commanded, 35 the sons of Israel would see the face of Moses, that the skin of Moses' face shone. So Moses would replace the veil over his face until he went in to speak with Him.

The Veil

When Moses came down from the mountain He had a shining face and after wore a veil. But He spoke with God with an unveiled face.

In Jeremiah, we have a promise of a New Covenant, words no longer written on tables of stone but written on tables of men’s hearts. The fear of God would then be put within them. This covenant came to pass when Jesus Christ was born, died, was buried and was resurrected. But Israel stays blind to the New Covenant.
First we see the Abrahamic Covenant, then the Old Covenant (or the Law) and then a promise of the New Covenant written on human hearts; the Law is now internal.

2 Corinthians 3:2 You (Christians) are our letter, written in our hearts, known and read by all men; 3 being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

2 Corinthians 3:6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

This Law could only kill - only show what was wrong. The Spirit, who comes in the New Covenant, gives life and enables us to keep the law.

2 Corinthians 3:9 For if the ministry of condemnation has glory, much more does the ministry of righteousness abound in glory.

The Old Covenant is a ministry of condemnation because all it says is where we are wrong. Instead, the New Covenant enables us to do what is right because He said He would put His Spirit within us. 

2 Corinthians 3:12 Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 13 and are not like Moses, who used to put a veil over his face so that the sons of Israel would not look intently at the end of what was fading away.

What was fading away and would be replaced by the New Covenant was the Old Covenant.

2 Corinthians 3:14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.

The veil is lifted, the shutters go up, when we receive Jesus Christ. Only by Christ can we be righteous by walking by the Spirit. We see that the Law is good, and holy, and just, and we can keep and fulfill the Law because we have God’s Spirit inside and because His presence goes with us. I am able to live righteously.
2 Corinthians 3:15 But to this day whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their heart; 16 but whenever a person turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

John 8:36 "So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

We are not under the condemnation of the Law. If we break it we are not put to death because God is in us and forgives sin, transgressions and iniquities. He is abounding in lovingkindness and enables us by His presence to keep the Law. But when we break the Law and confess it, we are forgiven. The covenant will never be broken. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit.

Moses saw the Lord’s glory. We see the glory because it is described in the Holy Bible. We are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory because of Him who is inside of us. If we follow after the Spirit, we will not fulfill the desires of the flesh; instead we will produce the fruit of the Spirit – be like Christ. 

The veil has stayed over the eyes of Israel but there is a day coming when a third of all Israel that survives the tribulation will have the veil taken off, and they will receive the New Covenant.

3. God’s tabernacle distinguished them

Exodus 35:36, 36:5, 6 describes how the tabernacle was made with treasures that the Israelites had gotten from the Egyptians. Moses had to stop them from bringing more. 

Exodus 36:6b "Let no man or woman any longer perform work for the contributions of the sanctuary." Thus the people were restrained from bringing {any more.} 7 For the material they had was sufficient and more than enough for all the work, to perform it.

Pray our hearts will be so stirred that God would say that He has plenty to do His work.

Everything that was made is described in chapters 35-39. God had given Moses instructions of what to do and what to make and how to make it. 

The Tabernacle

The Ark of the Covenant. Inside of the Ark of the Covenant they put the tablets with the commandments on them. This showed that God had Laws, His ways and is righteous. The Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies is representative of the throne of God. 

The Mercy Seat. Over the Ark was a mercy seat. When they broke the commandments, the blood of goat was put on the mercy seat on the Day of Atonement. God forgives.
The Veil. It separated the Holy of Holies from the Holy Place. The veil is a picture of the flesh of Jesus Christ, the One who was the only way to God. 

The Altar of Incense. The altar of incense in front of the Holy Place was before the veil where we see Christ, our intercessor who appears in the presence of God for us.

The Showbread. On the right side was a table of showbread. Jesus is the very bread by which we live. 

The Lampstand. On the left was the lampstand, the Light of the World, so that we do not walk in darkness. 

The Bronze Laver. In the outer court through the door of the Tent of Meeting was the bronze laver where the priest washed daily. We are to come before Him with clean hands and a pure heart. 

The Brazen Altar. At the entrance of the gate just inside the outer court was the brazen altar where the offering was put. We remember that Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. The Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world was bound to God’s altar, a cross. 
They had a tabernacle that showed them things to come that would point to the Messiah for whom they are waiting. 

The entire tabernacle was anointed along with the priests. We have an anointing from God and do not have to pray for it; 1 John 2:20-27, states that we already it. We must simply remember that and live accordingly. As Aaron and his sons were anointed to serve God in a perpetual priesthood, we can know we are a kingdom of priests and may lift up holy hands in worship of God. 
The tabernacle was completed, and Moses had finished his work. This was the thing that distinguished them from all the people on the earth.

Exodus 40:34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35 Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 Throughout all their journeys whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the sons of Israel would set out; 37 but if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not set out until the day when it was taken up. 38 For throughout all their journeys, the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by day, and there was fire in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel.

The glory was God’s presence, and He was going with them. When He moved, they followed. When He stopped, they stopped. He was there as a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night so they would not be afraid. “My presence will go with you.”
Exodus tells us of God’s great deliverance and assures us of His presence going with us. Leviticus tells us, “Be holy, even as I am Holy.” We want everything that is in this temple, our body, to say glory to the Lord as His presence goes with us. 
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- Made of pure gold. 

   It burned day & night.

  

Jn 1:4 Jesus is the Light of the world

Table of Showbread

 on north side. 

Made of acacia wood/overlaid with 

gold. 2.5' off ground. 12 loaves of 

bread represented the covenant 

people. Every Sabbath these were 

eaten by priests and then replaced. 

Jn 6:48 Jesus is the bread of life.
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		The Tabernacle

		Ark of the Covenant
(Jn 8:58, Jn 10:30-33). Jesus - "I AM"
incarnate of God who before Abraham was, "I AM."
The Lord met with and dwelt among the people.
~ Made of Acacia wood with gold 
  covering. Occupied the Holy of Holies. Contained the tablets of st												Ex 4:34 The Cloud covered the tent of meeting. God hovered in the cloud.

														Mercy Seat - The lid on top of the Ark of the Covenant was called the Mercy Seat. 2 angels with wings spread were made of solid gold.
 It covered the Old Covenant of the Law.
Heb 10:1013 The Mercy Seat was a picture of the throne of God where Jesus was th

		Veil - Made of purple, blue, scarlet & 
 twisted lilnen; separated the Holy of  
 Holies from the Holy Place.
(Heb 10:20) Picture of Jesus' torn flesh. Like the rent veil, gives access to God. It was torn from heaven to earth.
Rent Veil represents Jesus’												Holy of Holies - The High Priest could enter 1 time/year on the Day of Atonement to put the blood of a goat to cover their sin.

														Altar of Incense
(Heb 7:25) Incense to burn perpetually showing us : 
Jesus as our High Priest lives to make intercession for us.

		Lampstand - Made of pure gold. 
   It burned day & night.
  Jn 1:4 Jesus is the Light of the world

														Table of Showbread on north side. Made of acacia wood/overlaid with gold. 2.5' off ground. 12 loaves of bread represented the covenant people. Every Sabbath these were eaten by priests and then replaced. 
Jn 6:48 Jesus is the bread of life.

		Tent of Meeting (Exodus 40:24)
~  Only priests could enter the 
    Holy Place.
~  Could enter daily.

		Brazen Alter
God's picture of Jesus nailed to the cross for our sins. 
Baptized with a baptism of fire.
~ 4 horns - 1 in each corner
~ Offering tied to horns
~ Coals of fire

														Door. Only one door. Always faced east, (John 10:9) Jesus is the door.
No one comes to the Father but through Jesus.

														Bronze Laver
Priests could not enter the Holy Place without washing. They washed daily. Bronze is a symbol of judgement.
(Jn.15:3, Eph. 5:26)
Believers are cleansed by the
washing of the water of the word
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