Precept Ministries with Kay Arthur

Exodus, Lesson 2, Chapters 4-7

“When we fail, He’s still ‘I AM.”

What comfort, what peace, what victory, what truth do we miss when we look at the circumstances instead of looking at the One who is the Lord over all the circumstances, the One who stands outside of the circumstances, the One who never changes. 

Genesis: Covers about 2300-2400 years. 

1. It is the book of beginnings, of origins. God established the Abrahamic Covenant and told Abraham:

· That they were going to be in bondage for 400 years.

· Gave the promise of a seed. It would be like the stars of the heavens, the sand of the seashore.

· Gave the promise of land. Leave the land of Egypt and go into the promised land.

Exodus: Covers about 140-145 years. It is the starburst of the whole Pentateuch, the first five books of the Bible. 

1. It is a book of redemption by blood in the Passover. It tells of a people delivered out of slavery, bondage (first 14 chapters). God passes over every house where He sees the blood of the lamb but where there is none, He kills the first-born male, animal of all of Egypt including the first born in Pharaoh’s house.

2. It is a book that talks about obedience to the laws: a theocracy by which they are to live:

· Obedience to commands and laws that God gives. He does this by means of the Old Covenant or The Law (chapters 20-24).

3. It is a book that tells how to properly worship God

· Directs the erection of the tabernacle. God appoints priests to minister.

· It fulfills the Abrahamic Covenant as laid out in Genesis. He had told them in Genesis that they were going to be in bondage for 400 years.

4. It fulfills the Abrahamic Covenant as laid out in Genesis. He told them in Genesis that they were going to be in bondage for 400 years.

· The promise of a seed that is to be multiplied like the stars of the heavens, the sand of the seashore. In fact, they multiplied so much that Pharaoh became afraid of them.

· The promise of land. God brought them out of the land of Egypt in order to bring them into the land of Canaan.

5. It is a book that has pictures and typology of our redemption. 

Leviticus: Covers only about one month. The book of God’s laws, a theocracy. God explains the laws that He laid down in Exodus.

Numbers: The journey to the Promised Land

Deuteronomy: Opens with Moses being 120 years of age. Tells about how the people are to live in the land. It reiterates the law; the seedbed of which is in Exodus.

Exodus 3 Review

God shows Moses who He is. He is standing before God at the burning bush. God has told him that he is to go deliver the children of Israel and how they are to live.

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should bring the sons of Israel out of Egypt?" 12 And He said, "Certainly I will be with you, and this shall be the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God at this mountain." 13 Then Moses said to God, "Behold, I am going to the sons of Israel, and I will say to them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you.' Now they may say to me, 'What is His name?' What shall I say to them?" 14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM"; and He said, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.' " 15 God, furthermore, said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the sons of Israel, ' The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you.' This is My name forever, and this is My memorial-name to all generations.

Psalm 102:26 They will perish, but you endure; they will all wear out like a garment. You change them like clothing, and they pass away; 27 but you are the same, and your years have no end.

Where it says, “but you are the same,” it means “you are I AM.” You are the One who will always be the same. Everything else will change but God will always be the same. This is what Moses is to remember: God is going with him. We can trust that also.
He is the same God who was with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob – “I am that I am,” the self-existent One. Apart from everything else, I exist. I have always existed; I exist now and will always exist, the past, present and future, immutable, unchangeable, the same.

Moses is told what to expect. God leads us step-by-step. Exodus 3:16-22.

1. 3:19 – He will meet with resistance. Pharaoh will not let you go except under compulsion.

2. 3:20 – God will perform miracles.

3. 3:21-22 – He told them they would go out with many possessions with riches.

16 "Go and gather the elders of Israel together and say to them, 'The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, " I am indeed concerned about you and what has been done to you in Egypt. 

17 "So I said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanite and the Hittite and the Amorite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite, to a land flowing with milk and honey.'" 

18 " They will pay heed to what you say; and you with the elders of Israel will come to the king of Egypt and you will say to him, 'The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, has met with us. So now, please, let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.' 

19 "But I know that the king of Egypt will not permit you to go, except under compulsion. 

20 "So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My miracles which I shall do in the midst of it; and after that he will let you go. 

21 "I will grant this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be that when you go, you will not go empty-handed.

 22 "But every woman shall ask of her neighbor and the woman who lives in her house, articles of silver and articles of gold, and clothing; and you will put them on your sons and daughters. Thus you will plunder the Egyptians." 

Moses had tried to deliver the Israelites under his own power and failed. He had 40 years to remember his failure. He esteemed the reproach of the people more than the riches of Egypt. 

Exodus 4

Moses asked, “What if they will not believe me?” (We have all stepped out in obedience and then hit a brick wall – even people who oppose you in a call on your life.)

1 Then Moses said, "What if they will not believe me or listen to what I say? For they may say, ' The LORD has not appeared to you.' " 2 The LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" And he said, " A staff (a shepherd’s crook)." 3 Then He said, "Throw it on the ground." So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it. 4 But the LORD said to Moses, "Stretch out your hand and grasp {it} by its tail" (One never picks up a snake by the tail. It could turn around and bite you.)--so he stretched out his hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand-- 5 "that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you." 6 The LORD furthermore said to him, "Now put your hand into your bosom." So he put his hand into his bosom, and when he took it out, behold, his hand was leprous like snow. 7 Then He said, "Put your hand into your bosom again." So he put his hand into his bosom again, and when he took it out of his bosom, behold, it was restored like {the rest of} his flesh. 8 "If they will not believe you or heed the witness of the first sign, they may believe the witness of the last sign. 9 "But if they will not believe even these two signs or heed what you say, then you shall take some water from the Nile and pour it on the dry ground; and the water which you take from the Nile will become blood on the dry ground." They had the influence and therefore the mind-set of Egypt upon them after living in Egypt for 400 years.

Signs given to Moses before the children of Israel. (He was to perform these signs before the Hebrews because they had the influence and therefore the mind-set of Egypt upon them after living in Egypt for 430 years.
1. Vs’ 3, 4. His staff became a serpent and then changed back into a staff. Moses was raised in Egypt and knew that the snake symbolized power and life. 

2. Vs’ 6. 7. When he put his hand into his bosom it became leprous and then was restored. This disease was prevalent in Egypt and considered incurable. 

3. Vs 9. Water from Nile turned to blood. The Nile to the Egyptians was the source of life and productivity. 

10 But Moses said to the Lord, "O my Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor even now that you have spoken to your servant; but I am slow of speech and slow of tongue." 11 Then the Lord said to him, "Who gives speech to mortals? Who makes them mute or deaf, seeing or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? 

Who makes the blind, the deaf, and the dumb? God does. 

We may not like that but His purpose in doing so is for His glory.

God became angry with Moses. Moses was looking at himself, at his own circumstances, remembering the past, and thinking that all depended on him alone. He is not looking at God, the One who was going to send him, the “I AM.”

12 "Now then go, and I, even I, will be with your mouth, and teach you what you are to say." 13 But he said, "Please, Lord, now send {the message} by whomever You will." 14 Then the anger of the LORD burned against Moses, and He said, "Is there not your brother Aaron the Levite? I know that he speaks fluently. And moreover, behold, he is coming out to meet you; when he sees you, he will be glad in his heart. 15 "You are to speak to him and put the words in his mouth; and I, even I, will be with your mouth and his mouth, and I will teach you what you are to do. 16 "Moreover, he shall speak for you to the people; and he will be as a mouth for you and you will be as God to him. 17 "You shall take in your hand this staff, with which you shall perform the signs." 

Moses obeyed, left Midian, and on the way God tried to kill him.

24 Now it came about at the lodging place on the way that the LORD met him and sought to put him to death. 25 Then Zipporah took a flint and cut off her son's foreskin and threw it at Moses' feet, and she said, "You are indeed a bridegroom of blood to me." 26 So He let him alone. At that time she said, "{You are} a bridegroom of blood"--because of the circumcision. 

God wanted Moses to understand that He is a God of Covenant and

that He is the sovereign administrator of every covenant that is made. 

We must never break covenant with God!

A covenant was cut in Genesis 17. The sign of the covenant was circumcision. Every male had to be circumcised. If he was not, he was to be cut off from the people. Moses had failed to circumcise his son and thus, had not kept the covenant.

27 Now the LORD said to Aaron, "Go to meet Moses in the wilderness." So he went and met him at the mountain of God and kissed him. 28 Moses told Aaron all the words of the LORD with which He had sent him, and all the signs that He had commanded him {to do.} 29 Then Moses and Aaron went and assembled all the elders of the sons of Israel; 

Aaron spoke to the people for Moses and Moses performed the signs. They witness that the serpent that the Egyptians worshiped which was a sign of power, Moses now had that power to control that serpent. Then when he put his hand into his bosom and pulled it out, it turned leprous and when he put it in again and pulled it out, it was restored. Then he turned the water of the Nile into blood. Then they believed and worshiped the Lord.

We are elated when God answers prayer and when we have done what He wants us to do. There is apparent success.

Exodus 5

1 And afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Let My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.'" 2 But Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go."  

God had told Moses that Pharaoh would let the people go only under compulsion. 

3 Then they said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please, let us go a three days' journey into the wilderness that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God, otherwise He will fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword." 4 But the king of Egypt said to them, "Moses and Aaron, why do you draw the people away from their work? Get {back} to your labors!" 5 Again Pharaoh said, "Look, the people of the land are now many, and you would have them cease from their labors!" 6 So the same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters over the people and their foremen, saying, 7 "You are no longer to give the people straw to make brick as previously; let them go and gather straw for themselves. 8 "But the quota of bricks which they were making previously, you shall impose on them; you are not to reduce any of it. Because they are lazy, therefore they cry out, 'Let us go and sacrifice to our God.' 9 "Let the labor be heavier on the men, and let them work at it so that they will pay no attention to false words."  

Synopsis of Pharaoh of Exodus.
1. His name was Amenhotep II.

2. Pharaoh was a title that meant A Great House.
3. The title was given originally to the palace and the grounds about 2500 B.C.

4. About 1500 B.C., around the time of the Exodus, the term was applied to the king, himself.

5. Every pharaoh when he came to power had five great names but no one was allowed to mention those names so they simply called him Pharaoh.

6. Pharaoh was the absolute monarch, supreme commander of armies, the chief justice of the royal court and the high priest of all religion.

7. Because Pharaoh had such absolute power, justice was defined as what Pharaoh loved and what he hated. Justice was what Pharaoh loved and injustice was what Pharaoh hated.

8. His divine power would be demonstrated in a daily ritual. In the morning, he would go up to the site of the House of the Morning, and break a seal to the statue of the sun god, waking him up with a prayer. This brought the sun up for the people.

9. He was considered as a god who owned the land and the people.

As a result of the Israelites having to make bricks and gather their own straw, the taskmasters were being beaten because the people were not producing their quota of bricks. 

10 So the taskmasters of the people and their foremen went out and spoke to the people, saying, "Thus says Pharaoh, 'I am not going to give you {any} straw. 11 'You go {and} get straw for yourselves wherever you can find {it,} but none of your labor will be reduced.' " 12 So the people scattered through all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for straw. 13 The taskmasters pressed them, saying, "Complete your work quota, {your} daily amount, just as when you had straw." 14 Moreover, the foremen of the sons of Israel, whom Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over them, were beaten and were asked, "Why have you not completed your required amount either yesterday or today in making brick as previously?"  

The supervisors were angry with Moses because of the bad treatment at the hand of Pharaoh. Moses knew (Exodus 3) that they would have problems with Pharaoh, that he would not let the people go except under compulsion. He did not know he would have problems with the people because God had not told him that. 

20 When they left Pharaoh's presence, they met Moses and Aaron as they were waiting for them. 21 They said to them, " May the LORD look upon you and judge {you,} for you have made us odious in Pharaoh's sight and in the sight of his servants, to put a sword in their hand to kill us." 22 Then Moses returned to the LORD and said, "O Lord, why have You brought harm to this people? Why did You ever send me? 23 "Ever since I came to Pharaoh to speak in Your name, he has done harm to this people, and You have not delivered Your people at all."

Moses asked God why He sent Him to Egypt to free His people. He forgot that it was to be under compulsion.

We have all questioned God and asked Him, “Why?” 

We have all looked at circumstances, not at God, the “I AM.”
Exodus 6
God reminded Moses four times that He is the Lord.

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Now you shall see what I will do to Pharaoh; for under compulsion he will let them go, and under compulsion he will drive them out of his land." 2 God spoke further to Moses and said to him, "I am the LORD;

God called himself by this most holy name – YHWH. Add the vowels and it becomes Yahweh, the most holy name for God. This name was used for the first time in Genesis 2:4. Up to that time, God is called Elohim. Any time you see Lord in all capital letters in the NASB, it is a translation of the most holy name of God.

YHWH – This is the first use of the name, Yehovah or Jehovah. It is derived from Hayah, which means to exist or to be, the I Am. It was called the great and terrible name of the Lord. The Israelites were too afraid to say it because of the commandment, “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain…” that they would not even say His name. Instead, they said, Yehovah, instead of YHWH. It is used 7,000 times in the Old Testament. The shortened form is Jah. It is the present tense of the verb that means, to be. Present tense means it goes on and on and on. He is ever-present or always is, the God that exists.

Rough circumstances don’t always mean that you have not heard God’s voice. You can have peace and joy in midst of circumstances.

2 God spoke further to Moses and said to him, "I am the LORD 3 and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but {by} My name, LORD (YHWH), I did not make Myself known to them.

LORD is used 162 times in the book of Genesis. Thirty-four of those are used when people called Him LORD. What does He mean when He said, “I did not make myself known to them.”? They knew Him as the God of promises. They knew Him more as El Shaddai, the all-sufficient one. Shad is believed to be derived from breast, the one who would supply their needs, the nurturing one, the one who carried them. But here in verse 2, He said that He was going to reveal Himself to them so that they would know Him as Yahweh because the promise that He gave to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is going to be fulfilled in the power of that name. 

He was about to take them out of the house of bondage. They were told (Genesis 15) that they would be in bondage for 400 years but now He is about to redeem them by His outstretched arm. What they are about to learn that they had never known before was the power of that name. They would also know the presence of that name because the Shekinah glory was going to go with them.

3 and I appeared to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, as God Almighty, but {by} My name, LORD (YHWH), I did not make Myself known to them; 4 "I also established My covenant with them, to give them the land of Canaan, the land in which they sojourned. 5 "Furthermore I have heard the groaning of the sons of Israel, because the Egyptians are holding them in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant.

God remains the same. He expects us to keep the covenant we have made with the Lord. 

6 "Say, therefore, to the sons of Israel, I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from their bondage. I will also redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great judgments.

In this name is the redemption of God in difficult circumstances, bondage, slavery, etc.

 7 'Then I will take you for My people, and I will be your God; and you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 'I will bring you to the land which I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I will give it to you {for} a possession; I am the LORD.' " 9 So Moses spoke thus to the sons of Israel, but they did not listen to Moses on account of {their} despondency and cruel bondage.

God had told them over and over again that He was the Lord. 

Sometimes we fail to listen to God because the pain is so great 

and we then miss the comfort and that sweet quiet assurance He could give us.

10 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 11"Go, tell Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the sons of Israel go out of his land." 12 But Moses spoke before the LORD, saying, "Behold, the sons of Israel have not listened to me; how then will Pharaoh listen to me, for I am unskilled in speech?" 13 Then the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, and gave them a charge to the sons of Israel and to Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt.

God is slow to anger and is merciful. He told Moses again that He would be with him. He will be with you too! This book is reported in the Word of God not just as history but has practical application for our lives. All we have to do is remember that He is the Lord and His will will be accomplished. His covenant will be kept. All we have to remember is that His name is Yahweh. 
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