Precept Ministries with Kay Arthur

Exodus, Lesson 3, Chapters 7-10

“Beware of a Hardened Heart”

What is ahead for you? Is it judgment or mercy? It all depends on what you do with your heart. 

In Exodus, the children of God are in slavery to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. God sent them a deliverer to free them from slavery, out of the house of bondage. 

This is a picture of: 

1. Pharaoh who represents the Prince of this world

2. Egypt which represents the world in bondage to sin, walking according to the prince of the power of the air.

3.  Moses who speaks of our deliverer, the Lord Jesus Christ.

4. The plagues – what is to come in the last days

For chart, see last page.
Jesus set us free by becoming sin for us at the cross. We are in a new millennium, a very significant time. We know that:

1. Jesus is coming back but we don’t know when,

2. He will rule as King of Kings on this earth,

John 8:34, 36 Jesus answered them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.” So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 37 "I know that you are Abraham's descendants; yet you seek to kill Me, because My word has no place in you.”

The exodus took place about 1445 B.C.E. The children of Israel are about to be delivered from the house of bondage in Egypt where they had been slaves for 400 years. Moses has gone to Pharaoh and says to Pharaoh, “Let my people go.”

Pharaoh

Exodus 5:1 And afterward Moses and Aaron came and said to Pharaoh, "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, 'Let My people go that they may celebrate a feast to Me in the wilderness.'" 2 But Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, and besides, I will not let Israel go."

Prince of the World – Satan

Ephesians 2:2 … you formerly walked according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience. 3 Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.

1 John 5:19 We know that we are of God, and that the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

The Beast

The Beast (a man who has been filled with the power of Satan) is going to rule over every tribe, tongue and nation. This is going to happen. He will make war with the saints. Pharaoh is ruling over all of Egypt and he is making war in a sense against God’s chosen people, His first-born who God has set apart. 
Rev. 13:1-10 And the dragon stood on the sand of the seashore. Then I saw a beast coming up out of the sea, having ten horns and seven heads, and on his horns were ten diadems, and on his heads were blasphemous names. 2 And the beast which I saw was like a leopard, and his feet were like those of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. And the dragon gave him his power and his throne and great authority. 3 I saw one of his heads as if it had been slain, and his fatal wound was healed. And the whole earth was amazed and followed after the beast; 4 they worshiped the dragon because he gave his authority to the beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, "Who is like the beast, and who is able to wage war with him?" 5 There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and authority to act for forty-two months was given to him. 6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven. 7 It was also given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to him. 8 All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain. 9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear. 10 If anyone is destined for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints.


Parallel: 
God Raises up Moses to deliver His people out of Egypt. 



Jesus Christ, on the cross, delivered the saints.

Exodus 3:10 "Therefore, come now, and I (God) will send you to Pharaoh, so that you may bring My people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt."

Even as Moses had opposition from the people, so Jesus came to His own and “they received Him not.” He was to be our deliverer and ruler. He will bring the beast under submission and rule and reign over this earth for 1000 years.

Acts 7:34 (God is speaking to Moses)`I HAVE CERTAINLY SEEN THE OPPRESSION OF MY PEOPLE IN EGYPT AND HAVE HEARD THEIR GROANS, AND I HAVE COME DOWN TO RESCUE THEM; COME NOW, AND I WILL SEND YOU TO EGYPT.' 35 "This Moses whom they disowned, saying, `WHO MADE YOU A RULER AND A JUDGE?' is the one whom God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of the angel who appeared to him in the thorn bush. 36 "This man led them out, performing wonders and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty years. 37 "This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, `GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN.' This is Jesus Christ.
Just as Moses was called out of Egypt, so was Jesus Christ. 

Both Jesus and Moses lead people out of Egypt (the world). 

Matthew 2:13 Now when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, "Get up! Take the Child and His mother and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him." 14 So Joseph got up and took the Child and His mother while it was still night, and left for Egypt. 15 He remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: "OUT OF EGYPT I CALLED MY SON."
Rev. 20:1 Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding the key of the abyss and a great chain in his hand. 2 And he laid hold of the dragon, the serpent of old, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years; 3 and he threw him into the abyss, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he would not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were completed; after these things he must be released for a short time.


Parallel: 
Signs were given to Moses to prove God sent him. (Exodus, Ch’s 4 & 7) 



Signs were given so people would believe that Jesus is the Christ.

John 20:30 Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name.

Deliverance took place through judgments in Egypt.

Exodus 7:4 "When Pharaoh does not listen to you, then I will lay My hand on Egypt and bring out My hosts, My people the sons of Israel, from the land of Egypt by great judgments.”

Deliverance from the evil one will take place through the plagues. Rev 5:1-6:1

God is sitting on the throne, and in His hand is a scroll. It is sealed with seven seals. It is the title deed to the earth. Only Jesus is worthy to break its seals. Through the breaking of the seals, the neck of the evil one is broken and Jesus Christ is triumphant.

Rev 5:2 And I saw a strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book and to break its seals?" 3 And no one in heaven or on the earth or under the earth was able to open the book or to look into it. 4 Then I began to weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to look into it; 5 and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so as to open the book and its seven seals."

Cataclysmic events compound to cause men to return to the fear of God. See Matthew 24 regarding wars and rumors of wars and earthquakes in various places… the beginnings of sorrows. See Matthew 24 for the beginning of sorrows. 

Hearts of men will grow cold and are without natural affection. The focus is on ourselves. We flaunt our sin: living together out of wedlock, in homosexuality, and in greed, etc. We are an evil nation. 

Important to remember in our dealings with people.

Judgment softens some and mercy hardens others.

Judgment can cause us to return to righteousness.
Isaiah 26:9 At night my soul longs for You, Indeed, my spirit within me seeks You diligently; for when the earth experiences Your judgments the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness. 10 {Though} the wicked is shown favor, he does not learn righteousness; he deals unjustly in the land of uprightness, and does not perceive the majesty of the LORD. (Describes Pharaoh.)

See chart, for parallels between plagues of Egypt & Last Day’s Judgment
Parallel of the Song of Moses – Exodus 15:1-18. Sung after the crossing of the Red Sea and applies both to deliverance out of Egypt and to the last days.

Exodus 15:17 "You will bring them and plant them in the mountain of Your inheritance, the place, O LORD, which You have made for Your dwelling, The sanctuary, O Lord, which Your hands have established.18 "The LORD shall reign forever and ever."

God in the last days will bring down a new heaven and new earth and plant us “in the mountain of His inheritance,” in the mount of His heavenly Zion. We will have a new temple, His sanctuary. 

When the seven bowls of wrath are poured out, then the wrath of God is finished on this earth. The power of the evil will have been broken.

Rev 15:1 Then I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels who had seven plagues, which are the last, because in them the wrath of God is finished. 2 And I saw something like a sea of glass mixed with fire, and those who had been victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name, standing on the sea of glass, holding harps of God. 3 And they sang the song of Moses, the bond-servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, "Great and marvelous are Your works, O Lord God, the Almighty; Righteous and true are Your ways, King of the nations!

A righteous God must judge sin and iniquity

Rev 15:4 "Who will not fear, O Lord, and glorify Your name? For You alone are holy; For ALL THE NATIONS WILL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE YOU, FOR YOUR RIGHTEOUS ACTS HAVE BEEN REVEALED."

Pharaoh and his servants did not repent. He pursued Israel to kill them.

Exodus 14:3 "For Pharaoh will say of the sons of Israel, 'They are wandering aimlessly in the land; the wilderness has shut them in.' 4 "Thus I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and he will chase after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, and the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD." And they did so. 5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his servants had a change of heart toward the people, and they said, "What is this we have done, that we have let Israel go from serving us?"

Pharaoh said he had seen the hand of God, the finger of God. 

Men still do not repent and some will not in the last days in spite of all the plagues, the Bible and all that has been revealed.

Rev. 9:18, 20-21 A third of mankind was killed by these three plagues, by the fire and the smoke and the brimstone which proceeded out of their mouths. 20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor walk; 21 and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality nor of their thefts.

How are hearts hardened?

At the end of the judgments in Revelation hearts will still be hardened.

God hardens hearts

He hardened Pharaoh’s heart but he had a purpose. 

The first mention of God hardening hearts is in Exodus 4:21.

Exodus 4:21 The LORD said to Moses, "When you go back to Egypt see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put in your power; but I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go.

Exodus 7:3 "But I will harden Pharaoh's heart that I may multiply My signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt.

Exodus 9:12 And the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he did not listen to them, just as the LORD had spoken to Moses.

Exodus 10:1 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh, for I have hardened his heart and the heart of his servants, that I may perform these signs of Mine among them,

Exodus 10:20 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh's heart, and he did not let the sons of Israel go.

Also Exodus 11:10; 14:4-8, 17-18

Exodus 14:17 "As for Me, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them (crossing the Red or Reed Sea); and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 18 " Then the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD, when I am honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his horsemen."
Deuteronomy 2:30 "But Sihon king of Heshbon was not willing for us to pass through his land; for the LORD your God hardened his spirit and made his heart obstinate, in order to deliver him into your hand, as {he is} today.

Joshua 11:19 There was not a city which made peace with the sons of Israel except the Hivites living in Gibeon; they took them all in battle. 20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, to meet Israel in battle in order that he might utterly destroy them (these were a wicked people), that they might receive no mercy, but that he might destroy them, just as the LORD had commanded Moses.

John 12:37 But though He had performed so many signs before them, yet they were not believing in Him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet which he spoke: "LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR REPORT? AND TO WHOM HAS THE ARM OF THE LORD BEEN REVEALED?" 39 For this reason they could not believe, for Isaiah said again, "HE HAS BLINDED THEIR EYES AND HE HARDENED THEIR HEART, SO THAT THEY WOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES AND PERCEIVE WITH THEIR HEART, AND BE CONVERTED AND I HEAL THEM."

This is very hard to understand but we must understand the whole Bible in order to understand. 

In Isaiah, people have hardened their hearts and God has not turned them around. Isaiah asks why.

Isaiah 63:17 Why, O LORD, do You cause us to stray from Your ways and harden our heart from fearing You? Return for the sake of Your servants, the tribes of Your heritage.

Can we find fault with God? There is no injustice with God. He does whatever he does in righteousness. In Romans, Paul is anticipating what the people were going to say – verse 14.

Romans 9:12 … "THE OLDER WILL SERVE THE YOUNGER." 13 Just as it is written, "JACOB I LOVED, BUT ESAU I HATED." 14 What shall we say then? There is no injustice with God, is there? May it never be! 

Romans 9:15 For He says to Moses, "I WILL HAVE MERCY ON WHOM I HAVE MERCY, AND I WILL HAVE COMPASSION ON WHOM I HAVE COMPASSION." 16 So then it does not depend on the man who wills or the man who runs, but on God who has mercy. 17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, "FOR THIS VERY PURPOSE I RAISED YOU UP, TO DEMONSTRATE MY POWER IN YOU, AND THAT MY NAME MIGHT BE PROCLAIMED THROUGHOUT THE WHOLE EARTH." 18 So then He has mercy on whom He desires, and He hardens whom He desires. 19 You will say to me then, "Why does He still find fault? For who resists His will?"

The potter (God) has the right to do with the clay whatever he desires.

Proverbs 16:4 The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, even the wicked for the day of evil. 5 Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; assuredly, he will not be unpunished. 

In every heart that has ever been hardened, there is pride against God. It is dangerous to harden our hearts toward God.
We harden our hearts:

1. When we think we have power of our own.

Exodus 7:22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same with their secret arts; and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

2. When we pray or ask God’ help and when relief comes we don’t do what we said we would do.

Exodus 8:15 But when Pharaoh saw that there was relief, he hardened his heart and did not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

Exodus 9:34 But when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunder had ceased, he sinned again and hardened his heart, he and his servants.

3. When we see God’s power and authority and we turn a deaf ear.

Exodus 8:19 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, "This is the finger of God." But Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

4. When we have opportunity for good and we don’t take it.

Deuteronomy 15:7 "If there is a poor man with you, one of your brothers, in any of your towns in your land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not harden your heart, nor close your hand from your poor brother; 8 but you shall freely open your hand to him, and shall generously lend him sufficient for his need {in} whatever he lacks.

5. When we see there is an opportunity to believe and we refuse to do it.

Mark 8:17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to them, "Why do you discuss the fact that you have no bread? Do you not yet see or understand? Do you have a hardened heart? 18 "HAVING EYES, DO YOU NOT SEE? AND HAVING EARS, DO YOU NOT HEAR? And do you not remember.

Hebrews 3:15 … "TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME." 16 For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses?

6. By deceitfulness of sin.

Hebrews 3:13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called "Today," so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

7. When we are confronted with truth and we turn away.

Acts 19:9 And many of those who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of everyone; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.

Do you mock the Word of God? Do you scorn it and deny that God is going to come and judge the world? Repent! Beware of a hardened heart. Hear God’s voice and respond to truth. 

2 Corinthians 3:14 But their minds were hardened; for until this very day at the reading of the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, because it is removed in Christ.

Do not provoke God?

Proverbs 28:14 How blessed is the man who fears always, But he who hardens his heart will fall into calamity.

Pray, take my heart, O God. Make it every new. You are the potter and I am the clay. Here is my heart; soften it, mold it, shape it. I believe, and I will obey. He is coming and judgments are going to precede Him. They will either bring you to righteousness or harden your heart. God never hardens a heart that wants to be soft. 
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