Precept Ministries with Kay Arthur

Exodus, Lesson 4, Chapters 11-13

“Redeemed from Slavery by a Lamb”

 Pecach, Passover. Has it happened to you? You say, “No, I’m not a Jew. What would it have to do with me?” It is a matter of life and death. It is a night, a day, to be celebrated, and to be remembered from this time forth.

It is a night, a day to be:

1. Remembered

2. Rehearsed with your children

3. Rite to be celebrated

4. Redemption to be honored

Never again would the children of Israel be slaves in Egypt. They were going to be set free on this memorial night of Pecach. God was going to deliver them out of house of slavery and bondage by a mighty outstretched arm and by the blood of the Passover Lamb. 

Relevance: You and I have been redeemed from slavery to sin by the blood of the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, never to be enslaved again.

Today could be the beginning of life for you!

1. It is a Night to be Remembered – a new beginning, a new calling. (Ex 12:42)

Exodus 12:1 Now the LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 "This month shall be the beginning of months for you; it is to be the first month of the year to you. (Abib or Nisan) 3 "Speak to all the congregation of Israel, saying, 'On the tenth of this month they are each one to take a lamb for themselves, according to their fathers' households, a lamb for each household. 4 'Now if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his neighbor nearest to his house are to take one according to the number of persons {in them;} according to what each man should eat, you are to divide the lamb. 5 'Your lamb shall be an unblemished male a year old; you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6 'You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month, then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel is to kill it at twilight. 7 'Moreover, they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 'They shall eat the flesh that {same} night, roasted with fire, and they shall eat it with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9 'Do not eat any of it raw or boiled at all with water, but rather roasted with fire, {both} its head and its legs along with its entrails. 10 'And you shall not leave any of it over until morning, but whatever is left of it until morning (they were to eat all of it), you shall burn with fire. 11 'Now you shall eat it in this manner: {with} your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it in haste--it is the LORD'S Passover. 12 'For I will go through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike down all the firstborn (mark firstborn with a red “1”) in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgments (God counteracted their power of plagues)-- I am the LORD. 13 'The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy {you} when I strike the land of Egypt. 14 'Now this day will be a memorial to you, and you shall celebrate it {as} a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations you are to celebrate it {as} a permanent ordinance. 

Exodus 12:42 It is a night to be observed for the LORD for having brought them out from the land of Egypt; this night is for the LORD, to be observed by all the sons of Israel throughout their generations.

Exodus 12:47 "All the congregation of Israel are to celebrate this.”

The Passover was to be eaten with a sense of expectancy (vs. 11). They had been slaves for 400 years. 

The Passover begins a new year, a new beginning -- the first of the Jewish months.

Exodus 19:1 In the third month after the sons of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very day they came into the wilderness of Sinai. 3 Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him from the mountain, saying, "Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the sons of Israel: 4 'You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and {how} I bore you on eagles' wings, and brought you to Myself. 5 'Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.'

Parallels:

· Compare the Passover to our Salvation:

If we call out to God and ask Him to set us free from slavery to sin, we are set free never to be enslaved again. We pass from death to life.

Ex 19:6 The Hebrews were to become priests and a holy nation, set apart. Jesus Christ sanctified us once and for all. He set us apart, made us a priest unto Him.

1 Peter 2:9 But you are A CHOSEN RACE, A royal PRIESTHOOD, A HOLY NATION, A PEOPLE FOR God's OWN POSSESSION, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light;

Hebrews 10:10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

2 Corinthians 5:14 For the love of Christ controls us, having concluded this, that one died for all, therefore all died; 15 and He died for all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf.

When we take the blood of the Passover Lamb and apply it to our lives, we are set free from slavery. 

I died to what I was; I died with Christ. Christ died and I died with Him; He was raised and I was raised with Him. (Romans 6) We can no longer habitually sin. We may sin but it will be more occasional instead of consistently because His seed abides in us. 

2 Corinthians 5:16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer. 17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

We know Him not only as the resurrected Jesus, sitting at the right hand of the throne of God but as the King of kings, the Lamb of God, the Lion of the tribe of Judah.

Jesus is the first one to die and be buried

and raised from the dead never to die again.

Revelation 1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood -- 6 and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father--to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Parallel: The Israelites were released by the blood of the lamb. Verse 5b above: We were released from sin by His blood.

You are a royal priesthood, a chosen nation, a holy people.

Live like it!

2. It is a Memorial to be Rehearsed to our Children.

This is so significant; you became a new creature.

Exodus 12:24 "And you shall observe this event as an ordinance for you and your children forever. 25 "When you enter the land which the LORD will give you, as He has promised, you shall observe this rite. 26 "And when your children say to you, 'What does this rite mean to you?' 27 you shall say, 'It is a Passover sacrifice to the LORD who passed over the houses of the sons of Israel in Egypt when He smote the Egyptians, but spared our homes.'" And the people bowed low and worshiped.

Exodus 13:8 "You shall tell your son on that day, (14th day of Nisan) saying, 'It is because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.'”

Notice it says, “what the LORD did for me.” It is an individual matter. Tell your children how you came to be saved. Tell them according to what you think they can digest. 

3. It is a Rite to be Celebrated for Seven days for Israel.

They celebrate not only Passover on the 14th day of Nisan, a Sabbath, but the Feast of Unleavened bread and the Feast of First Fruits. They celebrate it at twilight because a day begins at sundown when the first star is seen. Shabbat begins. The celebration ends on a Sabbath also, a holy day. 

It is a rite to be celebrated for seven days for Israel but for us, 

it is to be celebrated for a lifetime. 

The Lord brings us out of captivity to sin with a powerful hand.
Exodus 13:3 Moses said to the people, "Remember this day in which you went out from Egypt, from the house of slavery; for by a powerful hand the LORD brought you out from this place. And nothing leavened shall be eaten. 4 "On this day in the month of Abib, you are about to go forth. 5 "It shall be when the LORD brings you to the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, which He swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, that you shall observe this rite in this month. 6 "For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a feast to the LORD. 7 "Unleavened bread shall be eaten throughout the seven days; and nothing leavened shall be seen among you, nor shall any leaven be seen among you in all your borders. 8 “You shall tell your son on that day, saying, 'It is because of what the LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.' 9 "And it shall serve as a sign to you on your hand, and as a reminder on your forehead, that the law of the LORD may be in your mouth; for with a powerful hand the LORD brought you out of Egypt.

Verse 9 - The Feast of Unleavened bread that follows immediately after Passover was to serve as a sign on the hand and forehead. What is it a sign of? It points to the future. On that night, their bread did not have time to rise and had to eat it in haste. 

Leaven is a sign of sin. 

There was a man who was sleeping with his mother. Paul tells them to get this man out of the church. 

1 Corinthians 5:1 It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife. 2 You have become arrogant and have not mourned instead, so that the one who had done this deed would be removed from your midst. 3 For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged him who has so committed this, as though I were present. 4 In the name of our Lord Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord Jesus, 5 I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh, so that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6 Your boasting is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough? 7 Clean out the old leaven so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed. 8 Therefore let us celebrate the feast, not with old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

The church is to be unleavened, without sin, with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth, without malice and wickedness. Once the Israelites got into the land to celebrate Passover, the Pecach, the Feast of Unleavened Bread and the Feast of First Fruits came on the heels of each other. 

The word for rite is habodah. In some places it is translated slavery or work or service to the Lord. The essence is that we are saved from slavery into service (for God) as remembered by a rite and a ceremony.

Exodus 13:5 "It shall be when the LORD brings you to the land of the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Amorite, the Hivite and the Jebusite, which He swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, that you shall observe this rite in this month.

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.

4. It is a Redemption to be Honored.

Exodus 4:21 The LORD said to Moses, "When you go back to Egypt see that you perform before Pharaoh all the wonders which I have put in your power; but I will harden his heart so that he will not let the people go. 22 "Then you shall say to Pharaoh, 'Thus says the LORD, "Israel is My son, My firstborn. 23 "So I said to you, ' Let My son go that he may serve Me'; but you have refused to let him go. Behold, I will kill your son, your firstborn.'""

This is first time God calls the Israelites the firstborn. The firstborn belonged to God. As God delivered us from the slave market of sin by the blood of the Lamb, so He delivered the children of Israel by the blood of the Passover lamb. 

Exodus 13:11 "Now when the LORD brings you to the land of the Canaanite, as He swore to you and to your fathers, and gives it to you, 12 you shall devote to the LORD the first offspring of every womb, and the first offspring of every beast that you own; the males belong to the LORD. 13 "But every first offspring of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, but if you do not redeem {it,} then you shall break its neck; and every firstborn of man among your sons you shall redeem. 14 "And it shall be when your son asks you in time to come, saying, 'What is this?' then you shall say to him, 'With a powerful hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt, from the house of slavery.

Three things are called signs:

· The blood is the sign of your redemption.

Exodus 12:13 'The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live; and when I see the blood I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to destroy {you} when I strike the land of Egypt. 1 Peter also
· Unleavened bread is a sign, a reminder

Exodus 13:9 "And it (unleavened bread) shall serve as a sign to you on your hand, and as a reminder on your forehead, that the law of the LORD may be in your mouth; for with a powerful hand the LORD brought you out of Egypt.

· The firstborn is a sign of redemption

Exodus 13:15 'It came about, when Pharaoh was stubborn about letting us go, that the LORD killed every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man and the firstborn of beast. Therefore, I sacrifice to the LORD the males, the first offspring of every womb, but every firstborn of my sons I redeem.' 16 "So it shall serve as a sign on your hand and as phylacteries on your forehead, for with a powerful hand the LORD brought us out of Egypt."

The Jews took these scriptures literally, wrote out the text, and put them in a box and bound them to their arms and foreheads. However, this was not to be literal. It was to be like a phylactery, worn on our hearts as a sign of our salvation.

Numbers 3:13 "For all the firstborn are Mine; on the day that I struck down all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, I sanctified to Myself all the firstborn in Israel, from man to beast. They shall be Mine; I am the LORD."

The firstborn, Israel, were to be distinguished because they belonged to God. Eventually, the firstborn would be redeemed by the Levites; the firstborn sons of the Levites would serve Him. 

There is another firstborn, God’s firstborn, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is not only Mary’s firstborn, but also God’s.

Luke 2:7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son; and she wrapped Him in cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.

Luke 2:21 And when eight days had passed, before His circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 22 And when the days for their purification according to the law of Moses were completed, they brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "EVERY firstborn MALE THAT OPENS THE WOMB SHALL BE CALLED HOLY TO THE LORD"), 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, "A PAIR OF TURTLEDOVES OR TWO YOUNG PIGEONS."

Mary taught her firstborn, Jesus, about the Passover because that was what they were to do. They took a lamb out of the flock of sheep or goats, one without spot or blemish, watched him for 14 days, and then sacrificed it. Jesus began his public ministry which lasted for about 3 ½ years as the “Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world,” the Passover Lamb. He was watched to make sure He was a lamb without spot or blemish -- sin. 

Passovers that Jesus celebrated

1. The First Passover. They asked Him for a sign and He gave them the sign of the resurrection, verse 19. 
John 2:13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the moneychangers seated at their tables. 15 And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables; 16 and to those who were selling the doves He said, "Take these things away; stop making My Father's house a place of business."… 18 The Jews then said to Him, "What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?" 19 Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."
John 2:21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing.

2. The second Passover that Jesus celebrated. 

John 5:1 After these things there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem by the sheep gate a pool, which is called in Hebrew Bethesda, having five porticoes. 3 In these lay a multitude of those who were sick, blind, lame, and withered, [waiting for the moving of the waters; 

He healed many. He called God His own Father (vs. 18). 

John 5:18 For this reason therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God. 19 Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these things the Son also does in like manner.

3. In John 6.  The third Passover was celebrated in the latter part of His ministry.

John 6:4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near. 5 Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?"

Jesus said He was the Bread of Life.

John 6:48 "I am the bread of life. 49 "Your fathers ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50 "This is the bread which comes down out of heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51 "I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh." 52 Then the Jews began to argue with one another, saying, "How can this man give us His flesh to eat?" 53 So Jesus said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves.

The Israelites had to eat every bit of the lamb. This was picture of what was to come. Jesus was showing them. 

4. The final Passover

John 11:55 Now the Passover of the Jews was near, and many went up to Jerusalem out of the country before the Passover to purify themselves. 56 So they were seeking for Jesus, and were saying to one another as they stood in the temple, "What do you think; that He will not come to the feast at all?"

John 12:1 Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had raised from the dead. See Ch. 11.

The people went to see Jesus because they heard He had raised Lazarus from the dead. Jesus is now in the home of Lazarus. Mary anointed Jesus by breaking the very costly vile of nard and anointed Jesus’ feet. Judas Iscariot argues with this.

John 12:7 Therefore Jesus said "Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial.

Jesus knows He is the Passover Lamb. 

John 12:12 On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet Him, and began to shout, "Hosanna! (Save now) BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the King of Israel."

On the very day they were killing their Passover lamb, 

God was killing His Passover Lamb in order to save us.

John 12:23 And Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.

John 13:1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He would depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 2 During supper (the Passover meal), the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him

The disciples did not comprehend that they were celebrating the last supper with the Passover Lamb of God, the Firstborn of God.

John 18:39 "But you have a custom that I release someone for you at the Passover; do you wish then that I release for you the King of the Jews?"

Pilate could not release Jesus; He was the Passover Lamb.

He released instead a prisoner. You and I were prisoners of sin

but we were released by the blood of the Passover Lamb.

John 19:30 Therefore when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is finished!" And He bowed His head and gave up His spirit. 31 Then the Jews, because it was the day of preparation, so that the bodies would not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 So the soldiers came, and broke the legs of the first man and of the other who was crucified with Him; 33 but coming to Jesus, when they saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs.

It is finished. Sin is paid for in full.
They did not break His legs because Scripture had to be fulfilled. 

Ex 12:46b "… nor are you to break any bone of it.

What are we to do? We are to eat all of Him. When you receive Jesus, you don’t get to pick and choose what you want. You give Him all. You eat it in haste; with your loins girded about you because you are about to pass from death into life and become a new creature in Christ, created unto good works. Watch what God has for you.

Jesus is the Passover Lamb. 

You need to acknowledge and follow Him fully because He is who He says He is. You pass from death to life eternal. 

Galatians 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.”
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