Precept Ministries with Kay Arthur
Exodus, Lesson 5, Chapters 14-16
“Frightened? Facing a Red Sea?”
 Are you in hard place? No place to go? No place to turn? There is good news today, a way of escape because of God. All you have to do is believe and trust Him.
Exodus 14
At the beginning of chapter 14, the children of Israel have been released from the house of Egypt, from the house of bondage, delivered by all the plagues that God brought. Now they have a pillar of cloud leading them by day and a pillar of fire leading them by night. In this chapter, God gives clear instructions to Moses – to go back to Baal-zephon and to camp there. (Exodus 14:1-2.)
He told Moses how He’s going to harden Pharaoh’s heart and that He is going to cause him chase after them. He said that He would be honored through Pharaoh and that the Egyptians would know that “I am the Lord.” (Exodus 14:4.)
God told Moses to tell the people so that they would know that He was the Lord. He also wanted them to know that Pharaoh was not going to have the victory. 
These things were recorded for God’s people down through the ages so that we could look back to this historical, true account and know that we could learn a lesson from it. You’ve found yourself in a difficult place with the enemy at your back and barrier in front so that you feel hemmed in. 
Nothing is going to come your way that you cannot handle if you are a child of God
God knows what is coming your way. He is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. He is omnipresent.
In Chapter 10, God is speaking to the church at Corinth reminding them how they should live – telling them that He doesn’t want them to be unaware about what happened to the children of Israel when they came out of the land of Egypt and passed through the Red Sea. He wanted them to remember that they ate the same spiritual food, manna, and they drank from the spiritual rock that followed them, who was Christ. He told them that He was not well pleased with the Israelite’s behavior. He told them that He would provide them with a way of escape. God is in control of every situation.
1 Corinthians 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed that he does not fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 
Exodus 14:10 As Pharaoh drew near, the sons of Israel looked, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and they became very frightened; so the sons of Israel cried out to the LORD.
Fear is a normal reaction. “When I am afraid,” the psalmist said, “I will put my trust in thee.” When that natural emotion comes, we need to turn to the Lord.
2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline (sound mind).
Exodus 14:11 Then they said to Moses, "Is it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this way, bringing us out of Egypt?
In this walk between the rock and a hard place, they got angry with the closest one to them. This is so typical of us. We desire to blame someone else. 
Exodus 14:12 "Is this not the word that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, 'Leave us alone that we may serve the Egyptians'? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness."
They, who had been slaves for 400 years, had come out willingly with the spoils of Egypt: gold, jewels and possessions. They had seen God’s deliverance, but now they panicked.
When you are hurting, it is good to go to the Psalms because this is where you can talk things through with the Lord. The problem that the children of Israel had is the same problem we have today. We do not understand God’s wonders because we are not in the Word. 
Psalm 106:1 Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; For His loving-kindness is everlasting. 6 We have sinned like our fathers. We have committed iniquity; we have behaved wickedly. 7 Our fathers in Egypt did not understand Your wonders; they did not remember Your abundant kindnesses, but rebelled by the sea, at the Red Sea. 
We don’t understand God’s wonders because we don’t study the Word, particularly the Old Testament where you meet God.
Psalm 106:8 Nevertheless He saved them for the sake of His name, That He might make His power known. 9 Thus He rebuked the Red Sea and it dried up, and He led them through the deeps, as through the wilderness. 10 So He saved them from the hand of the one who hated {them,} and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy. 11 The waters covered their adversaries; not one of them was left. 12 Then they believed His words; they sang His praise. 13 They quickly forgot His works; they did not wait for His counsel, 14 but craved intensely in the wilderness, and tempted God in the desert. 15 So He gave them their request, but sent a wasting disease among them.
Exodus 14:13 But Moses said to the people, "Do not fear! Stand by and see the salvation of the LORD which He will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you have seen today, you will never see them again forever. 14 "The LORD will fight for you while you keep silent."
Quit groaning, whining, attacking Moses. Be silent. He said, “Watch me move.” He is the warrior, the deliverer. They sang about Him in Exodus 15:1-3.
Any time the LORD is in all capital letters, it is the most holy name for God: YHWH. We get the word Yahweh from this. They did not have vowels then. Because this was such a holy word, they said Yehovah from which we get Jehovah, a warrior. 
Many times we waste time crying and moaning instead of doing what God said.
As for you…. You and I have a responsibility to act on what we know.
Exodus 14:15 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Why are you crying out to Me? Tell the sons of Israel to go forward. 16 "As for you, lift up your staff and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, and the sons of Israel shall go through the midst of the sea on dry land.
As for Me…. It is God’s responsibility to be God. He has never failed.
Exodus 14:17 "As for Me, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and I will be honored through Pharaoh and all his army, through his chariots and his horsemen. 18 "Then the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD, when I am honored through Pharaoh, through his chariots and his horsemen." 19 The angel of God, who had been going before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud moved from before them and stood behind them. 20 So it came between the camp of Egypt and the camp of Israel; and there was the cloud along with the darkness, yet it gave light at night. Thus the one did not come near the other all night.
Exodus 14:21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD swept the sea {back} by a strong east wind all night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided. 22 The sons of Israel went through the midst of the sea on the dry land, and the waters {were like} a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23 Then the Egyptians took up the pursuit, and all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots and his horsemen went in after them into the midst of the sea. 24 At the morning watch, the LORD looked down on the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud and brought the army of the Egyptians into confusion. 25 He caused their chariot wheels to swerve, and He made them drive with difficulty; so the Egyptians said, "Let us flee from Israel, for the LORD is fighting for them against the Egyptians." 26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea so that the waters may come back over the Egyptians, over their chariots and their horsemen." 27 So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal state at daybreak, while the Egyptians were fleeing right into it; then the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the chariots and the horsemen, even Pharaoh's entire army that had gone into the sea after them; not even one of them remained. 29 But the sons of Israel walked on dry land through the midst of the sea, and the waters {were like} a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 30 Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 When Israel saw the great power which the LORD had used against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD, and they believed in the LORD and in His servant Moses.
Then they sing this great song (Exodus 15) of how the LORD protected His people. Miriam got her timbrel and began to rejoice with the women.
Every difficulty that we find ourselves in is a platform for showing
your faith by not grumbling or blaming but to trust the Lord
In Joshua 2, spies had been sent to Jericho to spy out the land. A harlot, Rahab, hid these spies. She knew of the great name of the Lord; it was told throughout Jericho.
Joshua 2:8 Now before they lay down, she came up to them on the roof, 9 and said to the men, "I know that the LORD has given you the land, and that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have melted away before you. 10 "For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly destroyed. 11 "When we heard {it,} our hearts melted and no courage remained in any man any longer because of you; for the LORD your God, He is God in heaven above and on earth beneath.
The great name of the Lord had been told everywhere. Because of that situation, God’s name was glorified. 
If you find yourself between a rock and hard place:
1. God knows that you are there.
2. He has equipped you, prepared you.
3. He desires for you to remember that I am God. There is none like unto Me.
4. He has the situation under control. He is sovereign. The situation is not more than you can bear – there is a way of escape. He will not let it destroy you. 
5. He says, "You have My spirit inside of you." You will come out as more than a conqueror.
6. Start singing. This shows your faith in the Lord.
Write down your situation and then write out a prayer and date it.
Later come back to your journal and see what God did.
Exodus 15
Grumbling is rebellion against God.
We are to do all things without grumbling or complaining. (Philippians 2:14.) When we murmur and grumble then we are saying that we don’t trust or believe God. We miss the opportunity to walk different than the rest of world. It is easy to see the circumstances and difficult to look beyond the darkness to the sun that is shining over all. We need to live in such a way that demonstrates that in all the darkness there is a God who is in Heaven who will take everything and make it beautiful. 
Exodus 15:1 Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and said, "I will sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; the horse and its rider He has hurled into the sea.
The crossing of the Red Sea was such an impossible situation that they knew it had to be God who delivered them. That is why God takes us into hard situations so that when we come through the other side, we are not crushed and we can praise the Lord, stronger than we were before. Deliverance comes from the Lord.
A Song of Deliverance
Exodus 15:11 “Who is like You among the gods, O LORD? Who is like You, majestic in holiness, Awesome in praises, working wonders? 12 You stretched out Your right hand. The earth swallowed them. 13 In Your loving kindness You have led the people whom You have redeemed; In Your strength You have guided {them} to Your holy habitation.
Here He was redeeming Israel. Has He redeemed you? Yes!
1 Peter 1:18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
Exodus 15:13 “In Your strength You guided them to Your holy habitation.” 
He has done that for us.
Philippians 1:6b He who began a good work in you will perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.
God paid the ultimate price by sending His own Son. He will give us freely everything that pertains to life and godliness. 
Write down everything that you learn about God from the song of deliverance. 
Exodus 15:21 Miriam answered them, "Sing to the LORD, for He is highly exalted; the horse and his rider He has hurled into the sea."
When we are filled with the Spirit, we sing and make melody in our hearts to the Lord.
Exodus 15:16 Terror and dread fall upon them; By the greatness of Your arm they are motionless as stone; Until Your people pass over, O LORD, Until the people pass over whom You have purchased (redeemed).
Verse 22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness and found no water. 23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah. 24 So the people grumbled at Moses, saying, "What shall we drink?"
They were in the wilderness for three days. They were out of water. When they came to the water of Marah, they could not drink it. It was bitter. They grumbled and blamed Moses. But Moses cried out to the Lord. He ran to the God who was to supply all their needs. (Philippians 4:19.)
Where is grumbling going to get you and what is it going to say to people around you? 
It will say that you don’t trust God, that He cannot supply all your needs.
Exodus 15:25 Then he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree; and he threw {it} into the waters, and the waters became sweet.
When they tasted the water, they discovered that it was sweet. A tree has been thrown into the water. 
1 Peter 1:18 Knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers. 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.
That blood was shed on a tree, a cross.
Galatians 3:13b “Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree”
Christianity is a call for the cross.
Paul is showing that in all the bitter waters of life, if you will take the cross of Jesus Christ and put it into the water, then the bitter will become sweet. When you decide that you will follow Jesus Christ and deny yourself, then take up your cross. It is death to self, your own way, your expectations. You will be crucified with Jesus and to the world. Nevertheless, it is not you but Christ who lives in you; then you will know God in a more intimate way.
Exodus 15:25b There He made for them a stature and regulation, and there He tested them. 
When you are in a bitter situation, this is a test to see if you will take up your cross and die to your own way and follow Jesus.
Exodus 15:26 And He said, “If you will give earnest heed to the voice of the LORD your God, and do what is right in His sight, and give ear to His commandments, and keep all His statures, I will put none of the diseases on you which I have put on the Egyptians; for I, the LORD, (Jehovah Rafah) am your healer.” 
Exodus 15:24 So the people grumbled at Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?”
Grumble. Hebrew: lun = to stop, lodge, spend the night.
When you grumble against the Lord, you come to a halt. You lodge in your situation in your discontent. It is a slap in the face of the Lord. Everything comes to a halt – even your joy and your witness. 
Exodus 16
The word grumble is used over and over again. 
Exodus 16:1 Then they set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the sons of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure from the land of Egypt. 2 The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 The sons of Israel said to them “Would that we had died by the Lord’s hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”
They accused Moses that he had brought them to drown them in the Red Sea, and they did not drown. Then they complained about the bitter water, and it turned sweet. Now they are hungry and tired. Then the Lord teaches them an important lesson. He promised them that He would supply all their needs. He gave them what they needed for each day, and on the sixth day He gave them a two-day supply. (Exodus 16:15-26.)
Exodus 16:4 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction. 5 On the sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as they gather daily.”
They were grumbling once again. But God proved Himself. 
Deuteronomy 8:3 “He humbled you and let you be hungry, and fed you with manna which you did to know, nor did your fathers know, that He might make you understand that man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD.
In other words, day by day, if you partake of His Word, then when you come to bitter situations, God will redeem you. You need not fear what man will do.
Hebrews 13:5 Make sure that your character is free from the love of money, being content with what you have; for He Himself has said, "I WILL NEVER DESERT YOU, NOR WILL I EVER FORSAKE YOU," 6 so that we confidently say, "THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID. WHAT WILL MAN DO TO ME?" 7 Remember those who led you, who spoke the word of God to you; and considering the result of their conduct, imitate their faith.
In Matthew 4 where Jesus in tempted by the devil, He says:
Matthew 4:4 But He answered and said, "It is written, `MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.'"
Go to the book. Don’t grumble. God will give you food for your soul. Allow God’s glory to be seen and live by every word that comes out of God’s mouth!
Hebrews 11:6 Without faith, it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Make sure you get your manna in the morning. Feast on it!
When you do, it will sustain you for the day.
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