Precept Ministries with Kay Arthur
Exodus, Lesson 6, Chapters 17-18
“Amalek, The Ever Present Battle! The Assured Victory”
 Are things in your life just not the way you want them to be? Are you quarreling with God? Do you ask, “If you are God, why can’t you straighten this out?” Does He seem like He is never like you want Him to be? Nothing is going your way and you quarrel with God. God wants you to know who He is and understand His word.
God wants us to start walking in the power of His Holy Spirit.
Exodus 17 - The children of Israel were upset with God; they were grumbling again.
Exodus 17:1 Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, according to the command of the LORD, and camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink. 
Remember, there were thousands of people moving through the desert and there was no water to drink.
Exodus 17:2 Therefore the people quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water that we may drink." And Moses said to them, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?" But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled against Moses and said, "Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?" 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "What shall I do to this people? A little more and they will stone me." 5 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Pass before the people and take with you some of the elders of Israel; and take in your hand your staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 "Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink." And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He named the place Massah and Meribah because of the quarrel of the sons of Israel, and because they tested the LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among us, or not?"
Moses was in a difficult situation. He was afraid they were going to stone him.
Massah = the test

Meribah = the quarrel. 
Exodus 17:8 Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim.
Quarrel = Ryeb in Hebrew. The Theological Word Book of the Old Testament calls it rib. It means to fight, physically and verbally, to contend in a contest with fists and with your lips. 
They were quarreling with God; they were fighting against God. They had never lacked for anything; ever since they were delivered out of the land of Egypt, God had done everything He said He would do. He promised Abraham, Isaac and Jacob that He would bring them into the Promised Land.
He told Moses once again to take up His staff. This was an instrument God had used to bring the plagues and part the Red Sea. He smote the rock and the water came out. In 1 Corinthians, chapter 9, Paul was talking about life being a race, a contest and stressed the necessity of self-control. He said that he did not allow his emotions to control him. He desired his body to be under his control
1 Corinthians 9:27 but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.
He was going to obey God and do all that God wanted him to do because he did not want to be disapproved by God.
He was talking to the church in Corinth. They were born-again but had not grown up. They were fleshly. There was jealousy and envy and strife among them. 
1 Corinthians 10:1 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;
When the children of Israel came out of Egypt, they were under the direction of the cloud, in the presence of God. The pillar of fire led them by night. They were all baptized into (united and identified with Moses) the cloud and the sea. 
1 Corinthians 10:3 and all ate the same spiritual food; (the manna) 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.
In other words, Messiah was there with them all the time, supplying all their needs, but not present as flesh and blood.
Philippians 4:19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
The smiting of the rock was a picture of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ.
He was smitten for our sin, dying in our place, and made sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God. 
Has God really been mean to you? Have you been rebellious against God? Did God strike you dead because you didn’t honor Him as God? You are still alive, aren’t you? Could it be that God wants to lead you to a genuine repentance? 
God had been nothing but good up to this time to the children of Israel. He was long-suffering, had provided for them and protected them.
Romans 2:1 Therefore you (the religious Jews) have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things. 2 And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice such things. 3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?
Paul was saying to these people who claimed to know God but lived the same way as the people they judged that they wouldn’t escape the judgment of God. They knew the standard but did not live by it. 
Romans 2:4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?
God had been kind to children of Israel. This was to lead them to repentance and help them to stop quarreling with Him. 
Bread and Water were provided.
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Exodus 16 records the account of the manna when they grumble against God. This is a picture of spiritual food. Chapter 17 records the account of the provision of water.
1 Corinthians 10:3 and all ate the same spiritual food; 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ.
John 6:30 So they said to Him, "What then do You do for a sign, so that we may see, and believe You? What work do You perform? 31 "Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, `HE GAVE THEM BREAD OUT OF HEAVEN TO EAT.'" 32 Jesus then said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread out of heaven, but it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven. 33 "For the bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world." 34 Then they said to Him, "Lord, always give us this bread." 35 Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.
If we eat of Jesus, the bread of life, we will never hunger and
if we drink of Him, we will never thirst again.
In Exodus, chapter 17, there is a picture of people quarrelling who had been given bread. Moses gave them water from the rock, the Rock of Jesus Christ. He satisfies our thirst. When we drink of Him, then we partake of Him and then we have the Spirit of God living inside of us. He that keeps on coming to Me, He that keeps on believing in Me, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.
John 6:63 "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.”
John 7 – The great day of the feast of tabernacles. On that last day of the feast, the Jews took the water from the spring and shouted the Hallel and said, “Come and drink from the water of life.”
John 7:37 On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him." 39 By this He meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified.
Have you ever really drunk of the Fountain of Life; have you really come to the Rock?
Isaiah 26:4 Trust in the LORD forever, for in GOD the LORD, {we have} an everlasting Rock.
They had the Rock that followed them. We also have the Rock, Christ Jesus and the Spirit of God living inside of us. Later Moses would say:
Deuteronomy 32:4 “The Rock! His work is perfect, for all His ways are just; a God of faithfulness and without injustice, righteous and upright is He.”
Quit your quarreling and fretting about life. You and I have a Rock, Jesus.
God promised to supply through that Rock rivers of living water. Through the Spirit of God, He will supply all of our needs, the bread and the water of life.
Philippians 4:19 And my God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
As we drink of Him what comes next? Are you dealing with an ever-present battle? Do you feel like you are being torn apart? You want to be pleasing to God and yet there is this flesh that keeps drawing you away from God – a constant battle between God and the enemy within who is enticing you to walk contrary to the will of God. 
God has an answer. 
In Exodus 17:1-7, the people were thirsty and quarrelling with Moses. Then Moses smote the rock and water came out and the battle began – verse 8.
Exodus 17:8 Then Amalek came and fought against Israel at Rephidim. 9 So Moses said to Joshua, "Choose men for us and go out, fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will station myself on the top of the hill with the staff of God in my hand." 10 Joshua did as Moses told him, and fought against Amalek; and Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up to the top of the hill. 11 So it came about when Moses held his hand up, that Israel prevailed, and when he let his hand down, Amalek prevailed. 12 But Moses' hands were heavy. Then they took a stone and put it under him, and he sat on it; and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on one side and one on the other. Thus his hands were steady until the sun set. 13 So Joshua overwhelmed Amalek and his people with the edge of the sword.
Joshua, with Israel, was down in the valley fighting against Amalek who had attacked from the rear. He was out to destroy them. This was the first battle since they came out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. The war went well at times but at others Israel seemed to be going backwards. Moses had the staff in his hands. When his arms got heavy, he let down the staff, and the battle went badly. However, when Aaron and Hur supported Moses’ arms, his hands were steady and the battle was won. Remember, Joshua was not winning the battle by himself. He won the battle when the staff of God was held in Moses’ hands and was supported by Aaron and Hur.
Exodus 17:14 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this in a book as a memorial and recite it to Joshua, that I will utterly blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven." 15 Moses built an altar and named it The LORD is My Banner; 16 and he said, "The LORD has sworn; the LORD will have war against Amalek from generation to generation."
Jehovah Nissi – the LORD is my banner, my standard. 
Banner = nef (with a long e). It was used four times in the Pentateuch – First in Exodus 17:15, then in Numbers 21 when Moses was told to take the pole and put a serpent on it so that when people were bitten by the serpent and they looked upon the pole, they would live. See Numbers 26:10 also where the earth swallowed up Korah and many with him. This became a warning, the standard.
The banner represents the flag to rally around, a standard. In battle, they would run to the banner that they were to rally around. 
Compare Amalek with the battle that we have with our own flesh, our own Amalek. 
They were to have war with Amalek from generation to generation. His seed would always be there. 
In Exodus 16, there is a promise and a provision of salvation – the bread of life coming down out of heaven. In Exodus 17 the promise is in the water of life. But we still have a battle because we still live in a body of flesh. There is a conflict between the flesh and the Spirit. Amalek represents an ever-present battle that we have to deal with. One day God was to blot out the memory of Amalek from heaven.
In Exodus 17:14, the words blot out mean to stroke or rub or erase. Amalek’s name was going to be blotted out or erased. All of our fleshly battles are going to be erased also. 
In Deuteronomy 25, Moses recounted this situation with Amalek. The children of Israel were standing on the east side of the Jordan, preparing to go into the Promised Land. God reviewed the Law with them because this was a new generation. He wanted them to remember what happened to the previous generation. 
Deuteronomy 25:17 Remember what Amalek did to you along the way when you came out from Egypt, 18 how he met you along the way and attacked among you all the stragglers at your rear when you were faint and weary; and he did not fear God. 19 "Therefore it shall come about when the LORD your God has given you rest from all your surrounding enemies, in the land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance to possess, you shall blot out the memory of Amalek from under heaven; you must not forget.”
What do we learn about Amalek?
· He did not fear God.
· He attacked from the rear. This was unfair.
· He attacked the faint and the weary
· The memory of Amalek will be blotted out and all the pain was to be gone.
Go to Numbers 24. This book is in chronological order where Deuteronomy is not. Balaam had been hired to curse the children of God but he could not do it. Instead he blessed them. 
Numbers 24:3 He took up his discourse and said, "The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor, And the oracle of the man whose eye is opened; 4 The oracle of him who hears the words of God, Who sees the vision of the Almighty, Falling down, yet having his eyes uncovered, 5 How fair are your tents, O Jacob, Your dwellings, O Israel! 6 "Like valleys that stretch out, Like gardens beside the river, Like aloes planted by the LORD, Like cedars beside the waters. 7 "Water will flow from his buckets, and his seed {will be} by many waters, and his king shall be higher than Agag, and his kingdom shall be exalted. 8 "God brings him out of Egypt, He is for him like the horns of the wild ox. He will devour the nations {who are} his adversaries, and will crush their bones in pieces, and shatter {them} with his arrows. 9 "He crouches, he lies down as a lion, And as a lion, who dares rouse him? Blessed is everyone who blesses you, and cursed is everyone who curses you."
Agag was the king of the Amalekites who Saul was told to kill – recorded in 1 Samuel, chapter 15. 
Number 24:20 And he looked at Amalek and took up his discourse and said, "Amalek was the first of the nations, but his end {shall be} destruction."
According to Corinthians, which came first, the Spirit or the flesh? The flesh came first. Amalek was the first of the nations. His end was destruction and was prophesied. What does the first of the nations mean? Amalek was Esau’s grandson. Some believe that Esau was the first of the nations. It could mean, however, that he was the first of the nations to attack Israel.
Genesis 36:12 Timna was a concubine of Esau's son Eliphaz and she bore Amalek to Eliphaz.
1 Samuel 15:2 "Thus says the LORD of hosts, 'I will punish Amalek {for} what he did to Israel, how he set himself against him on the way while he was coming up from Egypt. 3 'Now go and strike Amalek and utterly destroy all that he has, and do not spare him; but put to death both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep, camel and donkey.'"
In 1 Samuel 15, God told Saul to go against Amalek and Agag and utterly destroy them but Saul disobeyed God. The next time we see Amalek is in the book of Esther.
Esther 3:1 After these events King Ahasuerus promoted Haman, the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and advanced him and established his authority over all the princes who {were} with him.
The son of Hammedatha was an Agagite, an Amalekite. Every time Haman is mentioned in the book of Esther, he was referred to as an Agagite. Because the Amalekites remained a perpetual enemy of Israel, Haman wanted to destroy all the Jews.
Esther prevented him from destroying them. Esther could very well have been killed at the hand of the king but she said, “… if I perish, I perish.” She was not going to let Haman have his way, which was to destroy her people. Haman got hung on the gallows instead of the Jews being destroyed. (Esther 4:13-17.) There was victory over Amalek. 
Esther 4:16 "Go, assemble all the Jews who are found in Susa, and fast for me; do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my maidens also will fast in the same way. And thus I will go in to the king, which is not according to the law; and if I perish, I perish."
The flesh and the Spirit are at war, against each other. The lesson that God has for us is:
Galatians 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh. 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.
We cannot stay in neutral. We have to choose to walk in the flesh or walk in the Spirit and win the battle. 
Amalek is a picture of the flesh. When we come to Jesus Christ and drink of the fountain of living water, out of our bellies will flow rivers of living water. This speaks of the Spirit. When we have the Spirit of God we can be holy. We need to remember the night on which Jesus was betrayed in the garden of Gethsemane. He asked three of his apostles who were with Him to watch and pray that they would not enter into temptation.
Matthew 26:41 "Keep watching and praying that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak."
We must battle with our own flesh. We need to keep watching and praying. 
Joshua was winning when Moses was on the hill praying. When the staff of God came down, he started to lose. God desires for us to keep praying: the spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.
We must intercede for others in their battles. 
The staff of God represented the Word and the power of God that was stretched over the sea and the promise of God. In Philippians, Paul’s passion, while in prison, was that Christ be exalted in his body, by life or death. There were people who were preaching only to make it harder for him. 
Philippians 1:18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through your prayers and the provision of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will not be put to shame in anything, but that with all boldness, Christ will even now, as always, be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.
The water was a picture of the Spirit of God that was given to us. How do we win? The enemies of our life attacks in the same way Amalek attacked Israel: when we are weary and from the rear. But we can win because we have Jesus Christ and the Spirit of God living inside of us. We need to pray for one another, intercede that they may win the battle. Share the Word of God and also intercede for others as Jesus does. 
Jesus sits at the right hand of God, ever living to make
intercession for us so that we may have victory over the flesh.
Exodus Kay Lecture Lesson 6: Ch’s 17-18
Amalek, the ever present battle! The assured victory
Page 1 of 6

