EXAM MYSELF…in the light of 

[image: image1.wmf]God’s Ten Commandments

Exodus 20

My Relationship with God

1.   "You shall have no other gods before Me.


Have I loved the Lord my God with ALL my heart, soul, strength, mind?  Do I seek Him and His Word first thing each morning?  Do I want to serve Him more than I want my own way?  Have I ever tried another spiritual means to get guidance for the future?  Do I trust that He always wants what's best for me?  Do I think of Him as my Father?  Do I look forward to being with Him eternally in heaven?  Do I thank Him daily for providing all my needs?  Do I commit "spiritual adultery" by trusting in my own good works or abilities or desiring something that God says is not good for me?

2.   "You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.  "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing loving kindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments


Have I made money an idol?  Do I mostly find my security, joy, or identity in money, people, pleasures, or things?  Do I put others on a pedestal?  Am I stubborn and self-willed?  Do I make myself an idol by demanding my own way?  Do I seek to know His Word and obey it?  Do I mostly think about this earthly life or the one to come after I die?

3.  "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD WILL not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.


Do I curse God or men (made in God's image) when things do not go well?  Do I use vulgar language?  Do I always keep my promises, vows, or commitments?   Do I claim to be a Christian, but do not live any differently from the rest of the world?  Do I honor Him with my lips, but my heart is far from Him? Am I aware that God is always watching and listening to me?  Would He be pleased and honored by my every word or deed?

 4.  "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.  "Six days you shall labor and do all your work,  but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the LORD your God; [in it] you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you.  "For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.


Do I do His pleasure or mine on the first day of the week?  Do I honor Him by giving the first part of my income to His work?  Do I use my leisure time to search His Word and pray for others?  Am I diligent on the other six days to get all my work done?Do I plan my life around the Lord’s Day (preparing in advance, etc)?

My Relationship with Other People
5.  "Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.


Am I grateful for all the Lord has provided through my parents?  Do I show my gratefulness to them?  Do I cheerfully obey them or ask for their wisdom?  Do I live my life in a way that would bring honor to their name and His?  Do I praise them to others?  Do I plan to lovingly care for them when they are old?

6.  "You shall not murder.


Do I hate my “brother”?  Am I quick to speak angry words to hurt others?  Do I stay angry or bitter at them?  Do I shut them out of my life?  Do I "murder" their reputation?  Have I been patient, forgiving toward others when they have wronged me unjustly?  Do I pray for the Lord to bless them by knowing Him and teaching them His ways?

7.  "You shall not commit adultery.


Do I have lustful thoughts when I see a beautiful/ handsome person?  Will I choose to patiently wait until God brings the perfect person to be my spouse?  Will I vow to keep my body (God's temple) pure until marriage?  Will I turn my eyes/ ears away from any immoral deed in picture/ speech?  Will I keep my marriage vows to my spouse and God even when the situation may be difficult at home?  Will I recognize the danger and flee from flattery?  Will I choose never to flatter because it is deceitful?  

8.  "You shall not steal.


Do I steal money or time from others?  Do I work diligently at my job, giving them my best?  Do I borrow without returning?  Do I give God all that is due Him?  If I do steal, will I give back more than I stole?  Do I look to God to meet all my needs?  Do I have a generous heart?

9.  "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.


Have I ever lied or told a partial truth?  Do I ever exaggerate to improve the situation?  Do I hate lying?  Do I claim to be a Christian, but dishonor His name?

10. "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor."


Am I content with what I have, or patient for God to supply my need?  Do I desire to be wealthy?  Do I try "get rich quick" methods ?  Do I rise early and like to work hard for things I need?  Do I seek to "get ahead" at the expense of others?  Do I seek first the kingdom of God?  Am I humble and dependent on God, even though I may have plenty?  Do I compare myself with others?  Do I feel cheated by God or others? Do I freely go into debt for the things I want?

Whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one [point,] 
he has become guilty of all...James 2:10

For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God...Romans 3:23
I desperately need a SAVIOR!
"What shall I do to be saved with eternal life in heaven?"

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
 [His blood alone could pay the price that God demanded]
Romans 10:9-11 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus [as] Lordand believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you shall be saved; for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.  For the Scripture says, "Whoever believes in Him will not be disappointed."

[I will surrender all my life's desires to Him; He alone will I seek to serve and obey]
John 14:15 "If you love Me, you will keep My commandments
 [Keep His Word before your eyes, with an intent to obey it]

John 14:21 "He who has My commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I will love him, and will disclose Myself to him."

"But how can I obey Him all the time with my whole heart, 

especially when I don't even want to?"

Acts 2:38 And Peter [said] to them, "Repent [tell Him you WANT to turn away from doing just what YOU want to do], and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ [tell Him you WANT to be totally immersed in Christ's character: thoughts, motives, and deeds of Jesus.  The outward picture of this, water baptism, is to publicly, unashamedly proclaim to all what Christ has already begun to do in your heart.] for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Acts 1:8 but you shall receive power [to do what you ought] when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses [ to desire to speak what is true about Jesus that others may also know and love Him, and to live in a way that will bring honor, not disappointment, to Him].
Philippians 2:12-16     So then, my beloved, .. work out your salvation with fear and trembling;  for it is God who is at work in you[ by this power of the Holy Spirit] both to will [to want to know His Word] and to work [to actually do things God's way] for [His] good pleasure.  Do all things without grumbling or disputing;  that you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world, holding fast the word of life..

