Precept Ministries with Kay Arthur
Exodus, Lesson 8, Chapters 21-24
“The Covenants of our Salvation”
How valuable is another person’s life? How valuable is your life? What is it worth to God and how is it to be lived? Chapters 21-24 of Exodus culminate and inaugurate the Law that is now called the Old Covenant. As we study these chapters, we will see just how valuable our lives are and the value that God places on other people’s lives. We see it all wrapped up in one word: Covenant. We’re studying the Law and the Law is a Covenant.
The Law was inaugurated in chapter 24. God gave the Decalogue, the Ten Commandments, in chapter 20. These were very precise sayings given by God telling man what he should not do. It was easier to tell what not to do than what to do. In chapters 21-23, there is an explanation of how these commandments were to be carried out in the practicality of life. 
Chapter 20
Exodus 20:2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.
In chapter 20, God tells who He is and how the people were to respond to Him. He said that He was the one who delivered them, who heard their cry, and was true to His covenant. He had made this covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15). He told Abraham that they would be slaves, and that they would be in bondage for 400 years. He promised He would bring them out of slavery (Egypt) when the iniquity of the Amorite was full. 
Abraham was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. In chapter 16, by the time he was eighty-six, he was in the land of Canaan and had had Ishmael by Hagar. In chapter 15, Abraham was trying to figure out a way that God could give him a child that He had promised. 
Genesis 15:2 Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, "Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir." 4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir." 5 And He took him outside and said, "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants (or your seed) be."
In the Hebrew, seed is singular. 
Genesis 15:6 Then he (Abraham) believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Romans 4:3, Galatians 3:6 and James 2:23 tell that this was the day Abraham was saved because he believed in the coming Messiah. Abraham had eyes of faith; he saw that the Seed that was coming was Jesus Christ. 
Galatians 3:16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, "And to seeds," as referring to many, but rather to one, "And to your seed," that is, Christ.
(Write John 8:56 next to Genesis 15:6 in your Bible. In this verse, Jesus is speaking.)
John 8:56 "Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day, and he saw it and was glad."
Abraham had eyes of faith to see that the seed, even though it would become as numerous as the stars in the heaven and the sand in the sea, had to begin with Christ. It was only through this seed, people would have salvation and a new covenant. 
Conditions of the Abrahamic Covenant – A Solemn, Binding Agreement
Abraham was promised:
1. A Seed: Christ.
2. A land: Canaan.
In order for Abraham to possess the land he had to have descendants. They were to come from Isaac and then from Jacob, and then the twelve tribes. The seed would come from the tribe of Judah, the house of David and eventually be Jesus Christ, the promised one. 
Genesis 15:7 And He said to him, "I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it." 8 He said, "O Lord GOD, how may I know that I will possess it?" 9 So He said to him, "Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon." 10 Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds.
Two Walls of Blood
Abraham took the animals and cut them in two and laid each half opposite the other. This created on the ground two walls of blood. 
Genesis 15:12 Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, terror {and} great darkness fell upon him.
Descendants enslaved for 400 years
Genesis 15:13 {God} said to Abram, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.
When God said, “Know for certain,” He was saying that it would surely come to pass. God is a God of truth. As God began the Decalogue, He wanted them to know that “I am the Lord your God who brought out of the house of slavery, and I want you to remember that.” He brought them out because He had made a covenant with Abraham to bring them out of Egypt into the land of Canaan.
God would judge the nation of Egypt and the people would come out with many possessions
Genesis 15:14 "But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions.
Abraham would not go into bondage
Genesis 15:15 "As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age.
God would bring them out when the iniquity of Amorite was complete
He was telling Abraham that he would not go into bondage but that his seed would. His seed would be enslaved for 400 years, and then He would bring them out.
Genesis 15:16 "Then in the fourth generation they will return here, for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete."
The smoking oven and the flaming torch and pass between the pieces
17 It came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, {there appeared} a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces.
On the day that God made a covenant with Abraham, it was God alone in a flaming torch and a smoking oven who passed between those pieces. It was covenant that had nothing to do with Abraham’s obedience or disobedience. 
The Covenant was irrevocable.
It was an irrevocable covenant that God made that promised the Seed, Jesus Christ, and the land, Canaan. 
Genesis 15:18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram and said, "To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates—“
Every time the words made a covenant is mentioned in the Bible, color the word covenant red. The word made in the Hebrew is karath. It means to cut or to sever. The word covenant in the Hebrew is beriyth. It means a compact or agreement. This was a compact made by passing between two pieces of flesh. Read Kay’s book Our Covenant God, where this is spelled out in great detail. 
God is the administrator of all covenants.
This covenant was to be sovereignly administered by God. Even if a covenant is made between two men, God watches over it as its administrator. He sees that it is honored and fulfilled. If it is not fulfilled, there will be judgment.
So, this covenant was a solemn binding agreement made by passing through pieces of flesh. It is believed, even though this is not stated in the Bible, that the passing through the pieces was done in a figure eight, showing the eternity of it and that it was unbreakable. 
Exodus 20: 1-3 - God begins the Decalogue. He shows a relationship of the people to Him. 
Exodus 20:1 Then God spoke all these words, saying, 2 "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. 3 "You shall have no other gods before Me.”
Exodus 20:4 “You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth. 5 "You shall not worship them or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, 6 but showing loving kindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. 7 "You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.
Exodus 20:8 - God deals with the Sabbath in the fourth commandment. 
Exodus 20:8 "Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 9 "Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath of the LORD your God; {in it} you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. 11 "For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on the seventh day; therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
They were not to break the Sabbath; they were to keep it holy. Later on in the New Testament, Jesus let the Jews know that man was not made for the Sabbath, but the Sabbath was made for man. It was meant to show the value of life, that man was to have a complete day of rest for sake of one’s body. 
Exodus 20:12-17 - The commandments that deal with men’s relationship to each other.
 All of the commandments are for the benefit of man. It is for his benefit that he worship the proper One, that he honor God as God, that he keep the Sabbath, that he know how to handle relationships all the way from:
· honoring our father and mother
· to recognize the value of life
· to not commit adultery
· to not murder
· or bear false witness.
Exodus 20:12 Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you. 13 "You shall not murder. 14 "You shall not commit adultery. 15 "You shall not steal. 16 "You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 17 "You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor."
Chapters 21-23 – Explanations of how the laws were to be carried out in day-to-day living. Details the “thou shall nots.”
Watch for two kinds of things: “if” and “then,” or an “if” then “you should.” 
Chapter 21, verse 2, is addressing what to do with a Hebrew slave who must sell himself in order to satisfy a debt he could not otherwise pay. Even here, it is for the benefit of the life of that slave. He’s not going to remain a slave more than 6 years.
Exodus 21:2 "If you buy a Hebrew slave, he shall serve for six years; but on the seventh he shall go out as a free man without payment.
This law shows how much God values life; the law is for the benefit of man, not the detriment. 
You also see direct commandments that protect life. Death is mandated in some instances.
Exodus 21:12 He who strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to death. 
In October 1999, a Jewish boy brutally murdered a young man, then laid out his body and cut it up with a chain saw. He had never been to Israel but fled there and asked for protection. Israel will not give him back to American to judge. Israel is not walking by the commandments of God. They received the Law, who were given it for the benefit of life, gave him twenty-four years in prison instead of death. In six years he will be out on parole. He had shown no emotion, no remorse in the whole trial. The result of a man who acts like that and be incarcerated and then paroled, is that people become his victims. This type of thing pollutes the land. Verse 12 states an absolute. It enforces the sixth commandment, You shall not murder. 
In verse 13, certain conditions are laid out. 
Exodus 21:13 But if he did not lie in wait {for him,} but God let {him} fall into his hand, then I will appoint you a place to which he may flee.
In verses 15-17, God shows how important it is to have healthy relationships. It is not good for society for a person to strike or curses his parents because it perpetuates the same behavior down through the generations and pollutes the land.
Exodus 21:15 "He who strikes his father or his mother shall surely be put to death. 16 "He who kidnaps a man, whether he sells him or he is found in his possession, shall surely be put to death. 17 He who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death.”
Chapter 22, verse 18 deals with certain direct commands where the consequence is usually death. These are absolutes.
Exodus 22:18 "You shall not allow a sorceress to live. 19 "Whoever lies with an animal shall surely be put to death. 20 "He who sacrifices to any god, other than to the LORD alone, shall be utterly destroyed.”
In the following verses, God addresses the people collectively. 
Exodus 22:22 You shall not afflict any widow or orphan. 23 "If you afflict him at all, {and} if he does cry out to Me, I will surely hear his cry; 24 and My anger will be kindled, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows and your children fatherless.
Chapter 23:1-3 - More You Shall Nots are stated. The same is true of verses 6-9. These are direct commands given to protect life. 
Exodus 23:1 “You shall not bear a false report; do not join your hand with a wicked man to be a malicious witness. 2 "You shall not follow the masses in doing evil, nor shall you testify in a dispute so as to turn aside after a multitude in order to pervert {justice;} 3 nor shall you be partial to a poor man in his dispute.
Exodus 23:6 You shall not pervert the justice {due} to your needy {brother} in his dispute. 7 "Keep far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent or the righteous, for I will not acquit the guilty. 8 "You shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the clear-sighted and subverts the cause of the just. 9 "You shall not oppress a stranger, since you yourselves know the feelings of a stranger, for you {also} were strangers in the land of Egypt.
These were commandments that deal with our relationship to God and are laws that keep us under control. We are to be holy; Israel was to be a holy people.
Exodus 22:28-31 "You shall not curse God, nor curse a ruler of your people. 29 "You shall not delay {the offering from} your harvest and your vintage. The firstborn of your sons you shall give to Me. 30 "You shall do the same with your oxen {and} with your sheep. It shall be with its mother seven days; on the eighth day you shall give it to Me. 31 "You shall be holy men to Me, therefore you shall not eat {any} flesh torn to pieces in the field; you shall throw it to the dogs.
Overview
The Law was established for Life, not Death
The commandments were given to protect human life and society from walking in the natural sinful way of the flesh and perpetuate sin to the third and fourth generations.
In America the day we stopped honoring the commandments of God and disallowed prayer in the public schools was the day we started going down into a moral pit, a moral cesspool because there was no longer any fear of God before our eyes. We had stopped publishing and proclaiming the law of God.
Chapter 21:1-32 - Protection of human life
The law was fair. The damaged person was not to get more than he should. The fairness was specific in verses 23-25. However, in our courts today, people sue for millions of dollars. In the tobacco industry, people know that smoking is wrong and yet they want someone else to pay for damage to their bodies that they themselves caused by their disobedience. 
Exodus 21:23 But if there is {any further} injury, then you shall appoint {as a penalty} life for life, 24 eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, 25 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.
Chapter 21:33-22:17 - The value of one’s personal property and the need of restitution
Chapter 23:1-9 - The necessity for justice
Verses 2, 6, & 8
Chapter 23:10-13 - The importance of a Sabbath
For the land every seven years and for the people, every seven days 
Chapter 23:14-19 - The importance of the feasts
Every male was to observe three feasts every single year.
Chapter 23:19 - The sanctity of life
Exodus 23:19 "… You are not to boil a young goat in the milk of its mother.”
This is the commandment on which the Jews base their whole system of separation of meat products from milk products. If there is a meat product on the table, you cannot have butter (or any other dairy product). But here is the real meaning: from where does the kid get its nourishment? It gets it from its mother’s milk. So one does not take a baby goat and boil it in its mother’s milk. This speaks of abortion: the sanctity of life. One should not take a child from the place of nourishment and protection and kill it in that place. 
Chapter 23:24 - A warning regarding idolatry
Chapter 24 - The Law was inaugurated as a covenant.

Exodus 24:1 Then He said to Moses, "Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and seventy of the elders of Israel, and you shall worship at a distance. 2 "Moses alone, however, shall come near to the LORD, but they shall not come near, nor shall the people come up with him." 3 Then Moses came and recounted to the people all the words of the LORD and all the ordinances; and all the people answered with one voice and said, "All the words which the LORD has spoken we will do!"
The people said, “All the words which the Lord has spoken we will do.” See chapter 19, verse 8, also. 
Exodus 24:4 Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD. Then he arose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel.
Moses made an altar with twelve pillars, one for each of the twelve tribes. God had made a covenant with Abraham, Isaac and then, Jacob, the father of the twelve tribes of Israel. 
Exodus 24:5 He sent young men of the sons of Israel, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as peace offerings to the LORD. 6 Moses took half of the blood and put {it} in basins, and the {other} half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.
According to the Covenant with Abraham:
1. There were two walls of blood
Moses took the blood of the bulls and divided it, one half in basins and the other half sprinkled on the altar. When Abraham sacrificed the animals, he cut them in two, laid them out, and then God passed between the pieces. As in Abraham’s covenant, two walls of blood were created.
Exodus 24:7 Then he took the book of the covenant and read {it} in the hearing of the people; and they said, "All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!"
He took the book of the covenant, the Law, and read it to the people. Again, the people said that they would do all that the Lord had spoken. They said that they would be obedient. They agree with God that this is right.
Exodus 24:8 So Moses took the blood and sprinkled {it} on the people,
He then took the blood and sprinkled on the people. This is a picture of an agreement between God and the people. God made the Law. They said they were going to keep this covenant. 
Exodus 24:8 … "Behold the blood of the covenant, which the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words." 9 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 10 and they saw the God of Israel; and under His feet there appeared to be a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the sky itself. 11 Yet He did not stretch out His hand against the nobles of the sons of Israel; and they saw God, and they ate and drank.
They did not see His form. They looked up and saw the glory of God. God inaugurated the covenant of the Law that the people agreed on, later to be called the Old Covenant, a covenant of obedience to the Law. If there were disobedience, death was mandated in instances such as idolatry, murder, or adultery. Or there would be a just penalty for other types of disobedience. It is a Law that sometimes requires restitution. 
2. There was a covenant meal. They ate and drank 
When Abraham made a covenant with Abimelech, there was eating and drinking; and when Jacob made a covenant with Laban, there was eating and drinking. There was covenant meal.
Back to Exodus 24:12:

 Now the LORD said to Moses, "Come up to Me on the mountain and remain there, and I will give you the stone tablets with the law and the commandment which I have written for their instruction." 13 So Moses arose with Joshua his servant, and Moses went up to the mountain of God. 14 But to the elders he said, "Wait here for us until we return to you. And behold, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a legal matter, let him approach them."
This was the way they were to handle legal matters according the ordinances that were laid out in Exodus, chapters 21-23.
They said they would obey, but they did not. They instead went into idolatry. When they got into the land, some made a covenant with the inhabitants and failed to drive them completely out. God told them in Exodus 23:20-33 He would send His angel before them and gave them instruction on how to behave with respect to their gods. In verse 24 He said:
Exodus 23:24 “You shall not worship their gods, nor serve them, nor do according to their deeds; but you shall utterly overthrow them and break their {sacred} pillars in pieces. 25 But you shall serve the LORD your God, and He will bless your bread and your water; and I will remove sickness from your midst.
Exodus 23:32 “You shall make no covenant with them or with their gods. 33 "They shall not live in your land, because they will make you sin against Me; for {if} you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare to you."
When they got into Canaan, Joshua made a covenant with the Gibeonites and got into idolatry. They disobeyed God and did not give the land its Sabbath rest. For 490 years, they ignored this command. God then sent them into captivity: first the northern kingdom in 722 B.C. under the Assyrians and then in Jeremiah God was about to send the southern kingdom of Judah into Babylonian captivity.  
In Jeremiah, He declares a new covenant. This declares the old covenant obsolete. 
Jeremiah 31:31 “Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them," declares the LORD. 33 "But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days," declares the LORD, "I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”
The old covenant was written on table of stone. The new was going to be on their hearts.
Jeremiah 31:34 "They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them," declares the LORD, "for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more."
He said that He would forgive their sins and iniquities for breaking the Law. In the following scripture, God gave them the promise that He would put the Holy Spirit within them. The way this was to be accomplished was by the promise of the Seed, Jesus Christ. 
Ezekiel 36:26 "Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 "I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances.”
The mediator between God and man was Moses in the Old Covenant. But there was a day coming when God would send the mediator (Malachi 3:1) of the new covenant. This was the Seed that Abraham looked to, Jesus Christ. Study Hebrews, chapter 3. Moses was faithful over his house, but Christ is faithful over the whole house because He comprises the house of God. 
When Jesus Christ came as the mediator of the new covenant, He put the law on our hearts, and our sins and iniquities are forgiven because of His sacrifice. He is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. 
In Abraham there was a sacrifice with two walls of blood. In the Law, there was a sacrifice and the blood was divided. Now a new covenant was made (1 Corinthians 12:23-25). On the night that Jesus was betrayed He took the bread and said, “This is my body which is broken for you.” Then He took the cup and said, “This is the cup of the new covenant in my blood.” (John 1:29)
John the Baptist said, “Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” He identifies Jesus Christ as the Lamb, a sacrificial lamb. This is the lamb that died on the same night, the Passover, as the Jews were sacrificing animals. Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life and no man comes to the Father but by Me.” (John 14:6)
On that night of the Passover, Jesus inaugurated a covenant meal just as they had under the Law. He went to Calvary and hung on that cross and said, “Eloi, Eloi, Lama Sabachthani?” translated, “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?” (Mark 15:34) then He gave up the Spirit and died. 
God was not satisfied with the sacrifice of bulls and goats. When Jesus died on the cross, the veil in the temple was torn in two from top to bottom (Matthews 27:51). In Hebrews:
In the Abrahamic Covenant, the sacrifice represented the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The smoking oven and the flaming torch represented God the Father and 
God the Holy Spirit who passed between the pieces. (Eloi, Eloi – My God, My God...)
Hebrews 10:14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying, 16 "THIS IS THE COVENANT THAT I WILL MAKE WITH THEM AFTER THOSE DAYS, SAYS THE LORD: I WILL PUT MY LAWS UPON THEIR HEART, AND ON THEIR MIND I WILL WRITE THEM," He then says, 17 "AND THEIR SINS AND THEIR LAWLESS DEEDS I WILL REMEMBER NO MORE." 18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin. 19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh.
When you accept Christ, YOU WALK through the rent veil, the very flesh of the Son of God. You enter into covenant. That is Covenant! Initially, God gave us the Law to define sin that we might understand it and that it would protect us from ourselves, to keep us from walking in sin. Then when faith in Jesus comes, then we are set free from the old covenant because we come into the new covenant.
John 3:16 "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
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