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 Three Covenants

TWO VIEWS

	Covenant Theology
	Dispensational Theology

	
	Abrahamic Covenant

	God’s People
	Since Israel rejected the Seed promised by the Abrahamic Covenant, God is not bound to the nation of Israel. Therefore, the Church has replaced Israel as heirs of the promises.
	The promises of the Abrahamic Covenant remain intact. The church, established at Pentecost, has NOT replaced Israel, but is “grafted into” the people of God. God has 2 distinct programs: one for the church, another for Israel.

	The Seed
	          Jesus Christ fulfilled this promise.

          By faith in the atoning blood of Jesus Christ, alone, is true salvation.


	Agreement with Covenantalists. 

However, one day, the nation of Israel will see that Jesus Christ is her long-awaited Messiah and turn to Him in faith.

	The Land
	Since Israel broke their covenant with God, the promise of a land is no longer binding (conditional covenant?). 

The Kingdom is not a physical place, but a spiritual place.
	Israel is unconditionally guaranteed permanent ownership of the promised land  (Ezek 36:22). God disciplined them by not occupying the land for a season, but ownership was never revoked. Israel’s restoration (1948?) is dependent upon God’s will, not Israel’s obedience.

Believers will rule and reign with Christ on earth for 1,000 years, then will dwell with Him in the New Jerusalem.

	
	The “Old Covenant” and The “New Covenant”
The Law of Moses and the Promise of the Holy Spirit

	Moral Law
	The Ten Commandments were added to the Abrahamic Covenant and ought to be kept by the Church

Obedience is a gift or benefit of the New Covenant through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.
	The Ten Commandments were separate from the Abrahamic Covenant. Nine of the Ten Commandments were re-iterated to the believers in the NT and ought to be a fruit of salvation. However, Sabbath-keeping is for the literal nation of Israel, not the Church.

Obedience is a gift or benefit of the New Covenant through the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

	Civil Law
	These laws would only be workable in a Theocracy, such as Israel (OT). Many believe that governments must again be “under God” before Christ can return; therefore, they are greatly motivated toward political activism.
	These laws would only be workable in a Theocracy, such as Israel (OT), or in the future Millennial Reign of Jesus Christ.

	Death Penalty
	Since its institution pre-dates the Law of Moses, capital punishment should now be reserved primarily for the crime of pre-meditated murder (not for the sin of adultery, rebellious children, etc.). Because man is made in God’s image, man must protect and honor that image (See Genesis 9:6, Romans 13).

	Ceremonial Law
	The sacrificial system pre-figured the atoning death of Christ. Therefore, this system and the keeping of the special feast days have been made obsolete since Christ’s Resurrection.
	Agreement with Covenantalists. However, some believe that the sacrificial system will be re-instituted during the Millennial Reign of Christ at the Third Temple as a memorial of Christ’s work on the cross.

	Current
Propo-
nents
	J. Sidlow Baxter, R.C. Sproul

Reformed Denominations
	Kay Arthur, John MacArthur

Evangelical Denominations


      Books: There Really Is A Difference, A Comparison of Covenantal & Dispensational Theology by Renald Showers.

                  Moody Handbook of Theology by Paul Enns.          Understanding End Times Prophecy by Paul Benward.

