Come, Thou Almighty King

And I heard, as it were, the voice of a great multitude and as the sound of many waters and as the sound of mighty peals of thunder, saying, “Hallelujah! For the Lord our God, the Almighty, reigns. Revelation 19:6
Come, Thou almighty King,
Help us Thy Name to sing, help us to praise!
Father all glorious, over all victorious,
Come and reign over us, Ancient of Days! 
Come, Thou incarnate Word,
Gird on Thy mighty sword, our prayer attend!
Come, and Thy people bless, and give Thy Word success,
Spirit of holiness, on us descend!
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Come, holy Comforter,
Thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour.
Thou Who almighty art, now rule in every heart,
And ne’er from us depart, Spirit of power!

To Thee, great One in Three,
Eternal praises be, hence, evermore.
Thy sovereign majesty may we in glory see,
And to eternity love and adore!


Charles Wesley, 1757

In the days of the Amer​i​can Re​vo​lu​tion a con​gre​ga​tion of pa​tri​o​tic col​o​nists were wor​ship​ing in their church on Long Is​land when the ser​vice was in​ter​rupt​ed by the ar​riv​al of a com​pa​ny of Hess​ian troops. The cap​tain stalked up the aisle and com​mand​ed the people to sing “God Save the King.” The or​gan​ist start​ed the tune that we call “Amer​i​ca”; but the peo​ple, true to the cause of the Amer​i​can col​o​nies and to their God, sang this hymn.

