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This lesson will take a different approach focusing on how Kurt thinks Christians should react to people who have different worldviews rather than focus on the worldviews themselves. How we can minister best to people who have different worldviews. [All Bible verses are KJV.]
Romans 1:21-25 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things. Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 
It goes on to say that God gave them up to all the sins that characterize humanity, like homosexuality, etc:

Romans 1:29-32 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, without understanding, covenant breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.
It’s almost incomprehensible, but people will enjoy watching people sin. They’ll enjoy turning on something that gives them a picture of people murdering, committing adultery, and delighting in it. It’s a consequence of rejecting God. Some of the people who do this knew God but they found another way to interpret the world. They knew God as creator but that was unacceptable to them because if God is creator then we’re responsible to that God, accountable to that God. We’re stuck. Surely if He created us, He knows what we’re doing. Surely if He created us He’s the one that’s going to lay out the rules. And if we disobey we’re at His mercy. That’s unacceptable to these people, so the natural man pushes that aside and goes about to interpret the world in a completely different way. He puts on different glasses to look at the world. Rather than to see a creation created by God, they’re going to look at it some other way. 

Different Worldviews

Naturalism
Some people diverge from the truth by going in the direction of naturalism thus rejecting anything spiritual or non-physical. They reject the idea of angels, God, spirits, the soul. Everything is physical—that’s the naturalist. One way to reject the creator is to reject His entire phenome, His world of the non-physical. To do that, they’re now going to have to interpret the world through glasses that see no God so they must develop naturalistic theories for how everything came about which don’t involve God at all, or anything spiritual. As you read in your appendices, the Big Bang theory exists to explain how the universe came into being without any input from the non-physical. They’re going to propose galactic evolution theories to explain the origin of galaxies and stellar evolution theories that explain the origin of stars, all without God, without any supernatural or any non-physical means. They’re going to appeal to abiogenesis theories to explain the origin of life that do not subscribe to anything aside from the natural. They’re going to appeal to plate tectonics and other theories in geology to explain the geology of the earth without ever considering the non-physical. They’ll introduce theories of evolution, of creatures, of man, to explain the origin of all those things without ever including the spiritual. 
You’ve read about a bunch of those things. As emphasized in the lesson, these ideas are many times very reasonable. Perhaps you found some explanations rather compelling. Just like the governor or headwaiter of the wedding feast at Cana came up with a reasonable hypothesis of the wine he’d been given. He thought this wine had been growing as grapes on a vine, which were harvested, then stomped on, with the juice taken off and put it in a proper container so that lo and behold there is wine today. He came up with a reasonable naturalistic hypothesis which didn’t involve any supernatural or non-physical means. Is it an unreasonable hypothesis? No! How many of you have seen wine come about in any other way? He’d never seen wine come about any other way so it was a reasonable hypothesis. Turns out he was completely wrong of course because Jesus had just created the wine. 
The naturalistic hypotheses can be very compelling, reasonable, well-argued and even well-evidenced—but be completely wrong. The main problem is that they’re rejecting the existence of the non-physical. This is an important point: You should never assume that these ideas are stupid. You should never see or understand these people as stupid. Many of them are very intelligent and reasonable. If you don’t believe in a God, these are the natural theories you would come up with and they are very powerful theories. They might seem silly to you who see the non-physical but in the worldview of the naturalist, they’re not at all silly in any way. The naturalist looks at what you believe as completely silly. If he tries to view your worldview within his own, everything that you believe is absolutely ludicrous and terrible. How could you possibly believe in angels—or the devil? How could you believe in heaven or hell? How could you believe in a God when all these little kids are dying in agony? How could you believe all those things? They’re silly to a person from that worldview. 

But, if you are interesting in ministering to these people, it’s important that you do not see them as silly. From within their worldview, what they’re talking about is not silly at all. In fact, it’s extremely important. Their eternal life depends on it. It’s never silly when a person’s belief is going to send them to hell. No matter how silly it might seem to you superficially, you must never look upon these things as anything but terribly serious. 
Pantheism
Some people don’t go the way of atheism. In Romans it talks about people creating other gods rather than rejecting a God altogether. Kurt believes that the natural end of man is not atheism, rather it’s to see the supernatural but identify it as something other than God. 
It’s easy actually to minister to someone who doesn’t believe in the spiritual because evidence of the spiritual can have a great impact on them. But not everyone goes that way. In fact, in our world more people go a different way toward the idea of pantheism, rejecting the idea of a transcendent God outside the universe but seeing that there is a non-physical thing—essence, power, force—in the universe that perhaps you are a part of. Perhaps, the pantheists think, we are that force or can access that force by getting down inside of us. They believe in the non-physical but they don’t identify it as being separated from the physical universe or us in any way. It’s not beyond us; it’s part of us. It is us. This is the pantheistic view. 
Deism
A third way to go about it is a deistic view: To reject the non-physical as being within the universe but accepting it as being entirely transcendent beyond the universe. It’s a god that’s out there but doesn’t care.

Each of these worldviews is wrong. The naturalistic view is wrong because it rejects the non-physical, which exists. Both the pantheists and deists are wrong because, although they accept the non-physical, they reject, in one case, the immanent nature of the non-physical, and in the other case, the transcendent nature of the non-physical. The truth is, the non-physical not only exists, but it’s both within (immanent) and beyond (transcendent) the universe. It’s both within all created things holding them together and yet exists independently of the universe. 

Our culture is saturated with people who believe either the naturalistic or pantheistic worldviews in particular. Deistic worldviews were a little more popular a couple hundred years ago. Our country was primarily founded by deists. Don’t believe those people who say it was founded by Christians because most of the people who constructed the Constitution believed in a deistic worldview not a Christian worldview. You can see that in the Constitution, the Articles of the Federation, the Federalist Papers, in Hamilton’s writings and so forth. It’s very clear throughout the writings of those people. 

Deism is not a very popular view nowadays. Naturalism in the US was definitely the dominant worldview until recently but now it seems to be swinging toward pantheism. You’re seeing an increasing number of college professors advocating pantheism in the classroom. If you send your kids to secular universities they’ll probably get a big dose of pantheism. It is becoming the dominant worldview in our culture.
The Proper Christian Response
So how do we deal with this? How do we as Christians deal with people who hold these positions? How do we train our children to stand against these kinds of positions and minister to people who have these positions? There are several things we can do:

1. Ground ourselves in Scripture. The most important starting point is for us as individuals to ground ourselves in the Scriptures. That isn’t to say we shouldn’t be working on that corporately because our churches ought to be aiding us, and every person in the church, in grounding us in Scripture. As parents we should be aiding our children in grounding them in the Scriptures as well. This is extremely important for several reasons:

a. His Word will never perish. You want to establish yourself on something that isn’t going to disappear, that isn’t ephemeral, that’s going to stand. So if you’re going to stand on something, stand on something that’s going to be there forever. It’s not a good idea to walk out on a ledge that doesn’t exist, or to walk out on a ledge that’s going to pulled out from underneath you. Stand on the Word because the Word is promised never to perish. 

b. The Word transforms. The Word of God is powerful (dynamos) and sharper than any two-edged sword piercing, dividing, capable of changing, transforming. Nothing else according to Scripture is said to do that. So not only will it be a nice place to stand because it’s always going to be there, but as you stand on it, it will change you to be what you ought to be and to say what you ought to say, to believe what you ought to believe and to have the heart you ought to have. 

c. Hebrews 11:3 tells us that by faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God. It does not say it’s by reason or by evidence. We know what we believe about creation by faith. It’s not just creation; you know all sorts of things that we believe by faith alone not by reasoned arguments. 
d. 2 Peter 1:18-19 is a wonderful passage. Kurt never recognized its significance until a theologian pointed out to him that most Bible translations mistranslated it. Peter is relating to and reminding his readers that he himself saw Jesus Christ transformed on the Mount of Transfiguration. He goes on to say, “We also heard God affirm His Son. I am an eyewitness and an ear-witness to this event, and I’m not alone in it.” Therefore this event is known. It’s true. “But,” the passage goes on, “We have a more sure word of prophecy,” as the King James puts it. Some versions say, “This is made more sure by prophecy.” That is a mistranslation. This passage is supposed to say: “Even more sure than our eyewitness and ear-witness testimony is the prophecy of old.” We have a more sure word of prophecy than either eyewitness or ear-witness testimony. Kurt was excited when he heard this because it fits with his own personal testimony. 
There was a time when he rejected his eyewitness testimony, when he rejected what he saw and heard. He couldn’t believe it; he had no reason to believe it. He was at the point of committing suicide when the Word of God transformed him. The Word of God is more sure than his eyewitness and ear-witness testimony. It is more sure than anything else.
His Word not only will never perish, it will transform and is the basis of what we believe. It is also more sure than any other form of information gathering that you can think of. It’s a good reason to ground yourself in Scripture. 
Don’t base your position on what others say. Check everything out with the Scripture. In Acts 17:11 Paul commends the Bereans. It was wonderful that they accepted his words but he commended them because they went further, daily verifying his words with Scripture to see if they were so. They checked out Paul’s very words to them and Paul commended them for it. They’re more noble than those who did not. Check out everything. Search the Scriptures daily to see if the things you hold are in fact true. 
Challenge yourselves and your children to put the basis and reason for what you believe on Scripture. It’s a sad thing to see Christian children go off to college and very quickly lose their faith. Why is it that kids who know the right answers go into college and lose their faith? What appears so readily under the influence of those who hold alternate worldviews? They hear reasonable arguments for alternate worldviews and they cash in Christianity. Why? Kurt sees a little of that in the school where he teaches. It’s a Christian college where most of the kids are Christians and believe the right things. They have all the right answers to all the questions—all the Sunday school answers to the questions. But when you challenge them on any position, they don’t know why. 
Kurt was teaching an ethics class once and trained one of his students to take all the biblical evidence there was against abortion, supposedly indicating that abortion was wrong, and study those verses. Kurt then told him to find another interpretation of those verses that will allow him to defend abortion. That was his task. When he came back, Kurt played devil’s advocate, fighting him on it until he strengthened some of his arguments. Then Kurt had the student take on an entire class. He started out with the entire class saying, “Abortion’s wrong.” The student asked, “Why?” Every time someone brought up a verse he shot them down. In twelve minutes 20 junior and senior level students in a Christian college were stymied. They couldn’t defend the position that abortion was wrong; he’d wiped them all out. It made Kurt mad. He adjourned class right there: “You’re not coming back to this class until you come back with good reasons to believe why abortion is wrong or else abandon the position—one or the other. You must understand why you believe what you believe.”—but these kids didn’t. Why? Why don’t they know their Scriptures? Why don’t they know the reasons? 
Our churches long ago apparently abandoned the principle of challenging each of us in our position. We shouldn’t just be given what to believe, or told, “Here’s what you believe here. If someone asks you this question, here is your answer. Memorize it.” That happens. That’s what we’re doing in our churches at best—if we’re even teaching the truth in our churches because some churches don’t have the truth being taught. But very very few churches are challenging kids to believe the right things for the right reasons. 
As parents if you want to ground your children strongly enough so that they can walk into a secular worldview—a pantheistic, naturalistic worldview—and stand, then you should challenge your children on what they believe and why. When you ask them a question and they give you the right answer, ask them why. Don’t stop until they give you a good reason founded on Scripture. You might find yourself challenged. You might find that a number of those things you believe haven’t been based on Scripture. They may be the right things but you don’t know why. It’s a scary thing and isn’t easy but do you want to risk your children losing their faith by not doing it yourself? Yes, it’s a challenge, but it is what we ought to be about. If you’re a Sunday school teacher or a youth worker, you need to challenge those kids who already believe to ground themselves in Scripture.

In Luke 6 Christ alludes to a beautiful picture: The man who hears Jesus’s words and does them is like the man who builds his house upon a rock, as opposed to the man who builds his house upon the sand (like it says in Matthew and Luke.) The person who does this is like one who digs through the sand to establish his foundation on rock. A lot of kids come to Bryan College [where Kurt teaches] with their house right above the rock. They have all the right answers but there’s sand between the house and the rock. Somebody challenges their reasons and away goes the house. You need to challenge your kids to dig that foundation down to the rock. Not only to have the right answers, to have their houses in the right place, but to set it on the rock. Ground it in Scripture.

That’s where we need to begin. If we want to transform the world, protect our children and ourselves, and if we want to transform those who are without, we first need to ground ourselves in the Scriptures. Precept is of course a wonderful place to begin because you’re digging around in the Bible. Keep on doing it. Do it daily. 

2. Be not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ. Be not ashamed of Scripture. Recognize the value and power of Scripture. People from magazines interview Kurt wanting to know about creationism. They wonder, “What is the best evidence that the earth is young?” Answer: “The Bible says so.” “No, I want the best evidence that the earth is young!” Answer: “The Bible says so!” No matter how silly that might seem to the outside world, it’s the truth. If there is something you believe that’s based on Scripture, most likely Scripture has given you the best evidence for believing that. When people ask you why, don’t be so ashamed of the Bible that you give other answers—which it seems everyone else is doing. The answer is Scripture. Why is Kurt so strong on that? Several reasons:
a. The best evidence is Scripture. Not in all cases, for example, you’re not going to get a good explanation for photosynthesis from Scripture.
b. Eve’s temptation. What was Eve’s best answer? We don’t have all the discussion that Satan tossed at Eve but it was likely that Satan was very clever and used powerful reasoned arguments that were attractive and deceiving—probably a lot more than anything that was given to us if there was any intellectual argument that Eve could have conceived of and presented to Satan that he couldn’t unravel.) Satan could outsmart her with any argument she could have given. 
Satan is smarter than any of us and he’s certainly got more experience than all of us. He’s heard an awful lot of arguments down through the ages and probably has them all memorized. He’s going to outsmart all of us on intellectual arguments. There isn’t a thing Eve could have said that would have unreasoned Satan from his position. What should have been Eve’s proper response? “God said. God said I’m not supposed to eat this. I’m not going to eat this until God tells me otherwise.” That’s the only answer that Kurt thinks was possible [to thwart Satan]. Why? 
Go forward 4000 years in time to the same Satan standing before the Creator of the universe during 40 days in the wilderness. Satan probably didn’t tempt Jesus once but all throughout that forty days, going after him day after day after day tempting him in all the weaknesses that Jesus Christ had as a human. If anyone could outsmart and outmaneuver Satan it ought to be the One who created him. It ought to be the Creator of the universe. So what intellectual argument did Jesus Christ use in the wilderness when He was tempted? “It is written.” The Word of God. Shouldn’t we pay attention to that? If the Creator of the universe answered Satan’s arguments with Scripture then ought we not also answer arguments against us by Scripture?
c. 1 Peter 3:15b Be ready always to give answer… Kurt thinks this is the most misunderstood verse in all of apologetic Christendom. What most people think of when they hear that verse (because most of these people have justified their position by using that verse) is that if somebody asks you, “Why do you believe in the Bible?” you should bring up the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the authenticity of the New Testament, how it’s more substantiated by manuscripts than any other ancient document, etc. Evidential apologetics. 
This is the justification for using evidence to justify your position. Kurt thinks that’s a bunch of bunk. What does this passage say? 
1 Peter 3:15b Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope that is in you… 
“…that asks you for the reason for the hope that is within you…” What is “the hope that is within you?” Jesus Christ Himself. What’s the reason for the hope? Is it an intellectual reason? Is it evidence? It’s Jesus Christ. That’s the reason. “Why are you so different? Why are you so nice when people are mean to you?” It’s not you, it’s Jesus Christ? “Why are you so hopeful in situations that are so useless?” Because of Jesus Christ. “Why are you the way you are when you shouldn’t be?” Is this the answer?: “Well you see the New Testament manuscripts are such that we know the Bible is true…” No! There’s nothing in the context of 1 Peter 3 that justifies evidential apologetics. This is a lie. This passage is telling you to give your testimony. What changed you? It isn’t you. It isn’t your mind either. Your mind never transformed you. The Word of God acted upon by the Holy Spirit transformed you—that’s your answer. 
d. Remember. Remember what transformed you. Was the transformation a change of your head that caused a change of your heart? No. Your heart was transformed. Your heart was approached by the Spirit of God. Then, as the Bible says, let your mind be transformed once your heart is transformed. What transforms the heart? What gets to the heart? It’s Scripture. What’s the power and the value of remembering Scripture in the back of your own mind? You ought to recognize the power of Scripture. Why do we withhold Scripture? Why are we ashamed of Scripture so often that we don’t use it, instead using evidence from science? 
You have a lot of appendices that Kurt is responsible for writing. Don’t use them against people. Don’t use them for evidence for Christianity or for evidence for creation. Instead go out with the Spirit and with the Word of God and present it to the people because they never come to know Jesus Christ through the head but through the heart. The only thing that’s going to change them is the Word of God acted upon by the Holy Spirit. It won’t come from stupid intellectual arguments because the smart person can find his way around them. Satan himself could find his way around any intellectual argument. He’ll help those people get around any. But he can’t do a thing against the Holy Spirit working on that person’s heart. 
Sometimes reasoned arguments are necessary. When people have real struggles, reasoned arguments can help them go around or over obstacles. But as soon as those obstacles are overcome, get the Word of God into that person so the Holy Spirit can transform them. Conversion only comes by the Word of God.
3. Have the attitude of Christ. 
1 Peter 3:15 Be ready always to give an answer to every man that asks you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear. 
a. With meekness and fear. Too often Kurt sees Christians coming out with a bludgeon knocking people over the head to prove they’re wrong, going into classrooms challenging the professor on this pantheistic or naturalistic worldview. “In meekness and fear” we’re to come with the truth to these people. 
Kurt has a friend who is with the Lord now. He’s with the Lord because one of his students came to him in this fashion of meekness and fear. Kurt’s friend had been an evolutionist all his life and had already spent 30-40 years in his professional career. He had a major position at Tulane University in charge of all scientific research. He was given the task of teaching a course in evolution which he’d never done before. He was a biologist but didn’t need evolution in studying parasites, which was his field. 
After the very first lecture of this course the first time he taught it, this young lady came to him during his office hours and asked questions. She never challenged him but just asked questions. She seemed to care. There were a couple of things he noticed: She didn’t believe at all the things he was saying and he knew it. But she was so kind, caring, humble. She didn’t do it in public but in private. It’s a million times harder to go to your professor in private than to challenge him in class. You can get people rooting for you in class but you’re all alone with your professor in that office. She came to him repeatedly with questions and at the end of that course he knew one thing for sure: He was never going to teach evolution again. Three years later, because his heart was softened by that incident, his daughter had the opportunity to lead him to Christ. He died and came to be with his Lord. Have the attitude of Christ: with meekness, fear. 

b. Make positive arguments. It has been tradition in creationism to attack evolution, to show how it’s wrong, to break down naturalism and show what’s wrong with it, to attack pantheism and show what’s wrong with it. 
It’s analogous to a game Kurt was never good at as a kid: King of the Mountain. Every time he got up there *bang* he was gone. He learned very quickly that the stupidest place to be in the King of the Mountain game was on top because everyone knocks you off. The best place was to be right off the top and hit everyone in the knee who got up on top. It’s a cheap way to do it but it keeps you alive because no one goes after you. 
That’s a cheap way to play the game but that’s a way a lot of Christians have been playing the game with people down through time, attacking those positions that others have. The gospel says,“You must tell people that they’re sinners bound for hell.” Yes, you must give them that information but you don’t turn around then and walk away. What is the gospel but the “good news”? That’s what you’re trying to get to. Give them the good news. Don’t spend all your time attacking their position. You must give them reason to believe something else and that isn’t easy. It’s not easy to stand up on that hill defend your position. It’s easy to attack someone else’s. It’s much harder to defend your own position but it makes a difference. 
Kurt has a number of examples where he’s presented a positive case for creationism and had a personal audience, as a result, with people who spend their lives attacking Christians, and attacking creationists in particular. Kurt was able to talk to some people who have never been ministered to on a one-on-one basis by a Christian because he first talked to them about positive reasons for believing creationism, then he was able to sit down with them with the Word of God.
c. Love, don’t judge, those who oppose.
2 Peter 2:11-12 talks about first being an example. 
Matthew 7:1-5 says we are not to judge them. 
From Matthew 5:44 we are to love them, do good to them, pray for them. These are all verses that have to do with people who challenge us, who are enemies. What is Christ’s response to people like this who challenge our faith and try to bring down our kids? None of those people are actually enemies. Every one of those people is a soul for whom God Almighty died. The enemy is in Satan and in powers that be and no person who ever stands before you, challenging you, hitting you in the face, pushing your face in the mud, mocking you, or killing you, is your enemy. Every person, every human being created in the image of God is one for whom God died. We ought to be reaching out to minister to these people and lead them to Christ by our example, by our love, by our prayers. Let us never sacrifice the person who is opposing us in order to save ourselves. 
