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    Dr. Kurt Wise

Lord, You know best how to minister to every person we come in contact with. 

Show us practical ways to draw men to You. 

 Romans 1:21-25
 Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened.  Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,  And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their own bodies between themselves:  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  

God gave them up to sins such as…Homosexuality, backbiters, haters of God, 

Romans 1:31-32
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Without understanding, covenant-breakers, without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful:  Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.  

..Enjoy watching people commit sins such as violence, immorality           
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They KNEW God as Creator...but found another way…

to avoid responsibility, accountability.

 

Ways People REJECT Their Creator

Naturalist
· Focus on the natural world and totally reject the spiritual [non-physical] world and the Creator of the physical world. 

· They see no God and develop other very reasonable theories of physical origins without God [Atheist]

Ex. Big Bang, Plate Tectonics, Galactic Evolution, A-biogenesis
( NEVER think that they are stupid, or silly. Their eternal life depends upon it!

( EXTREMELY SERIOUS: It’s never silly, when their belief will send them to hell!

( Evidence of the supernatural CAN have a great impact upon them.

Pantheist
· The natural end of man is NOT atheism; but to see the supernatural and identify it as something other than God. Supernatural “force” can be WITHIN us.

· Focus on immanence; reject transcendence

( Becoming the more dominant worldview in our culture, secular universities

Deist

· Focus on transcendence: He’s out there, but He don’t care!
· Reject immanence.

( More popular at time our nation was founded: Jefferson, Franklin, Hamilton

So how do I respond properly to those 

who view the world differently?

How do I prepare my children?

How do i minister to those who hold these positions?

1. Ground ourselves in Scripture because…

· God’s Word will NEVER perish- the solid foundation upon which we stand.

· God’s Word TRANSFORMS us 

         To BE what we ought to be

         To SAY what we ought to say

         To BELIEVE what we ought to believe

         To HAVE THE HEART we ought to have

Hebrews 11:3   By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God
  The Creation idea is NOT believed by reasoned arguments or evidence! 

2 Peter 1:18-19 and we ourselves heard this utterance made from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. And so we have the prophetic word made more sure, [more sure than our eye and ear-witness testimony] to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. 
· God’s Word is MORE Sure than any other form of information gathering
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Don’t base your position on what other people say

Search the Scriptures daily…WITH your children.

Acts 17:11   Now these [Bereans] were more noble-minded than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily, to see whether these things were so.

Ground our children in Scripture
· Challenge your children to answer WHY they believe what they do based on Scripture.

Christian kids KNOW all the right Sunday School answers …but stumble because they don’t know WHY they believe. So they often easily fall prey to reasonable naturalistic philosophy. We MUST prepare and ground our young people to defend their faith…even if the churches don’t!

 Ask them WHY…and don’t stop until they give you a good reason!    Challenge them!

(And you may be challenged too!)
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Luke 6:46-49  “Everyone who comes to Me, and hears My words, and acts upon them, I will show you whom he is like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid a foundation upon the rock; and when a flood rose, the torrent burst against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built. 

Do your kids have a Rock-Solid foundation?

2.   Be NOT ashamed of The Gospel & Scripture
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Recognize the value and power of Scripture.

Best evidence that the earth is young? “The BIBLE says so.”
Ex. Satan can easily out-smart us with “reasoned arguments”

       Eve’s best answer to temptation, “God said… don’t eat it”
       Jesus Christ answered Satan “It is written….”
1 Peter 3:15 always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and fear

NOT evidential apologetics….but, JESUS Christ WITHIN ME changed me!
The Word of God, acted upon by the Holy Spirit, transformed me! Kinder, hopeful!

1st - my HEART transformed  

2nd- my MIND was transformed.

Let the Holy Spirit work first!

Don’t start by using scientific appendices as proof for creation! 

Don’t try to argue people into “Christianity”.
Go out with the SPIRIT and WORD of God….

They will NEVER come to know Jesus through the HEAD….but through the HEART. 

(Sometimes reasoned arguments are necessary, when people have legitimate obstacles to faith.)

3. [image: image6.wmf] have the attitude of Christ
Don’t use Scripture as a bludgeon……..Come with truth in love.

By LOVE they will know that you are My disciples.

Ex. Student came privately (not publicly)

       She asked questions (never challenged)

and seemed to genuinely care, kind, humble…she persevered…and his heart softened.

· Make positive arguments for believing 
Don’t take traditional approach & attack position of evolution, naturalism, pantheism 

Give them a good reason to believe something else.
Can make a POSTIVE case for Creationism, THEN sit down & share the Word of God.

The “cheap way”: to tell them that they are sinners bound for hell…

yes, but DON’T just walk away……

Also give them the Good News…..Give them hope!

I Peter 2:12      Keep your behavior excellent (even though they slander you)

Matthew 5:44 “But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you”
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THEY are NOT enemies…

They are souls for whom God Almighty died.

Our enemy is Satan.

Let’s lead them to Christ by our example, our love, our prayers.

NEVER sacrifice the person who is opposing us

…to save ourselves!
