
GENESIS PART ONE - Lesson 6


“What is Man...What are You, to God?”

Kay Arthur, Teacher

What is man to God?  What does man mean to a God who is self-sufficient and self-existent, in and of Himself; a God who is totally complete, and absolutely needs nothing;  a God who is omnipotent (all powerful); a God who is omniscient (all knowing); a God who is omnipresent (everywhere).  Nothing is hidden from His sight.  What is man to God?  And more important, how important are you to God?  Do you have worth?  Or do you think that there is no value to me at all?  And you think that, I know, either because you do not know God, or the truth about God, or you have been so mistreated by man that if man can’t accept you, you wonder then how God can accept you.  

We want to look at Genesis 1 and 2, where we see our worth to God, and I want to take you to the sixth day of creation.  As we go to this sixth day of creation, (and I don’t have time to put all this on the board because I have a lot to cover,) remember, on the sixth day of creation God brought forth the living creatures after their kind (v. 24), the cattle, and the creeping things, and the beasts of the earth after their king.  He said that, and it was so.  He made the beasts of the earth and everything that creeps on the ground, and the cattle, and God saw that it was good.  It is like all this time everything has been in preparation for this.  (26)  “Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them (and watch the plural there) rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’  (27)  And God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.  (28) And God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.’”
We are going to get to Genesis 2 a little later, but I want to go over to Gen. 2:7, because here God gives us the details of this creation.  (7)  “Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.”  [So God created man in His image, in His likeness.  He did that out of nothing, because He was the one creating them, and He was forming them into His image and His likeness.  And yet it says that when He created man He created man out of the dust of the earth.  I don’t know if you have seen the movie, “The Bible”, but in there it shows this mound of dust, and all of a sudden it is taking on shape and form, and you see a man lying there.  His knee is up, and his chest is absolutely sunk, and then, all of a sudden, God breathed into man the breath of God, and you see that chest heaving and filling with air.  You see man rising, created by God.  I love the way they did it, the way they pictured it, because you see that man came from God.  Man did not come from anything else.  (7)  “...and man became a living being.”  He became a living being.  He did not come from a living being, but man became a living being by the creation of God.]  

When you look at this in Genesis 1:26, something pops out at you that has not popped out before.  That is the pronoun, “Us”.  God said (singular), “Let Us make man in Our image, in Our likeness.”  What is the “Us” and “Our” refer to?  There are many views on this, and I want to give you about six different views. I am going to read them to you very quickly.  Some believe that it is a reference to the Trinity, that it is a reference to the tri-unity of God, and the fact that God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit are participating in this creation.  It is not just God the Father.  That is why it is, “Let Us make man in Our image.”
Others believe that it is a reference to God and His heavenly court of angels.  A lot of Jews hold this position, and you can understand why.  It is because of Deut. 6:4.  It says, “Hear, O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!”  So they couldn’t buy any fact that said God would be three persons, in essence one character, or one set of attributes.  Because they do not believe in that, they believe that this is a heavenly host, and God is saying this to the heavenly hosts.  But you have to dismiss this because of Verse 27.  “And God created man in His own image...”  If He is saying, “Let us make man in Our image, in Our likeness,” then it can’t be God and someone else-- like the heavenly hosts.  It either has to be God--or not God.  

The third view is that it is an attempt to avoid the idea of an immediate resemblance of humans to God.  It is off the wall.  Number four says that it is an expression of deliberation on God’s part, as He sets out to create man.  In other words, He is just deliberating, and saying, “Let Us,” instead of saying, “Let He” was just deliberating with Himself.  The fifth view is that this is the “majestic plural”.  A lot of people take it that way.  They say it is just a majestic plural, because that is what rulers did in their edicts.  Since kings and pharaohs and others would do that, then God does that.  Well, I don’t think God copied anyone.  I think man copies God, but God does not copy anyone.

The sixth view says that the “Us” parallels male and female.  “Let Us create man in Our image, in Our likeness.”  They are saying that the “Us” is a parallel to the male and female.  In other words, when He creates Adam, which is when he creates man (the word used here is really “adam”), when He creates man, He said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness.”  Then in v. 27, it says, “...male and female He created them.”  The “Us” is to parallel the duality of the fact that man is male and female.  It shows the partnership, the equality, the voluntary subordination that are, in some way, a revelation of God’s triune nature.  That is what F. F. Bruce says in his Bible commentary.  

As we look at it, I want to see if there is any other place in the Old Testament where we might see that there is a trinity to God, that there is more than God the Father; that there is God the Son; there is God the Holy Spirit.  Go to Gen. 1:1.  We see the word Elohim.  (1)  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  The word for God here, Elohim, has a plural ending.  The singular for God is Eloah, or El.  That is the singular for God.  But here it has a plural ending, and because it has a plural ending, it could be translated “gods”.  It is like seraphim or cherubim.  It means that there are more than one, more than one cherub, more than seraph.  It is a plural ending.  The word used means “gods” in the ordinary sense.  It is specifically used in the plural, and with the article, and thus the Supreme God--our God.  Occasionally it is applied, by way of deference, to magistrates, and sometimes it is used as a superlative.  So it used in all sorts of different ways.  But--The Theological Word Book of the Old Testament says that it is “more frequently used than El or Eloah, because it seems to give the majesty of God.  It is not intended as a plural word when it is used of God.  Yet I think, and I stop and say, “O.K., if we have the fact that we have a plural indicator for this word, (instead of saying, “Eloah or El created the heavens and the earth...”) if we have this indicator of a plural ending for God, is God teaching us something right from the beginning?”  Is there a truth, a seedbed of truth, that God is planting right from the beginning, so that when we get to other Scriptures, we are not surprised by what we see.

Let me take you to Gen. 11, to the incidence of the Tower of Babel.  Man is supposed to scatter over the earth, and man has not scattered.  Stop and reason with me, if you are studying fossil records and things like this that say, “We find all these fossils, but we do not find man.”  If you remember, man would not scatter; man would not disperse.  How long he stayed at the Tower of Babel we don’t know exactly--or in Babylon in that area, in the plain of Shinar, but we know that when they got off the ark, the animals dispersed over the earth.  The animals died over the earth, but then man stayed collectively in one spot for a long time and did not disperse as God told them to.  (6)  “And the Lord said, ‘Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language.  And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them.  (7) Come, let Us go down and there confuse their language...’”. [Let who go down there?  “Us” go down there.  So could it be that from Genesis 1:1, Elohim, and the use of God with a plural ending, and you add to the equation Gen. 1:26, where you see, “Let Us make man in Our image.”  Then you come along to this passage in Gen. 11:6-7, and you see a “Let Us” again--could it be that in this book of beginning that right from the beginning, God wants us to understand, and He tells us, even in Gen. 1 that we have the Spirit of God moving over the face of the waters.]

Go to Proverbs 30.  I will leave you in the Old Testament with this one verse, a very, very interesting verse that I have read to many a person.  (1)  “The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the oracle.  The man declares to Ithiel, to Ithiel and Ucal:  (2) Surely I am more stupid than any man, and I do not have the understanding of a man.  (3) Neither have I learned wisdom, nor do I have the knowledge of the Holy One.”  [Now listen to his questions.]  (4)  “Who has ascended into heaven and descended?  Who has gathered the wind in His fists?  Who has wrapped the waters in His garment?  Who has established all the ends of the earth?”  [What is the answer?  It is God!]  “What is His name of His son’s name?  Surely you know!”  [The answer to that question can only be God, and then it implies that God has a Son.  As you look at this, it seems that God is showing us that God is more than one.  There is the Father, and there is the Son.]

Where do we see this in the New Testament?  Where do we see who was present at creation?  What is the gospel that shows us this?  John 1.  We have seen that (2) “He was in the beginning with God.  
(3) All things came into being by Him, and apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.”  [You have looked it up, and I don’t want to go there, because I want to go to Hebrews 1.]  As we look at the opening of this awesome, awesome book (and by the way, we have a wonderful Precept course on this) of Hebrews, he has people who are Jews who in danger of defecting from Christianity because they are being persecuted and put into prison.  The good are being taken away from them, because the Roman Empire doesn’t like them.  There are Jews who have come out of Judaism and embraced Christianity, but they are living in this present world, where they are hated by the Jews because they have come out of Judaism.  And they are hated by the world, because the world is saying that Caesar is God, and they can’t say that Caesar is God.  In the midst of all this, they are in danger of going back, of turning their backs on Christianity, or drifting away from what they said they believed, back to the security of the Old Testament, the security of the Old Covenant.  These are people that venerate angels, and you will see veneration of angels, not only among Gentiles but also among Jews.  He is going to show them in this first chapter of Hebrews that God has spoken to us in His Son, and you had better listen.  

Hebrews 1:1.  “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in many ways, (2) in these last days has spoken to us in His son...”  [Now go to Hebrews 2:1.]  “For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it.”  [So what is he going to do between Hebrews 1:1 and Hebrews 2:1?  He is going to explain to us that He has spoken to us by His Son.  Who is His Son?  You really need to read the whole chapter, but in Heb. 1:2 he says,] 

(2) “in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the world.”  [It could be that---in Elohim, and in “Let Us”, and then “Let Us”, and then in the fact that Proverbs says, “What is His name?  And what is His Son’s name?--God is bringing us, even in the Old Testament, to the recognition of the fact that in Deut. 6:4.  “Hear, O Israel!  The Lord is our God, the Lord is one!”, it is “Yahweh Elohim is one!”  He is one; He is one in purpose; He is one in character; He is one in attributes.  He is singularly God, and Jesus is God just like God is God, but there is a relationship between the Father and the Son, as we are going to see in just a moment.]

Heb. 1:3.  “And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things (Jesus upholds all things) by the word of His power.”  [He is not only creator, but He is sustainer, and He is the exact representation of God.  When Jesus gets here, and they say, “Show us the Father”, Jesus says, “If you have see Me, you have seen the Father.”  As you look at this, I want you to see that Jesus is the image of the Father.  He is one with the Father.]  (3b) “When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high;  (4)  having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a more excellent name than they.”  [He is showing that He is better than the angels.  He is going to show that there was an angel present when you made the Old Covenant, when you made the law, but Jesus is better than the angels.]

Now go to v. 8 He is talking about Him.  (8) “But of the Son He says...”  And then in v. 10.“Thou, Lord, in the beginning (speaking of the Son) didst lay the foundation of the earth, and the heavens are the words of Thy hands;  (11)  They will perish, but Thou remainest; and they all will become old as a garment, and as a mantle Thou wilt roll them up; as a garment they will also be changed.  But Thou art the same, and Thy years will not come to an end.”  [So here we see the Creator.  Here we see Jesus.]

Go to Colossians 1:15, and watch what he says, speaking of Jesus.  In v. 13, he mentions Him as His beloved Son, (14) “in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  (15) And He (His beloved Son, the one that brings redemption and forgiveness of sins) is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation.”  [That does not mean that He was created.  “First-born” means that He was previous to creation.  It means that He was over creation.  The first-born always had the rule, unless God reversed that, and you will see that God does that in Genesis.]  Verse 16 explains v. 15.  (16) “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities--all things have been created by Him and for Him.”  [In this passage He tells us that He is even the one who is behind the creation of the angelic hosts, whether they be thrones or authorities.  Here we see the relationship of the Trinity to creation, the relationship of the Trinity to the creation of you.  What do you see in this verse?  This is your take away value.  In v. 16, it says that all things have been created by Him and for Him.  You were created for God, precious one.  And if you were created by God and for God, do you have worth?  Yes, you do.  Are you of value to God?  Yes, or otherwise He would not have created you.  Would He created anything for Himself that does not have value, that does not have worth?  No!  He would not do that.  So you were created for Him.]

Go to I. Cor. 11, for I want you to see another thing.  There is an order in their relationship, in the relationship of the Trinity.  There is an order of relationship between the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  (3)  “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.”  [Yes, they are three.  Yes, they are one in attributes, but they have a relationship.  In that relationship here is a triangle to represent the Father.  Here is the cross to represent the Son.  Who is the head?  God.  And yet Jesus will say in the gospel of John, “The Father and I are one.”  And yet there is an authority position here.]

Go to I Cor. 15, and let me show you that authority position.  He is talking about those who were Christ’s at His coming (prophetically speaking again).  (24) “Then comes the end, when He (Jesus) delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power.  
(25)  For He (Christ) must reign until He (Christ) has put all His enemies under His feet.  (26)  The last enemy that will be abolished is death.  (27) For He has put all things in subjection under His feet.”  [Who has put all things under subjection under His feet?  God has put all things under subjection under Jesus’ feet.]  “But when He says, ‘All things are put in subjection,’ it is evident that He is excepted (God is excepted) who put all things in subjection to Him (to Jesus).  (28) And when all things are subjected to Him (to Jesus), then the Son Himself also will be subjected to the One who subjected all things to Him (to Jesus), that God may be all in all.”  [So in this equality we still have the fact that everything is going to be subjected to the Father.  When you see Jesus on earth, what is He doing?  Is He bringing glory to Himself?  No.  He is bringing glory to the Father.  Jesus glorified the Father on earth, and that is what you and I are to do.]  “So let Us make man in Our image.”  We see the relationship of the Trinity to creation, and we see the relationship of the Trinity to one another.  

Now, let’s go back to Genesis 1.  I want you to see that in Genesis 1, when it says, “Let Us make man in Our image, in Our likeness...”, what does “Our image” mean?  There have been books and volumes of things written on what “Our image” means.  Let me give you some things to consider.  #1 - When He created man, He created man as male and female.  He gave them rulership over all creation, and He told them that they were to rule over everything that God had brought into existence; that they were to multiply; that they were to fill the earth; that they were to rule the birds of the heavens, and the beasts of the earth, etc.; that He had put them under Him.  God made man His vice-regent upon the face of this earth.  Here is the supremacy of God, and we have man standing here in God’s image.  As God is a ruler, so man is to be a ruler.  God created the earth.  Man, in His image, is to rule over the earth.  So this is what we see here.

Look at Psalm 8:3-9.  This is a marvelous, marvelous psalm.  (3) “When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which Thou hadst ordained; (4)  What is man, that Thou dost take thought of him?  And the son of man, that Thou dost care for him?  (5)  Yet Thou hast made him a little lower than God, and dost crown him with glory and majesty!  (6)  Thou dost make him to rule over the words of Thy hands; (7) All sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, the birds of the heavens, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes through the paths of the seas.”  [You say, “I thought that referred to Jesus.”  No, that refers to us, to man.  He has made us for a little while, lower than the angels, lower than God (you could put either angels or God there, either one we are lower than that.).  When you come to Hebrews 2, he is talking about God in v. 5, and it is translated this way:  (5) “For He did not subject to angels the world to come (and he is talking about the future), concerning which we are speaking.  (6)  But one has testified somewhere, saying.  ‘What is man, that Thou rememberest him?  Or the son of man that Thou art concerned about him?  (7)  Thou hast made him for a little while lower than the angels; Thou hast crowned him with glory and honor, and hast appointed him over the works of Thy hands;  Thou has put all things in subjection under His feet.’”  [Now watch what it says.]  “For in subjecting all things to him (to man), He left nothing that is not subject to him (to man).  But now we do not yet see all things subjected to him.”  [Why do we not see all things subjected to man?  Because of what happened in Genesis 3.  Man chooses to listen to Satan instead of listening to God, then he forfeits the right to rule over the earth.  A curse comes upon the earth instead, and man is going to bring forth his living by the sweat of his brow.  And who become the prince of this world?  Satan!  Satan takes our spot, because we listened to Satan in Adam and Eve.  That is why we do not see all things subjected to them, but Romans 8 says that when the sons of God are really manifested as they should be, the curse will come off the earth, and everything will be restored.  Someday you and I will rule and reign with the Lord Jesus Christ down here on earth.  You are going to see it all, and it is going to be awesome, as you move into the next part of Genesis, Chapters 3-11.

#2 - We are to be holy, even as He is holy.  If I am in His image, I am to be holy.  Holy means to be set apart.  No animal, nothing in God’s creation, is like God except man.  And we are to be holy.  
(I Peter 1:16.)  #3 - We are to glorify God in our bodies.  (I Cor. 6:19-20)  What does glorify mean?  It means that we give a correct opinion, a correct estimate of someone.  So if I give a correct opinion, I am going to live like God lives.  I am going to act like God acts.  I am going to live differently that fallen man.  #4 - We are to be conformed to His image.  Romans 8:29 says this: “For whom He (God) foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.”  [In other words, Jesus is the firstborn from the dead.  Jesus is the example.  Jesus is the firstborn of the Father, but He is the firstborn, and because He is who He is, you and I have life, and we can be part of the family of God.  So what is God doing?  He said that He predestined us to become conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.  So what happened?  Somewhere, after God created man, that image was destroyed.  Now where is that image destroyed?  In Gen. 3, when man sinned.  What is the potential of getting that image back?  Believing in Jesus Christ.  When we believe in Jesus Christ, then God begins to reform that image that we lost in the Garden of Eden.  God begins to reform that image in us.  

We see this in I Cor. 15:49.  “Just as we have borne the image of the earthy, (that is Adam’s image) we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.”  I John 3:2 says that we don’t know what we will be like, 

but—“We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him...  (3)  And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.”  [What in essence is happening?  When God created us, He created us in His image.  Something happened that distorted that image.  He is God, and He is creating man in His image.  Then something happens, and that image is destroyed.  Then when you and I come along, and we receive Jesus Christ as our Savior, we believe in Him, then God begins to reform that image in us.  Finally, when we see Him, when He comes in the clouds of glory, and this corruptible puts on the incorruptible, and we are caught up to be with Him in the air, then we are like Him.  Did we ever totally, absolutely lose all of that image?  That is the question.  I believe that there is a man who showed us what the image of God is like.  Who would that man be?  It would be Jesus Christ.  

Go to Col. 1:15.  It is speaking of Jesus.  “And He is the image of the invisible God...”  [Before God ever created man, before He ever brought him into existence, before man ever ate the fruit of the tree and sinned (What tree was that?  The tree of the knowledge of good and evil.), before he ate that fruit and died, did God know that he would do that?  Did God know that Jesus Christ would come at a point in time, and Jesus, who knew no sin, would be made sin for you and me?  Did God know that?  Yes.  So when was Jesus crucified?  When was He the Lamb of God that was slain?  Before the foundation of the world, before God ever spoke and brought the world into existence.  God, because He is omniscience, because He is all knowledge, knew what was going to happen.  And yet man is of such worth, such value to Him, that He created him anyway.  He didn’t say, “If that is what he is going to do, I don’t need it.”  He knew that man would break His heart, and yet He created man.  Why?  Because He had a family in mind.  You may not have a family, but if you will come to God, you will become part of the family of God.  Every family on heaven and earth is named after God, and that is what Ephesians tells us.  When God names a family it means that He has authority over it, and it means that God is building a family.  He is going to build a family, even though He knows that man is going to sin.  Man is of worth and value to Him, so He creates man.  He plans the redemption of man before the foundation of the world.  The Bible says, in Revelation, that He is the Lamb of God, slain before the foundation of the world.

There is a man who has shown us the image of God.  How did Jesus show us the image of God? When Jesus Christ lived on earth, how did He live toward the Father?  He lived in submission to the Father. What did He do?  He always and only did those things which pleased the Father.  So that is how part of the image of God is also.  I believe it is living under His rulership, living under His authority.  When Jesus spoke, what did He speak?  He spoke the words of God.  “Words of the Father, these are the words that I speak.”  What works did He do?  He said, “The works that the Father does are the works that I do.  I do nothing apart from Him.  I always and only do those things that please Him.”  [So while we may be fuzzy about the image of God, and not know exactly what it is, I know enough of what it is to know that I am supposed to reflect God down here on earth.  How?  By following the One who was created.  I personally believe that when God created man in His image, He knew that Jesus, before the foundation of the world, was going to become man--that He was going to become the firstborn of all creation.  He was going to be the one there, and that He was going to create man and then He was going to become man, and He would show us how man should live.  So that, personally, is what I believe.]

In the light of that, I want you to go to II Cor. 4:3.  “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing, (4) in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ...”  [Now what is the gospel?  It is the good news of the glory of Christ, of the true estimation of who He is.  Who is what?] “who is the image of God.”  [if Jesus is the image of God, then what I need to do in my life, if I am supposed to be in the image of God, I am to keep my eyes on Jesus.  I am to keep my focus on Him, and I am to seek to live even as He lived.  I am to be an imitator of Jesus Christ.  And that is why Paul says, “Be an imitator of me, even as I am of Christ.”  So the goal of all of us show be this:  that we live as Christ lived, and that we live in such a way, if people want to know what God is like in character, in behavior, that they could follow us, because we are following Jesus Christ, who is the image of God.]

How is all of this possible?  Go to Titus 3:4.  I think it is possible because of what Titus says and explains to us.  Speaking of God, (4) “But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared,” [Does God love man?  Yes.  He loves him so much that He sent His Son.]  (5) “He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, (not by any works of our own) but according to His mercy,” [Now how did He do it?] “by the washing of regeneration” (which simply means rebirth, by causing us to be born again).  [Now watch, here is the third person of the Trinity.] “and renewing by the Holy Spirit.”  [Born of the Spirit into the family of God.]  He did it by the washing of regeneration (by rebirth) and renewing by the Holy Spirit.]   (6) “whom He poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,”  [We sinned in Adam, and the image of God became so horribly, horribly distorted.  But then we come to know Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit moves inside of us, as we are washed, we are born again.  We are regenerated by the Spirit of God.  So when the Spirit of God moves into us, what happens?

When Adam was lying on the ground, and God breathed into him the breath of life, do you suppose that breath of life was the Spirit?  And do you suppose then that when man sinned, the Spirit was lost?  And then when man bows the knee and receives Jesus Christ again, the Spirit is put back in, and we are able to be made more and more into the image of God?  That is how precious you are to God.]

Let’s go to Gen. 2 very quickly, where we have a very interesting phrase (in v. 4) that is going to be repeated throughout the book of Genesis.  Genesis is going to be divided according to this phrase.  Verse 4 introduces the rest of Chapter 2.  (4)  “This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the Lord God made earth and heaven.”  [When it says, “This is the account...” , literally it could be translated, “These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created in the day that the Lord God made earth and heaven.”  You see that phrase, “These are the generations of Adam; these are the generations of Noah; these are the generations of Shem, Ham, Japheth. You will see this phrase throughout.  When this phrase comes he is going to give you some details of what he has told you before.  He is going to fill in some details.  Gen. 2:5-17 are the details of God’s relationship to man.

You are going to see four things in this portion; the care of God, His provision (which is the Garden of Eden).  Gen. 2:5, ‘Now no shrub of the field was yet in the earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for the Lord God had not sent rain upon the earth; and there was no man to cultivate the ground.  (6) but a mist used to rise from the earth and water the whole surface of the ground.  (7)  Then the Lord 

formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being (or a living soul).”  [So what day was that? Day 6.]  (8) “Then the Lord God planted a garden toward the east, in Eden;”  [Now remember, the flood happened, so we could never find that garden.] “and there He placed the man whom He had formed.”  [I want you to see the care of God.  He forms man, and what does He do?  He plants a garden, just for man.  He plants a garden in this earth that is just for man, and he described that garden in v. 9.]  “And out of the ground the Lord God caused to grow every tree that is pleasing to the sight and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden,...”  [So they could eat of this tree and live.]   “and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  [Then he describes the river that flows, and he tells you about the gold and bdellium and onyx stone that are there.  We won’t find it now, because there has been a flood.]  In v. 15, he tells man what man’s responsibility is.  He does not leave man without a responsibility.  (15)  “Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it.  (16)  And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘ From any tree of the garden you may eat freely...”  [What does God do in v. 15?  You see, first of all, God’s care.  God provides a garden and everything that he needs, and He gives man a task.  That man’s task was to cultivate that garden, and to keep it.  But then, #3, what does He do?

#3 - He gives man a free will, in that He gives man a choice.  A choice, whether to obey or to disobey.  He puts a “No-no” tree in the garden, the tree of the knowledge of good and evil in that garden, and with that He is saying to man, “You have a choice now, and this is what your choice is.”  (16) “ ...From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; (17)  but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die.”  [So He gives man a choice.  He puts man in a situation where He says, “This is what I expect.  I expect you to obey Me.  You have an opportunity to not, but I expect you to obey Me.  But I do want you to know this one thing, if you disobey Me, there are consequences.  He lays out the consequence very clearly.  You are going to study it in the next part of Genesis.  The consequence is that the day that you eat of the fruit of that tree, you shall surely die.  You will see that God means what He says, and He says what He means.  He is perspicuous, remember?  He is very clear and very plain.]

(18)  “Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.”  [The fourth thing I want you to see is this:  God’s genuine care of Adam.  On that sixth day, and all this has to happen on the sixth day, God sees that man is alone, and it is not good for man to be alone.  So you know that when He created them, male and female, who did He create first?  He created man first.  (I Timothy tells us that.)  Then He created woman, because man needed a counterpart.  Man needed a complementor.  Man needed a completer.]  (19)  “And out of the ground the Lord God formed (This is in the preterit in the Hebrew, and therefore it is perfect).  “The Lord God had formed every beast of the field...”  [Now God brings them to man to see what he will name them.]

(20)  “And the man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field...”  [Remember, it is according to their kind now.]  “but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him.  [In other words, in all this kingdom, man was alone, and he needed another of his kind.  Another of his kind, but in a different state, a different form.  He needed a helper suitable for him.  I always do it this way:  where man is strong, woman is usually weak.  Where man is weak, woman is usually strong. So this is what He did.  He took them and put them together like that, so you have a counterpart, a complementor.  You don’t have a competitor.   This shows God’s love and God’s care.  He puts man in a garden, He gives him a test of obedience, a test of submission.  “Will you submit to Me?  Will you honor Me as God?”  Yes, He puts man in that environment; and yes, He gives man a free will--because man is not going to be a puppet on a string.  But God so cares for man that He sees that it is not good for man to be alone, so He makes a helper suitable for man.]

(21)  “So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh at that place.  (22)  And the Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.  (23) And the man said, ‘This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.’” [Man is ish, and Woman is ishsah or isha.  (You can spell it different ways.)  (24)  “For this cause a man shall leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.  (25) and the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.”
There is a lot in these verses, and a lot that has to do with marriage.  When you begin your next study on Genesis, you will see what this has to say about marriage, and you are also going to see what messes up marriages--that is eating of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  As we bring Genesis to close, I want you to see that God cares about man.  “What is man that Thou art mindful of Him?”  Man is God’s unique creation, and God made you as His unique creation.  He made you for Himself.  You are precious to God.  You are precious in His sight.
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