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We’re out to make a name for ourselves, aren’t we? We want to be seen; we want to be recognized. That’s the focus today. That’s why everybody wants to be on television. That’s why everyone wants famous people’s autographs; they want to be aligned with these people who are seen. They want to make a name for themselves. As Kay says all this she thinks about a true story that happened to a pastor friend of hers. The young man called his parents and said, “I’m going to be on television today at this time. Make sure you watch this station.” It was a Christian program and Kay’s pastor friend was teaching in this huge church. As he came to the pulpit there was a rumble. A young man jumped from the balcony onto the main floor and ran to the platform to get a hold of this pastor but some alert men grabbed him. He was going to make a name for himself. He wanted to be recognized; he wanted to be somebody. 
The end of this segment of Genesis is focused around a group of people who want to make a name for themselves. In chapters 10-11, God says making a name for ourselves, drawing attention to ourselves, cannot be. What are we to boast in? 
Jeremiah 9:23-24 Thus says the LORD, “Let not a wise man boast of his wisdom, and let not the mighty man boast of his might, let not a rich man boast of his riches; but let him who boasts boast of this, that he understands and knows Me, that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness, justice, and righteousness on earth; for I delight in these things,” declares the LORD.
If we’re going to boast we need to boast in the Lord. If we’re going to be connected to a name we should be connected with the name above every other name.

The first 11 chapters of Genesis are so significant covering four main events: 
1.  Genesis 1-2 Creation, 
2.  Genesis 3-5 The Fall, where man listens to the serpent that comes into the Garden instead of listening to the word of God. Thus sin enters into the world by one man and death by sin, so that all men have sinned. From this point on it colors the whole rest of the Word of God. 
3.  Genesis 6-9 The Flood. We see the Flood because God looked at man and was grieved and sorry that He had made man. He planned to wipe man off the face of the earth and He did. He preserved 8 people: Noah, Mrs. Noah, Shem, Ham, Japheth (his three sons), and their wives who exited the ark after the flood. 
4.  Genesis 10-11 serve as a bridge between the first and second segments of Genesis. The second segment, chapters 12-50, focuses on four men: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob,  and Joseph. Grandfather, father, son, and Joseph who is one of the twelve sons of Jacob. God made a covenant with Abraham and it passed on to Isaac then Jacob. Jacob became the father of twelve sons who became the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Genesis 10-11 are bridge chapters that take us from the Flood to these four men. They introduce us to the nations that come forth from Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Genesis 10 is an overview of Shem, Ham, and Japheth’s sons. Chapter 11 focuses in and tightens the lens to give insight into an event talked about in chapter 10. 

These are significant chapters covering the Creation, the Fall, the Flood, and the Nations: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. So Genesis 10-11 is about nations that gather together wanting to make a name for themselves.
Start in Genesis 8 to get the geographical context to all this because it’s so important.

Genesis 8:4 In the seventh month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the ark rested upon the mountains of Ararat.
On a modern day map of the Middle East you can overlay the Biblical times’ geography to show where all of this happened. Mount Ararat is in present day Turkey. Right above Ararat is Armenia. To the east is Iran, and to the south is Iraq.

Genesis 11:1-2 Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words. And it came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there.
Where is the land of Shinar? This is important for you to know because it is where Babylon is located. Babylon becomes a major political force that is dealt with periodically throughout the Word of God. It even appears in the book of Revelation. From Ararat, people went southeast to an area on the Euphrates River northwest of Ur. In the NASB it is called Babel. “Babel” is “Babylon”. Think of the land of Shinar when you think of Babel or Babylon. It is in modern-day Iraq.

Why did they come to this place? This is called the “Fertile Crescent,” which begins in the Persian Gulf and follows the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers northwest. The area between the rivers is Mesopotamia: “the land between the rivers.” Whenever you read about it you’ll know the area being talked about. It extends up to Haran and then curves around to the west into present day Syria, down into Lebanon and Israel. It ends at Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula. This is the Fertile Crescent, the hub of the world. 
This is the cradle of civilization because there were no people on the face of the earth except for the ones in the ark. They were the ones to multiply and repopulate the earth. They moved to this area. It’s fertile because it’s a flat land and has plenty of water. It curves from southeast up to the northwest and back down. The area in the center of the curve is a desert that prevents traveling straight across from Babylon through Jordan to Israel. In the days of Genesis 12 Israel’s area was known as the land of Canaan. 

Since people couldn’t travel straight west through the desert, what path did they take?

Of all the Fertile Crescent, Canaan was the poorest part. There was a road in Egypt that started in On, west of the Sinai and east of the Nile. That road was called the Via Mares by the Romans because it went “by the sea.” It followed the coast of the Mediterranean up until it joined another road, the King’s Highway, which went by the Dead Sea, the Jordan River and east of the Sea of Galilee. Those two highways joined and went up through Damascus into Syria where the road branched. One branch followed around to the north and the other was more directly to the east. They came together again along the Euphrates and went down to Babylon and Ur.

Nineveh and Haran were north and northeast of these roads.

Genesis 10
Genesis 10:1 Now these are the records of the generations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah; and sons were born to them after the flood.
A key repeated phrase: “these are the generations of” begins in Genesis 2:4 with “these are the generations of the heavens and the earth in the day that the LORD God made them,” and continues in Genesis 5: “These are the generations of Adam”. In Genesis 6 it is “the generations of Noah.” Now in Genesis 10 we come to “the records of the generations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah.”
Genesis 10:2a The sons of Japheth were Gomer and Magog…

When you see names like this know that what seems to be so boring to read has such significance in the Word of God. Remember Genesis is the seed bed of truth. It is the “bereshith” the Book of Beginnings. Here we find the beginnings of the nations. We find those who are going to be born from Shem, Ham and Japheth. These people become people groups.

How important it is for you to study the Word of God and realize that there is not one word in it that is unnecessary? God has put every one in for a purpose. There is a big purpose that he wants to accomplish for us in knowing Him, understanding Him and His ways. Not only that but He wants you to understand the future. Genesis 10-11 gives you a glimpse into the future as you see what happens when people rise up who are determined to make a name for themselves—so determined that they don’t listen to God. They are set on one purpose that they are going to accomplish no matter what—except the one thing they forgot is that there is a God in heaven who rules over all, who purposes and says that what He purposes will surely come to pass. He makes plans that no man can thwart. In Genesis 11 men gathered together to say, “We don’t want to obey God. Let us make a name for ourselves.” Who were these people?
Genesis 10:2-3 The sons of Japheth were Gomer and Magog and Madai and Javan and Tubal and Meshech and Tiras. The sons of Gomer were Ashkenaz and Riphath and Togarmath.
Ezekiel 38:1-3 And the word of the LORD came to me saying, “Son of man, set your face toward Gog of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal, and prophesy against him, and say, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshech, and Tubal.
If you’ve studied Genesis and observed it carefully these things will connect: These are the sons of Japheth. Then you will see:
Genesis 10:5 From these the coastlands of the nations were separated into their lands, every one according to his language, according to their families, into their nations.
Remember this: Genesis 10 is giving you the big picture. It says people were separated into their languages yet Genesis 11:1 says, “Everyone spoke the same language,” so Genesis 10 is an overview of the generations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 
When the men divided, Japheth went in the direction of modern-day Turkey. Thus you would find Gog and Magog in this area. In Ezekiel 38 these countries, which are north of Israel, are going to come down against Israel. That is still future to us. They will come down to take a spoil because they want to make a name for themselves. They don’t believe the Word of God or honor the fact that Israel belongs to God’s people. When they come down to make a name for themselves God will open up the heavens, bring down hailstones and wipe out those armies so badly that it will take seven months to bury the dead. They will use their leftover weapons for fuel for seven full years.

What about Gomer?

Ezekiel 38:4-6 “And I will turn you about, and put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you (all the countries just named) out, and all your army, horses and horsemen, all of them splendidly attired, a great company with buckler and shield, all of them wielding swords; Persia, Ethiopia, and Put with them, all of them with shield and helmet; Gomer with all its troops;
Genesis 10 shows the cradle of civilization and is the beginning of the nations. This is the introduction to them, then throughout the Word of God you learn more about them.

Genesis 10:6-7 And the sons of Ham were Cush and Mizraim and Put and Canaan. And the sons of Cush were Seba and Havilah and Sabtah and Raamah and Sabteca; and the sons of Raamah were Sheba and Dedan.

Genesis 10:8 Now Cush became the father of Nimrod; he became a mighty one on the earth.
The tense of the verb “became” means “he began to become”. Nimrod “started to become a mighty one on the earth.” This is significant. The seedbed of truth here in Genesis takes us all the way to the book of Revelation, past our time into the future of our days to give us insight into what’s going to happen in the future.
In Genesis 10:8 Nimrod starts to become a mighty hunter. In verse 9 he is a mighty hunter before the Lord. “Before the LORD” means “in the face of the LORD.” It could mean that he literally stands before the LORD or it could mean he stands in the LORD’s face. Because of the context, and in the way “before” is used, scholars believe this means “against the Lord”, or “I’m going to get in your face.” It’s an in-your-face attitude.

Genesis 10:9a He was a mighty hunter before the LORD; therefore it is said, “Like Nimrod… 
He’s made a name for himself. Others are saying, “He’s like Nimrod, a mighty hunter. You know Nimrod—I have his autograph.”

Genesis 10:9b-10 …a mighty hunter before the LORD.” The beginning of his kingdom was Babel and Erech and Accad and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.
The beginning of Nimrod’s kingdom, therefore, was Babylon in the land of Shinar.

Genesis 10:11 From that land he went forth into Assyria, and built Nineveh and Rehoboth-Ir and Calah,
Archeological digs in Calah have found that it was named the “City of Nimrod”. Nimrod starts his kingdom in Babylon—he is going to build his kingdom. He’s a mighty hunter before the Lord. He’s going to make a name for himself. From Babylon he travels up the Tigris River to Assyria to start Nineveh, a major city. (Nineveh is first mentioned here but this is where God sent Jonah because these were a fierce, mean people that God was planning to destroy.) These were people out to make a name for themselves. They exalted themselves against God. They thought that they could do it without Him and could ignore Him. God said, “No, you can’t. I’m God and you’re man. I’m the God of the nations. I spared you even though your heart was evil. But I have given you a command that you are to multiply and scatter to fill the earth.” How do they respond? “No. We’ll make a name for ourselves.”
Remember when Noah got drunk and lied on the floor stark naked. Ham went in, saw his dad lying on the floor, began to laugh and snicker. He called his brothers to come and see but his brothers feared and honored their father. Instead of going into the room front on to see their naked father drunk and lying on the floor, they covered themselves, walked backwards into the room and dropped the cover over their father.

Genesis 9:24-25 When Noah awoke from his wine, he knew what his youngest son had done to him. So he said, “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants he shall be to his brothers.”
Genesis 10:15-19 Canaan became the father of Sidon, his firstborn, and Heth and the Jebusite and the Amorite and the Girgashite and the Hivite and the Arkite and the Sinite and the Arvadite and the Zemarite and the Hamathite; and afterward the families of the Canaanite were spread abroad. The territory of the Canaanite extended from Sidon as you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; as you go toward Sodom and Gomorrah and Admah and Zeboiim, as far as Lasha.
Sidon is north of Tyre; both sit on the coast of the Mediterranean in Lebanon. Gaza is near its modern-day location. Gerar is in modern-day Jordan. This passage, then, lays out the boundaries of Canaan. This is significant in the second segment of Genesis because it tells us about all the ‘-ites’ in the land of Canaan—a land that will be given to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as an everlasting possession.
Genesis 9:25-27 So he said, “Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants he shall be to his brothers.” He also said, “Blessed be the LORD, the God of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant. May God enlarge Japheth, and let him dwell in the tents of Shem; and let Canaan be his servant.” 
Therefore, there was a curse that was passed on. That curse was not on Ham. People say the curse was on Ham and therefore it came on all the black people. That is mishandling the Word of God and comes from not studying it. Ham goes down into Egypt in northern Africa. Canaan goes into the area of Israel. That’s where the curse is and those people are not black-skinned but lighter. It is important to know this. 
After listing the sons of Ham and Japheth comes the genealogy of the sons of Shem.

Genesis 10:21-22 Also to Shem, the father of all the children of Eber, and the older brother of Japheth, children were born. The sons of Sehm were Elam and Asshur and Arpachshad and Lud and Aram.
Genesis 10:25 And two sons were born to Eber; the name of the one was Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided; and his brother’s name was Joktan. 
There are varied schools of thought of what this means: “In the days of Peleg was the earth physically divided.” 
· Some believe that this is where the continents come from—as a result of the aftermath of the Flood the continents were divided. 
· Others believe that the continents came during division in the Flood and the way that people went from one continent to another was through bridging during the Ice Age. 
· Still others believe it means that the dividing was according to the languages. 

Genesis 10:32 These are the families of the sons of Noah, according to their genealogies, by their nations; and out of these the nations were separated on the earth after the flood.

If you could trace your genealogy back far enough you would trace it back to either Shem, Ham, or Japheth.
In Genesis 10 Nimrod was introduced—a mighty hunter before the Lord, a man building for himself a kingdom. He built Babylon. From there he moved up to Nineveh in Assyria.

Genesis 11

This chapter focuses back to the earth before the division into nations and another genealogy is given through another son of Shem.
Genesis 11:1-4 Now the whole earth used the same language and the same words. And it came about as they journeyed east, that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and settled there. And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks and burn them thoroughly.” And they used brick for stone, and they used tar for mortar. They said, “Come, let us build for ourselves a city, and a tower whose top will reach into heaven, and let us make for ourselves a name, (Why do they want to make a name for themselves? The word for “name” in Hebrew there is “sem” or “shem”.) …otherwise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the whole earth.”
 
“We’re going to build a city and a tower whose top reaches into the heavens.” (Some believe this might have been a ziggurat which had stars on top and the astrology that goes with all of that.) We know that there is rebellion here. There is no submission to God because the statement is made: “Lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the earth.”

Genesis 9:7 “As for you, be fruitful and multiply; populate the earth abundantly and multiply in it.”
They understood that they were to “populate the earth abundantly and multiply in it.” They weren’t to stay in one place. God knew this was going on because He knows everything about the nations. In fact, the nations are so important that Kay marks it in a special way: 

(Kay marks “nations” and “Gentile” by coloring it in green and underlining it in brown.

Genesis 11:5-7 And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower which the sons of men had built. And the LORD said, “Behold, they are one people, and they all have the same language. And this is what they began to do, and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible for them. “Come, let Us go down there and confuse their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.”
God doesn’t want them to understand one another’s speech because man was created in the image of God so is incredibly capable. Man is an awesome creation with a fantastic mind and incredible abilities. Alone he’s not much but put him with other people and they can pool their understanding, knowledge, insights, capabilities. Because people can communicate or talk about it, nothing we want to do is impossible. 
Just think about all the progress made in your lifetime. Kay is 66 and remembers the day that television came out. Her husband is 73 and remembers listening to a radio in a bowl so that they could understand it. Just in our lifetime we’ve walked on the moon and gone into space. There’s the Internet. Television is all over the world. What’s happened is that we have gotten back together. Knowledge has increased. Travel has increased. Now we can go to and fro. Because of this nothing is impossible for what we want to do. We’re cloning animals these days. We’re on the brink of the coming of the Lord. We’re at the height of the pride of the nations that have made themselves a name. They are in the state mentioned in Psalm 2. This psalm has prophetic significance.

Psalm 2:1-6 Why are the nations in an uproar; and the peoples devising a vain thing? The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers take counsel together against the LORD and against His Anointed (His chosen one, Jesus, Messiah): “Let us tear their fetters apart, and cast away their cords from us!” He who sits in the heavens laughs, the Lord scoffs at them. Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His fury: “But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain.”
Do you know where the genealogy of Mary, the mother of Jesus, will come from? It comes from Shem because Terah comes from Shem and Abraham comes from Terah. From Abraham comes blessing to all the nations of the earth.

Psalm 2:6-8 “But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain. I will surely tell of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, ‘Thou art My Son, today I have begotten Thee. Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Thine inheritance,…
God is about to do that. Babylon has something to do with it. When you know the roots, which now you do, every time you see Iraq on a map, or the Euphrates River or the Tigris River, remember that this cradle of civilization—this Fertile Crescent—was the beginning. This was where the light was. Out there in the other parts of the world was darkness. This was the beginning of strong civilization. All the world will focus back on this area and look again toward Babylon because this was where it began and this is where it will end when Jesus Christ returns. 
What role does Babylon play in that? All throughout the Scriptures Babylon is an enemy. In Isaiah there is a taunt against the ruler of Babylon. Isaiah gives the context of when this taunt was sung, which was while Jacob was in his land and strangers like Canaan were serving Israel. It was in a day when Israel was recognized as God’s chosen people, the Lord’s inheritance.
Isaiah 14:4 That you will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon, and say, “How the oppressor has ceased, and how fury has ceased!”
This seed in Babylon that was determined to make a name for themselves, that was determined to build a city, that was going to start a kingdom, that was against God and refused to obey Him, will be brought low and so will its king.

Isaiah 14:11-14 “‘Your pomp and the music of your harps have been brought down to Sheol; maggots are spread out as your bed beneath you, and worms are your covering.’ How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, you who have weakened the nations! (You’ve heard this before in regard to Satan. Kay believes that Satan is behind the king of Babylon.) But you said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly in the recesses of the north. I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’”
This is what the antichrist will do in the last days. He is also called “the man of lawlessness” and “the beast” in Revelation where Babylon is mentioned again.
Revelation 17:3-5 And he carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness; and I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast, full of blasphemous names, (She is blaspheming. This is the name she adopted—a name that blasphemes God.) having seven heads and ten horns. And the woman was clothed in purple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious stones and pearls, having in her hand a gold cup full of abominations and of the unclean things of her immorality, and upon her forehead a name was written, a mystery, “BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.”
Where did it all start and why is it important to know Genesis? It starts in the land of Shinar. Wanting to make a name for yourself is wickedness. 
The prophet Zechariah sees an ephah in Zechariah 5. It has a lead lid on it.
Zechariah 5:6-11 I said, “What is it?” And he said, “This is the ephah going forth.” Again he said, “This is their appearance in all the land (and behold, a lead cover was lifted up); and this is a woman sitting inside the ephah.” Then he said, “This is Wickedness!” And he threw her down into the middle of the ephah and cast the lead weight on its opening. Then I lifted up my eyes and looked, and there two women were coming out with the wind in their wings; and they had wings like the wings of a stork, and they lifted up the ephah between the earth and the heavens. I said to the angel who was speaking with me, “Where are they taking the ephah?” then he said to me, “To build a temple for her in the land of Shinar; and when it is prepared, she will be set there on her own pedestal.”
The city that was built by Nimrod, the beginning of his kingdom and where he gathered all the others in rebellion against God, is a city that will play a role in the final days. Keep your eyes on Iraq and on Babylon. You watch. It will be rebuilt.

Revelation 17:16-17 “And the ten horns which you saw, and the beast, these will hate the harlot and will make her desolate and naked, and will eat her flesh and will burn her up with fire. For God has put it in their hearts to execute His purpose by having a common purpose, and by giving their kingdom to the beast, until the words of God should be fulfilled.”
Men bent on being in opposition to God by building their own kingdom and ruling the earth, had a common purpose. It looked like nothing could be done but once again the God of heaven came down to the plains of Shinar to the city called Babylon, to the tower that would reach to heaven, and confused their language and scattered them across the earth in order to accomplish His purpose. That same God is going to come again. He said, “Let Us go down.” He says, “I have installed my King upon My holy mountain. The King’s name is Jesus and He is going to come again. Babylon will be destroyed and the nations of this earth will be wiped out and Jesus will reign as King of kings.

Revelation 17:18 “The woman whom you saw is the great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth.”
But only until God comes down. Then Jesus becomes the King of kings. Whose name are you going to exalt in? Whose name is important to you—your own or His? Know this: It needs to be His because someday:

Philippians 2:10a, 11 At the name of Jesus every knee will bow,… and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
From these nations came Shem, Ham, and Japheth. From Shem came Abraham then Isaac then Jacob and eventually Judah, David and then came the one who is the Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ. What are we to do? Recognize that He is the Son of God who died on the cross for you so that you, who are a nobody, might become a somebody and that you might become a son of God. He died on that cross. He was buried. But He was raised again from the dead. He says to you, “You want a new beginning? I’ll make you a new creature in Christ Jesus and you’ll become an overcomer over the world and the nations. And someday I’ll give you a stone with a new name that nobody knows.” You will have a brand new life living with Him who reigns over all the kings of the earth.
