Precept Ministries

Genesis Part II – Lesson 2

God is God: Bow the Knee
PAGE  
2

Do you feel like you’re caught between a rock and a hard place? Do you feel confused or find yourself in a dilemma? Maybe something you expected God to come through with has not happened. Maybe you feel like you’re in darkness, groping and despairing, but don’t know which way to turn. 
There’s one way to turn and that’s to your knees. Bow the knee before God and say, “God, you are God. The Bible is your book. I’m confused, I’m in a dilemma. I don’t know what’s happening or which way to turn, but I know this book has the answers. God, I bow my knee. Now speak to me.”

Luke 24 talks about two men in a dilemma. They were very confused by what was happening because they had put their hope in Jesus Christ. They thought that He was the Messiah, the Promised One, the Anointed One. He was supposed to be the one to rescue them, to bring them out of this bondage in which they lived. And yet it all turned out a way that they didn’t expect. Luke 23 tells of the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Luke 24 begins with the resurrection of Jesus and the account that He appeared to the women. But now there are two men who have been there, have seen the empty tomb, and are still in a dilemma.

Luke 24:13 And behold, two of them were going that very day to a village named Emmaus, which was about seven miles from Jerusalem. 
When Kay was in Israel, it was awesome to her to go out of Jerusalem toward Tel Aviv and know that this is the way to Emmaus. It’s a real place where these things actually happened. 

Luke 24:14-15 And they were conversing with each other about all these things which had taken place. And it came about that while they were conversing and discussing, Jesus Himself approached, and began traveling with them. 
This would be common. You’re walking along the road when someone else comes along. You walk, you talk, you converse. You have time so you share and talk about the events of the day.

Luke 24:16 But their eyes were prevented from recognizing Him. 
It’s so awesome to think that here’s Jesus, the One whom they have followed, believed in, and have heard was raised from the dead, now walking beside them. They can’t see it. They really don’t understand who this is because God has prevented their eyes from recognizing Him. It’s almost like there’s a veil over their eyes so they can’t see.
Luke 24:17 And He said to them, “What are these words that you are exchanging with one another as you are walking?” And they stood still, looking sad. 
They just stopped on this road, looking sad, incredulous.

Luke 24:18 One of them, named Cleopas, answered and said to Him, “Are You the only one visiting Jerusalem and unaware of the things which have happened here in these days?” 
They were the feasts of Passover, of unleavened bread, of first fruits—three feasts put together. All Jews 20 years old and older were required to come to Jerusalem. The city was teeming. They weren’t in other places but in Jerusalem because it was the feast and the feast was not yet over. It was that Feast of Unleavened Bread that was part of Pesach, Passover, and it lasted seven days. So they say to Jesus, “Are you the only one in Jerusalem that doesn’t know what’s going on?”

Luke 24:19-27 And He said to them, “What things?” And they said to Him, “The things about Jesus the Nazarene, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word in the sight of God and all the people, and how the chief priests and our rulers delivered Him up to the sentence of death, and crucified Him. “But we were hoping that it was He who was going to redeem Israel. Indeed, besides all this, it is the third day since these things happened. But also some women among us amazed us. When they were at the tomb early in the morning, and did not find His body, they came, saying that they had also seen a vision of angels, who said that He was alive. And some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just exactly as the women also had said; but Him they did not see.” And He said to them, “O foolish men and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary for the Christ (Messiah, Anointed One, the Promised One) to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 
What a walk that must have been. Here they are: Grieved, between a rock and a hard place, confused, troubled because it didn’t turn out the way they thought it ought to. Now here is a man—they don’t know his name or who he is—who has said, “You’re foolish. You’re slow of heart because you have not believed all that was written in the prophets: Moses and the others.” So Jesus begins with Moses. Therefore, He begins with Genesis because there are five books of the Bible that belong to Moses, that Moses authored. He wrote about events that he never saw but God led him to write about them. God, so to speak, dictated to him so that he could write down words of truth. Jesus Christ believed these words of truth. They told that the Christ would be born, die, and be buried. 
“So beginning with Moses and the prophets He explained to them all those things concerning Him.” What a walk that must have been! What a revelation that must have been. Before he ever takes the veil off their eyes to see that it’s Him explaining things to them, He first explains the truth to them, then He lets them see who’s telling them the truth.
Luke 24:26-27 Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” And beginning with Moses and with all the prophets, He explained to them the things concerning Himself in all the Scriptures. 
Jesus begins in Genesis. As you study Genesis 3-11, watch for Christ. See where He is. See Him in the shadows that He casts down through the ages to this ancient book that tells us of our beginnings.

Luke 24:28-32 And they approached the village where they were going, and He acted as though He were going farther. But they urged Him, saying, “Stay with us, for it is getting toward evening, and the day is now nearly over.” So He went in to stay with them. When He had reclined at the table with them, He took the bread and blessed it, and breaking it, He began giving it to them. And their eyes were opened and they recognized Him; and He vanished from their sight. And they said to one another, “Were not our hearts burning within us while He was speaking to us on the road, while He was explaining the Scriptures to us?” 
Whenever you open the word of God, bow the knee and say, “You’re God. This is Your book and I need to understand it.” Bow the knee. Ask Him to explain the Scriptures to you.
Luke 24:33-38 And they got up that very hour and returned to Jerusalem, and found gathered together the eleven and those who were with them, saying, “The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon.” They began to relate their experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread. While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be to you.” But they were startled and frightened and thought that they were seeing a spirit. And He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 
You’re between a rock and a hard place, confused, in a dilemma. Why are you troubled?
Luke 24:38-45 “See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself; touch Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when He had said this, He showed them His hands and His feet. While they still could not believe it because of their joy and amazement, He said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave Him a piece of a broiled fish; and He took it and ate it before them. Now He said to them, “These are My words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things which are written about Me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be fulfilled.” Then He opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 
Every time you approach the Bible you must ask God to open your mind so that you might understand these Scriptures. You need to know that these are God’s words.

You see what Jesus said in Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. In John 5 you have that awesome discourse where Jesus showed Himself to be one with the Father and showed His dependence on the Father. This is the passage where He says, “I don’t do anything apart from the Father. The words I speak are the Father’s words. The works I do are the Father’s works.

John 5:16-18 For this reason, the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because He was doing these things on the Sabbath. (He had just healed a man.) But He answered them, “My Father is working until now, and I Myself am working.” For this cause therefore the Jews were seeking all the more to kill Him, because He not only was breaking the Sabbath, but also was calling God His own Father, making Himself equal with God. 

Now listen to the One who is equal to God:

John 5:39-46 “You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me so that you may have life. I do not receive glory from men; but I know you that you do not have the love of God in yourselves. I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his own name, you will receive him. How can you believe, when you receive glory from one another and you do not seek the glory that is from the one and only God? Do not think that I will accuse you before the Father; the one who accuses you is Moses, in whom you have set your hope. For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me, for he wrote of Me. 
When we begin to study Genesis we can know that Moses wrote of Jesus.

John 5:47 “But if you do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?” 
That’s the challenge. We’re about to study one book out of 66. The Bible is a big book. It’s the word of God, not man’s book. It was recorded by man but it was not authored by man. It was authored by God. When you study the book of Genesis you must know that if you’re going to believe Jesus then you’re going to believe Moses. If you don’t believe Jesus then you don’t believe Moses because Jesus and the gospels are not isolated from Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy—the Torah. The gospel is not isolated from the Prophets or the Writings. It’s part of it—an integral whole. That’s what we’re going to study. From Genesis we’ll go throughout the Scriptures to see the truths that God has laid down for us in this book of beginnings.
Peter is getting ready to die. He knows that the time of his death has arrived. He’s writing these things because he wants to remind people of certain truths.

2 Peter 1:19a So we have the prophetic word made more sure, 

“I saw Jesus. I saw Him transfigured,” is what he’s saying. The Bible is the prophetic word that is made “more sure” than what you would see in a vision or a dream, or what you would even learn from the appearance of Jesus Christ before your eyes. This Bible is “more sure.”

2 Peter 1:19b-20 …to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts. But know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 
It is not of one’s own devising. When you open up the Bible it’s not what some man decided to write independent of God.

2 Peter 1:21 for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, It was not an act of human will what Amos or Joel set down, or Moses wrote what he wrote. …but men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God. 
What we need to see is that either the Bible is accurate and trustworthy in all of its parts, or it’s a book filled with errors. It is either a book written by God or it’s a book tampered with by men. What you believe about this book really boils down to a matter of faith. Either you take God at His word, or you’re going to take man at his word. Bow the knee and take God at His word. Don’t play the fool and think that this is not the word of God, otherwise you won’t have the answer to your dilemmas. You’re going to stay caught between a rock and a hard place, walking around confused because you won’t know where you’re going. You won’t know or understand what life is all about. You won’t understand how to get out of this dilemma of sin, or the confusion of all these different voices in the world if you don’t understand that this is the word of God.
The Bible is made up of 66 different books but it’s one book. It was written by over 40 men over a period of 1400-1800 years. If you have an Inductive Study Bible all this information is in the back so you can understand how we got this Bible. The Old Testament was written in Hebrew and Aramaic and translated into the koine Greek around 250-100 B.C. It was translated by 70 men and is called the Septuagint, the LXX. Anytime you read a commentary that refers to the LXX you know they’re referring to the Septuagint. Koine Greek was the popular language in the time of Jesus Christ, but He spoke Aramaic as did many of the people in Israel. There are some Aramaic words in the New Testament but it’s primarily koine Greek. The Old Testament consists of three things: 
1. The Law—Torah

2. The Prophets—Nebi’im

3. The Writings—Kethubim

What the Jews call their Bible goes through the book of Malachi. If that was all that they had—they didn’t have the New Testament—could they still see Jesus? Yes, because of what He said: “If you believe Moses then you’re going to believe Me.” If you know what Moses and what the Prophets say and what the writings say, they all point to Jesus. When we study the word of God we need to know and understand the Old Testament. It’s the foundation. That’s what the New Testament is built on. If you want to appreciate the New Testament you’ve got to go back to the roots of the Old Testament. 
The very foundation of the Old Testament is the book of Genesis where you learn about Messiah. You learn awesome things: Salvation, the nations, God’s love in bringing salvation and His wrath in judging sin. To neglect this book or to not believe this book is to put a crack in your foundation. It is to pull out the rug from under your feet and leave you, not on your knees where you are able to hear Him, but flat on your face in the mud and muck of man’s interpretation and understanding of this book. So if you want to know God, if you want to know the way to get out of that dilemma, from between that rock and that hard place. You need to ask God to open the eyes of your understanding as He begins with you at the beginning in the book of Moses and explains to you all things concerning Him, Messiah, the precious promised One who is coming to deliver us from our sins, whose death and resurrection and glory are recorded in the Old Testament.
Genesis takes you back to the very beginning when there was nothing but God. There you see Him as the Creator.

A key repeated phrase used throughout this book is found in Genesis 2:4.

Genesis 2:4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, in the day that the LORD God made earth and heaven. 
When it says “This is the account” literally in Hebrew the phrase is, “These are the generations (toledoth).” All the way through the book of Genesis you see this word “generations.” It begins with the generation, the beginning, the account of the heavens and the earth where man is going to live. Who is the one who brings this into being? God. Who is God? He was there in the beginning, therefore He has always been. He is the Alpha and the Omega (the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.) 

Revelation 1:8 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is (He’s always been) and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.” 
He’s there, eternal, and Creator. You need to recognize that this is God. He has always been. He has always been God; will always be God. There is no other. If He has always been, was there in the beginning, has always been God, there will be none other but Him, and He will always remain God, then what are we to do? Bow the knee to the One who was there in the beginning and is the Creator.
If God was there in the beginning then everything is contained within Him and sustained by Him. If that everything includes you, and it does, then you are part of a plan. You are a participator in the cosmos and in this plan of God’s. You were created by Him and for Him and must choose whether you ever live for Him or not. If you decide to live against Him or opposed to Him or to come as a rebel against the truth of this word of God and say that it is not true (whether evil or good, you were created by Him and for Him), then you missed what He had for you. It is your fault and you will be held accountable to Him because He is the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. We will be held accountable for the one thing He has given us directly from heaven and is here for all time—the word of God that lives and abides forever which will never be altered or taken away. We are going to be judged according to the words in this book. You’ve made a wise choice to study the word of God.

Because God is the Creator, you were created for His pleasure.

Genesis 1:26a Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness;
Revelation 4:11 (Angelic beings are speaking) “Worthy art Thou, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for Thou didst create all things, and because of Thy will they existed, and were created.” 
What was created was created according to the will of God and for God. “Will” is “Thelema”. The “ma” suffix indicates that it’s the result of His will. You were created as a result of His will therefore you are not an accident. You have a purpose. You have dignity as a man or woman. You are not something that evolved but a special creation from God. You understand that from Genesis Part 1. God created you in His image so you are to walk in humility. Remember this: 

Psalm 139:13-16 For you formed my inward parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. I will give thinks to You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; wonderful are Your works, and my soul knows it very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the depths of the earth; Your eyes have seen my unformed substance; and in You book were all written the days that were ordained for me, when as yet there was not one of them.
Job 14:5 “Since his days are determined (referring to man), the number of his months is with Thee (God), and his limits Thou hast set so that he cannot pass.
This parallels Psalm 139:16. God has determined your days. The number of your months is with God. He has set your limits. You cannot pass, or stay alive, a day longer than what God ordained, nor can you die a day sooner than what God has ordained. He is the Creator. He numbered your days. He alone gives you breath.

Job 12:9-10 “Who among all these does not know that the hand of the LORD has done this, in whose hand is the life of every living thing, and the breath of all mankind.” 
He is the Creator. He created you man; He did not create you God. You need to remember this. There is only one who is God and it is not you. The minute you put yourself in authority over his word and refuse to bow the knee or refuse to believe what God says and walk according to what God has said, you have put yourself in the place of God. You have sat in judgment upon the word of God and the truth of God. You have said that this book contains lies and errors that you are not going to buy or believe. You have put yourself in the place of God. 
In Acts 14:8-11, God heals a man listening as Paul speaks. Men are enraptured by what they see when this man, who had never walked, is healed by Paul. The men come running to him and say:

Acts 14:11-15 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they raised their voice, saying in the Lycaonian language, “The gods have become like men and have come down to us.” And they began calling Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief speaker. The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just outside the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates, and wanted to offer sacrifice with the crowds. But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their robes and rushed out into the crowd, crying out and saying, “Men, why are you doing these things? We are also men of the same nature as you, and preach the gospel to you that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, “who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.” 

Paul and Barnabas believed that God is the Creator. They knew that there are no other gods. “You don’t bow down or worship anyone and you don’t worship us. We are mere men like you.  There is only one who is God and He is the Creator of the heavens and the earth.” Because of this we can walk in confidence. If you believe God is the author and Creator of it all who began it all, then in the time of trouble or need you can understand that God is God and there is nothing too difficult for Him.
Jeremiah knows that Israel is about to be destroyed. God has told him to buy some land which is a promise that God is going to bring them back to the land. God is talking about the destruction of Babylon that is yet to come in 586 B.C. When God tells him to do this, Jeremiah cries out, praying to the Lord saying, 

Jeremiah 32:17 ‘Ah Lord GOD! Behold, Thou hast made the heavens and the earth by Thy great power and by Thine outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for Thee.’ 
When you understand this, and this book, when you understand “in the beginning God”, then you understand that the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end, was there. He created you and brought everything into existence; He brought it in by the word of His power. He spoke and brought all things into existence so that we can bow the knee. We know that there is One and He is God. He reigns supreme. He was, He is, and He is to come. He encompasses you in all this. You are made by Him, created for Him to have purpose, dignity. You are man—but you are not God. You are to bow the knee and to worship Him and walk in this confidence.
Isaiah 51:12-13 “I , even I, am He who comforts you. (Where do you run when you need comfort? Confused? In a dilemma and you need answers?) Who are you that you are afraid of man who dies, and of the son of man who is made like grass: that you have forgotten the LORD your Maker; who stretched out the heavens, and laid the foundations of the earth; that you fear continually all day long because of the fury of the oppressor, as he makes ready to destroy? But where is the fury of the oppressor? 
Why? “Remember who I am! Go back to your roots. Go back to your foundation. Don’t be afraid—I’m God. I created it. I can take care of it because I’m God.”
In times of trouble, distress and confusion Isaiah 14 has brought Kay comfort. These are the verses that have held her and helped her:

Isaiah 14:24, 27 The LORD of hosts has sworn saying, “Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand, for the LORD of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?” 
He’s God. You bow the knee before God crying, “I’m a sinner.” You cry, “But God won’t hear me—I’m a sinner!” But that’s what Genesis is all about. Genesis explains how you became a sinner but also how you get out of being a sinner.

Walking Through Genesis

Kay wants to show God all the way through the book of Genesis

Genesis 1-2: The account of Creation with an overview in chapter 1 and details filled in in chapter 2. As you learn your origins, you see that He is the God of Creation so whenever you get in trouble, anxious or fearful, you bow the knee and say, “You’re God. You planned and it will come to pass. You purposed and no man can change or frustrate what You have purposed or planned. God spoke and it happened. God spoke and it was.
Genesis 3-5: The account of the fall of man. The fall of the man that God created from the dust of the earth. Here you see the integrity of God’s word because when God made and created man, He put man in a garden. He gave man a command:
Genesis 3:3 “God has said, ‘You shall not eat from [the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil] or touch it, or you will die.’” 
You see the integrity of God’s word. God means what He says. He is perspicuous. He stands by his word. It’s very clear and He expects us to understand and obey it. In Genesis 3-5 you see the consequences of not obeying His word and you see why you are a sinner and why you are locked into your humanity. In Genesis 5:1 you see that key repeated phrase again:
Genesis 5:1-3a This is the book of the generations of Adam. In the day when God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. He created them male and female, and He blessed them and named them Man in the day when they were created. When Adam had lived one hundred and thirty years, he became the father of a son in his own likeness;
“In his own likeness” means that we are born into sin. We are locked into our humanity—an identity with Adam. You’ll understand the ramifications of all that and see that there’s a way out. At the same time that you see man’s sin you see the promise of man’s redemption from sin. Then you bow the knee because you see He’s the God of salvation. In Genesis 1-2 He’s the God of creation. In Genesis 3-5, He’s the God of salvation and you see what the Bible is all about.
Genesis 6-9: The account of the Flood. In chapter 6, the flood’s coming. In chapter 7 the Flood’s here. In chapter 8 the Flood’s gone and in chapter 9 there’s a promise: no more flooding of the earth.

Genesis 6:9 (See another use of the key repeated phrase) These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God. 
In these chapters you see that God is a righteous judge between good and evil. He preserves the righteous but deals with and judges the unrighteous. There’s deliverance for the righteous and destruction for the unrighteous—a theme that runs throughout of the rest of the word of God. Remember, everything you see in Genesis is a seedbed of truth that will all come out more and more in the word of God.

To Review:
Genesis 1-2: You will see God constantly throughout the Old and New Testaments referring to the fact that He is the Creator and we are to bow the knee and trust Him. 
Genesis 3-5: The rest of the Bible talks about the fall of man and how man is redeemed from that fall; what happens when he’s not redeemed with the judgment that is to come which is seen in:

Genesis 6-9: There God tells about a judgment which He uses to describe even the coming of the Lord in 2 Peter 3.
Genesis 10-11: The nations of Shem, Ham and Japheth formed. These three men are the sons of Noah.

Genesis 10:1 Now these are the records of the generations of Shem, Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah; and sons were born to them after the flood. 
In v. 2 we learn of the sons of Japheth; in verse 6 the sons of Ham. In chapter 11, man is going to make for himself a name because he has forgotten that he is man and not God. 

In the midst of this chapter we have the records of the generations of Shem.
Genesis 11:10, 27 These are the records of the generations of Shem…. Now these are the records of the generations of Terah… 
Why does God take us from the generations of Shem to the generations of Terah, an offspring of Shem? Because this is where God begins a new nation. From Shem came Terah and from Terah came Abraham. From Abraham came a new nation, Israel. 

There’s a benefit from knowing the nations.

In Acts 17, Paul is speaking on Mars Hill in Athens. Here is what he says about God: 
Acts 17:26 “The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things; and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation. 
He’s the God of the nations. Bow the knees. He knows their habitations and when their borders change. He’s the One who has determined it all and understands. If we are going to walk in confidence it doesn’t matter what you see happening to all the nations. You need to understand that He is God of all the nations. As you read and go through the word of God, what you learn in Genesis is the seedbed for all you’re going to learn about the nations as you move through the Bible. 

(Kay always marks “the nations” by coloring it green and underlining in brown. She wants to know what God says about the nations.
Isaiah 13:1 The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw.
Isaiah 15:1a The oracle concerning Moab…
Isaiah 17:1a The oracle concerning Damascus…
Isaiah 19:1a The oracle concerning Egypt…
Isaiah 24:1-3 Behold, the LORD lays the earth waste, devastates it, distorts its surface and scatters its inhabitants. And the people will be like the priest, the servant like his master, the maid like her mistress, the buyer like the seller, the lender like the borrower, the creditor like the debtor. The earth will be completely laid waste and completely despoiled, for the LORD has spoken this word. 
He’s God over the nations. He has all these burdens. He’s God over the earth. “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof and He can do as He pleases.” What do you do? Bow the knee.

Psalm 2:1-6 Why are the nations in an uproar, and the peoples devising a vain thing? The kings of the earth take their stand, and the rulers take counsel together against the LORD and against His Anointed: “Let us tear their fetters apart, and cast away their cords from us!” He who sits in the heavens laughs, the LORD scoffs at them. Then He will speak to them in His anger and terrify them in His fury: “But as for Me, I have installed My King upon Zion, My holy mountain.” 
Psalm 2:8-12a “Ask of Me, and I will surely give the nations as Thine inheritance, and the very ends of the earth as Thy possession. Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron, Thou shalt shatter them like earthenware.” Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; take warning, O judges of the earth. Worship the LORD with reverence, and rejoice with trembling. Do homage to the Son, lest He become angry, and you perish in the way. 
We are to kiss the sun, bow the knee; He is God because He was there in the beginning. Not only was the Father and the Spirit there, but Colossians 1 tells us that the Lord was there.
Colossians 1:15-16 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things have been created through Him and for Him. 
So you bow the knee. No matter the confusion, the dilemma, whether you find yourself between a rock and a hard place, you bow the knee. You know that He is God. The Bible is His book and it has the answers to every situation of life. It begins with: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” It ends with: Revelation 22:20 “I am coming quickly.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. It begins with God and it ends with God so we need to bow the knee because He is the God of the nations. 
You will study chapters 12-50 but in chapters 1-11 there are four major events: Creation, the Fall, the Flood, the Nations—Shem, Ham, and Japheth, with the generations of Shem, the generations of Terah. From Terah comes Abraham.
The second part of Genesis involves four men: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph. In them you see that because He is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob we are to bow the knee. Salvation comes through the seed of Abraham. The seed of Abraham is the Messiah. The Messiah’s name is Jesus Christ. He is the One who was there with the Father in the beginning and created you for His pleasure. He’s the One who holds you, has a plan for you, has given you dignity, has given you a purpose. He has all the answers to every situation in life and to every dilemma. We need to bow the knee. We need to know that we, through faith, are part of the seed of Abraham. He’s not finished with Israel, and all He’s doing there testifies to the veracity of this book of beginnings when He had a man come from Shem by the name of Abraham whom He called out of the Ur of the Chaldees. He made a covenant with him that promised a seed. That seed is Christ. He promised him a land forever and that land is Israel. It belongs to the Jews. God is not through with Israel because the Bible is true and a deliverer is going to come out of Zion to rescue Israel even as He has rescued us. We will look at why we need rescuing next week as we look at Genesis 3.
