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Genesis Part II – Lesson 3

The Fall and Sin—Genesis 3:1-13
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Have you ever blown it? Have you ever messed up so badly that your life looks so tangled up that you’ve wondered how you will ever straighten it out? Have you blown it or messed up so badly that the implications of what you’ve done have gone so far beyond where you thought they would go? Now you look at the effects of your failure—your sin—and you despair. You think, “How could this happen? Why did this happen? How did I allow it to go so far?” Kay understands; she’s been there, done that. She wants to take you to the Garden of Eden. In that paradise of God you’ll understand exactly what happened to you. You’ll eventually understand (not in this session) how to get that mess untangled because that’s what the Bible is all about.

We’re going to take a look at what happened in the Garden of Eden and why it happened. Kay will share some precepts of life that will help you, not only in dealing with temptation and your desires, but it will also help you help others. These are things that God is giving you. It’s no accident that you’re reading these notes. With these lessons you’ll be able to entrust to others these things. You need to teach your children and grandchildren and to explain to your friends. Before you do you have to understand them for yourself. Some of you have not ever read Genesis. For some of you, it’s been a long time. Whether you’ve just finished looking at it or have never read it before, it bears repeating. Scripture always bears repeating. 

(If you have a red pen, draw a pitchfork over every reference to the serpent and every pronoun that goes with him. This is the way Kay marks every reference to the devil, demons, or evil spirits in the Bible.
(Then draw a tombstone in black over every reference to the word “die” or “death”.
Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he ((mark “he” here with a red pitchfork) said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 

The serpent’s first words weren’t “How are you, Eve? Isn’t this a lovely day?” but: “Indeed has God said ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the garden’?”

Genesis 3:2-6 The woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; but from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it or touch it, lest you die ((mark with a black tombstone).’” And the serpent ((again, mark it) said to the woman, “You surely shall not die! For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 
(“Then” (Gen 3:7) is a time phrase that tells you a sequence of events. When Kay comes to a time phrase (as in “day” in vs. 5 and 7) Kay draws a little green alarm clock. 

Genesis 3:7-8 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loin coverings. They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
They hear God coming so now they hide themselves among the trees of the Garden. How foolish to think they can hide from God but they do.
Genesis 3:9-13 Then the LORD God called to the man, and said to him, “Where are you?” He said, “I heard the sound of Thee  in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid myself.” And He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” The man said, “The woman whom Thou gavest to be with me, she gave me from the tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
What happened? What is recorded in this chapter is the second most important event in the word of God, next to Creation. Why is it second most important? Because this is an event that colors the rest of the word of God and sets a pattern for all that is going to follow. It is an event when you sin. When you don’t obey or listen to God, when you see, desire, take or do something you shouldn’t, it’s an event called “sin”. It is an event that colors the rest of your life. It sets a pattern; it sets the stage. 

Sin is always a toll road.

It may be shorter; it may be quicker, but it costs you to travel on it.
The remainder of the word of God, from Genesis 4 on, is colored by the events in chapter 3. The rest of the Bible is an account of man’s repeated sin, the weakness and sinfulness of man’s flesh. But there is also the good news of salvation. When Kay stopped reading this passage in Genesis, she stopped short. She gave the Scriptures on sin but didn’t give the promise of salvation in this chapter. She will do that in the lessons that follow. In this lesson, we need to understand sin.
We live in a society that is amoral—without morals. We are without absolutes. Anything goes. There is no right or wrong. We live in a day and age of tolerance where we are told, “You have no right to say that homosexuality, adultery, abortion or stealing are wrong. You are judging and setting yourself up as a judge. Every person has to determine what is right. If you think homosexuality is wrong, then you are intolerant and we will not tolerate you.” So it’s an age that calls for tolerance but has no tolerance for those who disagree with what they want.

This is a very important chapter and Genesis 3:1-13 are extremely significant. You need to understand them.
From Genesis 4 on is an account of man’s sin and salvation,
but it is also an account of God’s just judgment and redemption.
That’s what the rest of the Bible is about from man’s perspective. It is about God’s just judgment of sin and His gracious redemption of man. The word “sin” is not used in Genesis, yet Kay keeps referring to sin in this passage. 

(If the word “sin” had been there, Kay would have had you mark it.

Although the word “sin” is not there, the act of sin is described. You can see it by its description and this description defines it. There are other Scriptures that show what God says is sin. You may not agree with them, but it does not alter the fact that there’s a God in heaven who created you, put you on the face of this earth and who holds your breath in His hands who has told you to walk in His way and that if you don’t there are consequences to disobedience. 
Scriptures That Define Sin
What does the Bible say is sin? The following are critical verses that you want to teach to your children and memorize. Hide them in your heart.
1. 1 John 3:4 Everyone who practices sin ((color “sin” black or brown) also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness. 
Did Eve have a law from God? Yes: They were not to eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. The event that happens in Genesis 3 affects the nations later. Adam and Eve were prepared for it ahead of time because in Genesis 2 God laid down a law. A law is a principle or a command.
Genesis 2:15-17a Then the LORD God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but (contrast) from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat…”
(Underline “not eat”
“You can eat from any tree of the garden but one. That one you cannot eat from.” That one, we know, was in the midst of the garden and was the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Not only did He say, “You shall not eat from it,” not only did He give them a command, but He told them the consequences of disobeying that command. 
Genesis 2:17b (God is speaking to the man) “For in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die.” Here is the command. Sin is lawlessness.
2. Romans 14:22-23 The faith which you have, have as your own conviction before God. (Paul is talking to Christians who have their own convictions about what is right or wrong, to Jews who have come out of the law having come to know Christ, and Gentiles who have freedom because they were never under the law) Happy is he who does not condemn himself in what he approves. (There is a real happiness, peacefulness, serenity when there is no condemnation or guilt coming from inside you. That’s why many of you don’t enjoy chocolate when you eat it because you know you shouldn’t be eating it!) But he who doubts is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; (This refers to whether or not to eat meat because it might have been offered to an idol.) and whatever is not from faith is sin. 
What is sin? Whatever is not of faith. What is faith? It is taking someone at their word. Faith is believing something. Belief and faith are synonymous. They are the same Greek word. If God tells you something and you go against what He says, you are not taking God at His word. You’re not believing Him, therefore you are sinning. Did Eve do that? Yes. Did she know what God told her about the tree? Yes, she knew that she was not to eat of it. What she said was a little skewed but she knew she was not to eat of that tree. So she acted against faith. She didn’t take God at His word so she sinned. She broke the law. 
3. 1 John 5:17 All unrighteousness is sin, and there is a sin not leading to death. 
John is talking here about physical, literal death. What is unrighteousness? It means you didn’t do what you should have. What is right? God. What God says is right because there is no unrighteousness in God. God cannot say anything wrong because He’s God. Because He has always been, and brought the world into existence, because He’s the one who formed us, gave us life, breathed into us the breath of life, He has dominion over us. We are His creation. He said to Adam and Eve, “You can eat of any tree of the garden but you cannot eat of this tree. The day you eat of it, you shall surely die.” To do what is right is to not eat of the fruit of the tree. To be unrighteous is to take it and eat it in rebellion to God. It’s doing what’s not right—not what’s not right in your own eyes, but what’s not right in God’s eyes. This is sin. If unrighteous-ness is sin, how important it is for us to understand what God says is right and what He says is wrong. What are the parameters that God lays out for our lives? The one and only parameter that He gave Adam and Eve was this: “You can eat of any tree in this garden except for one: The tree of the knowledge of good and evil. You are not to eat it. If you do, these are the consequences.”
4. James 4:17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do, and does not do it, to him it is sin. 
What is sin? It is for us to know the right thing to do. Eve knew that she should not eat of the fruit of that tree but she disobeyed. She sinned. To know the right thing to do, but not do it, is sin. What is the root of all sin?
Isaiah 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. 
That is the judgment of God: for Him to kill his Son because we blew it, because we messed up, because we are sinners. If you blew it, you blew it because you did not obey God. You walked in lawlessness, choosing to do your own thing and not walking in faith. You were unrighteous. But there’s good news. There is a way out of all of this. Before you know the way out you have to understand how you got in the mess so that it can prevent you from getting in that mess again. You say, “I sinned. I did what was wrong, but I couldn’t help it. There was a craving, a longing inside and I couldn’t help it. I had to do it. I did it and I’m sorry.” You could have helped it. You didn’t have to do it. You don’t have to sin. Sin is always a choice. You say, “But the temptation was more than I could bear.” No, it was not more than you could bear. You didn’t have to do it. When Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, she didn’t have to do it. It wasn’t more than she could bear. This is what you need to see as we continue in Genesis 3.
Sin is:

· Lawlessness, 1 John 3:4

· Not believing God, Romans 14:23

· Unrighteousness, 1 John 5:17

· Not doing the right thing when you know what the right thing is, James 4:17

What is the root of all sin? Where does it come from? It’s described as adultery—that’s lawlessness. Sin is described as homosexuality—that’s lawlessness. It’s seen in thievery; it’s described in an evil or wicked tongue. All these things describe sin. Think of a tree with the fruit of sin on its branches: Reviling, unforgiveness, bitterness, hatred, etc. Where did it come from? The fruit always comes from the root. What is the root that produces this fruit of sin that brings us such misery? It’s in Isaiah 53:6. “All we like sheep have gone astray. We have turned each one to his own way.” So the root of all this, and the way that it manifests itself, is you going your own way instead of God’s way, which is the narrow and straight path of righteousness. 
God says, “This is the way: Walk ye in it. Don’t turn to the right or to the left. Love Me with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength. Keep My commandments. If you love Me you’ll keep My commandments.” That is the straight and narrow way that you are supposed to walk. When you stray off that path it’s because you have gone your own way. You see that in the text which defines it as sin because He says, “All we like sheep have gone astray. We have turned each one to his own way. And God has laid on Him (Jesus) the iniquity of us all.” This is the iniquity that comes from us each going our own way. What is sin then? 
Sin is an appeal to a desire.
Eve knows the command of God because she tells the serpent that she is not to eat the fruit of that tree. But:

Genesis 3:6 When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate. 

What happens? Eve looks, sees that it is desirable. Remember that what happens in Genesis 3 is absolutely one of the most significant chapters of the whole word of God because it sets the tone for the whole rest of the Bible. From there we’re going to pick up account after account of sin. God uses these accounts to explain to us about sin. The Bible is a progressive revelation. God can’t tell us everything at one time so He lays down a truth then He builds upon and amplifies that truth—like precept upon precept. Between Genesis and Revelation is everything that God wants you to know on any given subject in order to live life pleasing to God.

James 1:12a Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; 
A trial is a test. It’s a test of your faith: Are you going to believe God or not? It’s a test of your obedience. Belief and obedience are synonymous. Are you going to obey or disobey? Was Eve in a test? Yes, she was being tested by Satan. God permitted that test.

James 1:12b-13a for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God.” 

Any time there’s a temptation, don’t ever say, “I was tempted by God.” That’s a lie.

James 1:13b For God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 

There’s a trial but the temptation, the desire to do what is wrong—what is evil—does not come from God. That pulling does not come from God.

James 1:14 But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust.
Kay’s husband is a fisherman who loves to fish. It’s his favorite thing. Can you imagine watching fishing on television? Kay can’t imagine anything more sedate or boring than waiting for some man to catch a fish. You have certain bait for certain fish. You don’t fish for sailfish with a worm. The devil sits on the bank and goes fishing. He baits the hook according to whom he wants to catch then casts his line in the water. He baits the hook with something you desire.

James 1:15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 
What is conception? It’s when the sperm meets the egg and a child is formed. When lust gets a hold of that worm of temptation and swallows that worm with its hook, there’s going to be a child. What are you going to name that child? What happened to Adam and Eve? “On the day that you eat of the fruit of that tree you shall surely die.” Being tempted is not a sin. Sin doesn’t happen until your desire takes the hook. Then sin is conceived and you name that sin “Baby Death.” It brings forth death.
Eve takes sin’s toll road. A toll road is a quicker shorter way usually but it always costs you. Eve knows that she’s not supposed to eat of the fruit of that tree. Did God tell her directly? We don’t have any account of that. God gave the command to the man but she knew of the command. Either God told her or the man told her, but she knew.

Genesis 3:1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 
Here was a crafty character. What is the serpent’s strategy here? The first thing he does is to cast doubt on the word of God: “Yea, hast God said?” First he engages the woman. He does it in such a way as to get her to question what God has said. There is a proper answer. The first thing you find the serpent saying is to question the veracity of God’s word. Questioning the veracity of God’s word is when you get into trouble.

Genesis 3:2 And the woman said to the serpent, “From the fruit of the trees of the garden we may eat; (Is that correct? Yes.) 
Genesis 3:3 But from the fruit of the tree which is in the middle of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat from it (Is that correct? Yes.) or touch it,’ 
There’s no account of God saying that she shouldn’t touch the fruit. Therefore it seems that she doesn’t have it down exactly right or she’s putting on a prohibition that is not there. In some way it is not just an absolute or clear statement. 
“God has said we cannot eat of it and the day we eat of it we will surely die.” That’s the way her response ought to have been. She’s speaking to the serpent. They’re having a conversation. There is power in saying something. Kay is not trying to come up with any weird doctrines in Christianity like “the Power of Positive Thinking” or anything like that, but when you quote Scripture accurately, you know you have said it accurately and you know exactly what you’ve said. You’ve verbalized it. That’s why verbalizing prayer makes it more effective. It’s not that God doesn’t hear silent prayer, but it makes your prayers more effective for you because you remember what you hear.
‘You shall not eat from it (correct) or touch it (He didn’t say that), lest you die.’” What’s the problem? God had said, “You shall surely die.” When will you surely die? “For in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” Eve says, “Lest you die.” Eve waters down the consequences. “Lest” means less. It means “perhaps.” “Perhaps you’ll die.” [According to Webster’s it actually means “For fear that”] There is no gray area. It is an absolute black and white issue. This is where she messed up. She messed up first of all even in engaging him in a conversation, by answering in the issue of “Has God said?”
Genesis 3:4 The serpent said to the woman, “You surely shall not die!”
Eve says, “Lest you die.” The serpent takes God’s word. God used the word, “surely” so the devil also uses the word “surely.” The devil uses what God says and he has it verbatim. The only thing is he adds: “You shall surely not die.” He casts doubt on the word of God. The next thing he does is to say that God is not going to hold to His word. Then he says:

Genesis 3:5 For God knows that in the day you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”
What did God say? “For in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” What does Satan say? “God knows that the day you eat of it, you’ll not surely die. Instead you’ll be like God. You don’t have to be dependent on God—this One who created you, who walks in the Garden with you, who put these trees here. This One is holding back on you. You need to know that you’re not going to die. You’re going to be like God because you’ll know good and evil. You’re not going to need Him anymore.” It is that knowledge of good and evil that puts this lust, this desire, within us. We want to taste more and more and more and more. That’s why many of you are weeping in bitterness saying, “I couldn’t help it.” But Scriptures say, “Yes, you could have helped it.” You just chose to walk after your own lusts, to walk according to your own heart that is deceitful and desperately wicked. This is the path that you chose. This is the path that Eve chose because she chose to listen to the serpent rather than to God. Who is the serpent? (see also Revelation 22.)

Revelation 12:9a And the great dragon was thrown down, the serpent of old who is called the devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was thrown…
He is the serpent of old. He is called “the devil” and “Satan”. He deceives the whole world. When God comes looking in the Garden where she and Adam are hiding and says, “Have you eaten from the tree?” what does Eve say? “The serpent deceived me.” 

Any time you walk into sin you are deceived.

You are deceived because you don’t understand the ramifications or consequences of sin. You don’t have your head screwed on straight. You don’t have the fear of God. You are not a wise person, because if you were you would never do it. You are deceived.
Our society is deceived. You see adulterous relationships, even in the church. You see perverted sexual relationships, even in the church. You see people speaking words of hatred, calling them things like, “You fool. You worthless idiot.” This is murder with your tongue. God is going to hold us all accountable. Society is running amuck because they are deceived but think they can get away with it. Eve was right—she was deceived.
1 Timothy 2:14 And it was not Adam who was deceived, but the woman being deceived, fell into transgression. Eve believed a lie. 

John 8:44 (speaking to religious leaders) You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father; He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. Eve believed a lie.

Three principles you need to have:

1. You need to know for yourself, first hand, what God has said. And understand it.
1 Corinthians 10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it. 
This includes temptation or testing or trial. God is faithful. He will never permit you to be tried or tested or tempted above what you’re able to bear. With every trial or test or temptation, God will make a way of escape for you; it’s not your way of escape but His. 
When it comes to sin or temptation or recognizing what is right or wrong, you’ve got to know firsthand what God has said. You must know it and understand it and that’s what Precept Ministries is all about. This is why they offer you study materials. So you can know it. This is Genesis 3:1—“Indeed has God said…” And she should have said, “Yes, God has said. That’s it and we’re not going to discuss it. It’s not up for conversation.”
2. You don’t doubt God’s judgment. In Genesis 3:4, the serpent says, “You surely shall not die. You can eat of it and you surely shall not die. God won’t judge you.” What’s the thinking today? God’s a God of love. He would never do that or act that way. They don’t know. What God says, He will do. God cannot change. He does not alter the word that goes out of His mouth. He is no respecter of persons. It doesn’t matter how high up you are in Christendom or how popular you are. He will bring you down. 
Moses was faithful in all of God’s house, yet God would not allow him to go into the Promised Land because he didn’t obey. Don’t doubt God’s judgment.
3. Don’t doubt God’s character—EVER! Not for a moment. That is when you get in trouble. Eve doubted God’s character: “I have to get this for myself. I have to get the fruit of this tree. If I don’t do it, I’m going to miss something. God’s holding out on me! I could be like God, knowing good and evil. I need to experience this.” Eve doubted God’s character and the serpent played to that. He said, “God knows, in the day that you eat of the fruit of that tree, you will be like God knowing good and evil.” What is he saying? “You’ve got to get it for yourself, Honey, because God’s holding out on you. You’ll never be happy or satisfied until you get what you want. So take this toll road—take this shortcut—it won’t cost you too much.” Yes it will. Satan’s a liar. That’s why you’re weeping right now. That’s why you’re saying, “I couldn’t help it.” You could have helped it if you had only listened to God. If you had only walked in what you knew, even in an inward law that says what is right or not right. 
1. Sin takes you farther than you ever wanted to go. 

2. It costs you more than you ever intended to pay. 
3. It keeps you longer than you ever intended to stay. 
This is where our world is today and they need to know and they need to understand what the Bible says about sin and how it happens in a person’s life.
