Genesis II, Lesson 4

Dr. Kurt Wise: Video Notes

The Problem of Evil and Suffering

“How Can a Good and All-Powerful God 

Allow Evil to Continue?”

	The Problem of EVIL

	1.  NATURAL EVIL
	2.  MORAL EVIL

	Parasites, mutations, disease, disasters, 
EQ, tornados, & predation


	Sin of man against innocent man:
abuse, murder, torture

	Romans 8:22-23
	Psalm 53:2-3; Isaiah 64:5-7; Romans 3:10-18


Man’s Logic says…

If God is GOOD, then He does not have sufficient POWER to protect the innocent.

OR
If God has the POWER, then He is not GOOD enough to protect the innocent

But the Bible tells us that God is both…

	           ALL-GOOD    &    ALL-POWERFUL

	Psalm 25:8; Nahum 1:7; Mt 19:17
	Job 42:2; Psalm 115:3; Mt 19:26


The Biblical Explanation…

Ia. Natural and Moral Evil are LINKED Together
	PRESENT
	· The Whole Creation Suffers

For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now. And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body. 



Romans 8:22-23

· [image: image1.wmf]Man’s Sin brings DESTRUCTION to the EARTH




     Lev 18:25; Is 24:1-6; Jer 3:2-3

· Man’s Sin is PUNISHED by natural disasters, disease

	PAST
	Before Adam’s Fall: 

No natural evil in the world. 

No carnivory; animals only ate plants            Genesis 1:29-30
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FLOOD= EQ, volcanoes, tornados, hurricanes
Iso-static Equilibrium takes 25,000 years 
(but it’s only been about 4,500 years since the Flood)



	FUTURE
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· The RE-Creation of heaven and earth will be like the ORIGINAL creation:
No more sorrow, tears, suffering, death, carnivory     Romans 8:18-23

· The end of moral evil brings the end of natural evil
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Ib. Moral Evil is Linked Specifically to HUMANS
When Satan fell
NO curse resulted; nothing in the universe was cursed

When Man fell
EVERYTHING was cursed 
(because the universe was designed with Man in mind, NOT angels)

Therefore….MAN’s SIN is RESPONSIBLE 
for ALL the Natural and Moral Evil in the world
An “old earth” worldview mandates that Natural Evil occurred BEFORE Man’s Sin.

The Problem: If Man’s Sin is NOT the reason for Natural Evil, then what is?????

Then the reason for natural evil must be God HIMSELF!!

Therefore, God is NOT Good….(but this is the WRONG conclusion!)

II. God’s Ways Are Beyond Us

Throughout history, God has used natural and moral evil to accomplish His plans for good…

· To chastise His people 






(Assyrians)

· To strengthen His people by drawing them closer to God 


(Job)

· To guide 
“What you meant for evil, God meant for good”       
(Joseph) 

· To shine forth God’s light thru a broken vessel 



(Paul)

· To display the love of God to those who have been UN-loving 

(Paul)

III. God WILL Destroy Evil in His Perfect Time

For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 






Romans 8:18
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IV. We Have a God 

who Experiences ALL Our Pain

Isaiah 63:9
In all their affliction He was afflicted, And the angel of His presence saved them; In His love and in His mercy He redeemed them; And He lifted them and carried them all the days of old.

Isaiah 53:4-6
Surely our griefs He Himself bore, And our sorrows He carried; Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, Smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.

Every worldview has to deal with the question of evil and suffering. 

ONLY the Biblical worldview has a God who feels all that pain (present) and bore all that pain (past).

Take THAT message to the hurting world.

Ephesians 6:12-13

