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A bridal gown, a celebration, invitations, people coming… It sounds so wonderful, doesn’t it? “My daughter’s getting married.” “My son is getting married.” “I’m getting married! I’ve found the love of my life.” It sounds so wonderful. Many times it is wonderful, even through all the preparations. It’s your dream. It’s your hope, your ideal. It’s something you’ve thought about ever since you were a little girl. Ever since you noticed there was someone of the opposite sex. You watched your parents. Maybe you were like Kay’s son David who said one day, “I want to get married. It looks like so much fun.” Maybe this is what it’s been to you—so much fun.

Then one day, sooner or later, the honeymoon’s over. You find that marriage is not just this ideal that you’ve dreamed of but a tremendous adjustment. It might be something as small as how you squeeze the tube of toothpaste, whether you squeeze it from the bottom or the middle. Marriage is an adjustment of self because you take two individuals and put them together, according to God, for life. According to man’s values today, that’s not what’s happening. We’re not putting marriages together for life. As a matter of fact, today many want to live together before they ever get married, either because it’s more economical, they’re lonely or simply because they want to try each other out to see if maybe this might work. If it does then they’ll make the agreement to take the step, put the ring on the finger and call themselves “Mr. and Mrs.” Or if you’re very independent as a woman you’ll keep your own last name because you have to retain a little bit of self. Retaining that little bit of self is when you get into trouble.

God Designed Marriage


We’re living in a very serious time. We need to know what the Word of God has to say about marriage. Today we will look at and talk to the One who conceived and designed marriage, who made us male and female. To do that we need to go to God’s book. In Genesis 1:26-28 there are two important things we learn about marriage. 
Genesis 1:26-27a Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; and let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” And God created man… 

Here “man” is the word “adam” but it refers to mankind.

Genesis 1:27-28 And God made man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. And God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky, and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 
Look at marriage and the relationship of God to the man and the woman

(Draw a triangle to represent God—God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. 
These three are equal in character and the same in nature. Yet the Son and the Holy Spirit eventually come and give all the glory to God so that God is all in all. Yet between these two there is absolutely no competition.

(Write “God” at the apex of the triangle, Man at another corner, and at the third “Woman”. 
If you can keep this in mind in marriage, you know that when God looks at man and woman they are equally valuable in His sight. Each one of them has worth yet He created them male and female. You know that they are distinctively different and it’s that difference that attracts us to one another. It’s that difference that makes us want to unite in marriage because man needs a helper—a counterpart. God has a design where these two are equal in God’s eyes.
Galatians 3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.
In other words, we’re all one. Woman, therefore, is not less than man but is equal to man.
(Beneath “man” at the corner of the triangle, write “Jesus”; beneath “woman” on the other corner write “Holy Spirit”. 
This way you see that God the Father, Jesus Christ (God the Son), and God the Holy Spirit all have separate functions and separate duties. Jesus says that He is the Son of God and He in turn makes Himself equal with God. So here we find a oneness. Man and woman in essence are equal but they have separate roles. Understand that not only did He create man and woman but He intended for man and woman to reproduce, to multiply and fill the earth—to have children. So in God’s plan He has the plan of the family in mind. This is shown in the Bible. If you can keep the big picture in mind, it will help you. 

The reason we get in trouble in our own lives when we are tempted in our marriages or in the relationships with our children is that we only see the immediate—the immediate argument, the immediate conflict, the immediate desire, the immediate wanting of something—instead of looking at the big picture and considering tomorrow and the next day and the next.
Someone told Kay he was walking out on his wife. Kay told him that he would so regret it. “You don’t regret it now; you think it’s for the best, but as you get older you’ll see that you are destroying the whole family unit. You’ll be on the outside. Where are you going to be for holidays? How are you going to bring the second wife into the home with the children and the children’s mother? You’re not looking down the road because right now that’s not important to you. It’s the passion of the moment that’s important to you and you want it. ‘I want what I want when I want it so give it to me right now.’” We forget that your “wanter” today is not the same as your “wanter” later on. The problem is that you want what you want when you want it, then you get it, but you’re sorry that you ever got it because it doesn’t fit into the scheme of things. We don’t look at the big picture.

The Pattern of Marriage

Ephesians 3:14-15 (Paul is writing) For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father; from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,

The family in heaven is God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit. Through them God brings children into His family. We are going to be born into the family of God through the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. We are the children of God. This family in heaven is the model for every family down here on earth. Every man, woman and child down here on earth is to reflect what the family in heaven is like. Every family is named after the family in heaven. There’s a pattern here. You’ll also see this if you study the Precept course on “Marriage Without Regrets.” 


The pattern: The man should be modeling Jesus. The woman should model Jesus as well. When you look at a marriage between a man and a woman, remember that God has a wife: Israel. Jesus has a wife: the bride of Christ—the believing church. The way that we live as a wife or husband, as a married couple, as parents, as children, all can give the world a hunger, a thirst, a desire to know more about God. As they look at us they say, “Your marriage and your relationship with your children is different. How come? I want a marriage like yours. I want a relationship like you have with your children. I want a family like you have.” Your response: “It is possible, as much as you can do it on your part with a mate who won’t cooperate. But if you have a mate that does cooperate, watch out! See what God will do.” What brings it into God’s ideal is an adjustment of self in marriage and parenting. 

Genesis 1 is the account of the creation of man and woman. Genesis 2 reveals the order of the creation of man and woman. If we had just Genesis 1, it would look like at the very same moment God created both Adam and Eve—he created male and female instantly. But Genesis 1 gives the broad picture. Genesis 2 tightens the telescope to look at the specific creation of man and woman so we see the details. God focuses us in on the details. What are they?

God makes man. Man is in the Garden cultivating it. Man is told what to do regarding the trees of the Garden:
Genesis 2:18 Then ((Mark “then” as a time phrase with a little green clock. It’s a sequencing phrase.) …the LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make a helper suitable for him.”

The words “helper” and “suitable” are two different Hebrew words. “Helper” is “ezer” and means exactly what it says. It means an “aide”. When you combine this word with the word translated “suitable” in the NASB it becomes the KJV word “helpmeet”. The combination of “suitable helper” is only used in this chapter, here and in verse 20. The word “suitable” is “neged”. It comes from a word that means “in front”. It is in front of you, a counterpart, a completer to you. So God is saying that here is man but it’s not good for man to be alone. Something is lacking. There needs to be an addition to “man” as male. Therefore God makes a female—a helper, an aide, a counterpart. A woman is a counterpart, a completer to the man—not a competer. (Competition comes in Genesis 3 after the Fall.) Man needs someone in front of him, with him, who will be a helper, an aide to him, a counterpart, a completer. 
You take a woman who is distinctly female and put her with man who is distinctly male… There’s a difference between male and female from birth. There’s a difference in the brain, in the muscles. If you put a little boy and little girl in a room with toys the little boy will gravitate toward the trucks and the girl gravitates toward the dolls. That’s not always true when they’re older. Kay has three granddaughters from her son David. She gave them money and took them shopping. Two of them picked necklaces and pretty things but Annie wanted a truck. 

God makes us a counterpart, a complementer, a completer. Usually where man is strong a woman will be weaker. Usually where man is weak a woman will be stronger. The man and woman mesh into something very solid, blended together. This is what marriage is all about. God has made a helper suitable for the man, a counterpart, a complementer, a completer—not a competer. In Genesis 3 this meshing gets harder.

Genesis 2:20b But for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him. He needs woman.

Genesis 2:21-22 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man. 
Five Principles of Marriage
1. Stewardship: Genesis 2:20-22 When God brought her to the man it showed that marriage involves stewardship. Here is someone given by God to the man. If God has given woman to man, isn’t there a stewardship involved? Aren’t you held accountable for the gifts God gives?
2. Identification: Genesis 2:23a The man said, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh; Adam identifies with this woman because she was made from his rib. She was literally bone of his bone. She was taken from his flesh which then was closed up, thus she was flesh of his flesh. There is stewardship involved and identification. All this comes from man who is the aggressor. That’s the way it’s supposed to be but after the Fall it’s changed a little bit. 

3. Headship: Genesis 2:23b She shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” You say, “Ugh, I hate that word ‘headship.’ I thought you just told me by that triangle illustration that we were created equal.” You are created equal. The only reason you’re upset is because of Genesis 3. You’ve got to adjust “self”. 

4. Permanence: Genesis 2:24a For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined (cleave) to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. Leaving and cleaving is permanence. The word “cleave” means “to glue together” so the two are stuck together permanently. It’s superglue. It cannot be broken.

5. Sexual oneness: Genesis 2:24b And they shall become one flesh. These two who have meshed together have become one flesh. This is sexual oneness to the exclusion of having sex with any other person. 
Headship
In Genesis 3 when we look at the Fall of mankind and that man (Adam and Eve) has chosen to believe the enemy instead of God, God pronounces some judgments. He tells them what’s going to happen because of what they did. He tells the serpent what’s going to happen because he deceived the woman. He tells about the enmity between the woman and the serpent, between the woman’s seed and the serpent’s seed, how the woman’s seed is going to crush the serpent’s head and how the serpent is going to bruise her seed’s heel. 
Genesis 3:16 To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth, in pain you will bring forth children; yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 
Childbirth is painful but so is raising them. Having pain in childbirth nowadays is the result of the Fall but there is also pain connected to raising a child. It’s not always easy. This is pain connected with something that was to be a blessing in marriage. 
Kay showed that in Genesis 1, God created man and woman in His image—male and female. They were to rule over the face of this earth. But He also told them to multiply and replenish the earth. Our hope as Christians is that when we produce children we multiply and all of those children would receive Christ. It’s not a guarantee though. We do our best to raise those children with the right introduction and view of God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. We try to give them a good picture of what marriage is to be all about. But when we have children it’s not any guarantee that every child is going to believe on Jesus Christ. Without that guarantee many times there is pain. Before the Fall it would have been a breeze because there would have been no sin or self or “I want to be as God. I want to know good and evil. I’m going to walk my own way and do my own thing.” We wouldn’t have had the fruits of that if we had listened to God. So what is the result? 
Genesis 3:16 To the woman He said, “I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth, in pain you will bring forth children; yet your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you.” 

“Desire” is “teshuwquah” or “teshuqah” and it means “to stretch out” or “run after”. Some believe that it not only means “to run after” but “to run over” someone, in the sense of wanting to rule over or control someone. God is talking to the woman. 
Words bleed their meaning from the context. That’s why you can’t take one Greek word and apply the same meaning in every instance of that word in the Bible. The words bleed the meaning from the context. Watch the context.

“Your desire shall be for your husband and he will rule over you.” The context here doesn’t seem to be just “I’m desiring” but it’s “I’m desiring to rule or to run over or to control.” There’s a headship issue, which we see before the Fall, but now there’s a conflict with the headship issue. We have to have God say to us, “Okay, this is the bottom line, Honey. He shall rule over you.” You know there’s a boss in every company. There’s a president, a vice president and you go along with it because one person has to make the decisions. When you get to marriage and are told one person has to make decisions and that “he shall rule over you,” it’s hard. It goes against the grain of self. There’s a conflict. Look at the ideal on marriage—the five principles you’ve learned above—in the light of there being sin to deal with in all of these issues.
Stewardship
Genesis 2:22 The LORD God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man. This is stewardship. 
(Write Ephesians 5:25-27 in the margin next to Genesis 2:22.
When Ephesians was being written, was it an ideal situation? No because from Genesis 3 on everything is colored by sin. When Paul wrote Ephesians, he wrote to the people of Ephesus who lived in bodies of flesh that knew good and evil, that had tasted sin, It had received the Holy Spirit because Paul was talking to Christians and laying down the rules of how they were to live. Regarding stewardship, look at what Paul says to the husband:

Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her;
Here is a stewardship: A wife has been given to a man by God. The man has made a covenant with a wife. He has taken her in. As you studied in Malachi marriage is a covenant—a solemn binding agreement. The man has taken this woman and has become one flesh with her. Now he has a stewardship over her. That stewardship is to be exercised in love. A husband is to love his wife. That is a command from God to the husband. He is to habitually love his wife, but to what degree? It should be just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her. Paul is likening marriage to the relationship of Christ, the heavenly bridegroom, to His bride the church.
Ephesians 5:26 That He might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of the water with the word,
In this passage on husbands and wives, Paul constantly points to the example of that heavenly relationship of Christ and the church—Christ and His bride.

Ephesians 5:27 That He might present Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.
Kay met an older couple that just got married. The husband said, “My task in life is to help my wife be everything that she ought to be. My task is that I would present her as complete as I could present her.” That is stewardship. Husbands, if you have a wife you are held accountable to God for how you treat the wife He has given you.

Identification
Genesis 2:23a The man said, “This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh;” 

Here is identification: Ephesians 5:28-30

Ephesians 5:28a So husbands ought also to love their own wives as their own bodies. 

This is “bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh.” A husband is to love his wife as his own body. This is identification.
Ephesians 5:28b-29 He who loves his own wife loves himself; for no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it…
“Nourishes” means “to rear it”, “to feed it”, “to bring it to maturity”. “Cherishes” means “to make warm, to heat.” You just tuck her under your arm and draw her near. It’s used of a hen putting a chick under her wing. That’s what a husband is to do. 
Kay loves it when her husband puts his arms around her. There’s a security in that; a warmth and need for it. There is this identification. This is “bone of my bone and flesh of my flesh.” The husband is to treat her like he would his own flesh. He nourishes his own flesh. He cherishes his own flesh: He makes sure it is warm. There is this identification so that what happens or affects her also affects him. This is on the part of man, who was created first.
Headship

(Mark “headship” in Genesis 2:23 and next to it add 1 Cor. 11:3, 7-9, and Ephesians 5:22-24.
1 Corinthians 11:3 But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ. 
The man is the head of the woman—here’s the headship. Why?

1 Corinthians 11:8-10 For man did not originate from woman, but woman from man; for indeed man was not created for woman’s sake, but woman for the man’s sake. (We saw that: He needed a helper that was suitable for him.) Therefore a woman ought to have a symbol of authority on her head, because of the angels. 

This is the order of creation and the headship of man because man was created first. Paul here is also showing the value of a woman.

1 Corinthians 11:12 For as the woman originates from man, so also the man has his birth through the woman; and all things originate from God. 
The man couldn’t get her without the woman.

In Ephesians 5:22 God’s command comes in for the woman. If you understand what the man is to do it’s not hard at all.
Ephesians 5:22-24 Wives, be subject to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body. But as the church is subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything. 
Here is a headship. Because he is the head, the wife is to be subject to her husband. She’s not anything less. She was created in God’s image and given rulership over the earth equally with Adam but, because of the Fall, now the order has to be spelled out more clearly even than in Ephesians. It is in Genesis 3: “And he shall rule over you.”

Permanence
Genesis 2:24 For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined  (cleave) to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 

“Cleave” means “to glue together”. When you take two pieces of construction paper and glue them together then pull them apart you have one part stuck to the other and both rip. It’s a scarred piece of paper. That’s exactly what happens when you separate marriage.

(Add next to this passage: Matthew 19:1-9.
People ask Jesus, “Can a man divorce his wife for any reason?” Jesus says, “No. You can’t divorce your wife except for adultery.” It’s the only reason that Jesus gives for divorce.

Sexual Oneness
There is sexual oneness in marriage to the exclusion of others. This is defined in 1 Corinthians 6. In Genesis 2:24, what does it mean “the two shall become one flesh?” Scripture interprets Scripture:
1 Corinthians 6:15-16 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot? May it never be! Or do you not know that the one who joins himself to a harlot is one body with her? For He says, “The two shall become one flesh.”
When a man and woman come together sexually there is, in a sense, a blood covenant being made. When a woman is a virgin her body is, in a sense, sealed off. Then when the man comes together with a woman the two become one and there is a shedding of blood in that covenant. That’s why they kept the cloths of the bridal night to prove she was a virgin. 
There’s only one time you can give yourself to one man in a unique way and that’s the first time you have sexual relations with him. God says that when this happens two become one flesh. Thus in marriage you see the sexual oneness to the exclusion of everyone else. That’s why adultery breaks marriage and is grounds for divorce. Kay doesn’t recommend divorce if adultery is committed but that you reconcile. But God permits divorce since you made your body “members of a harlot” from joining yourself to someone outside of marriage. 
If we just obeyed and followed these precepts and brought our passions under control, if we brought “self” under control; if a man says, “I am married to this woman. There may be things I don’t like, things I’ve discovered that are displeasing to me, but I am married to her, she is God’s gift to me, God has said that marriage is a stewardship and I am going to honor marriage in that way,” then God will honor you. 
When you are tempted to think only of yourself and go after your own desires, if you refuse to consider that you are not just you but “you and your spouse” so that there is identification her (and what touches one touches the other) and you live accordingly, what a difference it would make. Think of the divorces that it would stop. 
If we remembered that there is a headship, that there has to be a rulership; if the husband would love his wife as his own flesh and the wife would submit herself to him as her head, doing it as unto the Lord (not doing something sinful—God doesn’t expect that. God doesn’t say that that’s included in this command) and obeying her husband recognizing that a two-headed person is a monster so that she recognizes her husband’s headship and he, in his headship, honors her, then they can see that this is permanent until death parts them. Knowing that it’s permanent, they stay in that permanence. 
Finally, you put aside every lustful attraction, every desire, every thought, so that you bring your mind into subjection not allowing it to focus on sex with any other person in any other form, whether it be mentally or physically. It’s out because you know that there is sexual oneness in marriage and that the Bible says:
Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.
Marriage Without Regrets
Marriage is designed by God. God, in His design for marriage, knew that man would sin so God made a provision for that: You and I are to live according to the Word of God in the power of the Holy Spirit, obeying. Then you will have, maybe not the perfect or ideal marriage, but it will be a marriage without regrets.

One thing that has spoken highly to Kay is the life of another man. His love for his wife so touched Kay’s life and has been such a role model for her and for others. Do you know the story of Dr. Robertson McQuilken? He was the president of what is now called the Columbia Seminary, but it was Columbia Bible College when Kay knew Robert and his wife Muriel. 
She was a petite little woman. Kay often thought of Muriel cigars (“Why don’t you pick me up and smoke me sometime?”) because Muriel was feisty. She loved to run or speed walk. She loved art and was full of a zest for life. She and Robertson were so different. 
She began to have problems in her 50’s when they discovered that she had Alzheimer’s. Robertson managed to continue his presidency of Columbia Bible College by having someone stay with Muriel. Whenever he got home, Muriel had all of his attention. (Earlier they had been missionaries in Japan—they were an awesome couple.) One night he was bathing Muriel because she was unable. He took off her socks and shoes and saw that her feet were all bloody. Muriel was a speedwalker and ten times that day she had gone looking for Robertson. She walked to the seminary and back because she couldn’t find him. They would bring her home. He then realized he couldn’t continue working at the seminary and have his precious wife’s feet bloodied as she frantically went out looking for him since no human being made up for the presence of Robertson. She knew his face and this was the man that she loved. As she grew worse and lost her language so that her “no” was “yes” and her “yes” was “no”, the one thing she said over and over again to Robertson was, “I love you.” She said it as a child with pure delight. So Robertson decided to resign the seminary. He told the people at chapel then he wrote a letter. The letter is in the book A Promise Kept: The Story of an Unforgettable Love. Kay recommends you get this book. Make it a wedding present for everyone you have to give a gift to. He wrote:

Twenty-two years is a long time, but then again it can be shorter than one anticipates. How do you say goodbye to friends you do not wish to leave? The decision to come to Columbia was the most difficult I have had to make. The decision to leave 22 years later, though painful, was one of the easiest. It was almost as if God had engineered the circumstances so that I had no alternatives. Let me explain.

My dear wife, Muriel, has been failing in mental health for about twelve years. So far I’ve been able to carry both her ever-growing needs and my leadership responsibility at Columbia. But recently it has become apparent that Muriel is contented most of the time she is with me and almost none of the time that I am away from her. It is not just discontent; she’s filled with fear, even terror, that she has lost me and always goes in search of me when I leave home, so it is clear to me that she needs me now full time. Perhaps it would help you understand if I shared with you what I shared in chapel at the time of the announcement of my resignation. 

The decision was made, in a way, 42 years ago when I promised to care for Muriel in sickness and in health until death do us part. (From Kay: Stewardship: yes. Permanence: yes. Identification: yes.) So as I told the students and the faculty, as a man of my word, integrity has something to do with it but so does fairness. She has cared for me fully and sacrificially all these years. If I cared for her the next 40 years, I would not be out of debt. Duty, however, can be grim and stoic, but there’s more: I love Muriel. She’s a delight to me. Her childlike dependence and confidence in me, her warm love, occasional flashes of wit that I used to relish so, her happy spirit and tough resilience in the face of her continual distressing frustration… I don’t have to care for her, I get to. It is a high honor to care for so wonderful a person.

When you read the book you’ll understand. It was a high honor but it was a very wearing task because of all the things he had to do as he literally cared for her as a baby and cleaned her up and took care of her totally and completely. When Robertson stands before God, do you think he’ll have any regrets? No, because he’s been what God would have him be to his wife. He has modeled the love of Christ to the church—to us. Don’t you think that we, for this short brief span of years, can love God enough to model to the world His love to us by loving our mates the way God would have us love them? By submitting to our husbands as God would have us submit to them? By walking in obedience to God as God would have us do, remembering that marriage is a covenant and salvation is a covenant. God keeps His commitment to us in the covenant of salvation; shouldn’t we keep our covenant to our mate in our marriage and show the world we’re different because of the way that we live and let it show in our marriage?
