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Genesis II, Lesson 5

Dr. Kurt Wise: Video Notes

Marriage: The First Institution
· [image: image2.wmf]Marriage is divinely created. Therefore, it must follow “Divine Rules” to be successful. For those rules, the Word of God is extremely important.

· Man is created in the image of God. Man is the “crescendo” of creation! God’s own handiwork; therefore, there is a special relationship. God cares for and provides for man. The angels were created to minister to man (Hebrews 1:14)

· Man was created for God’s glory (Isaiah 43:7). His ultimate function was to point all creation to God that they might recognize Him in everything. Therefore, one of the functions of marriage is to glorify God.

· [image: image3.wmf]God purposely created the distinctive differences between man and woman. Do NOT blur the differences between the genders. (Genesis 1:26-27)

· The premier purpose for marriage is companionship. (Genesis 2:18,22) Man exists and has a job, but it is NOT good for man to be alone. Not good for one who bears God’s image to be alone. Be alert: Is your spouse lonely? Females are uniquely suited to meet the needs of men. They are to complement- NOT fight against!

· Man and woman fit together. No homosexuality.

· Woman is the flesh of her husband. God could have created Eve ex nihilo. Rather, He made sure Eve was created from Adam (Genesis 2:20-24). Marriage is designed to restore the original unity. Wife becomes the “body” of her husband. Likewise, the husband has the responsibility to cherish (care for) the “body” (Ephesians 5:22-29) which is a picture of the temple of the Holy Spirit.

[image: image4.wmf]Man readily responds to pain in his body and relieves it quickly. Therefore, man ought to respond quickly to his wife. If pained, he is to relieve or meet her needs. If hungry, he is to provide. 
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Men and women are designed differently. Man is designed to protect. Woman is the caregiver. She is to share your heart. You are to open up to her. She is not to “close down” her heart and not care. She is the “mother of all living”. Together they can better meet the needs of others than alone.

· Eve was created from Adam’s rib (Genesis 2:21). Not from his foot: to be tread under. Not from his head: to rule over him. But from his side: closest to his heart.

· [image: image6.wmf]Man is to leave his father & mother & cleave to his wife (alone). Two become one: physically, to restore the picture of original unity of the relationship. It is impossible to tear a marriage apart without doing damage. God desires that unions STAY unions. Jesus’ bride is the church. A broken marriage is a broken picture of Christ and His church. Nothing shall separate us from the love of God. No longer is it “me, my”, but “us, ours” with God.

· God created the physical aspect of the marriage. God said “Be fruitful and multiply” BEFORE the Fall. (Genesis 1: 28, 31)

· NO room for sexual activity outside of marriage (Genesis 2:24). The physical relationship WITHIN marriage is honorable (Hebrews 13:4). Flee fornications, or sin against one’s “own body” (I Corinthians 6:16-19).

· First, God created Adam, then Eve. Husband is the head of the wife (I Corinthians 11). [image: image7.wmf]This is only effective as long as he works in love. The wife is subject to the Lord, NOT for the sake of the man, or the marriage.

· God presented Eve to Adam. (Genesis 2:22) Wait for the man or woman that God brings to you. We are not designed to choose our own mate.

· Marriage has priority (Genesis 2:24). Extended family does NOT have priority. The intimacy of marriage must NOT have any other competition with another relationship. 

· Marriage is to be open in communication (Genesis 2:25). There is nothing to be hidden.

· Since the Fall, relationships have never been perfect. Christ came to restore and give grace to live out relationships as we should. When others see the relationship you have with your spouse, do they see a picture of the love Christ has for them? Do they see a godly love they would like to model in their own marriage?
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Does My Marriage Glorify God?
If we followed God’s Scriptural mandates and paid attention to how marriage came to be, then our marriages could glorify God! Perhaps if we could show the world what God designed marriage to be, they would jump into Christianity. Let us be like Him in our relationship to others.                                                 (Genesis 2:24)

