Genesis II, Lesson 6

Dr. Kurt Wise: Video Lecture Notes
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Many people are trying to get to God by their sincerity, church attendance, monetary gifts, giving to the poor, practicing the Golden Rule, etc. 

In other words, they are trying to “get there” on their own.

Jesus said,

“I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life; no one comes to the Father, but through Me. 

John 14:6
So if Jesus is the ONLY way,…….
 are most people EXCLUDED from that way?

Lord, clarify what that Way is.

What are we to do in our response to those 
who know NOT that right way?

What is Necessary to Stand in God’s Presence?

Ezekiel 1:28
As the appearance of the rainbow in the clouds on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the surrounding radiance. Such was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. And when I saw it, I fell on my face and heard a voice speaking. 
And when I saw Him, I fell at His feet as a dead man.


         Revelation 1:17
Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am ruined! Because I am a man of unclean lips,             Isaiah 6:5
And I live among a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.”

Universal Response: 
No words, except awareness of the fact… I am a sinner. 

Disgust at our lack of perfection. His very appearance shows us all our inadequacies. Sin keeps us from Him. 

ALL sin must be removed from us in order to stand in His presence.

	God’s Nature
	God’s Dilemma

	Omniscient
	God knows our sin. He can’t NOT know our sin, it can’t be hidden from Him.

	Holy
	God MUST judge sin.

	Truth
	Sin’s punishment is death; God MUST carry it out.

	Love
	God wants His created people to live with Him. 


So how do you give perfection to those who are imperfect?

	IF…
	THEN…

	· The person paid his own penalty
	· He is dead.

	· Another person paid the penalty
	· His sinful life deserves death too, so he can’t cover the sin for another.

	· Something other than man paid the penalty
	· It too, lacks perfection. All creation has been cursed.

· It lacks the essence of humanity (the image of God, the spiritual nature). It’s the wrong substance.

	· An angel paid the penalty
	· It also lacks substance and the image of God.
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The Substitute MUST have…..

· the substance of man 
(flesh, image of God)

· the nature of man 
(willing to be used)

· the nature of God 
(perfect)

But all the prodigy of Adam DIE.

So the substitute MUST break the natural order to be Man + God.
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THERE IS ONLY

WHEN was the Decision Made?

Revelation 13:8b …the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 



BEFORE Man was created




BEFORE Adam’s Fall

Hebrews 10:14       For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.

God loved man so much that He created him, knowing he would require a savior…a requirement that only He could satisfy. And He created us anyway!

Problem: Our Savior died once in human time. Before that, man would need a physical picture to help him understand his salvation. He would need a picture of that which was to come.
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The Holy Spirit is saying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed, while the outer tabernacle is still standing, which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience, since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed until a time of reformation. 




        Hebrews 9:8-10
The shedding of “innocent” blood (the first born of animals) is a picture of Christ’s sacrifice. But even this animal was cursed because of man’s sin. The blood of sacrifices didn’t actually save, but obedient faith to follow God’s instructions saved.

WHERE did the Sacrificial Picture begin?

Indirect evidence: Genesis 3

1. It is NOT God’s nature to punish someone for something he had not told them about. Therefore, if God punishes Cain for his sacrifice, then Cain MUST have already known about it.
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Rom 5:13   until the Law sin was in the world; but sin is not imputed when there is no law.
Direct Evidence: Hebrews 11:4

2. By faith, Abel offered a more perfect sacrifice than Cain by what he gave. 
Rom 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
WHAT would be Necessary to Cover Sin?

Two kinds of Sacrifices

1. Blood was offered to cover sin

2. Wine, grain were given for thanksgiving

Genesis 3:14-15
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And I will put enmity

Between you and the woman,

And between your seed and her seed;

He shall bruise you on the head,

And you shall bruise him on the heel.”

· Adam and Eve covered themselves with plants
Hid from God

· Cain brought fruit of the ground


Chose his own method of acceptance

Did not admit sin

· Abel brought the firstlings of his flock

Did it God’s way
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“WHY are you angry?”

God provided the way of sacrifice AND provided the way of escape in the test/ temptation.

ONLY 2 Choices
	SAVED
	UN-Saved

	Re-generated (born again)
	UN-regenerated

	Seed of Abraham  (Galatians 3:16)
	Seed of Satan

	“IN” Jesus Christ
	NOT in Jesus Christ

	Blood of Christ: leads to life

(by faith, trusts God’s Way)
	Way of Cain: leads to death

(tried to find his own way to God)


Speak this truth clearly to our generation!

Some say that there are many “sincere” ways to God.

NO, the ONLY way is to put faith in what Christ has done.
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IF there is another way to do it, Jesus didn’t have to die!

In Gethsemane Jesus prayed, “If there is any other way, take the cup from Me.”

There WAS no other way.

The Way of Cain is eternal death in the Lake of Fire.

It was not designed for man, but designed for Satan and his angels.

God does NOT wish that end on anyone.

Lord, You are a Great God. Thank You, that when there was no way out, You made a way out of sin. Give us courage to tell the people of this generation who will NOT hear what The Way is, so they may come to know You. Thank you Lord.

Give us Your feet, Your heart and lead us to those You would have us speak. Amen.
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