Genesis II, Lesson 8

Dr. Kurt Wise: Video Notes

The Flood, the Ark, and the Dinosaurs

Lord, we are humbled by Your very Being. You are the Great Creator who would allow us to come before You and tell us to lay our feeble requests before You... And then, You care!

The Flood

	Traditional view of the Bible:


	Current view of the Bible:

(Majority position in Christian academia)

	· God spoke and the universe was created

· God created in six literal 24 hour days

· Adam and Eve were real people


	· Universe is very old

· God created through evolution

· He aided or “punctuated” evolution

	· Noah’s Flood was global. 

Scientists know that to raise the ocean level 2,000 feet would have an enormous impact on the earth, leaving much evidence. This kind of flood would completely transform the world below, leaving a global distribution of creatures and sediments.
	· Noah’s Flood was local.

Those who believe the earth is old MUST hold to a local flood. There are no sediments that they can date at 4,500 years ago that are world-wide. (Note: The sediments they date at “millions of years” are the same ones that traditionalists date to the Flood)
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If the Flood was LOCAL, 
What Are the Scriptural Difficulties?

· Contradicts the Meaning of unique Hebrew Words

Cataclysm: Devastating event…..Not just getting everything wet

Mabbul: a unique word for a unique event( used only for Noah’s Flood, not a regular local flood)

· Contradicts God’s OT Promise (Genesis 9) “I will never do this again”. If local, God broke His promise repeatedly.  Biblical Flood is a completely different scale from local floods.

· Ignores big events in history of the world. Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts, And saying, Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of the creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water: Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished:  But the heavens and the earth, which are now, by the same word are kept in store, reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 






2 Peter 3:3-7 (KJV)
· Contradicts over 30 “universal” terms clearly used in the Genesis text: All the high hills, Every living thing, all humans

· Contradicts Christ’s comparison of the Flood with His Return: “Like in the days of Noah, the Flood took them all away.. Therefore, when Christ returns, will it not be global?

· Affects plausibility of Genesis 7:11 “All the fountains of the deep burst open” or does this just refer to a bubble of water over Mesopotamia?

Genesis 7:19 “All the high mountains under the heaven were covered” or does this just refer to all the mountains they could see?

OK, if there is 1,500-2,000 feet of water above sea level, then the whole earth is covered.

      Hypsometric Curve
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Only 2% of land is very high above sea level.

Most of earth is very close to sea level (avg. ht is 1,500’)
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If only a few of high hills are covered, a global flood results!

But Scripture says, “ALL the high hills were covered”.


· It lasted too long for a local flood. Local floods don’t last 370 days.
· Local flood wouldn’t have fulfilled the purpose of the Flood. Since there is evidence of humans in Africa, Asia, Europe, North & South America BEFORE the Flood, then it must have been global to accomplish its purpose of exterminating all humans, land creatures.

· The Nature of God is at stake. Does he tell the truth or lie to us? Is His Word NOT reliable?

· How Important is Sin to God? Not very important, if the Flood is local. According to the Bible the sin and Fall of Man brought a crack to the perfection of the entire universe! The more you scale down the size of the flood, the more you scale down God’s hatred of sin.

· The arguments for a global flood are even stronger than for literal days of Creation and a young earth (which are pretty strong!)

The Ark

· Optimum Design -
For Stability. barge-like design is a ratio of 6 (length):1 (width). Perfect for transporting large cargo and navigating huge waves. Height (45’) made it stable in 200’ high seas. Could turn 89 degrees (nearly on its side) without going over. Automatically orients itself to fun parallel with wave fronts to sit in the wave trough so it doesn’t break in half. 

For Circulation: perpendicular orientation to the wind (as the ark situates in the wave trough) is perfect to circulate air for the passengers.

· Perfect Size for the 350 “kinds” (NOT species) of land animals. Actually, 40% of the ark wouldn’t have been used at all. Perhaps the extra room was because God wanted more PEOPLE on the ark!

· Noah’s family could care for all the animals (but what about food & refuse?) Disasters can cause a type of hibernation (aestivation), restfulness that results in less need for food (waste). Illustration: cat & vole sleeping together during time of natural disaster.

Dinosaurs

· Dinosaurs DID exist as evidenced by real fossils.

· Dinosaurs were created by God: the land creatures were amazingly designed on Day 6. Ellen White (7th Day Adventists) claimed that dinosaurs were “genetically engineered by Satan to deceive man about the age of the earth”.

· Dinosaurs existed at the time of the Flood along with man. Buried alive in Flood sediments. Found with plants called “gymnosperms” (pine trees, cycads) that reproduce more slowly than “angiosperms” and are mostly extinct today. They possibly lived in separate places from mammals and humans because they ate different plants.

· Dinosaurs got ON the Ark, and they got OFF. God probably chose the small, young forms within the kind for space consideration & for optimal reproductive purposes. Post-flood: dinosaurs & man resided together.

· Humans or other carnivores probably killed them off. Nimrod was a “mighty hunter before the Lord”. Since the plants for dinosaurs were rarer, there were probably fewer dinosaurs to kill off.

· Behemoth in Job 40:15-24 has a “tail like a cedar tree.” Definitely NOT an elephant or hippo, maybe like a Sauropod. Significant among God’s Creation. Likely not existent today, except perhaps in the Congo.

O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.  In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also.  The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land.  




     Psalm 95:1-5
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