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Ephesians 5:16
As Christians, we are accountable to God for…

	What We Have Been Given
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	Matthew 25:1-30

Parable of the Ten Virgins
“And later the other virgins also came, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open up for us.’“But he answered and said, ‘Truly I say to you, I do not know you.’ “Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour.

Parable of the Talents

“For it is just like a man about to go on a journey, who called his own slaves, and entrusted his possessions to them. “And to one he gave five talents, to another, two, and to another, one, each according to his own ability; and he went on his journey.

“His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things, enter into the joy of your master….. “And cast out the worthless slave into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.



	What We Know
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	Luke 12:4-48

 “And I say to you, everyone who confesses Me before men, the Son of Man shall confess him also before the angels of God; but he who denies Me before men shall be denied before the angels of God.

 “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years to come; take your ease, eat, drink and be merry.” “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’So is the man who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

“But seek for His kingdom, and these things shall be added to you.

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has chosen gladly to give you the kingdom.“Sell your possessions and give to charity; make yourselves purses which do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near, nor moth destroys “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

“Be dressed in readiness, and keep your lamps alight. “And be like men who are waiting for their master when he returns from the wedding feast, so that they may immediately open the door to him when he comes and knocks.

 “And that slave who knew his master’s will and did not get ready or act in accord with his will, shall receive many lashes, but the one who did not know it, and committed deeds worthy of a flogging, will receive but few. And from everyone who has been given much shall much be required; and to whom they entrusted much, of him they will ask all the more.
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of God’s Word
	1 Corinthians 4:1-5

Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy… Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God.
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What We Teach Others
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	James 3:1

Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we shall incur a stricter judgment.

1 Corinthians 3:10-15

According to the grace of God which was given to me, as a wise master builder I laid a foundation, and another is building upon it. But let each man be careful how he builds upon it. For no man can lay a foundation other than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds upon the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it, because it is to be revealed with fire; and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. If any man’s work which he has built upon it remains, he shall receive a reward. If any man’s work is burned up, he shall suffer loss; but he himself shall be saved, yet so as through fire.



	Our Giving
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	Philippians 4:14-17

Nevertheless, you have done well to share with me in my affliction. And you yourselves also know, Philippians, that at the first preaching of the gospel, after I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me in the matter of giving and receiving but you alone; for even in Thessalonica you sent a gift more than once for my needs. Not that I seek the gift itself, but I seek for the profit which increases to your account.
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	Matthew 12:36-37

“And I say to you, that every careless word that men shall speak, they shall render account for it in the day of judgment. “For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words you shall be condemned.”
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Our Leadership
	Hebrews 13:17

Obey your leaders, and submit to them; for they keep watch over your souls, as those who will give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with grief, for this would be unprofitable for you.


1. Ask God to search your heart in the light of His Word.

Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  



   Psalm 139:23-24
2. Set some time to be alone with Him in His Word so that He can speak to you about setting some specific goals for your life.

3. Formulate definite plans to reach these goals.

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 



         1 Corinthians 15:58
4. Begin!

5. Begin the “Days of Cleansing”… examining every aspect of your life in the light of His coming. Put away those things ..sins, possessions, activities, and excesses – that keep you from pursuing His holiness.
 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, when He appears, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is. And everyone who has this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 

          1 John 3:2-3
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