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We live in a time of unprecedented self-centeredness—a time of envy, strife, divisions, immor-ality and broken relationships. Yet there is good news. In the midst of a time and generation like this, there is hope because there is a sovereign God who sits in the heavens and has not left His throne. He is going to bring His will to pass no matter the thwarting, plans or conspiracies of men. God remains God. His will will be accomplished. We will see this in this study of Joseph, the final segment of the book of Genesis. We leave now the generations of Esau that show us where the Edomites came from.
Genesis 37:1-2a Now Jacob lived in the land where his father had sojourned, in the land of Canaan. These are the records of the generations of Jacob.
Even though “these are the records of the generations of Jacob” the story now focuses on one man, talking more about his life than any other in the book of Genesis. This man is Joseph. Despite all the envy, strife, plots of men against us, despite the work of the flesh, we are not to live by the sight of our eyes or the desire of our flesh but instead live the way this man Joseph exemplifies:  In the fear and the trust of the Lord. What lessons there are ahead for us in this final segment of Genesis!

The story of Joseph and the final generations of Jacob show the testing and the triumph of faith. A salvation comes to a family through a son who was despised and rejected by his brothers but loved by his father. We’ll be taken into the future from the perspective of our side of the Cross, having lived on the other side of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. There are some beautiful parallels, doctrinally and theologically as well as practical parallels that you can apply to your life.


Genesis 37 begins with Joseph as a young man hated by his brothers but loved by his father.

Genesis 37:2 These are the generations of Jacob. Joseph, when seventeen years of age, (so God gives a timeframe) was pasturing the flock with his brothers while he was still a youth, along with the sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Joseph brought back a bad report about them to their father.
Joseph was out there with his brothers. He saw something going on so he came back to Daddy and told him about it. He may have been a tattletale—or he may have been a valiant man. He may have needed to tell his father. We don’t know what the report was about; we just know that he reported on his brothers. Sometimes there is a time to report on your brothers and sometimes not, it all depends. But in 1 Corinthians 5:1-2, Paul wrote to the Corinthian church, “I am very upset with you because there is immorality in this church but you have done nothing about it.” Paul writes the letter because:

1 Corinthians 1:11 For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you.
There are envy, strife, jealousy, divisions. Paul needed to write them to straighten this out. It was because of that report and Paul hearing what was going on that he wrote the book of 1 Corinthians. This, in turn, becomes a blessing for us because it is so attuned to the day and age in which we live with answers for us in the practicalities of life. Therefore, although Joseph brought a bad report to his father it may have been legitimately needed.

Genesis 37:3 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, because he was the son of his old age; and he made him a varicolored tunic.
You’ve all heard the story of Joseph and his robe of many colors. The word “varicolored” is nebulous. It may have meant that it was a full-length coat. They wore short tunics and sleeveless tunics in those days as their work clothes, but this man was decked out with a fully-sleeved, full-length tunic. It might have been a cloak of leisure, signifying that he was in such a position that he didn’t have to work. Joseph’s father loves him so, as a result, his brothers hate him. Maybe the cloak said, “You can stay at home with me, son, since you can’t get along with your brothers.” In any case, the father loves the son while the brothers hate him.
Genesis 37:4-5 And his brothers saw that their father loved ((Mark “love” with a red heart over it. Over “hated” draw a black heart) him more than all his brothers; and so they hated him and could not speak to him on friendly terms. Then Joseph had a dream, and when he told it to his brothers, they hated him even more.
Joseph brought a bad report to his father about his brothers; he had a coat nobody else had, their father loved him more than anyone else, so the brothers hated him. Now he has a dream and tells them the dream. They hate him even more because of the dream which says:

Genesis 37:6-7 He said to them, “Please listen to this dream which I have had; for behold, we were binding sheaves in the field, and lo, my sheaf rose up and also stood erect; and behold, your sheaves gathered around and bowed down to my sheaf.”  Catch the scenario:

Genesis 37:8-9 Then his brothers said to him, “Are you actually going to reign over us? Or are you really going to rule over us?” So they hated him even more for his dreams and for his words. Now he had still another dream, and related it to his brothers, and said, “Lo, I have had still another dream; and behold, the sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing down to me.”
Remember these dreams. They are key. Now his father gets upset, “You mean your mother and I are going to be bowing down to you?”

Genesis 37:10 He related it to his father and to his brothers; and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have had? Shall I and your mother and your brothers actually come to bow ourselves down before you to the ground?” 
Genesis 37:11 His brothers were jealous of him, but his father kept the saying in mind.
In Genesis 37-39 the flesh is seen in full display, showing what men are like when they walk by their flesh. These brothers are full of jealousy, hating their brother. So what do they do? In Genesis 37: 12-20 when they see Joseph coming, they probably recognized him by the wonderful cloak he had on because it was long. They had gone up to Shechem to pasture the flocks. Joseph had gone there at his father’s orders to see how they were doing. They had moved on to Dothan up near the mountains of Gilboa so they could see him coming from a distance and had time to plot. They wanted to kill him.
Jealousy and envy lead to thoughts of murder, annihilation. If you don’t learn how to deal with jealousy and envy, or learn how to bring hatred under control by letting the Lord have it, exchanging it for love and walking by the Spirit, not by the flesh, it leads to murder. Many times it leads to murder by the tongue, but other times it is in the sense that we wish or pray or plot their deaths.

Matthew 5 says that if we call someone a fool, or say “raca” or “you have no worth, no value” we have committed murder because here is a person God has created yet we say that he shouldn’t live.
Matthew 5:21-22 “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘You shall not commit murder; and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable to the court.’ But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.”
In Genesis 37:21-33 when they plot Joseph’s death, Reuben says no. Instead, the rest of the brothers put Joseph in a pit and take his tunic. They sit down to eat a meal and come up with an alternative plan, deciding they won’t kill him but will sell him to people who come by. They sell him to a caravan of Ishmaelites going to Egypt. (Ishmael was the firstborn of Abraham by Hagar.) The brothers then kill a goat, dip Joseph’s coat in the blood and take it to Jacob, saying, “Your son is dead.”

So now they have plotted to kill him, decided not to, but instead sold him into slavery, then lied about it to their father. By their lie they break Jacob’s heart when he examines Joseph’s cloak.

Genesis 37:34-36 So Jacob tore his clothes, and put sackcloth on his loins and mourned for his son many days. Then all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted. And he said, “Surely I will go down to Sheol in mourning for my son.” So his father wept for him. Meanwhile, the Midianites sold him in Egypt to Potiphar, Pharaoh’s officer, the captain of the bodyguard.
It looks like the flesh has succeeded, that these men full of envy, strife and jealousy have succeeded in their awful task. But the thing that we often forget when we are dealing with people who are envious or jealous of us, or want to get rid of us in our jobs or schools or from the family, we think, “All is lost.” But all is not lost because there is a sovereign God who rules on His throne.

Daniel 4:34b-35 “For His dominion is an everlasting dominion, and His kingdom endures from generation to generation. All the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, but He does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have You done?’”
In retrospect, here is a picture of Jesus Christ. Here is what they’re doing to their brother but eventually this brother whom they sought to put to death, but instead sold into bondage to Egypt, will be the means for their salvation. A terrible famine is coming yet they are going to be saved from this death by their brother. Always, in the midst of the awfulness of the circumstances, God is still there. God is over all, and He has a promise for you if you are His child:
Romans 8:28 And we know that God causes all things to keep on working together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
Joseph is a man who loves God. This is true for him.

Joseph: A Picture of Salvation to Come
These are the things that show us the picture of salvation, that point to Jesus Christ.

1. Jesus is beloved of His Father. Just as Joseph is loved by his father, so is Jesus. In fact, God said, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well-pleased.” Jacob was well-pleased with Joseph, but there was one awesome difference: Jesus is God’s only begotten Son. Jacob had twelve sons and Joseph was just one of them. However, Joseph was the son of Jacob’s old age and the son of Jacob’s most beloved wife whom he really wanted to marry. Joseph was the son of the wife who was barren. But still he was one of eleven others.
2. When Jesus came to earth He had to expose sin. The first thing Joseph does in this story is to bring his father a bad report. In John 15, when Jesus showed up, by His very righteousness and lifestyle there was a distinctive difference between Him and his brothers, the other Jews. 

John 15:22 “If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not have sin, but now they have no excuse for their sin.” 
In other words, “I came. I showed them what truth and righteousness were so now they have no excuse for their sin because I spoke.” Joseph did bring a bad report to his father about his brothers. This wasn’t some eight-year-old doing this but a seventeen-year-old man. (People were more mature at that age in those days than today.)
John 15:23-25 “He who hates Me hates My Father also. If I had not done among them the works which no one else did, they would not have sin; but now they have both seen and hated Me and My Father as well. But they have done this in order that the word may be fulfilled that is written in their Law, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’”
You say, “I really don’t believe that Joseph should have told them the dream. Knowing that his brothers hated him, especially after he gave that bad report, maybe he shouldn’t have told them the dreams so they wouldn’t hate him even more.” But they hated him before the dreams because he was loved by their father in addition to him giving the bad report. Their father loved him more than his other sons and it was wrong for Jacob to do that. Jacob knew this because he had a brother Esau whom their father Isaac loved more than Jacob. Jacob should have learned from this. Yet, let’s not look at Jacob but at the sons:
Their sin is exposed and brought to the surface by the bad report. How do the brothers respond? There is no record of any kind of repentance. When Jesus Christ came He exposed our sin but also He let us know what He was here for. John the Baptist pointed to Him and said, “This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world,” in John 1:29. 

When Joseph told his dreams, in the sovereignty of God, those brothers and father needed to know those dreams. The dreams come to pass. God does nothing except what He tells His servants the prophets beforehand. (Amos 3:7) Telling these dreams was necessary because they were prophecies that they needed to hear because they would be fulfilled. They were being told what was going to happen. By plotting to put Joseph to death they were saying, “We are not going to bow down or have this man rule over us.” That’s exactly what the Jews said regarding Jesus when it was presented that He was Messiah. They said, “We have no Father but God; we have no king but Caesar and we will not have this man to rule over us.” So they put Him away. Another picture.
3. Jesus was hated by His brothers just as Joseph was. 
John 1:10-11 He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 
It’s one thing to be rejected by the world—and you can expect that—but it’s another to be rejected by your own. Some of you have experienced that rejection by your mother, your father, a sister or brother, or even your whole family. “We don’t want you among us. Get out of this house. We don’t want to see you anymore.” If that has happened to you, God is still there. If your dreams are shattered, God is still there and has a plan and purpose. Remember that what God has planned, or purposed, no man can thwart. They wanted to kill Joseph but they couldn’t, even though they plotted this. Why? Because a sovereign God sits on His throne. God had a purpose and gave a dream to Joseph showing that, not only his brothers would bow down before him, but also his mother and father. 
In the midst of strife, envy, jealousy, difficult circumstances, or when the people living in the flesh literally want to consume you even as the hyena eats its own flesh when it is caught in a trap and can’t get out, what do you do? You stop and look at God. Know that in the shadows, in the background, there is salvation because there is a Savior. His name is Jesus Christ. He will triumph. God will have His way. You will survive if you will just do as Joseph did and cling to God.
Jeremiah 13:11 ‘For as the waistband clings to the waist of a man, so I made the whole household of Israel and the whole household of Judah cling to Me,’ declares the LORD, ‘that they might be for Me a people, for renown, for praise and for glory; but they did not listen.’ 
Then you will become a man or woman for praise and honor and renown and glory. You will become in a sense like Joseph. 

Do you find yourself in a pit of despair crying out wondering if you will ever come out of that pit alive? And if you are brought out of that pit what awaits you? The good news is that there is no pit too deep for God. There is no other savior but God. If you belong to God, the pit, temptation, testing will not be more than you can bear. God has a purpose in that pit or that difficult situation or temptation. He will take what you go through and use it, turning it around for your good and His glory. He will do that because He is God.
4. Joseph was mocked by his brothers. When they see him coming in his robe, they’ve been together and have been able to talk about Joseph while he was away. They’ve been able to cut him down, encouraging one another in their hatred and despising because they have nothing else to talk about while tending their flocks.
Genesis 37:19-20 “Here comes this dreamer! Now then, come and let us kill him and throw him into one of the pits; and we will say, ‘A wild beast devoured him.’ Then let us see what will become of his dreams.”
So often you say things that you don’t really mean, but the more you say them over and over the more they take root in your mind to become a possibility or even a probability. This is what you saw in Columbine or where hostages are taken or where there are shootings. It begins with a hatred, an envying, a disappointment, a bitterness. It festers in your mind but instead of taking care of it, you feed on it, begin to talk about it and discuss it like the two boys in the Columbine tragedy discussed what they would do when they entered the high school to take those people out. Pretty soon you’ve said it then one eggs on the other, then you’re doing it.
What did they do to Jesus? They mocked him when He was hanging on the cross.

Psalm 22:12-13 Many bulls have surrounded me; strong bulls of Bashan have encircled me. They open wide their mouth at me, as a ravening and a roaring lion.
“Oh you saved others—save yourself! How can he save others if he’s hanging on that cross? Come down off that cross.” This wasn’t the first time they had mocked Him. They had said, (and this is the Son of God) “He has a demon.” (Matthew 11:18)  “He is possessed by ﻿Beelzebul.” (Mark 3:22) They said it, so began to think it. They saw Him on the cross but were blind to the truth that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins. They were blind to Isaiah 53 where it says He would be wounded for their transgressions. Instead they talk and plot to kill Him. Then they end up mocking Him. This ends up, really, leading them to death.

5. They plot to kill him. They do this because of envy (both against Jesus and Joseph.)

Matthew 27:17-18 When therefore they were gathered together, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you? Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that because of envy they had delivered Him up.
Pilate, Pilate, who was a sinner, recognized the sin and envy in these people. Pilate, who went against his conscience simply because his flesh cried out for acceptance with the Jews and he was afraid, now he recognizes envy in those men. 

Envy

We need to be careful because envy leads to murder.

Proverb 14:30 A tranquil heart is life to the body, but passion is rottenness to the bones.
The KJV says “envy” instead of the NASB’s “passion.” Envy is rottenness to the bones and will consume you.

Proverbs 27:4 Wrath is fierce and anger is a flood, but who can stand before jealousy?
Jealousy says, “I’m jealous because I don’t have what you have, or I am not what you are, or because you’re there and I’m not.” Envy and jealousy fit together.

Romans 13:12-14 The night is almost gone, and the day is at hand. Let us therefore lay aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. (What are the deeds of darkness? He is going to name them here.) Let us behave properly as in the day, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual promiscuity and sensuality, not in strife and jealousy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts.
These brothers are walking, not in the fear of God, not even in respect for their earthly father, but in full-fledged flesh desiring these things. In Galatians 5 there is a good description of what this flesh is like.

Galatians 5:9-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things (as a lifestyle, habitually) shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
Have you got that? The kingdom of God does not belong to people who live in envy, factions, divisions, strife, jealousy, dissensions, or outbursts of anger. That describes Joseph’s brothers.
When they took Joseph out of the pit they sold him to men for 20 shekels of silver.

Genesis 37:28 Then some Midianite traders passed by, so they pulled him up and lifted Joseph out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. Thus they brought Joseph into Egypt.
What was Jesus sold for? Thirty pieces of silver. Both Jesus and Joseph were sold for silver. Joseph was sold by a brother. Jesus was sold by one of the apostles whom He had chosen, a Jew by the name of Judas. Joseph was put into a pit. Jesus was put into a pit.

Kay wishes you could go to Israel with her. If you want Bible study, nobody gets more Bible study than those who go on her tours. It is one constant feast in the Word of God. They rent the house of Caiaphas in the early morning hours to teach. Kay teaches on the whole crucifixion from the night Jesus Christ started in the Upper Room, went to the Garden of Gethsemane, was arrested, taken to the house of Caiaphas. Kay takes you all the way through the crucifixion. People weep. Their guides stand in awe listening to the awesome story. When she is finished she takes them down into the pit where Jesus spent the night. The Bible has a Psalm that talks about this:
Ps 88:1-7 O LORD, the God of my salvation, I have cried out by day and in the night before You. Let my prayer come before You; incline Your ear to my cry! For my soul has had enough troubles, and my life has drawn near to Sheol. I am reckoned among those who go down to the pit; I have become like a man without strength, forsaken among the dead, like the slain who lie in the grave, whom You remember no more, and they are cut off from Your hand. You have put me in the lowest pit, in dark places, in the depths. Your wrath has rested upon me, and You have afflicted me with all Your waves. Selah.
In that pit where Jesus spent the night there was only one hole that led into it. (There are others now.) There was a prison next to it. They let Jesus Christ, Omnipotence, down by a rope into this dank dark stone pit. There He spent the night. They had already beaten Him, spat in His face, and blindfolded Him. Isaiah 50 tells us that they had pulled out His beard. He had sweat great drops of blood in the Garden of Gethsemane as He wrestled with the will of God. And now He spends the night in the pit. 
When Joseph was in the pit what did he do? Genesis 42 tells us what it was like for Joseph in that pit. It wasn’t like: “God I know You’re sovereign, I know the sheaves are going to bow down to me, I know I’m going to be all right because I’ve had that dream.” No, because the pain was so real. 
Remember this: Sometimes in the midst of the pain it’s hard to remember that God is sovereign and that this will work together for good. But it is your salvation to do so. 
If some sweet friend comes along and reminds you of that Scripture, just know that that sweet friend is speaking for God, and cling to that truth.
Genesis 42:21a “Truly we are guilty concerning our brother, because we saw the distress of his soul when he pleaded with us, yet we would not listen;…”
When his brothers put him into the pit he was crying, begging, asking, “Don’t do this to me! I’m your brother, don’t do this to me!” They saw his pleading. Was Jesus numb in that pit that night? Did he say, “Okay, Father, I know I’m going to the cross. I know it’s all going to be over. I know I’m the Son of God. I know all this.” No, Hebrews tells us:

Hebrews 5:7 In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety.
Jesus agonized also. He cried out with loud crying to the Father. Joseph was stripped of his garment just like Jesus was. The soldiers cast lots for Jesus’ seamless robe (Matthew 27:35). It was a nice robe, a fine robe, because it was seamless. The brothers took the robe of Joseph and dipped it into the goat’s blood to take it to their father, saying, “See he was killed by a wild beast.” 
In Revelation 19, when Jesus Christ comes in His glory as King of kings to take the rulership of the earth, coming as the judge of all the earth, it parallels Isaiah.
Revelation 19:13 He is clothed with a robe dipped in blood; His name is called the Word of God. 
Who is this coming with Edom? And why are your garments all stained as if you’ve been in a wine press? Jesus’ robe was dipped in blood of vengeance. He is coming again. 
When Joseph was put in that pit he was sent to Egypt. Remember that Herod was going to kill all the baby boys when Jesus was born, but an angel appeared to Joseph and Mary telling them to get out of the country to go down to Egypt.

Matthew 2:13-15 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise and take the Child and His mother, and flees to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for Herod is going to search for the Child to destroy Him.” And he arose and took the Child and His mother by night, and departed for Egypt; and was there until the death of Herod, that what was spoken by the Lord through the prophet might be fulfilled, saying, “Out of Egypt did I call My Son.”
Egypt is a picture of the world and out of Egypt God called His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. He came into this world, became flesh, and dwelt among us. Egypt is a picture of the world.

6. Joseph, like Jesus, learned obedience through the things which he suffered. In Genesis 39, Joseph serves in Potiphar’s house. Is he an angry young man saying, “You gave me a dream but look at where I am! I am a slave in this man’s house. You did this to me!” No. It says that the Lord was with Joseph. When Joseph was enticed by Potiphar’s wife’s attempts to seduce him, Joseph said, “How could I sin against God?” You don’t see a bitter man but one who clings to God, believing in Him, learning obedience through the things he has suffered. All these things about Joseph were written for our learning and instruction so that we might know how to live. This is why there’s a detailed account of Joseph, and a detailed account of Jesus’ life, like in Psalm 105, in which God recounts a history of His people.

Psalm 105:16-17 And He called for a famine upon the land; He broke the whole staff of bread. He sent a man before them, Joseph, who was sold as a slave.
A famine is coming but God knows that. Remember, in the midst of all the calamity and suffering and temptations, God is there; God is on His throne. He will not let you endure anything you cannot handle. He has a plan in it all.

Psalm 105:18 They afflicted his feet with fetters, he himself was laid in irons;
Here Joseph was like a slave, just like Jesus. They took Jesus to Pilate bound. They took Joseph bound.

Psalm 105:19 Until the time that his word came to pass, the word of the LORD tested him.
It could be translated: “The word of the LORD refined him.” If you’re in a difficult situation—a pit; if you’re being tempted, lured by the desires or lusts of your flesh, don’t yield. God is testing you. The test is not more than you can bear and you will learn obedience through the things that you suffer. Even though Jesus Christ was God in the flesh and always only did the things that pleased God:

Hebrews 5:8-9 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He had suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation.
Hebrews 5:7 In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety. Having been made “perfect”, ie, mature.
The Story of Judah and Tamar
There is one other delightful thing to see. It’s not how Joseph foreshadows Jesus Christ, but it is in Genesis 38. This chapter deals with Judah, Joseph’s brother. In Genesis 38:1-8, after the brothers sold Joseph into slavery, Judah departed from them. He married a Canaanite woman and had sons by her. He gave one of his sons, Er, a wife by the name of Tamar. Er did evil in the sight of the Lord so God killed him. Then Judah said to his other son, Onan, “You go into your brother’s wife and lie with her and raise up a seed.” This was the law. The Law hadn’t been given yet but was written in men’s hearts. They understood this. Deuteronomy 25:5-10 tells them this. But:

Genesis 38:9-10 Onan knew that the offspring would not be his; so when he went in to his brother’s wife, he wasted his seed on the ground in order not to give offspring to his brother. But what he did was displeasing in the sight of the LORD; so He took his life also.
Genesis 38:11 Then Judah said to his daughter-in-law Tamar, “Remain a widow in your father’s house until my son Shelah grows up”; for he thought, “I am afraid that he too may die like his brothers.” So Tamar went and lived in her father’s house.
Judah is lying to her. His real intent is to not give Shelah to her out of fear that Shelah will die too, since two men married to her have died. So Tamar waits one day beside the road. She hears Judah coming along, who thinks she’s a temple prostitute so he sleeps with her. She produces twins. One of them is Perez.
Genesis 38:27-29 It came about at the tie she was giving birth, that behold, there were twins in her womb. Moreover, it took place while she was giving birth, one put out a hand, and the midwife took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.” But it came about as he drew back his hand that, behold, his brother came out. Then she said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” So he was named Perez. 

“Perez” means “a breach.” Matthew 1:3 and Hebrews 7:14 show that the Messiah comes from the tribe of Judah. In His genealogy are Tamar and her son, Perez. God shows us that even in this woman’s difficulty, in her hard situation where she has lost her husband then her father-in-law sleeps with her not knowing who she is, she is put in the genealogy of Jesus Christ. Whatever the pit, know that there is a King over it. His name is Jesus Christ. His Father is God, and God promises you that you will not perish. Stick with Him; He is testing you, refining you, because He is going to use you. So in the midst of all the conflict, all the pain, you can know that God is there. He hasn’t left His throne.

When Kay sees Judah, walking in the passion of his flesh thinking that Tamar is a prostitute so he sleeps with her; when Kay sees the awfulness of it all, how Tamar has to connive in order to get God to provide for her and give her a son so that the seed, line, and name continue, she sees in all of this there is God on His throne. This is the same God watching over Joseph with a plan and purpose. This is the same God watching over Tamar and Judah with a plan and a purpose. All that plan and purpose lead to salvation, the promise of the seed, the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.
Many of you know the awesomeness of the life of Joseph. There are so many practical lessons in this study. When we go through times when our dreams seem to be shattered, we can endure. We can make it because God is on His throne.
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