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Does the future scare you? You know today. You’re pretty much assured that today’s okay. You’ve survived today. But what about tomorrow? What do the tomorrows hold? We don’t know the details but we know who holds tomorrow—God. You can secure your future in such a way that you plan for tomorrow. The Bible says to take one day at a time. That’s all. But what you do with that day will determine how well you secure your future. The future is not to scare you. You can be prepared for whatever the future holds if you will live each day the way God wants.
Joseph has now been made second only to Pharaoh over all of Egypt. Seven years of feasting and plenty has come and gone. Just the year or so before the famine was to start Joseph had two sons. Manasseh, his firstborn, and Ephraim. Joseph names one son “Manasseh” because “God has made me forget all my troubles and all my father’s household.” Ephraim is named because “God has made me fruitful in the land of my affliction.” Today is great for Joseph because he is doing well, but what about his tomorrow? He was preparing for tomorrow because he was on the edge of seven years of famine.
Genesis 41:53-54 When the seven years of plenty which had been in the land of Egypt came to an end, and the seven years of famine began to come, just as Joseph had said, then there was a famine in all the lands; but in all the land of Egypt there was bread.
Joseph knew that the future held famine. Though it held plenty for seven years, Joseph believed God so knew that a famine was coming. He was prepared.

Genesis 41:55-57 So when all the land of Egypt was famished, the people cried out to Pharaoh for bread; and Pharaoh said to all the Egyptians, “Go to Joseph; whatever he says to you, you shall do.” When the famine was spread over all the face of the earth, then Joseph opened all the storehouses, and sold to the Egyptians; and the famine was severe in the land of Egypt. And the people of all the earth came to Egypt to buy grain from Joseph, because the famine was severe in all the earth.
Don’t miss the point: Many times “all the earth” simply refers to the Middle East part of the world. If it was severe in Egypt, it was severe in Canaan.

Genesis 42:1-4 Now Jacob saw that there was grain in Egypt, and Jacob said to his sons, “Why are you staring at one another?” And he said, “Behold I have heard that there is grain in Egypt; go down there and buy some for us from that place, so that we may live and not die.” Then ten bothers of Joseph went down to buy grain from Egypt. But Jacob did not send Joseph’s brother Benjamin with his brothers, for he said, “I am afraid that harm may befall him.”
There were only two sons by Rachel: Joseph and Benjamin, and Jacob thought Joseph was dead so he wasn’t going to risk losing Benjamin. It was fine for the other sons to go. “We’re going to die if you don’t get some grain from Egypt.”

Genesis 42:5-6 So the sons of Israel came to buy grain among those who were coming, for the famine was in the land of Canaan also. Now Joseph was the ruler over the land; he was the one who sold to all the people of the land. And Joseph’s brothers came and bowed down to him with their faces to the ground.
The brothers folded over and were right down with their faces on the ground. Why? Because they needed grain. By this time Joseph has to be at least 37-38 years old. In Genesis 37:2 God is careful to let us know that Joseph is 17 years old. 

· Write this in the margin of your Bible in the color you mark for time.
Genesis 41:46 says Joseph was 30 years old when he stood before Pharaoh king of Egypt. That tells you how many years he was in the house of Potiphar and in prison. Now Joseph is 30 when the seven years of plenty begin. In Genesis 41:53-57 Joseph is 37 years old because the seven years of plenty have passed. So how old is he in Genesis 42? We know from v 1-9 that the famine has just started because in Genesis 45:6, when his father and brothers arrive, there are five years of famine left. So there is a two year gap to play with. 

Remember that this is an account of the generations of Jacob.

Genesis 37:2a These are the records of the generations of Jacob.
This is a key repeated phrase throughout the book of Genesis. Joseph’s submission to God, his obedience to God, his prudence, secured the future of the generations of Jacob. Jacob said, “Go get us food from Egypt or we’re going to die. What are you standing there for? Get down there.” So his sons went down and then bowed before Joseph.

Genesis 42:7-8 When Joseph saw his brothers he recognized them, but he disguised himself to them and spoke to them harshly. And he said to them, “Where have you come from?” And they said, “From the land of Canaan to buy food.” But Joseph had recognized his brothers, although they did not recognize him.”
Would they be thinking, “There’s my baby brother that I threw into a pit, sold, and now he’s running Egypt.”? No, they wouldn’t think of that. 

Genesis 42:9 And Joseph remembered the dreams which he had about them, and he said to them, “You are spies; you have come to look at the undefended parts of our land.”
Joseph starts that way with his brothers but in Genesis 45:5 he finally makes himself known.

Genesis 45:5 “Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve your life.”  “I’m the one God has used to secure your future.” 

What Joseph Teaches
What can we learn from Joseph that will help us with our todays and tomorrows?

1. No matter what befalls you, you are to rest in God’s sovereignty. Trials never put you outside of the parameters of who God is, or His sovereignty. Faith is not faith until it’s tested. Watch God:

· In Genesis 37 God gives Joseph a dream of stalks bowing down to his stalk; of the sun, moon and stars bowing down to him. When Joseph tells his brothers this dream he ends up in a pit. What is that? A test from God. So we rest in His sovereignty but tests will come. 
· Remember that Joseph had been his father’s favorite so he goes from Papa to the Pit, from the Pit to Potiphar. Everything goes well until his dream is shattered again and he ends up in Prison. What are these? They are tests. God allows us to be tested. 
· Then Joseph is put in the Palace where he interprets Pharaoh’s dreams. That’s also a test. Joseph gives the glory to God. 
Trials are going to come your way. If you are going to store up grain to secure your future then when you encounter a trial you need to know it’s a test from God. Say, “I’m going to pass this test with flying colors.” When you do, God can promote you. 
In the beginning Joseph was only popular with Papa, no one else. After the testing Joseph ruled Potiphar’s whole household. His testing in prison revealed him not to be bitter, angry or stewing but revealed that God was with him all the time. God was also with him in the pit so that he didn’t get killed. God was with him in Potiphar’s house, and God was with him in prison. “The Lord was with him. The Lord gave him favor.” This happened because he was being tested and passing each test. He got scores of 100% but they weren’t from extra credit, they were all earned. He got it all legitimately because he trusted God. He was looking to the future because he was looking at God. We find him faithful in prison and faithful in the palace. Joseph was in the prison [at least] two full years. He didn’t say, “I am faithful to you, God. I did not sin against you by sleeping with Mrs. Potiphar yet I ended up in prison. God, why, when I am faithful to you? Surely you’ll let me out within a week.” But God doesn’t. Joseph was there for at least two full years. 
What is God doing? Securing the future. Making a man, so that in the palace of Pharaoh he can be all that he should be so when his brothers come, Joseph treats them in the way he ought to.
2. You accept this trial as discipline from God. Hebrews 12 is often called the chastening chapter. “Chastening” is an older English word not used much anymore except for the King James Version. This chapter is talking about Jesus. 
Hebrews 12:1-3 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses (those heroes of the faith from Hebrews 11; Joseph is mentioned among them.) surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, (How?) fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. For consider (think about) Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.
If you’re going to secure your future, when you’re being tested in a trial and being disciplined by God, don’t grow weary. Don’t quit, grow faint, walk away, throw up your hands saying, “No more of this. I’m not going to endure these things. I’ll live life the way I want.”

Kay remembers when she was unhappy. She thought she knew Jesus Christ but she didn’t. She remembers her disillusionment in her marriage. She walked away from her husband shaking her fist in the face of God saying, “To hell with you, God. I’ll see you around town. I’m going to find someone to love me.” What was she doing? Not securing her future but about to destroy her family instead of living the right way. She has paid a price, and so have her children. Don’t do that.

Hebrews 12:5-8 “My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord; nor faint when you are reproved by Him; for those whom the Lord loves He disciplines, and He scourges every son whom He receives.” It is for discipline that you endure; God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there whom his father does not discipline? But if you are without discipline…then you are illegitimate children and not sons.
This is discipline. Don’t balk, don’t run away. Joseph hangs in there.

3. Put away bitterness. If you’re going to secure your future and be God’s man or woman; if God’s going to use you to really take care of and bless others, and be the blessing that Joseph was (and it says that Joseph was a blessing, that the blessing of God was on him, and that Joseph blessed others because he had the right attitude); if no matter what comes you stand there with a clear clean conscience, not guilty like Joseph’s brothers were, then you put away bitterness. 
a. Don’t take revenge. In Genesis 42 Joseph knows that his brothers know that they were wrong.
Genesis 42:18-19 Now Joseph said to them (on their first visit) on the third day, “Do this and live, for I fear God: if you are honest men, let one of your brothers be confined in your prison; but as for the rest of you, go, carry grain for the famine of your households, and bring your youngest brother to me, so your words may be verified, and you will not die.” And they did so.
“You told me this story about a brother back home. Bring him back here and I will know it’s true. And I’m keeping one of you until you bring him back.”
Genesis 42:21, 23 Then they said to one another, “Truly we are guilty concerning our brother, because we saw the distress of his soul when he pleaded with us, yet we would not listen; therefore this distress has come upon us,” They did not know, however, that Joseph understood, for there was an interpreter between them.
The brothers were speaking in Hebrew and thought no one knew what they were saying. 
b. Don’t cover up the wrong. In putting away bitterness, you don’t take revenge but neither do you cover up the wrong. Joseph knew that his brothers knew that they were wrong. When you’re dealing with a difficult situation in trying to secure your future, you don’t simply cover everything up and ignore it or say, “It never happened.” You can discuss it. Don’t hold that bitterness within you. If you do it will defile you. This is what Hebrews 12 says.

Hebrews 12:14-15 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and by it many be defiled.
Joseph is not defiled because he put away bitterness. 

c. Joseph does not want them to live with grief or be angry. How you deal with people now is so important. God doesn’t cast away people. He isn’t in the business of throwing them away or destroying relationships. Rather, He’s in the business of restoring relationships. When Joseph finally revealed himself to his brothers in Genesis 45:5 he said, “Don’t be grieved or angry with yourselves. We’ve dealt with it. Yes you were wrong; you should not have done it. But God is sovereign; He’s in control; He allowed it, so don’t be grieved or angry with yourselves. It’s over. You had your guilt and confessed it. I heard you say, ‘God’s found out our iniquity. It’s because of what we did to our brother when we heard him cry but didn’t come to his relief.’”

4. Store the grain in the good times so you can provide for others in the bad times. Joseph talks to his brothers as he sends them back to get Daddy.
Genesis 45:11 “There I will also provide for you, for there are still five years of famine to come, and you and your household and all that you have would be impoverished.”
“I’ve been here in Egypt and I’ve been storing up grain for you. I will provide for you.” The way you live, the way you handle situations, the way you take every day as it comes, if you will live it as God would have you live it according to His precepts, then in the future you need not fear anything that comes your way because you have made provision for it. You are able to handle it. 
Isn’t that awesome? God wants you to see that we need to store up the Word of God in our hearts now so that we are ready for tomorrow. In the light of that, are you prepared for the hard times that are going to come? 
Kay knows the Bible and knows that everything cannot stay just good all the time. God will have to judge America. God deals with idols, and greed is idolatry. A day is coming when God will have to pull the financial rug out from under our feet so that we will have to bow before Him and honor Him as God, recognize that He is God and live accordingly, or walk away in utter rebellion. Are you prepared for the days ahead? Or are you just living for today?
Kay wants to talk about storing up the grain. To prepare for the future, Joseph stored up the grain. What did Joseph do when he knew that hard times and famine were coming? 
In Genesis 41 Joseph tells Pharaoh his dream and interprets it. There will be seven years of plenty followed by seven years of famine. Then:

Genesis 41:32 “Now as for the repeating of the dream of Pharaoh twice, it means that the matter is determined by God, and God will quickly bring it about.
God is the one who holds the future. God holds the future in His hand. God has said it twice so it is going to happen.
Genesis 41:33 “And now let Pharaoh look for a man discerning and wise, and set him over the land of Egypt.”
Storing Up the Grain
How do you prepare for this famine that’s coming so that your country survives? 

1. Look for a man that is discerning and wise. Choose somebody who knows what’s going on. God has to judge America’s sin, so what do we need to do? We need to be wise and discerning. Where do you find Scriptures that tell you how to be wise and discerning in the practicalities of life? Proverbs. There God says a lot about wisdom and discernment (understanding) and finances. 

(  Read the book of Proverbs. Color everything that has to do with finances in one color and you will have a key.

Genesis 41:34 “Let Pharaoh take action to appoint overseers in charge of the land, and let him exact a fifth of the produce of the land of Egypt in the seven years of abundance.
2. Store a fifth. You take off a fifth of all the grain and produce that comes in and store it. You don’t eat it because it’s not a time for gluttony but for discipline. 
Genesis 41:35-36 “Then let them gather all the food of these good years that are coming, and store up the grain for food in the cities under Pharaoh’s authority, and let them guard it. Let the food become as a reserve for the land for the seven years of famine which will occur in the land of Egypt, so that the land will not perish during the famine.”
3. Guard it. Nobody gets into it. It is reserved so no one can touch it. It’s your reserve for lean times.

Applying It Biblically Today
That’s the way Joseph handles the situation. What does it mean for us practically today? We can secure tomorrow in a biblical way. Kay knows that Scripture says, “Lay not for yourself treasures on earth…” but she will explain it.

What about Jacob in the land of Canaan? What was their status? When the brothers finally show up:

Genesis 42:5 So the sons of Israel came to buy grain among those who were coming, for the famine was in the land of Canaan also.
They came to buy grain—not to beg for grain—therefore they had the money.

Genesis 42:10 Then they said to him, “No, my lord, but your servants have come to buy food.”
The money was in their pockets. They were able to buy food. They bought the grain, loaded the donkeys, got home, then what happened? They found all the money that they paid for the grain with in their sacks. Not only did they have the grain but they had the money too. They didn’t know what was going on because they didn’t have the slightest idea that the man they bought the grain from was their brother Joseph. So they went back to buy more. They took the money back, and more money, to buy the grain and presents. What does that tell you? These people had made provision for the future. They didn’t have to go back and use the same grain. What about you? Have you made financial provision for the future?
So often we are misguided in our understanding of finances and how to handle them. Kay remembers her wrong thinking. After Kay shook her fist and said, “To hell with you God, I’m going to find a man to love me,” she went out and became an immoral woman. In the midst of her depravity, in the pit that she dug with her own hands, God rescued her. She told God she would go back to her husband but he committed suicide. She was a new Christian. She read the Bible as well as every biography she could get a hold of. Then God brought Jack into her life. He told her she would marry Jack before she ever met him. Kay married Jack. She remembers as a new bride, a man came to the house to talk to him about insurance and Kay got livid. She thought, “That is so humanistic and ungodly to have an insurance policy!” Jack had to wait until his bride grew up in Jesus Christ. Does the Bible say that insurance policies are wrong like Kay thought? She thought she would live moment by moment, day by day. She read George Mueller’s biography, how he proved God to people and prayed. God provided for those orphans day in and day out, but that was a special mission that God had called him to do to bring people back to faith in God. Kay was applying all these things to herself instead of applying Scripture. 
What does the Bible say? What does God teach about finances? Is it right to store up things?
2 Corinthians 12:14 Here for this third time I (Paul) am ready to come to you, and I will not be a burden to you; for I do not seek what is yours, but you; for children are not responsible to save up for their parents, but parents for their children.
Paul is giving a principle here: It is the responsibility of the parents to save up for their children. Paul also writes to the church in Thessaloniki because he is upset that there are Christians not working. Kay has met those because they show up when you have a ministry. They are itinerant. They say, “God has called me to give the gospel” so they sit at your table, eat, and take your money but they don’t work. That’s not biblical.

2 Thessalonians 3:6-8 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly (undisciplined) life and not according to the tradition which you received from us. For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you, nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we would not be a burden to any of you;
Paul had a right to be since he was an apostle. We are to work so we can provide for ourselves.

2 Thessalonians 3:11-12, 14 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread. And if anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of hat man and do not associate with him.
“If you’re going to eat you’re going to work.” And 1 Timothy says that we are not to desire being rich. Wealth is not to be our goal but godliness is, as in the Sermon on the Mount (see Matthew 6:19-33): “Don’t lay up for yourself treasures on earth where moth and rust destroy and thieves break through and steal, instead lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven.” “God takes care of the lilies and the sparrows so God will take care of you. If you have food and clothing be content.” “Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness and all these things will be added to you.” Kay, rather, is talking about using your energies and talents so that you are prepared for the future, and not just for your own sake or so you can sit around and lavish things on yourselves but so that you can help others. 
1 Timothy 6:6-9 But godliness actually is a means of great gain, when accompanied by contentment. For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it either. And if we have food and covering, with these we shall be content. But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.
Look at America. Look at all the couples, young and old, that are in ruin and destruction because they’ve charged things on their charge accounts and have run up tremendous debts. They run to their parents, taking from them in order to get out of their debt. When we want things and go after things for the sake of things it can lead to ruin and destruction.

1 Timothy 6:10, 17 For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang. Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.
We’re to fix our hope. Regarding the future and finances Kay’s not talking about getting money for her own gain so that she has more and more. That’s greed and greed is idolatry (see Colossians 3). 

1 Timothy 6:18-19 Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is life indeed.
In other words, anything you do for the future you’re storing up for the benefit of others and for the good of the kingdom. You’re handling things rightly. You’re not to fix your hope on money. That’s not to be your goal. Godliness is to be your goal. 
When you do acquire money and abundance, what is its purpose?
2 Corinthians 8:14-15 At this present time your abundance being a supply for their want, that their abundance also may become a supply for your want, that there may be equality; as it is written, (in Exodus) “He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little had no lack.”
This refers to gathering the manna. God will supply our needs but He doesn’t rain money out of heaven. Money, as the proverb goes, does not grow on trees. Money comes as an exchange for labor, for talent. That money is then to be shared with others, to be handled with stewardship, so if you have an abundance, you can say, “Oh God, thank you. Where do You want me to put this or invest this? What person needs help?” That’s what our abundance is for.
1 Corinthians 16:1-2 Now concerning the collection for the saints,… On the first day of every week let each one of you put aside and save, as he may prosper, that no collections be made when I come.”
Take the first day of the week and lay aside what you want to save for the work of the Lord.

Ephesians 4:28 He who steals must steal no longer; but rather he must labor, performing with his own hands what is good, so that he will have something to share with one who has need.
Isn’t that what you see with Joseph? He had to plan, be wise, discerning. He had to have guards, overseers; he had to dole stuff out in the right proportions because the famine was going to be so severe that at the very end the Egyptians would be so desperate they would sell everything they had.

We are to labor so that we have something to share with others.

Luke 6:35 But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for He Himself is kind to ungrateful and evil men.
If you lend as a Christian, it’s not at interest.

Ezekiel 18:7a If a man does not oppress anyone, but restores to the debtor his pledge,…
If someone wants to buy something with a pledge, but then he can’t do it, you don’t hold the pledge. That’s different—you don’t hold that earnest money as a child of God.

Ezekiel 18:7b-9 …does not commit robbery, but gives his bread to the hungry, and covers the naked with clothing, if he does not lend money on interest or take increase, if he keeps his hand from iniquity, and executes true justice between man and man, if he walks in My statutes and My ordinances so as to deal faithfully—he is righteous…
Joseph was righteous. You are to be righteous. So what are you to do?

1. Have a budget. Joseph had a budget. In Kay’s book, A Marriage Without Regrets, she tells you how to do this. There are other great books, such as the ones by Larry Burkett, that can tell you how to do that. We are stewards. Every good and perfect gift comes down from the Father above. He gives us the ability to make money and holds us accountable for how we spend it. It’s required of stewards that one be found faithful (1 Corinthians 4:2).
2. Save each month. Joseph saved. You should save 5-10% of your earnings. You say, “That is hard.” It’s hard, but it’s discipline. We don’t need all the things we buy. We don’t need to eat out as much, get popcorn at the movies, etc. It’s good to discipline ourselves. If you buy a house on a 30 year mortgage of $100,000 and pay it off in 30 years you will be paying $300,000 (at 10% interest). On every monthly payment on your house you should be paying another monthly payment into the principle. What is all of this about?
Proverbs 22:7b …the borrower becomes the lender’s slave.
This is what happened in Egypt, the borrower became the lender’s slave. In Genesis 47 the people of Egypt come to Joseph destitute and starving.

Genesis 47:14-16 And Joseph gathered all the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan for the grain which they bought, and Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh’s house. And when the money was all spent in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food, for why should we die in your presence? For our money is gone.” Then Joseph said, “Give up your livestock,…”
They gave the livestock. Once they didn’t have the livestock to give they asked:

Genesis 47:19 “Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for food, and we and our land will be slaves to Pharaoh. So give us seed, that we may live and not die, and that the land may not be desolate.”
They actually sold their land so that it all belonged to Pharaoh. Joseph bought it. Here’s an application: Lay up for tomorrow. Lay up riches in the Word of God, lay up riches in obedience, lay up riches in consecration, lay up riches in total absolute complete submission and commitment to God. Don’t end up like the people in Egypt who gave everything to Pharaoh. Pharaoh is a picture of the prince of this world if we take it to another realm. God later tells His people, “Don’t ever go down to Egypt again.” He brought them out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. You want to lay up these things so that you are not in debt to the world, just to God. That’s what it’s supposed to be. Just be in debt to God, owing Him righteousness, justice, mercy, compassion. Just pay your debts to God. Live that way now. Look toward the future and know that by living that way now you are laying up treasures, not on earth, but in heaven. Learn to be a wise steward of that which God has given you. Don’t spend it all on yourself like the world does. The world is so self-focused—self, self, self. Joseph did not have his focus on himself but on God. Keep your focus there and you will lay up treasures for the future. Your future will be secure.
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