Who Am I Most Like 
In MY Response to Difficult Circumstances?
Jacob?

Walking “by SIGHT”

Not remembering God’s Faithfulness:
Lost hope, Depressed. Resigned, Fatalistic Despair.
                                                                        Blaming others. 

[image: image1.wmf]Not recognizing God’s Power:
Clutching, fearfully trying to control what he still had in 
                                                            his possession. His life was wrapped up in Benjamin. 

Trusting in my own power:

Giving “gifts” to obtain favor,
                                                           Unbelieving of good news, until I SEE “the wagons”

Joseph?

[image: image2.wmf]             Walking “by FAITH”

Maintaining A Faith:
that stands firm in disappointments, hardships, and heartaches, especially when treated “wrongly”

Trusting God’s Plan:

to put you anywhere He wants (without “kicking”)

Trusting God’s Word: 
Romans 8:28  God causes all things to work together 
                                                                    for good to those who love God
Trusting God’s Power:
knowing that NOTHING can thwart His plan.

Preparing Diligently:
Storing up the grain (of God’s Word) to give to others in need.

Fully Forgiving:

Seeing God’s bigger plan; focused on the GOAL of Christlikeness

Grateful to God:

for the privilege of being in relationship to Him & to bless others

The Brothers?
    Not Walking with God…

[image: image3.wmf]Refusing God:
  I’ll not let Him rule my life (Joseph’s dreams won’t come true)
Ignoring my sin:
“I saw his distress, but didn’t listen”

“Minimizing” sin:
“I’m an “honest” man (justify my ways)

Doing the RIGHT thing to avoid man’s wrath (but forgetting God’s wrath): 
                                                                                           return the money
BUT now…

   Beginning to Recognize God

Seeing God at work in my life:
“What is this God has done to me!”

Fearing God:



is the beginning of wisdom

Admitting Guilt:


“God has found out my iniquity”(no longer justifies self)

Surrender completely to God:
“I am your servant”

Sacrificial love (Judah):

No greater love has any man than to lay down his life for another
Enjoying the unity, purity, and fruitfulness of a family that “walks with God”.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to dwell together in unity!   Psalm 133:1
