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Are you ever troubled by a guilty conscience? Are there times when you’re getting ready for bed or something happens or you see a certain person and all of a sudden you’re feeling guilt because you know you didn’t do what you were supposed to or didn’t act properly toward someone? You know that you failed God so your conscience keeps troubling you. Principles and precepts from Joseph’s life will help you know how to handle a guilty conscience and you’ll learn the grace of forgiveness. 
Many of you have studied the Abrahamic Covenant in Genesis 15. Remember that Genesis 12 begins the character studies. God begins to focus in on individuals. Genesis 12 only covers hundreds of years while the first 11 chapters cover 2000 years at least. In Genesis 15 Abraham believes God and God counts it to him as righteousness. Abraham believed that he was going to have a seed, and that it would multiply to become like the sand of the seashore or the stars in the sky. When God did this He made a covenant with Abraham to ratify His promise. In the midst of that God tells Abraham:

Genesis 15:13-15 And God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years. But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve; and afterward they will come out with many possessions. And as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you shall be buried at a good old age.”

Genesis 15:18a On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this land.
The Abrahamic Covenant promises two things: 1. A seed; and 2. Land for an everlasting possession. The promises were not spoken to Abraham as to “seeds” as in “many” but as to “seed” which is “one” and that is Christ (see Galatians 3:16). That seed is a promise of Messiah (in Hebrew; “Christ” in Greek) who is to come. 
Galatians 3:16-17 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.
This covenant does not nullify the covenant that came 430 years later. This is when the Law is given, which is the Old Covenant. The Law was given, not nullifying the previous covenant, but was given as a tutor to lead us to Christ, the New Covenant.
Galatians 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.
After the Old Covenant, upon the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ, we have the New Covenant. This is the covenant that takes care of your guilty conscience. This New Covenant is mentioned and promised for the first time in Jeremiah 31:31-33
Jeremiah 31:31-33 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt (the house of bondage), My covenant (the Old Covenant) which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD. “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”
God will remove their hearts of stone and give them hearts of flesh. He will write His laws on their hearts. 

Jeremiah 31:34 “They will not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”
This is what clears you from a guilty conscience. If you have been forgiven but are still troubled by a guilty conscience from the sins that you have committed in the past, you need to understand the grace of God that comes through His forgiveness. This is pictured in Joseph’s life. There are different “types” that show all this. This way you will understand doctrine, God’s truths. Doctrine always has a response to it. Doctrine is what God says; you respond in faith because you believe God and then you live accordingly. 
God talks about the conscience in Hebrews 9-10. It says that the Old Covenant could not make the worshiper perfect in conscience. God gave them the Law but the Law could not make you perfect or mature in your conscience because the Law could only point out your sin, as Galatians 3 says. It couldn’t rid you of your sin.

Hebrews 9:14 How much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
What are those dead works? They are the things you did before you came to know the Lord Jesus Christ. They are the things that were sin that you shouldn’t have done. The blood of Jesus Christ cleanses your conscience so that you can serve a living God.

Hebrews 10:2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins?
The Old Covenant would not take away their sins because the worshipers, once having been cleansed if the Old Covenant took away sins, would no longer have a consciousness of sin. So this may be why you constantly are troubled by this guilty conscience even though you know Jesus Christ. God does not intend for you to live under condemnation. God intends for you to live a life of peace, joy and confidence which comes from knowing truth and living accordingly. Jesus prayed for you:

John 17:17 “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.”

If those Old Testament sacrifices under the Old Covenant could take away your sins you would no longer have a guilty conscience. It could be that you are under a Law mentality rather than a grace mentality. Therefore you think you have to do something to appease the one and only God who has already forgiven you. Now because we’ve been sanctified by the offering of Jesus Christ once for all:

Hebrews 10:19-22 Since, therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place (the very holy of holies) by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since we have a great priest over the house of God (this is Jesus Christ) let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith (taking God at His word), having our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
What does Joseph have to show us about all this as we look at the Abrahamic Covenant and the Old Covenant and the New Covenant? And how do we get rid of this guilty conscience once and for all so that we can live in the grace of forgiveness? When you look at the broad picture of Joseph’s life without the details, you see Joseph giving us a picture of the mediator of the New Covenant.

John 1:17 For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth were realized through Jesus Christ.

Before the Old Covenant is inaugurated in Exodus 34, bringing the Law as a tutor leading us to grace, Genesis shows a picture of the grace of forgiveness. God wants people to understand that He is a gracious God. You should not trample on His grace but live in the light of it without the terrible guilt. 
A Walk Through Genesis 37-50 
(Refer to the table appended at the end.) There are different principles to see.

Genesis 37   Begins the account of Joseph when he is 17 years old. It opens with Joseph having a dream where his brothers will bow down to him. Then he is cast into a pit. 

Genesis 38   Only has to do with Judah.

Genesis 39   Shows Joseph out of the pit and in Potiphar’s house working as a slave but really running everything having to do with Potiphar.
Genesis 40: Because Joseph refuses to sleep with Potiphar’s wife he is defamed and sent to prison. He interprets dreams which God uses to give him access to Pharaoh.

Genesis 41: Pharaoh has dreams about the famine that is coming following the seven years of plenty. At this point Joseph is promoted by Pharaoh. 
Genesis 37-40: Joseph is in Preparation.
God is preparing Joseph, growing him up and maturing him by taking him through trials as He did with Jesus. Jesus grew in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man. Then Jesus began His public ministry to the world and to the nation of Israel, God’s covenant people. He began that ministry at age 30, just like Joseph. When Joseph is promoted by Pharaoh, he will, in a sense, act like a savior to these people who are to undergo a terrible famine. He will save them by storing up grain so that they can have bread. When Jesus appears on the scene in His public ministry, He is the true bread. If we eat that bread we shall live. Now Joseph is placed over all of Egypt.
Genesis 42: The famine is in the land. The seven years of plenty have passed. Joseph is at least 37 years old—probably 38 because at the end of chapter 41 the famine has already started. When the famine goes to Canaan, Jacob sends his sons down to Egypt to get bread in order to survive. Egypt has bread. It is being taken care of by Joseph. Israel and his sons need bread also so they have to come to Joseph too. Joseph recognizes them but they don’t recognize him. Joseph takes them through an exercise accusing them of being spies. He puts Israel’s sons in prison three days. Now they’re beginning to understand their brother being in that pit. They don’t know about him being in prison. Joseph then tells them that he doesn’t know whether they are lying to him or not so he says, “You say you have a younger brother at home; leave one of you here and go get him.” He chooses Simeon. “You go get me your younger brother to prove to me that you’re not spies.” He sends them all back to Canaan but leaves Simeon bound until Benjamin is brought down to Egypt. At this time Joseph has to be between 38 and 39 years old. 
Genesis 43: The brothers come back a second time because they are out of grain. This time they bring Benjamin with them because Judah says to his father, “Look, I’m telling you, Dad, they’re not going to accept us. They’ll put us in prison if we don’t bring Benjamin because this is what he said.” Jacob cries, “Why did you say that?” Judah said, “You hold me responsible if I don’t bring him back.” So the brothers return on the second visit.

Genesis 44: Joseph said, “Okay you may go home; I’ll let you go back to your father,” but he has a servant stop them on the road accusing them of stealing Joseph’s silver cup. They find it in Benjamin’s sack. They had said, “If you find that silver cup then you put that person to death.” So Joseph says that Benjamin will be his slave. Judah then pleads for Benjamin. 
What is happening all this time with these men as they go through this set of circumstances? Well, the sin that they committed way back when they sold their brother into slavery has now been brought back to their remembrance. They might have pushed it down. They might have stuffed it or said that it really doesn’t matter where he is; he was a spoiled kid anyway, he tattled on us; we don’t care. Now, though, the very minute they find themselves in a difficult situation where they aren’t guilty of what they’re being accused of, their old guilt comes back to them. Genesis 42 is the first time we see the brothers expressing their guilt. They stand in front of their brother just after he’s let them out of prison after three days. Joseph has just told them that they’ve got to bring Benjamin back and until they do he’s keeping Simeon.
Genesis 42:21 Then they said to one another, “Truly we are guilty concerning our brother, because we saw the distress of his soul when he pleaded with us, yet we would not listen; therefore this distress has come upon us.”
They had been pleading with Joseph, trying to get him to believe them. They didn’t know that this was their brother at this point. “Believe us; we’re not lying to you. We’re not spies.” Joseph’s reply was to put them in prison. There they continued to plead with him. They talked to one another, which took them back to when they had put him in the pit and Joseph had pled with them. Now they remembered their sin. “Yet we would not listen; therefore this distress has come upon us.” 
When is the next time guilt is used? In Genesis 44 Judah has come with his brothers into Joseph’s house. They have fallen down before Joseph.
Genesis 44:15 Joseph said to them, “What is this deed (sin) that you have done? Do you not know that such a man as I can indeed practice divination?”
Genesis 44:16 So Judah said, “What can we say to my lord? What can we speak? And how can we justify ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants; behold, we are my lord’s slaves, both we and the one in whose possession the cup has been found.”
Judah doesn’t say, “Our iniquity is that we sold our brother into slavery.” Instead he says, “What can we say? We’re in this situation and God is judging us. We’re done in by God, not because of what has happened now but because we were guilty. But what does Joseph do in chapter 45?

Genesis 45:4-5 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come closer to me.” And they came closer. And he said, “I am your brother Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. Now do not be grieved or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.”
“We don’t understand all the whys or the circumstances but know that I am here to preserve your life.” How like Jesus Christ!

Genesis 45:6-7 “For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are still five years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvesting. And God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant in the earth, and to keep you alive by a great deliverance.”
There’s a glorious truth here. When Joseph began his public ministry and stepped in to preserve them by bringing bread to them, he’s 30 years old. His brothers show up when he’s 38 because the famine has started. His brothers come, they get grain, they go home. Then they have to come back because they’re out of grain, so in chapter 43 they come back a second time. Then in chapter 44 they are brought into this situation that Joseph engineers in order to show them their sin. They talk about their guilt in chapter 42 but now Joseph really wants them to understand their sin so he plants the silver cup. Now the brothers know that God is holding them accountable for their iniquity. In Genesis 45 the guilt is removed when Joseph reveals himself to his brothers and pardons them saying, “Do not be angry.” He sends Benjamin to Jacob. 
Jacob starts on his journey to Joseph and God affirms His covenant (the Abrahamic Covenant) to Jacob. It is at this time when Jacob goes down to the land of Egypt and is reunited with his son that the 430 years begin that lead up to the Old Covenant. This is when the family as a whole comes to Egypt. They will be there in peace for 30 years and then they are enslaved and oppressed for 400 years. 

Galatians 3:17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.
Not 430 years after it was given to Abraham, but after it was confirmed to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The last time it was confirmed to Jacob was when he was on his way to Egypt—the very year he was reunited with his son and took all his family there.
Their guilt was removed “Don’t be angry, don’t be grieved; God sent me here to preserve life.” Here is a picture not only of Joseph being a savior of all the earth because famine was all over the earth, but here is a picture of Joseph being a savior of his own family. Joseph is a picture of his own family: Jesus came not just to save the whole earth but to save the Jew. 

Romans 1:16b For it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek (Gentile)

Genesis 45:8 “Now, therefore, it was not you who sent me here, but God; and He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of all his household and ruler over all the land of Egypt.
We know that God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son. The Father sent the Son to the earth to be our redeemer.

Genesis 45:9-11 “God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. And you shall live in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s children and your flocks and your herds and all that you have. There I will also provide for you, for there are still five years of famine to come.”
That’s how we know Joseph is 39 years old.

Genesis 45:13-15 “Now you must tell my father (when you go home to get my papa) of all my splendor in Egypt, and all that you have seen; and you must hurry and bring my father down here.” Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and wept; and Benjamin wept on his neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept on them, and afterward his brothers talked with him.

This is a picture of God’s ultimate salvation of the nation of Israel.

Zechariah 12:1-3 The burden of the word of the LORD concerning Israel. (This starts in Genesis 1:1) Thus declares the LORD who stretches out the heavens, lays the foundation of the earth, and forms the spirit of man within him, behold, I am going to make Jerusalem a up that causes reeling to all the peoples around; and when the siege is against Jerusalem, it will also be against Judah. It will come bout in that day that I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples; all who lift it will be severely injured. And all the nations of the earth will be gathered against it. 
Zechariah 12:7 The LORD also will save the tents of Judah first, so that the glory of the house of David and the glory of the inhabitants of Jerusalem will not be magnified above Judah.
“I’m going to come back and redeem My people.”

Zechariah 12:10 “I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the Spirit of grace and of supplication, so that they will look on Me whom they have pierced; and they will mourn for Him, as one mourns for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like the bitter weeping over a firstborn.

“When Israel comes back to Me I’m going to pour out upon them the grace that they so desperately need.” This is Israel’s ultimate salvation.
Romans 11:25-27 A partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in; and thus all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “The deliverer will come from Zion, He will remove ungodliness from Jacob. And this is My covenant with them, when I take away their sins.”
The guilt is removed in chapter 45. When they see their brother they feel this terrible guilt because they know they’ve done wrong. When Jesus Christ comes in the future he’s coming to save the world—but also all Israel, a remnant. If you read further in Zechariah the remnant will go through the fire where 2/3 will perish and 1/3 will be saved. A remnant will be saved. 
The remnant is saved in Genesis 46 when they go down to Egypt. When Jesus Christ comes they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son. Joseph takes away his brothers’ guilt. Do they recognize and accept the fact that their guilt is gone?
Genesis 45: Joseph is 39. The brothers’ guilt is removed.

Genesis 46: God affirms His covenant with Jacob to possess the land. Seventy people come to Egypt.
Genesis 47: When Jacob gets to Egypt he is 130 years old. Does Pharaoh bless Jacob? No, it’s the other way around. It’s interesting to see as you study further that God never destroys Egypt. He destroys Edom but He never Egypt because here is a blessing on Pharaoh. Jacob lives 17 years in Egypt. When he gets to Egypt the clock starts ticking from the ratification of the Abrahamic Covenant to their time of slavery which will come 30 years after they’ve arrived. They will be slaves, according to the Abrahamic Covenant, for 400 years. Thus they will live 30 years in peace and Jacob lives through 17 of those years.
Genesis 48: (This is important to understand the rest of the Bible.) Jacob takes Manasseh and Ephraim, the first two sons of Joseph, and declares them to be his own sons now. All the others are the sons of the brothers, but these two belong to Jacob. Now they begin to number the twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph’s name fades away in favor of Ephraim’s and Manasseh’s. Ephraim was born second but in chapter 48 Jacob gives the blessing to Ephraim first. Joseph wants to cross Jacob’s hands saying, “No Daddy you’ve got it wrong.” But Daddy says, “No I haven’t. What I’ve done I’ve done and this is the way God wants it.” Jacob really understood that because Jacob had a brother, Esau, who was the firstborn but the same thing happened where the second-born received the firstborn blessing.
Genesis 49: Jacob blesses the twelve tribes—the twelve sons (see Genesis 49:28). Jacob dies at the age of 147. So he comes in the land at 130, lives there for 17 years, and dies at age 147.
Genesis 50: Joseph mourns his father and Jacob is buried. The brothers confess for the first time. They have borne this guilt, expressing it in chapter 42. They know they’ve done wrong against their brother. Their guilt is magnified again and expressed in chapter 44 “God has found out our iniquity.” Then they find their guilt removed in chapter 45 because Joseph says it’s removed. When Jesus Christ hung on the cross He died for all sins for all time—past, present, future. He died for all men from Adam to His own return. He died for all. Guilt is removed but the problem is, have we embraced it? Have we really believed? Don’t look at the whys of life, look at the Who of life. You can’t explain the whys—sometimes God will let you know, sometimes He won’t but you can look at the Who of life that is God. 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.
All you must do is know your guilt is removed. Don’t be angry; don’t be grieved. “God has sent me before you to preserve life.” Jesus says, “Regarding your sins, don’t be angry; don’t be grieved. God so loved the world that He sent Me to preserve your life so that you who are dead in your trespasses and sins might have everlasting life.” In a sense their guilt is removed in chapter 45 but it still weighs over them nipping at their heels.

In Genesis 50, after Jacob is buried, his sons come to Joseph. Here is their reasoning before they come to Joseph:

Genesis 50:15 “What if Joseph should bear a grudge against us and pay us back in full for all the wrong which we did to him!”
Is that the way you think about God? You know your sins have been forgiven but your conscience weighs on you. Your guilt weighs on you because you’re not believing God. You’re not really taking God at His word. You think therefore that God is holding a grudge and will get even with you. But if your sins are removed:

Psalm 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far has He removed our transgressions from us.
They are put behind God’s back to be remembered no more. They’re gone.

The brothers are still worried. They send a message.

Genesis 50:16-17 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father charged before he died, saying, ‘Thus you shall say to Joseph, “Please forgive, I beg you, the transgression of your brothers and their sin, for they did you wrong.’” And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your father.” And Joseph wept when they spoke to him.
For the first time they verbally confess to Joseph face-to-face that they had done wrong. What happened? Joseph wept when he spoke to them. Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Finally they have confessed. Finally they have acknowledged it and said it. But he weeps also because they don’t understand that way back in Genesis 45 their guilt had been removed. If only they had believed! But Israel does not believe until the very end, as it says in Romans 5 and Zechariah 12. Oh, there’s a remnant that believes but in the end, when Messiah comes again, all Israel will be saved. 

What do you see about Joseph? First he weeps in the pit seeking release, then he weeps when he hears his brothers discussing their sin because he knows that they are bearing the guilt of their sin, then he weeps over Benjamin. He has to leave the room to go to his chamber to compose himself. He weeps on his father’s neck when the father and son are reconciled after the son has been sent to Egypt to be the savior. There he says to the father, “Tell them that we are shepherds.” Finally Joseph weeps over his brothers’ confession. In Isaiah 53 Jesus is shown as a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Joseph weeps all the way through his life for various reasons.
Genesis 50:18 Then his brothers also came and fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.”
Forgiveness is so important. When you forgive (out of the realm of God, but regarding someone who has sinned against you), the transgressor becomes the servant of the forgiver. The minute that you forgive another person that person becomes your servant because you have done what is right before God.
Genesis 50:19-20 But Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in God’s place? And as for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present result, to preserve many people alive.”
When the Jews crucified Jesus Christ and the world cooperated in it, they meant it for evil but God meant it for good.

Genesis 50:21 “So therefore, do not be afraid; I will provide for you and your little ones.” So he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.
Joseph’s brothers bowed at his feet because Joseph bowed before God. Back when, he had a dream where his brothers would bow down. Since then there is no sign that Joseph ever had any animosity toward God. Joseph’s sin is never mentioned or discussed. He is a picture of Christ. Joseph’s brothers bow down to him in chapter 42, 43 and 44. 
Eventually they will bow down before Judah. They also bow down in chapter 50. When Jesus Christ comes to reign as the King of kings:

Philippians 2:10b, 11 …Every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Genesis 50:22 Now Joseph stayed in Egypt, he and his father’s household, and Joseph lived one hundred and ten years. 
Joseph was 69 when his father died. When Joseph was 69 years old the 400 years of oppression and slavery started. Joseph lived 41 years under the oppression of the Pharaoh expressed in Exodus 1:8-14. We don’t know the whys but we know the Who. Through all of this, God was raising up a great nation of people for Himself. When Joseph died the children of Israel were in bondage but he left them with a hope of the release from slavery.
Genesis 50:25 Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, “God will surely take care of you, and you shall carry my bones up from here.”
“Carry my bones out when you go.” Just before Jesus Christ died he said, “Whoever commits sin is a slave to sin, but if the Son shall set you free you shall be free indeed.” When He said that He showed them: “No one convicts Me of sin because I’m not guilty of any, therefore I can set you free.” Your guilt is gone because Jesus Christ, the Lamb without spot or blemish, paid for your sins in full. 
Genesis 50:26 So Joseph died at the age of one hundred and ten years; and he was embalmed and placed in a coffin in Egypt.
These are the generations, as chapter 37 says, of Jacob. Genesis 49 lists what Jacob promised to each one and the blessing he gave to each one of the twelve tribes. There is a lot of space given to Judah. In the account of Joseph, Judah has prominence over each of the other brothers.

· In Genesis 37, it’s Judah who says not to kill Joseph but sell him. 
· Genesis 38 has the account of the birth of Judah’s son Perez who will be in the genealogy of Jesus Christ through Tamar, Judah’s daughter-in-law. 
· In Genesis 43 Judah makes a promise to Jacob: “Hold me responsible if I do not bring Benjamin back.” Who comes from Judah? The lion of the tribe of Judah, Shiloh the one who will hold the scepter in His hand, the one who will be Messiah. Men are sold into bondage. 
· In Genesis 44 Judah pleads for Benjamin that he won’t be taken away and will be allowed to see his father again. 
· In Genesis 46 Jacob sent Judah to point the way to the land of Goshen where they’d be spared. 
· In Genesis 49 we learn that Shiloh comes from Judah. The twelve tribes will bow before Judah.
Genesis 49:8-10 “Judah, your brothers shall praise you; your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies; your father’s sons shall bow down to you. Judah is a lion’s whelp; from the prey, my son, you have gone up. He crouches, he lies down as a lion, and as a lion, who dares rouse him up? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to him shall be the obedience of the peoples.
“Shiloh” means “To whom it belongs.” The people will bow down to one who is from Judah.
Genesis 49:11 “He ties his foal to the vine, and his donkey’s colt to the choice vine; he washes his garments in wine, and his robes in the blood of grapes.”
How that’s described in Isaiah and Ezekiel and the book of Revelation as it points to the Messiah who is going to come.

Genesis 49:12 “His eyes are dull from wine and his teeth white from milk.”
Psalm 78:67-68 He also rejected the tent of Joseph, and did not choose the tribe of Ephraim, but chose the tribe of Judah, Mount Zion which He loved. And He built His sanctuary like the heights, like the earth which He has founded forever.
Joseph should have been the one who took Judah’s place because he was the firstborn of Rachel. Reuben, the firstborn of Jacob, could not take the throne because he couldn’t control his passions. Joseph did. Simeon and Levi were judged because they didn’t control their anger. Joseph did. Yet Joseph will not take the place of pre-eminence; that will go to Judah. “He has founded it.” You saw it in the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth. God created the world and God created a people. Through that people He was planning to bring the Messiah.
Psalm 78:70-71 He also chose David His servant and took him from the sheepfolds; from the care of the ewes with suckling lambs He brought him to shepherd Jacob His people, and Israel His inheritance.
“Israel His inheritance.” Don’t miss the study on Exodus. The Old Testament has come alive, and the New Testament comes alive through the Old Testament. After that come studies on Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy—the whole Torah, the book where Jesus began explaining with Moses those things in the Scriptures concerning Himself. In studying this it’s not enough to want the application but also the doctrine that leads to a solid application in your life.
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