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One simple act of obedience, you never know where it will lead. You’ll never know until you obey the things God has for those who love Him and keep His commandments. One simple act of obedience will keep you from regrets that may not come immediately from disobedience but will raise their ugly heads later to haunt and torment your mind because you didn’t do what you ought to have done. You didn’t do what you should have done even though you knew how you were to walk. Someone warned you, stopped you, told you, but you didn’t listen. Listen. If you will obey God you’ll never regret it.

We’re about to look at the life of a man who knew and obeyed God—a great and awesome man who is mentioned throughout the Bible. Maybe when you were a child you sang the song “Father Abraham.” The Bible speaks a lot about Abraham. Hebrews 11 is the faith chapter and contains a key repeated phrase: “By faith”. What is faith?

Hebrews 11:1, 6 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe (1): that He is and (2): that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.

All the way through Hebrews 11 is: “By faith.” It’s called the Hall of Faith. It’s not the Baseball Hall of Fame but God’s Hall of Fame—the Hall of Faith. The faith of Abraham is in: 

Hebrews 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going.

He is a man recognized because of his faith. 
(  In Romans “faith” is a word to mark.
Romans 4:9b For we say, “Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.”

Because Abraham believed God he was declared righteous.

Romans 4:11b That he might be the father of all who believe without being circumcised, that righteousness might be reckoned to them.

All the way through this chapter it talks about the faith of Abraham.

Romans 4:16 For this reason it is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace, in order that the promise may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all.

When you think about faith all throughout the Bible you think about the faith of Abraham. 
In Galatians 3:9 Abraham is called the believer.

Galatians 3:9 So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer.

He was a man who believed God, who chose to walk by the word of God so he was known as Abraham the believer. Abraham was a man who not only had faith but lived by that faith. He was a man who had works that showed his faith. 
Does your lifestyle show your faith? Does it testify or show that you really believe what God says? “This is a woman who walks by the Book. This is a man who knows God. I can tell by the way they dress, talk, act, relate, by their standards and morals.”
James 2:21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar?

Abraham believed God; that He would raise Isaac from the dead if Abraham put his son to death. So Abraham did exactly what God said. He was a man whose life testified to the confession of his mouth. He’s called Abraham the servant.

Psalm 105:42 For He remembered His holy word with Abraham His servant;

God acted because He remembered way back when He made a promise to Abraham. God remembered Abraham and identified him as His servant. This was a man who served his God—in an exemplary way.

Isaiah 41:8 “But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, descendant of Abraham My friend.”

This is a term God gives to no other man in the Old Testament: My friend. Abraham was a friend of God. 
If you will obey God and take Him at His word to walk in His way and keep His commandments, you’ll be known as a friend of God. All of that is possible. 
God is referred to as the God of Abraham all throughout the Scriptures.
Psalm 47:9 The princes of the people have assembled themselves as the people of the God of Abraham, for the shields of the earth belong to god; He is highly exalted.

This is an awesome Psalm. Wouldn’t it be awesome to be known as the God of <your name>? In other words, to be so connected to God that people say, “That person’s God is awesome.” In Exodus Moses cries to God, “Remember Abraham.”

Exodus 32:13-14 (Moses is speaking) “Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Thy servants to whom Thou didst swear by Thyself, and didst say to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heavens, and all this land of which I have spoken I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’” So the Lord changed His mind about the harm which He said He would do to His people.

Moses says, “Remember Abraham; remember the promise You made to him…” Abraham was obedient to God and God was faithful to Abraham. As you’re obedient to God, you’ll discover the faithfulness of God. But if you’re disobedient to Him you’ll discover the faithfulness of God, too—the faithfulness of God to judge those who disobey Him or don’t treat Him as God. It didn’t end when Abraham died. Luke 16 mentions Lazarus in Abraham’s bosom, as being on the cool side of death until they would be caught up to heaven after the death of Jesus Christ. 

In Matthew 8 Jesus tells what is going to happen in the future. He’s talking about faith.

Matthew 8:10-11 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled, and said to those who were following, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel. (Jesus was referring to a Gentile who believed God.) And I say to you, that many shall come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven;”

There’s going to be a banquet table spread. Who’s going to be in chief places at that table? Abraham, Isaac, Jacob—three men who were faithful to God. The first of those is Abraham the father of Isaac, and grandfather of Jacob. In studying him we will see what it means to obey God.

Genesis 12


In Genesis 11 God introduces Abraham but in Genesis 12 God speaks to Abraham.
Genesis 12:1a, 4a Now the LORD said to Abram, So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him;

The LORD said… And Abraham responded in obedience.

Genesis 12:1-3 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you; and I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, (You go forth in obedience and I will bless you.) …and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those that bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

If you know Jesus Christ, the Bible says in Galatians 3:29 that you are Abraham’s seed, his descendant by faith. You are blessed because of Abraham’s obedience.

Genesis 12:4a So Abram went forth as the LORD had spoken to him;

Do you know that God speaks? Do you know that He has spoken in the Bible? Do you know that the Bible has everything you will ever need for any situation of life? There’s not a curve that can be pitched at us that we can’t hit, because we have the Word of God. We have the answer to every situation of life. All we need to know is what God has said. Then we walk and do as God has spoken. 
If you do, Kay promises that you will never be full of regrets saying, “I wish I never had…, If only I had done this, if only I hadn’t done that, if only I had listened, if only I had obeyed.” You will not have to live with those regrets if you will believe and obey God. But you say, “I’m on the other side. I’m already living with the regrets.” If you are, know that if you’ll believe and obey God the regrets can go and you can have a future. You can have a hope. The testimony of that is in the one to whom God spoke, and that’s the nation of Israel. They had a lot of regrets yet God said, “I know the plans I have for you. They’re plans of good and not of evil to give you a future and a hope.” If you’re breathing and alive there’s hope because there’s God.

The Events Preceding Abraham
How does Abraham fit into the book of Genesis? Genesis is a book of beginnings. God started with one man and one woman whom He created and from them every other man and woman came. If we could trace our genealogy all the way back, it would end with that one man and one woman, Adam and Eve. Eve is the mother of all living. Cain got his wife from Eve; he married his sister because that’s all there was to marry. God began with Adam and Eve. He put them in a perfect environment but they didn’t listen to God when they took the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They ate it, and by one man sin entered into the world and death by sin. Can you imagine their regrets? They had two sons, Cain and Abel. Because of their sin in taking of the fruit of the forbidden tree they lost one of their sons to death when one killed the other. So man started off fine with everything he needed but he didn’t listen to God or obey. There was failure. But God gave a promise of a Messiah in Genesis 3—someone who will crush the head of the serpent and bring salvation to mankind. Yet they waited and waited as man got worse and worse—until Genesis 6.
Genesis 6:5-6 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great on the earth, and that every intent of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. And the LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth, and He was grieved in His heart. 

God decided to blot man out from under heaven. He planned to get rid of man on earth except He had one man who listened and obeyed. One man He could trust:

Genesis 6:9 These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God.

Noah was righteous. That means he listened to God and obeyed God. He walked with God which meant there was fruit visible from his faith. Thus when Adam blew it, God took another man, Noah, whom God preserved on an ark. Noah had three sons, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

Again man blew it because God told man to scatter over the earth, multiply and repopulate it, but they all gathered together in the land of Shinar at Babylon near the Ur of the Chaldees. They decided to build a tower to reach heaven. It had a zodiac on top so they were not worshiping the God that made the stars but the stars that were made by God. Once again God had to move. He needed a man to work through, so God called Abraham.

In Genesis 1-11 there are four main events. In Genesis 4-50 there are four main characters. The first one, Abraham, takes up as much space in the Word of God as the first four events put together.
Genesis 1-2: The Creation. God spoke and brought the world into existence. That’s how we got here. If anyone says it’s crazy, know that God was the only eyewitness and He told us.

Genesis 3-5: The Fall. Adam falls.

Genesis 6-9: The Flood. Men fell; God’s upset and finally God gets rid of man by drowning. Eight souls are saved in the ark. 

Genesis 10-11: The Nations. When they get off the ark all the earth comes from Noah’s sons Shem, Ham, or Japheth. Everyone can trace their genealogy back to one of them. 
Abraham
Out of Shem comes Abraham. His genealogy goes back to Shem. Genesis 11 contains Abraham’s genealogy.

Genesis 11:10 These are the records of the generations of Shem…

“The records of the generations of” is a key repeated phrase throughout the book of Genesis. Remember that Genesis is the book of beginnings. 

Genesis 11:27, 29a, 30 Now these are the records of the generations of Terah. Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor and Haran; and Haran became the father of Lot. And Abram and Nahor took wives for themselves. The name of Abram’s wife was Sarai;… 

Moses was God’s chosen author for Genesis. Moses wanted us to know and understand right from the beginning, before Genesis 12, before there’s a pivot in the book, before we move from these events to the main characters, that Sarai was barren. (Abraham and Sarah’s names were changed when Abram becomes Abraham and Sarai becomes Sarah.)
Genesis 11:30-32 And Sarai was barren; she had no child. And Terah took Abram his son, and Lot the son of Haran, his grandson, and Sarai his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s wife; and they went out together from Ur of the Chaldeans in order to enter the land of Canaan; and they went as far as Haran, and settled there. And the days of Terah were two hundred and five years; and Terah died in Haran.

Ur of the Chaldees is in present-day Iraq. Geographically in Iraq there is also that ancient site of Babylon. Ur is just a little southeast of Babylon. On the plain of Shinar in Babylon was the tower of Babel. This is where Abram comes from.


Who was he? He was the son of Terah, the son of Shem. His genealogy is in Genesis 11. Genesis 12 has Abram’s call. The nations are summarized in chapter 11 and put into focus to prepare us for Abraham. His father Terah went with him from the Ur of the Chaldees up north to Haran. There Terah died and Abram settled with his family. 

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country,
(  Next to this verse write “Genesis 15:7.”

Genesis 15:7 And He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.”

Abram’s land is the Ur of the Chaldees.

(  Write next to “Go forth from your country”, Nehemiah 9:7-8. (It’s Kay’s goal and ambition for every human being to have an International Inductive Study Bible because it does not tell you what to believe but it does tell you how to discover truth for yourself as you let Scripture interpret Scripture.)
Nehemiah 9:7-8a “Thou art the LORD God, who chose Abram and brought him out from Ur of the Chaldees, and gave him the name Abraham. And Thou didst find his heart faithful before Thee.

If God were to look at your heart today (and He does) would He stamp it “faithful”?

Nehemiah 9:8 And Thou didst find his heart faithful before Thee, and didst make a covenant with him to give him the land of the Canaanite, of the Hittite and the Amorite, of the Perizzite, the Jebusite, and the Girgashite—to give it to his descendants. And Thou hast fulfilled Thy promise, for Thou art righteous.

God fulfills His promises because He is righteous. 

Genesis 12:1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go forth from your country, and from your relatives and from your father’s house, to the land which I will show you.

Abram is instructed by God just to leave—his relatives, his father’s house. When Jesus Christ calls us we must be willing to leave our fathers, mothers, sisters and brothers to follow Him. 
Luke 18:29-30 And He said to them, “Truly I say to you, there is no one who has left house for wife or brothers or parents or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, who will not receive many times as much at this time and in the age to come, eternal life.”

God calls us to Himself. The primary relationship when you come to know God is between you and God. No one else is to get between you and God—no one else—not your wife, your husband, your children, you mom or your dad because the minute you sign up with God you are God’s and you are to love Him. He says:

Matthew 16:24-25 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find it.”

We are to love Him above all else.

Luke 14:26 “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.”

God calls us to Himself and there is to be no one between you and God. When Abram goes out daddy Terah goes with him. They get as far as Haran. There they stop and settle. Then Terah dies. Then God moves even greater:
Genesis 12:1b-2 …To the land which I will show you; and I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, (Know this: If you will obey God He will bless you.) and make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing.
When you obey God, not only does He bless you but God uses you as a blessing in other peoples’ lives. There is nothing greater than having another person say, “Because of you, because of your faith, because of what you taught me, because of your ministry, because you were faithful, because I watched you, I am what I am.” You see this in Thessalonians when Paul writes, “You became imitators of us and of the Lord.” First they see you, then they see the God who is behind you— and before you and above you and beneath you and in you—the God upon whom you are focused.
Genesis 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

God promises in verse 2, “I’m going to make of you a great nation.” If He’s going to make of Abraham a great nation, what is Abraham going to need? A child. But Sarai was barren. So here Abraham believed that his wife who had been barren for all these years would someday bear him a child. And from that child would come a great nation. There were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. From them came the Gentiles and all the different nations which God scattered over the face of the earth. God divided the earth in the days of Peleg, which is how people got on the different continents. Then there is Abraham. From him God was going to make one specific distinct nation—a nation of Hebrews. Genesis 14 contains the first use of the term “Hebrew”.
Genesis 14:13 Then a fugitive came and told Abram the Hebrew…

Abraham is going to be a new nation, a Hebrew. Today we call them Jews. Abraham would be a Hebrew and eventually the father of the nation of Israel. Here was a distinct people through which all the nations of the earth would be blessed. 

Genesis 12:4b Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

Abraham was younger when he left Ur of the Chaldees. How long he was in Haran we don’t know, because God doesn’t tell us anywhere in the Word of God. But He does tell us that Abraham went forth in obedience. 

Acts 7 contains an awesome summary of the history of Israel. There Stephen stood before Jews who were upset with him and were going to stone him because he believed in Jesus as the Messiah.

Acts 7:2-3 And he (Stephen) said, “Hear me, brethren and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, (So God appeared to Abraham in Ur of the Chaldees) and said to him, ‘Depart from your country and your relatives, and come into the land that I will show you.’”
(  Every time Kay reads about any geographical location she uses a green pen and double underlines it. That way she can always see where she is geographically.

The land is very important. It’s a land God gave to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and their descendants forever. This is the land of Israel over which there is all the controversy. If you understand the Word of God you understand whose land it is. It’s not a matter of politics or hating the Palestinians or Arabs, or playing favorites. It’s simply a matter of hearing God, believing Him and obeying Him.
Acts 7:4-5 “Then he departed from the land of the Chaldeans, and settled in Haran. And from there, after his father died, God removed him into this country in which you are now living. And He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground; and yet, even when he had no child, He promised that He would give it to him as a possession, and to his offspring after him.”

That possession is to last forever. 


God called Abraham. God spoke and Abraham obeyed. God told him to leave and he did. When Abraham left Haran he took Lot with him. Lot was a young man who didn’t have a father. It’s like Abraham became a father to Lot. 
You want to be the man God ordained you to be. If you become a father, know this—you are absolutely vital to those kids. Don’t you dare walk away from them! Don’t you dare have an affair! Don’t you dare walk in disobedience to God! It might be sweet right now to do it, and it might be “I can’t live without her,” but there will be a day when you wake up drowning—absolutely drowning—in regret because you didn’t listen and obey God. 

All throughout Scriptures God gives us examples. This is the example of Abraham. When Abraham passed through the land of Canaan to Shechem, to the oak of Moreh, God appeared.

Genesis 12:7 And the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this land.”

“Look at where you’re standing. To your descendants I’m going to give this land.” The minute God said that, Abraham had the assurance of the promise that someday he would have a seed—a son. Someday Sarah will give birth to a son. God promised Abraham a seed and land in the same breath so what did Abraham do? He built an altar. The first time a man built an altar, it was Noah after leaving the ark. He worshiped God there and acknowledged that God is God. When God appeared to Abram, he built an altar to worship God and acknowledge who He is. 
Is there an altar in your life? This doesn’t mean a physical altar. (Some people set up in their homes all sorts of altars putting stones, sticks, plants, books on them. No, Kay is talking about an altar to the one and only true living God—the God who is connected with man; the God who made you and did not depart from you; the God who desires your heart; the God who has a way for you to live and has a path for you to take. Are you connected to Him? Are you listening to Him?
Genesis 12:8 Then he proceeded from there to the mountain on the east of Bethel, and pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an altar to the LORD and called upon the name of the LORD.

The name of the LORD defines who God is. It shows a relationship where Abram understood who God is. He calls on the name of the LORD. The word “LORD” is “Yahweh”. It’s the most holy name there is for God. Abram doesn’t really understand this yet—at least not in the depths of his being because it’s not until Exodus that this great understanding of God as Yahweh comes to pass. Yahweh simply means “He is that He is,” that He is God, the All-Sufficient One, the Self-Contained One. 

Abram then journeyed on south to the land of the Negev. When he got there a famine was in the land. Abram didn’t stop to seek God’s direction. The Bible doesn’t tell us about his stopping and asking, “God, where do I go next?” because he was about to leave the land God promised him due to a famine. He went down to Egypt. The Bible says later on, “Woe be unto those who go down to Egypt for help in the time of trouble.” Egypt is always a picture of the world. 


In Egypt Abram got in trouble. If Abram was 75, Sarai was 65; she was 10 years younger than Abraham. She was a living doll. He knew that when she got there that word would spread. They were liable to kill Abram because Pharaoh might want to sleep with her and take her as his wife. So Abram persuaded her to tell them that she was his sister. There was a family connection between them so she did and Pharaoh took her in. Yet God is God. God still rules. He still protected and watched over them. Thus poor Pharaoh and his household were all afflicted when a great plague came. God let him know that he had another man’s wife and that he was in trouble.

Genesis 12:18-19 Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, “What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? Why did you say, ‘She is my sister,’ so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife, take her and go.”

When a heathen said to Abram, “Why did you do this?” it was a good time for Abram to stop and think, “Now why did I do that?” because if God had promised him a land and a seed but Sarai had not yet had a child, could Pharaoh kill him? Not if God is God. Not if the promises of God are “yea” and “amen”. In that period of Abram’s life he stopped to fear man more than he feared God. 
The fear of man brings a snare.
Proverbs 29:25 The fear of man brings a snare, but he who trusts in the LORD will be exalted.
Galatians 1:10 For am I now seeking the favor of men, or of God? Or am I striving to please men? If I were still trying to please men, I would not be a bond-servant of Christ.
Matthew 6:24a “No one can serve two masters;” 

Here Abram feared man and the fear of man brings a snare but that’s exactly what happened. You cannot serve two. Abram didn’t believe God yet did God wash His hands of Abram? “Okay, Abram, you’ve had it. I’m finished with you. You blew it right off the bat.” No. God brought the plague and delivered. Why? 
God understands your frame. God understands that you are but dust. You say, “Oh good, that gives me a good excuse.” No, it’s not a willful “I’m going to do this,” because then God has to take you to the divine woodshed. God knows our frame and He has a plan. If you have regrets know this: If you’re still alive there is hope. He is the God of all hope but to not believe that is to disappoint God because He has the promises. What more can He do or say than what He’s done here? And we are to believe Him.
Genesis 13


In Genesis 12, Abram was learning to trust God. He was not perfect—and it shows. In Genesis 13 the first thing he did was to go back to Bethel:

Genesis 13:3b-4 …to the place where his tent had been at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, to the place of the altar which he had made there formerly; and there Abram called on the name of the LORD.

If you’re going to be a man or woman of God you’re not going to be perfect. Kay has blown it. Someone recently revealed a behavior flaw, a relationship Kay is not good at, to her and it crushed her. It could have defeated her and made her crawl into a hole but she’s not going to because God doesn’t want her in a hole. He’s in process with her and she needs to know it, and that there’s no failure that goes beyond the grace of God. There is nothing God cannot redeem. To think that at 65 Kay is just learning this grieves her. But at least she’s still breathing and can do something about it. 

This is what Abram does. As they lived in the land the flocks of Abram and Lot got so big that there was contention between them. Watch the grace of Abram: He gave Lot his choice. Abram was wealthy but not greedy. He gained many possessions while he was in Haran and Egypt yet when his nephew Lot chose the best land and put his eye toward Sodom and Gomorrah and looked at the valley of the Jordan, which is a gorgeous valley, rich and lush, Abram didn’t begrudge Lot his choice. Abram was rich but not greedy. There’s a difference between being rich and being greedy. When Lot finally separated from Abram (and don’t miss the point):

Genesis 13:14-15 And the LORD said to Abram, after ((Put a clock there) Lot had separated from him, “Now lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and southward and eastward and westward; for all the land which you see, I will give it to you and your descendants forever.”

“It shall not be to Lot but to you. And it shall be to your descendants forever.”

(  Mark “forever” as a time phrase.

Genesis 13:16-18 “And I will make your descendants as the dust of the earth; so that if anyone can number the dust of the earth, then your descendants can also be numbered. Arise, walk about the land through its length and breadth; for I will give it to you.” Then Abram moved his tent and came and dwelt by the oaks of Mamre (different oaks), which are in Hebron, and there he built an altar to the LORD.

There was this continuing obedience and worshiping of God, acknowledging Him and calling upon Him. You see Abram faithful, not greedy. He received a blessing after he separated from Lot.

If you are going to be God’s man or woman you have to come out from among the world and be separate. You live in the world but are not of the world. You march to a different drumbeat. You march to the passion and the Word of God, to the commands of God, as He has that Holy Spirit walkie talkie inside of you talking to you, saying, “This is the way you are to walk.” You walk in obedience to Him, then you have the blessing of God. But it separates you. It separates you from a certain crowd, from certain relationships. 

If Kay’s dear friend Tim, when he got on his knees and said, “God I’m attracted to men but God I will not do this. God I will die first,” had separated himself from the approach of the homosexual community he would not be calling Kay on the phone with all his regrets, tears, remorse and remembrance because he would have come out from them, separate. He would not have touched the unclean thing—and it was an unclean thing.
Genesis 14

The kings of that area decided to take Sodom and Gomorrah. As they went to fight their battles a fugitive came to Abraham the Hebrew to tell him that they had got Lot. Abraham went after Lot to rescue him. When he came back from that victory he met an awesome character by the name of Melchizedek, the king of Salem (later called Jerusalem). In Hebrews it says Melchizedek was a forerunner, a foreshadower, of Jesus Christ. He was one of whom we have no genealogy—no record of a mother or father or anything except that here he appeared on the scene. Later on Jesus Christ would be called a priest after the order of Melchizedek. Not a priest from the tribe of Levi because Jesus was born from the tribe of Judah. In Melchizedek we see a picture of Jesus Christ. Abraham paid tithes to Melchizedek who, in turn, blessed Abraham.

Genesis 14:18 And Melchizedek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; now he was a priest of God Most High.

Here is the first mention of the name of God: El Elyon. This name for God shows the sovereignty of God, that He is the “Most High God”. There is none higher than Him. He rules supreme. He is the God who does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth. This is “God Most High.”
Genesis 14:19-20 And he blessed him and said, “Blessed be Abram of God Most High, Possessor of heaven and earth; and blessed be God Most High, Who has delivered your enemies into your hand.” And he gave him a tenth of all.
Genesis 14:21-23 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give the people to me and take the goods for yourself.” (“Take the spoils of war.” By this Abram shows his principled lifestyle:) Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have sworn to the LORD God Most High, possessor of heaven and earth, that I will not take a thread or a sandal thing or anything that is yours, for fear you would say, ‘I have made Abram rich.’”

Abram says, “I will not take any of the spoils whatsoever because I don’t want anyone to think that any man made me who I am. It is God who made me who I am. It is God who gave me what I have.” This is a man of integrity and conviction. He trusted God. Yes, he failed. He went down to Egypt and said “Tell them you’re my sister.” He feared man more than God. But he didn’t stay there or wallow in regret. He believed God; he went on; he obeyed God and he did what God told him to. 

First Timothy 6 says the rich have to be careful that greed doesn’t take a hold of them. 
1 Timothy 6:9-10 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

Abram was rich but he was not greedy. He didn’t want more, more, more at the cost of his promise and relationship to God. He didn’t want more. 
What about you? We live in a greedy society, a society of idolaters. Idolatry, Colossians 3 tells us, is greed. Abram didn’t have an idol. God was his God. He was going to obey God, follow Him and serve Him without compromise. What about you? Do you want a life without regrets? With blessing? Then know this: If God speaks, all you have to do is trust and obey. Just walk the way God says to walk and you will know the blessing of God. The word “Bless” is used over and over again in connection with Abraham because he was God’s man. God honors those who honor Him. 

2 Chronicles 16:9a (KJV) For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro throughout the whole earth,  (looking for a man or woman whose heart is fully His, that He might) show Himself strong on behalf of them whose heart is perfect toward Him. God found it in Abraham when He said “Leave” and Abraham separated to do what God told him. Abraham’s story will grip your heart and give you an example you can follow. 
