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Have you ever noticed how mean or cruel or evil people can be? Maybe you’ve been the brunt of some of that. Maybe you’ve watched some person come against you in their self-centeredness, thinking only of themselves. Why can’t we live in peace and harmony? Why, when you get to the root or core of a person, is there evil there? It’s because of our hearts. We need a heart transplant. We need our hearts of stone removed and replaced with a heart of flesh. That’s what we’ll see as we look at the subject of covenant by looking at the life of Abraham and the Abrahamic Covenant. The Law and the New Covenant relate to it as well. You’ll get an understanding of what a covenant is—a solemn binding agreement. 
The first time the word “covenant” appears in the Word of God is in Genesis 6. Remember, Adam and Eve had sinned. They had reproduced sinners after their own image. By the time of Genesis 6 God is grieved in His heart because He sees that the intent of man’s heart is only evil continually. He sees the wickedness of a man. It’s out of the abundance of the heart that man speaks and acts. God is grieved so is going to wipe man off the face of the earth. But before He does He makes a covenant with Noah and his family. Noah is a righteous man. Among all the people on earth Noah walks with God. As God gets ready to bring the flood He speaks:
Genesis 6:17-18 “And behold, I even I am bringing the flood of water upon the earth, to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of life from under heaven; everything that is on the earth shall perish. But I will establish My covenant with you (Noah); and you shall enter the ark—you and your sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you.”
God is saying, “I am going to make a solemn binding agreement with you. You do not need to fear. You come into My ark and as I bring judgment upon the face of this earth this ark will keep you safe.” So the first time the word “covenant” (beriyth) is actually mentioned in the Word of God it’s in context of judgment and the preservation of a righteous person who has chosen to walk with God even though all others do not.

When they get off the ark mankind has not changed. Noah built an altar to offer God a sacrifice.

Genesis 8:21 And the Lord smelled the soothing aroma; and the LORD said to Himself, “I will never again curse the ground on account of man, for the intent of man’s heart is evil from his youth.”
(  Kay draws a red heart on top of the word “heart” when marking it so that she can spot it immediately. Next to this Genesis verse and the heart she has written Jeremiah 17:9.

Jeremiah 17:9 The heart is more deceitful than all else and is desperately sick; who can understand it?
What does man need then? A new heart. That is what God is going to effect when He calls one man among the mass of mankind from these Gentile nations that He has scattered all throughout the earth. One man by the name of Abram with whom He will make a covenant. Through it He will begin a process of salvation that eventually will take care of this deceitful and desperately wicked heart. He will give us a brand new heart, not of stone but of flesh.

God is going to move. Through a nation He will bring forth the seed of Abraham through a series of three covenants.

The Three Covenants of Salvation

1. The Abrahamic Covenant

2. The Old Covenant—or the Law

3. The New Covenant—or Grace

These are the three covenants of salvation.

The Abrahamic Covenant

Abraham has been waiting for this promise to come forth. We don’t know how long but it’s been for a long, long time because in Genesis 16:16 he is 86 years old. So it’s between ages 75 and 86. Abraham has been waiting, but every month, 12 times a year, Sarai says “No. Sorry, not yet.”

Genesis 15:1 After these things (after his battle and after he meets Melchizedek and pays tithes to him) the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, “Do not fear, Abram, I am a shield to you; your reward shall be very great.”
Many times we obey God then expect instant reward but many times that reward doesn’t come for a long time as a test of our faith.

Genesis 15:2-3 Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, (“You’re talking about a reward but what are you going to give me?”) and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir.”
“I’ve got it—One born in my house can be my heir. That’s how You’re going to do it. Sarai can’t conceive but I can take my servant because according to the law my servant can be my heir.” God says, “Come here. I need to talk to you outside your tent where the air is clear.”

Genesis 15:4-5 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who will come froth from your own body, he shall be your heir.” And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him “So shall your descendants be.”
Are you able to count the stars? No, they’re uncountable. “So shall your descendants be.” If you were going to translate that properly it reads: “So shall your seed be.” In the Hebrew, seed is singular but they translate it as “descendants” because of the context of referring to all the stars in the heavens. 

(  Genesis 15:6 is a key verse. You must know it.

Genesis 15:6 Then he (Abram) believed in the LORD; and He (the Lord God) reckoned it to him (Abram) as righteousness.
This is the day that God saves Abraham. This is the day of Abraham’s salvation. Romans 4 and Galatians 3 testify to this. This is the day that Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness. God took the debit side of the ledger where Abram owed God absolute righteousness, because his heart was sinful and evil, and God said, “Your debt is paid in full because you have believed Me.” What did he believe? That he would have a seed. The Bible interprets this for us in Romans 4 and Galatians 3.

(  The Abrahamic Covenant is in Genesis 15. Write Galatians 3:16 next to it.

Galatians 3:16 Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ.
The other word (the Old Testament equivalent) for “Christ” is “Messiah.” Here is a promise to Abraham then. When God gave it as to “seeds” it did not refer to many but to one and that is Christ. That one was Messiah, the Promised One. The first promise of Messiah is in Genesis 3:15.

God has just told Abraham that from his loins will come Messiah. God will form from Abraham one distinct nation, Israel. He will take Jacob’s name and change it to Israel. He becomes the father of twelve tribes. That is the nation. One of those tribes is Judah and from him will come Messiah. God just made Abraham this promise. Abraham believed and understood as much as he needed to, then God declared, “Righteous! You are declared righteous.” He believed God and God counted it to him as righteousness. 
So: 1. You’ll have a seed. 2. It will come from your own body. 3. Abraham believes God. Remember that salvation is a matter of faith. In fact, it says: 

John 16:8-9 “And He (the Holy Spirit), when He comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment; concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me (Jesus);”
It’s a matter of faith but it’s faith that changes your life and gives you a new heart.

Genesis 15:7-8 He said to him, “I am the LORD who brought you out of Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess it.” He said, “O Lord GOD, how may I know that I will possess it?”
God has just promised Abraham a seed and a land. His descendants are going to possess that land. Abraham asks, “How will I know that this is really going to happen?” 

Genesis 15:9-13 So He said to him, “Bring Me a three year old heifer, and a three year old female goat, and a three year old ram, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” Then he brought all these to Him and cut them in two, and laid each half opposite the other; but he did not cut the birds. The birds of prey came down upon the carcasses, and Abram drove them away. Now when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram; and behold, terror and great darkness fell upon him. God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.
God was prophesying to Abram that his descendants would be enslaved in Egypt for 400 years. They were in Egypt 430 years but the last 400 they were slaves.

Genesis 15:14 “But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions.”
God said it. God was making a covenant. God watches over His word in order to perform it; when 400 years were passed, He brought them out of the land of Egypt. They had been slaves all those years but they came out with great possessions because the Egyptians were so glad to get rid of them that they gave them all their silver, gold and possessions. They came out wealthy even though having served as slaves. 

Genesis 15:15-16 “As for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace; you will be buried at a good old age. Then in the fourth generation they will return here (to the land of Canaan), for the iniquity of the Amorite is not yet complete.”
When they finally came out of Egypt under the leadership of Moses, they wandered in the desert for forty years because they would not believe God or take Him at His word. Finally, when these men died, then God said, “Okay I’m going to take you into the land.” He used Joshua. They were to take their swords and put to death every man, woman, and child. They were to drive out the enemy completely. You say, “That’s God? Give me the God of the New Testament.” Well, He’s also the God of the Old Testament. God was judging them. You say, “That’s not fair.” It is fair. Remember that they had Melchizedek, the high priest, the king of Salem, the forerunner—a foreshadow—of Jesus Christ. They heard the gospel. They could have believed. “Through Abraham all the nations of the earth will be blessed.” But they didn’t choose to believe so when the cup of iniquity was full to flowing over, God came in and judged them, however it was not until Israel had been in Egypt for 400 years.
Genesis 15:17-18a And it came about when the sun had set, that it was very dark, and behold, there appeared a smoking oven and a flaming torch which passed between these pieces. On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram,

What is a covenant? If you have an Inductive Study Bible it will tell you that the Hebrew word for “covenant” is “beriyth”: A solemn compact or agreement made by passing through two pieces of flesh. They would hack an animal down the center then lay them on the ground. There were the carcasses and a wall of blood. When they made a covenant, as told in Jeremiah and other places, they would pass between the pieces of the flesh. According to tradition this would be in a figure eight because that shows there is no beginning and no end. The Bible doesn’t say anything about a figure eight but that’s the believed custom because it shows a continuous covenant. Once it is made it has no end. The animals are on the ground after Abraham has cut them. A deep sleep came on him and darkness fell. All of a sudden a smoking oven and flaming torch passed between the pieces and on that day God made a covenant with Abraham.

Kay personally believes there were two separate things that passed between the pieces. We know there is God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. In the New Covenant the animal slain is the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world. Who is that? Jesus. So here we see a picture of that sacrifice—a picture of: “My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?” Abraham did not pass through the pieces because it is an unconditional covenant made by God, ratified by God, never to be changed or altered. God Himself in the smoking oven and flaming torch passed between the pieces.

(  Mark down “the Abrahamic Covenant.”
Genesis 15:18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this land, from the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates.”
This Abrahamic Covenant promised a seed, and land to Abram’s descendants.

The Old Covenant – The Law
The next covenant of salvation is in Exodus 24. It comes 430 years later. After the covenant made with Abraham, God makes a new covenant with the nation of Israel. “Israel” used to be “Jacob” so this covenant is with the twelve tribes of Israel from Jacob’s twelve sons. God has brought them out of Egypt to Mount Sinai. There God gives them the Ten Commandments, listed in Exodus 20. God expounds on them then:
Exodus 24:1-3 Then He said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD, you and Aaron, Nadab and Abihu and seventy of the elders of Israel, and you shall worship at a distance. “Moses alone, however, shall come near to the LORD, but they shall not come near, nor shall the people come up with him.” Then Moses came and recounted to the people all the words of the LORD and all the ordinances; (He recited to them the Law God had given him.) and all the people answered with one voice and said, “All the words which the LORD has spoken we will do!”
“It is right that you should have only one God; it is right that you shouldn’t covet; it is right to honor your father and mother; it is right that you should keep holy the Sabbath day; it is right that you should not commit adultery. All these things are right and good and, by cracky, we’ll do it! It’s good and we will do it.” The problem was that they forgot what kind of heart they had. They really didn’t understand what they were like on the inside. They hadn’t taken a good look at that heart. So they took the vow.
Exodus 24:4-6 Moses wrote down all the words of the LORD Then he arose early in the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. He sent young men of the sons of Israel, and they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as peace offerings to the LORD. Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and the other half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar.
There is a division again of the blood—half on the people and half on the altar.

Exodus 24:7-8 Then he took the book of the covenant and read it in the hearing of the people; and they said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient!” So Moses took the blood and sprinkled it on the people, and said, “Behold, the blood of the covenant, which the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words.”
Any time you read “On that day God made a covenant,” the word “made” in Hebrew is “karath”. It means “to cut” a covenant. It implies there is a sacrifice. Here you see a sacrifice, a division of the blood. They made a solemn binding agreement: They read the content and the context of the Law then the people agreed that: All that the LORD has spoken we will do. “We’ll do it. We will do it.” They entered into a covenant with God. This is the Old Covenant—the Law. Why the Law was given is explained in Galatians 3:15-23 by Paul in the context of a people who have been told by others that if you want to be saved you are saved by faith in Jesus Christ and by continuing to live under the Law and to be circumcised. Here Paul explains to the Galatians about the Law, when and how it came:
Galatians 3:17 What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.
Paul is explaining that once you come to salvation by faith in Jesus Christ you’re no longer under the Law. The Law is a covenant, but it is a temporal covenant. It has a purpose but once its purpose is fulfilled and a new covenant comes then you no longer need the old covenant.

Galatians 3:15-17 Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: even though it is only a man's covenant, yet when it has been ratified (or “made”, when you pass through the pieces of flesh), no one sets it aside or adds conditions to it. Now the promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed He does not say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. What I am saying is this: the Law, which came four hundred and thirty years later, does not invalidate a covenant previously ratified by God, so as to nullify the promise.
What was the covenant previously ratified by God? The Abrahamic Covenant that promised the seed—the Christ, the Messiah. Who ratified this covenant? Who walked between the pieces? It was God and a smoking oven and a flaming torch. Now the next covenant, the Law, comes 430 years later but it does not cancel the Abrahamic Covenant. It still stands. It said that Abraham was saved by faith. He believed the promise of a seed. He looked forward, and believing that promise, God declared him righteous. This is crucial to understand.

Galatians 3:18 For if the inheritance (eternal life, heaven) is based on law, it is no longer based on a promise; but God has granted it to Abraham by means of a promise.
God promised Abraham a seed. Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness. The Law came later. Does the Law nullify this? No, because God ratified it and the Law does not nullify it.
Galatians 3:19a Why the Law then? It was added because of transgressions.
A better way to translate it is: “The Law was added for the sake of defining transgressions.” 

Why the Law (the Old Covenant)?

1. To define sin. Paul says: 
Romans 7:7b I would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said “Thou shalt not covet.”

Galatians 3:19b-21a …having been ordained through angels by the agency of a mediator, until  ((time phrase; mark it with a clock) the seed should come to whom the promise had been made. (Who was the seed? Jesus Christ: see verse 16.) Now a mediator is not for one party only; whereas God is only one. Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God?

If Abraham is saved by faith, is the Law contrary to the promises of God? His answer is ‘No’.
Galatians 3:21-23 Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? May it never be! For if a law had been given which was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law. But the Scripture has shut up everyone under sin, so that the promise by faith in Jesus Christ might be given to those who believe. But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed.
2. The Law shuts up all men in custody. It shuts us up in custody until we come into faith in Jesus Christ. The Law puts a hedge about us. It says, “Stop doing that. No you can’t go there; that’s a no-no. No you can’t commit adultery—it’s forbidden. Now stop coveting, it’s not allowed. I want you to start honoring your father and mother—it’s the Law.” The Law is there to keep you in custody. If you listen to it it will keep you in a purity of life that you will never regret. But when you transgress or break the Law, saying “I will do what I want to do because my evil heart wants to do it,” then you’re going to get in trouble. You’ll reap a harvest. The Law is your tutor.

Galatians 3:23-24 But before faith came, we were kept in custody under the law, being shut up to the faith which was later to be revealed. Therefore the Law has become our tutor to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith.
3. The Law is our tutor to lead us to Christ. Why? Because you want and desire to be good, to please God. You try to keep the Law but keep on breaking it. Finally you cry out to God: 
Romans 7:24 O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? 
That’s exactly what happened to Kay. At the age of 29 she shook her fist in the face of God. She walked out saying, “To hell with you, God.” She didn’t know that before the foundation of the world He had said, “To heaven with you, Kay.” She went out and became an immoral woman. She broke the Commandments that she knew. She thought she was a Christian because she joined a church—but she had a religion and not a relationship. She sunk down into a pit that she dug with her own hands as she went from man to man to man. Even one of her sons saw her be immoral. She sunk into the very depths of sin. 
Suddenly, after a two year affair with a married man, she knew if she were to stand before a holy God He would say, “Depart from Me.” So she said, “God I’m going to stop being immoral. I’m going to start living a righteous life. But the good she wanted to do she couldn’t do, and the evil she didn’t want to do she did. She thought, “Who’s going to deliver me from this body of death?” That law that showed her her sin was her schoolmaster, her tutor, to lead her to faith in Jesus Christ. And on July 16, 1963, she went down on her knees as a sinner, a harlot, and she got up a saint and a brand new woman and creature in Christ Jesus. She went down with a heart of stone but came out with a heart of flesh and she hasn’t been the same since. She is a new creature, created in Christ Jesus unto good works that God has before ordained that [she] should walk in them. (Ephesians 2:10 KJV) Why? Because she moved from the Law to grace. She received the Messenger of the New Covenant.
The New Covenant
The New Covenant is promised in Jeremiah 31 when God was about to drive Israel out of their land. They had broken the Law. God had warned them in Deuteronomy: “If you don’t keep this Law that you promised to keep, I’m going to drive you out of the land of Canaan. I promised it to you as an everlasting possession but you’re about to leave for a while—70  years—until you get your head screwed on right. Then I’m going to bring you back.” He also told them that He was about to bring down the Babylonians to take Israel into captivity. In the midst of telling them about His judgment, He told them about a new covenant, a day that is coming when He would take away their heart of stone and replace it with a heart of flesh.

Jeremiah 31:31-32 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares the LORD.
That was the covenant of the Law that they broke. Imagine Israel smashing the tablet of the Ten Commandments in their rebellion. “But a day is coming when I will make a new covenant with them, not like that old covenant which they broke—the covenant I made with them when I brought them out of the land of Egypt.”
Jeremiah 31:33 ((  Mark the word “heart”.) “But this is the covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.”
In the Old Covenant, where was the Law? It was on tablets of stone. In the New Covenant, where is the Law? It’s written on our hearts. In the Old Covenant it was on stone; in the New Covenant it’s on flesh.

Jeremiah 31:33-34 “I will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. And they shall not teach again, each man his neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”
That’s why Kay is a new creature in Christ Jesus and she can share her past because it doesn’t belong to her. God doesn’t remember her iniquity and sin anymore because it’s been taken away in the New Covenant.

(  Next to that write: Ezekiel 26:26.

Ezekiel 36:26-27 “Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put in a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit within you…
Before, the Holy Spirit is out and about. Then, when you get saved, the Holy Spirit moves inside. He takes residence inside of you. God says, “I will give you a new heart. I will take away your heart of stone. I will give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you that will be like connecting earphones to your ears and be like your little walkie talkie. I will cause you to walk in My statutes and I will tell you how to keep My commandments and I will direct you because you will have the Spirit who will lead you and guide you into all truth.”
(  Under “New Covenant” write Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Ezekiel 36:26-27.
First came the Abrahamic Covenant; 430 years later came the Law. Does the Law make you righteous? No. It exposes your sin; it shows you what your sin is. The Law says: “If you stay within my framework I will keep you from blowing it and damaging yourself.” The Law is the thing that says, “You’ve got to be good but if you aren’t good and break the Law at one point then you’re guilty of breaking it all.” You say, “I can’t ever keep it.” God says, “Oh good! Now you know you can’t be good on your own. Now you’re ready for the New Covenant.” The New Covenant is in His blood. The seed of Abraham is born. It is Jesus Christ. The Messenger of the Covenant comes.

Isaiah 42:5-9 ((  Mark the word “covenant”.) Thus says God the LORD, “Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who spread out the earth and its offspring, Who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it, I am the LORD, I have called You in righteous-ness, I will also hold You by the hand and watch over You, and I will appoint You as a covenant to the people, as a light to the nations, to open blind eyes, to bring out prisoners from the dungeon and those who dwell in darkness from the prison. I am the LORD, that is My name; I will not give My glory to another, Nor My praise to graven images. Behold, the former things have come to pass, now I declare new things; before they spring forth I proclaim them to you.”
Who is the one appointed as covenant to the nations? Who is going to bring people out of darkness? Who is the light to the nations? It is Jesus Christ, so here is a prophecy about him. Malachi 3:1 has a promise of the Messenger of the Covenant, who is to come.

Galatians 3:8-9 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the nations will be blessed in you.” (see Genesis 12) So then those who are of faith are blessed with Abraham, the believer. 
When God said, “I will make you a great nation. In you all nations will be blessed,” He was making a promise of the gospel—the good news, the New Covenant, a new heart—not only to the Jews but also to all the nations of the earth. “They will all be blessed in you and in Jesus Christ, the Messenger of the Covenant.”

In Matthew 26 Jesus was celebrating the Passover in the upper room. His time had come; the hour had come for the corn of wheat to fall into the ground and die. (John 12:24)
Matthew 26:26-28 While they were eating, Jesus took some bread, and after a blessing, He broke it and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.”
In covenant, two become one. They had a covenant meal when they took the bread and offered it to their covenant partner and said, “Here, take this. You’re eating me.” The other would do the same because in covenant, two become one. This was a covenant meal in which Jesus said, “Now take the bread and eat it, drink from the cup; this is the blood of the New Covenant.” Jesus was inaugurating the New Covenant as the Messenger of the New Covenant.
God tells us in the book of Hebrews that the Law can never make men perfect. All the Law can do is expose your sin. It can’t make you perfect because it can’t give you a new heart. It can only expose your evil heart and your sin but it can’t transform or change you.
Hebrews 10:1-7 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near. Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers, having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins? But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year. For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins. Therefore, when He comes into the world, He (Jesus) says, “Sacrifice and offering You have not desired, but a body You have prepared for Me; in whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have taken no pleasure. Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come (in the scroll of the book it is written of Me) to do Your will, O God.’”
John the Baptist said, “Behold, the Lamb of God that takes away the sins of the world.” God took His sacrifice, His Son, the Lamb of God, and nailed Him to a cross. Then He made a covenant. How did He show it? When Jesus hung on the cross and gave up His spirit after crying, “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” God took the veil in the temple and rent it in two from top to bottom. Now the veil hung in two so they could look into the holy of holies which was a symbol of the throne of God. No man could go through the veil except the priest on one day—on the Day of Atonement, and only to make atonement for his sins and the sins of the people. Now God has taken that veil and torn it in two from top to bottom. Josephus said that it would take two teams of oxen pulling in opposite directions to do that but there it hung in shreds. What was God saying? “This is My covenant Lamb. This is the Lamb I have slain. I’m calling you to make a covenant with Me. This is how you make a covenant: I made it with Abraham and I promised you a seed. Now you make it with Me. I passed through the pieces—now you pass through the pieces.”
Hebrews 10:16-20 “This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days,” says the LORD: “I will put My laws upon their heart, and upon their mind I will write them,” He then says, “And their sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.” Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering for sin. Since therefore, brethren, we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
How do you come to God? How do you enter into this New Covenant? How do you become part of the seed of Abraham, as Galatians 3 says, Abraham’s offspring through faith in Jesus Christ? You must pass through the pieces. Jesus stands there and says, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No man comes to the Father but by Me.” He takes His Covenant Lamb, hacks Him down the middle in a picture of the veil where He says: “You come to Him through the rent veil of the flesh of the Son of God. When you believe on Jesus Christ you walk through the veil—you pass through the pieces—to enter into the New Covenant.” And God says, “Forgiven. Take away their heart of stone and give them a heart of flesh. Remember their sins and iniquities no more; I will be their God and they shall be My people.” This is covenant. When you come to God through Jesus Christ who is the way, the truth and the life, you enter into eternal life through the seed that was promised to Abraham. That seed was Christ. You’ve been under the Law which shows you your sin and then you come to the Lord Jesus Christ who takes you through the process of covenant and you become one with God. He becomes your God and you become His people. You become a brand new creature in Christ Jesus. Old things have passed away and all things have become new. He removes your heart of stone and gives you a heart of flesh. Now, by faith, you are Abraham’s seed, because the gospel went not just to the Jew only but also to the Gentile. In Jesus all the nations of the earth will be blessed because through Abraham came the promise of the Messenger of the Covenant, the Lord Jesus Christ. Awesome.
The wonder of the Bible—why do we neglect it? It’s the Old Covenant—the Old Testament. It’s the New Covenant—the New Testament. It’s everything we need for life because God is a covenant God and a covenant-keeping God. If you know the covenant, He says, “The secret of the Lord belongs to those who fear Him and keep His covenant forever.” Do you want a new heart? Do you want to be changed? It only comes through the Lord Jesus Christ. If you will bend the knee and say to Him, “My Lord and my God, I believe that Jesus died for my sins. I receive Him right now as my Lord, as my God. I enter into covenant.” God will open His arms as wide as Calvary’s cross and He’ll say, “Come. For those who come to Me I will in no wise cast out.” That’s what the Bible is all about, taking evil men with evil self-centered hearts and making them brand-new creatures in Christ Jesus through the three covenants of salvation.
