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You’d probably like to know why it is that we get in trouble. We get in trouble when we leave God out of the mix. When we leave God out of the equation things just don’t add up the right way. When we forget who God is, when we forget His power, sovereignty, or think that He can’t deliver or isn’t going to deliver, or when we forget that nothing is impossible for God so take things into our own hands, that’s when we get in trouble.
There are four principles or precepts to remember that you need to check out against the Word of God. They can help you to know: 1. How to keep God in the mix, 2. How you can move when you have made a mistake; 3. When you are in trouble is there any hope or help for you or has God just put you aside? Is He done with you because you’ve blown it so badly that there’s no recovery? There’s good news on that as you look at the life of Abraham and his relationship with his wife. 
There are a lot of things to learn. These things written beforehand almost 4000 years ago still have relevance for us today because God is still God and people are still people. We find ourselves many times in the same situations as people so long ago. And we find God the same yesterday, today, and forever with all the answers.

Genesis 16

In Genesis 15, Abram (Abraham) doubts God. He questions God because he had been waiting all these years. God had promised him at 75 that he would have a son, but he didn’t even though he kept waiting year after year. Finally God met with him when Abraham thought, “I can do this—I can take a servant to be my heir.” God said, “No. Come out here and look up at the stars. Count them if you are able; so shall your seed be.” That’s the day Abraham became a believer. That’s the day God promised him that his heir wasn’t going to be a servant but he was going to have a seed and that seed would multiply like the stars in the heavens—uncountable. 

In Genesis 16 we hear the first words out of Sarai’s mouth. We’ve known about her since Genesis 11 when we learned that she was the wife of Abram and was barren. She had no child.

Genesis 16:1-2 Now Sarai, Abram’s wife had borne him no children, and she had an Egyptian maid whose name was Hagar. So Sarai said to Abram, “Now behold, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Please go in to my maid; perhaps I shall obtain children through her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.
Sarai is tired of waiting. It’s been at least 10 years because:

Genesis 16:3 And after Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Abram’s wife Sarai took Hagar the Egyptian, her maid, and gave her to her husband Abram as his wife.
Now it’s hard for us as a woman in this day and age, especially in a culture where feminism is the big thing, to imagine giving our husbands our maid and saying, “Go into her and raise a child.” We can imagine a surrogate mother transplanting a sperm into a womb and maybe getting a child but to say, “Go in and sleep with my maid,” it’s hard to relate to that. Except that a child was everything and a child was connected to the promise. 
Sarai was tired of waiting on God. It had been at least ten years of waiting month after month, year after year, until ten years had passed. So Sarai prematurely stepped ahead of God. You say, “Prematurely? She had been waiting ten years. Where was God? Where was His promise? Why didn’t God move? Didn’t God know that she was getting older and that every year her biological clock was slowing down and there was less of a chance of her getting pregnant? It’s only logical for her to take matters into her own hands. She’s got to make this happen.” That’s our thinking so often: “I’ve got to make it happen. I’ve got to do something. God is slow. God hasn’t moved. Maybe God’s going to do it this way instead of that way.” It wasn’t right for Abraham to go to Sarai’s maid. His wife was to satisfy him. A man was to “leave his father and mother and cleave to his own wife and the two shall become one flesh.” God had laid it down in Genesis 2 very clearly. Being tired of waiting Sarai moved. 
You may be able to relate to her. You may have been praying for something for a long time but haven’t seen it happen. Kay knows. She’s been there—done that. She prayed for her oldest son for the longest time. It was painful living with him and having him for a son. It was painful having him turn on her. It was really hard. Finally God said to her one day, “Quit striving. Cease striving. Let go. Relax. Know that I am God.” This morning her son called her while she was sitting in her haven in their yard. She was having her quiet time in her swing when her son, Tom, called her. They were talking about something so awesome that God had done. It happened last night and is going to transpire today. It blows both of their minds. They are both so excited and so overwhelmed at what God has done. When she had told him earlier what she was going to teach on today, giving him the main points of the lesson, he said, “Do you remember the verse God gave you about me? The one in the Psalms: ‘Cease striving and know that I am God.’” 
Let go. Relax. We forget that God is God. We leave Him out of the equation, out of the mix. You don’t want to do that because when you do you take things into your own hands and get in trouble. Sarai was about to get in trouble. Abram said, “Okay. I’ll go in there.” We don’t know the body language or tone of voice but know this: Abram also goofed. It says, “Abram listened to the voice of his wife Sarai.” Who was Abram to listen to? God. Who’s the head? Abram is the head over the wife. God ordained that in Genesis 3: “Your husband shall rule over you.” But here is Sarai calling the shots and Abram lets her. It’s all right for the husband and wife to talk together and to agree and to work things out and to both have your input because God has made you counterparts, complementers, completers. A man needs a woman; it’s not good for a man to be alone unless God has called him to be a eunuch or to be single for Him. So when God puts them together He puts them together as a team. 
A wise man will listen to his wife, consult with her. A wise man won’t move if his wife is not moving with him but if it comes down to something that is Biblical or unbiblical, or regarding what God says, then Abram should not have listened to his wife. Instead he should have said, “Sarai, honey, I know that you’re upset. I know that your biological clock is running out. But I want you to know that God promised it. God is God and He is able. Look at what He’s done: He’s brought us out of Ur of the Chaldees.” Then Abram should have recounted all that God had done: “Don’t you remember what God said to me? That our seed would be as the stars of the heavens? Let’s be patient. Let’s wait.” But he didn’t say that. Instead he went in to Hagar. And what happened? The first thing is: When we run ahead of God, leave Him out of the mix, don’t consider Him, when we don’t wait on God, forget that He is omnipotent, forget that He is sovereign, then we can forget that it’s no problem for Him to open anyone’s womb or shut it. The Bible says, “I open the womb; I shut the womb” He’s the one who causes a child to be conceived. We’ll see this all the way through Genesis in the story of Isaac, Jacob, and later in Hannah, Samuel. It’s God that opens the womb but we don’t stop and realize that God is sovereign, which means that He rules over all according to His will:
Daniel 4:35b “But He does according to His will in the host of heaven and among the inhabitants of earth; and no one can ward off His hand or say to Him, ‘What have you done?’”
Isaiah 14:24, 27 “The LORD of hosts has sworn saying, “Surely, just as I have intended so it has happened, and just as I have planned so it will stand, For the LORD of hosts has planned, and who can frustrate it? And as for His stretched-out hand, who can turn it back?”
Had God planned for them to have a child? Yes. Had God planned for Abram and Sarai to have that child? Yes. Had God planned to have Abram’s servant to be adopted as that child? No. Then why would God plan to tell a man to go into a maid to have intercourse with her to have a child? That says to God, “You promise, but You’re not able to deliver.” When you act in your own flesh and wisdom and time then:

Our Way Versus God’s Way
1. When we run ahead of God we often reap an Ishmael, the fruit of our impatience. Then we have to live with it. It may not be a person but an event, or something that you buy that you shouldn’t have. It may be a business decision that you shouldn’t have made. Sometimes it’s a wild donkey of a man. Sometimes it’s in marriage when you don’t wait on God for the right husband. Or your mate dies and immediately you run into marriage, or one of you has an affair, or one of you rushes into divorce just like that without giving time for repentance or forgiveness. All of a sudden you divorce and you’re remarried when you know you shouldn’t be. This “Ishmael” can come in all different forms but it comes because you don’t move according to God’s Word or His timing or power or direction. You reap an awful harvest. Kay can tell you of all the people she has held in her arms. If she had $10 for every one of them she would be a wealthy woman. They have stepped out and gone against the Lord and they now have an Ishmael in their lives.

Genesis 16:4 He went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her sight.
Kay can just see her in the tent, standing in the light of the shadow and admiring her little abdomen that is growing day by day and looking at Sarai with contempt and taunting her. “Guess who’s a woman? Guess who’s pregnant? No, I don’t feel like turning down your bed tonight, I’m pregnant.” However she did it, when she saw that she had conceived she despised her mistress in her eyes and flaunted what had happened.
Genesis 16:5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done me be upon you I gave my maid into your arms, but when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her sight. May the LORD judge between you and me.”
Whose idea was it? It was Sarai’s but now she’s blaming her husband. He should have said ‘no’ but then he would have probably had to pay for that too. He should have hung onto his principles and precepts, but he did let go. God is going to hold him accountable also. Just know this: Many times when an Ishmael is conceived we want to blame other people and not take the blame ourselves. Sarai bred an Ishmael and look at what happened:

Genesis 16:6-8 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, your maid is in your power; do to her what is good in your sight.” So Sarai treated her harshly, and she fled from her presence. Now the angel of the LORD found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring on the way to Shur. He said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have you come from and where are you going?” And she said, “I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress Sarai.”
Look at the lives that are messed up. It’s not just Sarai or Abram. But now it’s a woman who was a maid who had to do what she was told to and now she’s messed up. So many times when we run ahead of the Lord, push to get our way, when we don’t wait on God but insist on our own way, it not only affects us but also others. You can see it today in so many divorces because you can see it in the lives of the children. Sin does not stand still. Whatever is not of faith is sin. This was not of faith so Sarai acted in sin. It was against the Word of God. Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.
Genesis 16:9-10 Then the angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to your mistress, and submit yourself to her authority.” Moreover, the angel of the LORD said to her, “I will greatly multiply your descendants so that they shall be too many to count.”
God is saying, “Okay, you got pregnant. You’re going to have a son but I want you to know that I’m going to multiply your descendants and they’re going to be too many to count also.”

Genesis 16:11-12 The angel of the LORD said to her further, “Behold, you are with child, and you shall bear a son; (She knew she was with child but hadn’t known what she was going to bear.) …and you shall call his name Ishmael, because the LORD has given heed to your affliction. (That sounds good, but the next verse is hard to take:) And he will be a wild donkey of a man, (Can you imagine raising a wild donkey? Can you imagine raising a son that’s a wild donkey of a man?)  …his hand will be against everyone and everyone’s hand will be against him; and he will live to the east of all his brothers.” 

This is God. He is saying, “I know what is in your womb.” (And there were no ultrasounds in those days.) “I’m telling you what his name will be. I’m telling you what his character will be like. Do you see God? Do you see the greatness, the awesomeness, of God in this? Yes. It came to pass just like God said because we still have Ishmael. His descendants still live now on the face of this earth. They live to the east of Israel. Are they in temperament? Is there a conflict there? Are they a hotheaded people? Yes.

Genesis 16:13 Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her, “Thou art a God who sees”; for she said, “Have I even remained alive here after seeing Him?” 
(  Write next to this verse: El Roi. This is the name of God, the first mention of this name.
Genesis 16:14-15 Therefore the well was called Beer-lahai-roi; behold, it is between Kadesh and Bered. So Hagar bore Abram a son; and Abram called the name of his son, whom Hagar bore, Ishmael.
Just like God said. Do you realize that when you give birth to an Ishmael you might live with that Ishmael—whatever it is (that decision, that action)—for the rest of your life? He may never go away. Do you realize that after 4000 years Israel is still in conflict with Ishmael? The conflict still rages and is the result of running ahead of God. 
What do you do with your Ishmael? Suppose you’ve stepped out of the will of God and run ahead of Him. Suppose you’ve made a mistake. What do you do? Do you just hang your head in shame? Do you walk away? Do you say, “My whole life is ruined; I’ll never be the same.”? Whenever anybody talks to you, do you hang your head, just a joy to be around because you’re so depressed? No. You live with it. You live with your Ishmael and go forward in the grace of God. 
But don’t take it as an excuse, because you go forward in the sovereignty of God. God is sovereign over even our mistakes. If you will believe Him, embrace Him, come back to Him, and if you will confess and say, “Okay God I blew it; I’m going to live with the consequences but I’m going to live victoriously. I’m going to take You at Your word. I’m not going to allow it to destroy me or cripple me. I’m going to be Your woman.” All along the way you can then warn people: “Listen, don’t get ahead of God. Don’t leave God out of the equation. Don’t end up with an Ishmael. I ended up with an Ishmael and I’m sorry. Don’t you do the same.”

Kay used to mourn and weep over her testimony. When she was a missionary in Mexico, pregnant with her third son David, and with a new husband Jack that God had given her because her first husband had committed suicide, she was working with young people teaching them the Word of God. Kay wondered, “God, where were you when I was a young woman, a teenager? Why didn’t someone step into my life and introduce me to Jesus Christ? Why didn’t someone witness to me?” Kay got a little bitter. “Where were You, God?” But God said this to her, “If you’ll quit weeping about your past and you’ll believe Me, I’ll take your past and, because I’m the Redeemer, I’ll use it.” And He has used it time and time again as Kay has held women in her arms who have said, “My story is just like yours.” They come in all sizes and shapes and colors but “My story is just like yours and because of you I have hope.” We can give others hope but if you do breed an Ishmael by running ahead of God, don’t say, “It’s all right.” It isn’t all right. You disobeyed God. You didn’t listen to Him. But you go forward.
2. We often try to make our Ishmael the answer to our prayers. But God won’t have it. God will have His Isaac. Who is Isaac? Abraham and Sarah’s son who was yet to be born. It happened 25 years after the promise but it was going to happen. God will have His Isaacs. So many times when we blow it we try to make our Ishmael the answer to our prayer. We adjust our lives and move on but God says, “No. You will do it My way because I am God.”

Genesis 16:16 And Abram was eighty-six years old when Hagar bore Ishmael to him.
(  Write in the margin of your Bible that Abram was 86 and had already been waiting 11 years for his son.

Abram now has a son but it’s not the son that God intended. Because of that, Ishmael cannot have the promises that God intended for a son of Abraham and Sarah.

Genesis 17:1-2 Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, ((Write that age in the margin of your Bible. It has been 24 years since the original promise.) …the LORD appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before Me, and be blameless. And I will establish My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly.”
(  Mark the word “covenant”. 

Here’s what’s so neat about God: He told Abram once He was going to make a covenant with him. Why tell him again? He told him sometime before he was 85 or 86 that He was going to make a covenant with him and He made it. Why is God saying it again? Here’s a good principle: 
If you’re going to be God’s woman and walk that straight and narrow path, you need to ever keep the truth of God before you. 
Paul says:

Philippians 3:1a Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.
It is needful for Kay to say this because we need to keep being reminded. When you get in trouble and forget that God is God, when you leave Him out of the equation, it’s often because you have left Him out of your day. You have not spent time with Him, sitting at His feet keeping that consistent time reading His Word. Not going through the motions being done in two seconds just to win your Brownie points, but really reading the Word of God and being reminded over and over who God is, what He has promised, what He is like and how He operates. Just yesterday in Kay’s quiet time she was in the Psalms, reminded again of the pain in David’s life and his conflict. Yet knowing that David went through all that pain and all that conflict, he was still a man after God’s own heart. It gave Kay courage and strengthened her and renewed her.

God says to Abram again that he will establish His covenant.

Genesis 17:2-5 “I will establish My covenant between Me and you, and I will multiply you exceedingly.” And Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying, “As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, and you will be the father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you a father of a multitude of nations.”
Many times when two men entered into covenant with one another they took upon themselves the name of their covenant partner. When God renamed him Abraham, this was the Hebrew letter heth sound from God’s name that He put in Abraham’s name. This is what some people believe and it’s kind of neat.

Notice how often God repeats talking about Abraham being a father of a multitude of nations. He wants him not to forget it:

Genesis 17:5b-9 For I have made you the father of a multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you and kings will come forth from you. I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you. I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, (Has He told him that before? Yes and He’s telling him that again because we need to be reminded. That’s why you need to be in the Word.) …for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” God said further to Abraham, “Now as for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations.”
God is saying, “It’s not just between Me and you, Abraham, but also with your descendants after you—Isaac, Jacob, the twelve sons of Israel—and it’s going to go on.” You must understand this because He’s about to say that the sign of this covenant will be circumcision. If you’re a woman you think, “Where does this leave the woman? Does this leave the woman out of the equation? Why circumcision? Watch and you’ll find out.

Genesis 17:10 “This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be circumcised.”
This year Kay was in Russia and Kazakhstan teaching leaders from all over different countries like Kurdistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan—all the ‘stans’. They all had been given International Inductive Study Bibles in Russian. They were marking their Bibles and were so thrilled. Kay would teach them from 10:30 AM until 9:30 or 10 PM only breaking for dinner. They were like sponges. They were leaders, heads of seminaries, colleges, hospitals… And some were women leaders. She asked, “Do you want to know how I mark circumcision?” 

(  Kay draws a red knife for “circumcision” because it’s a bloody procedure. If it’s “uncircumcised” she just puts a slash through it.
Everyone began to mark it. Now Kay was teaching in English and being translated into Russian. She wanted to follow them in her Bible but she didn’t want to read it in English because it just takes up too much time. So she said, “Every time we come to the word ‘circumcise’ you’re going to go ‘ooh’ because it hurts.” Her translator said, “I think the men ought to go ‘ooh’.” Kay read along and this is what happened.

Genesis 17:11-13 “And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin; and it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you. And every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised (ooh) throughout your generations, a servant who is born in the house or who is bought with money from any foreigner, who is not of your descendants. A servant who is born in your house or who is bought with your money shall surely be circumcised (ooh); thus shall My covenant be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant.”
Why circumcision? Because this wasn’t just between God and Abraham but also between God and Abraham’s descendants—his seed: Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, all the other twelve tribes; every Jewish male—because He was making this not just with an individual but with one who was going to become the father of a great nation. How do you father children? By sleeping with the wife. 

This is what they did in covenant: If it was a covenant between one person and another, and their descendants, many times they made a covenant mark in the flesh. In this case they made the covenant mark closest to the site of paternity. Do you know that this is what has marked the Jews all down through history? When the Germans in the Holocaust were looking for the Jews many times they found them because they were circumcised which made them easy to spot. Do you know that in the days of Antiochus Epiphanes (he’s the one who offered a sow on the altar and put a statue of Zeus in the Holy of Holies, see Daniel 11) he said, “If you Jews don’t stop circumcising your children I’m going to kill every male baby I find circumcised.” (A male baby was circumcised on the eighth day. Why? Because this is when the prothrombin time (a clotting time) in the blood is at its peak. You want the blood to clot so they don’t bleed to death. God, sovereign, all-knowing, Creator God, knew this.) What Antiochus Epiphanes said was, “If I find your child circumcised, I’m going to kill that son and hang him around your neck. You’re going to carry his dead body on your body.” They were obligated to circumcise their children. A covenant is a covenant is a covenant. It is a solemn binding agreement. If they did not circumcise their child:
Genesis 17:14 “But an uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”
In Exodus 4:24-26 God almost kills Moses after He has called him to deliver the children of Israel because Moses has not circumcised his son. 

Exodus 4:24-25 Now it came about at the lodging place on the way that the LORD met him and sought to put him to death. Then Zipporah took a flint and cut off her son’s foreskin and threw it at Moses’s feet, and she said, “You are indeed a bridegroom of blood to me.”
In other words, “You are a husband of covenant.” And God did not kill him.

Exodus 4:26 So God let him alone. At that time she said, “You are a bridegroom of blood”—because of the circumcision.
Note the gravity of it.

Genesis 17:15-17 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. (There’s that “H” sound again)  I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” Then Abraham fell on his face (What a day. Abraham has been on his face a couple times now) and laughed, (Abraham doesn’t get into trouble for laughing; Sarah does, but he doesn’t.) “Will a child be born to a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?” (That’s how we know Sarah is ten years younger.)
Genesis 17:18 And Abraham said to God, “Oh that Ishmael might live before You!”
Abraham is saying, “No, God, it can’t happen. I’m a hundred years old and Sarah’s 90. We’re past that stage.” And they were past that stage sexually. She was not “after the manner of women” at all. Abraham says, “Ishmael. Let’s take my mistake, what I did, and reuse it. We’ll remodel and redesign it to accomplish Your will.” 

We often try to make our Ishmael the answer to our prayers but God won’t have it. God will have His Isaac. God will do it His way and in His time. If God wants you to have a car He’ll give you a car. He won’t just drop it out of heaven with a bow on it and an angel sitting on top saying, “Here it is from God.” No, but He’ll arrange for you to earn it, buy it, and do it in His time, His way. He’ll direct you—a job, a career, whatever. 
The Story of Buying Precept’s Land
God gave them the property for Precept Ministries when they didn’t have a cent. Yet God laid it on Kay’s heart in the days of Coffeehouse Ministries thirty years ago that they were to have a farm. They were going against the tide, against the culture, but God laid it on her heart. Kay would go and find possible places but her husband would say ‘no’. Then one day, in the sovereignty of God, Kay drove up this driveway and walked up to the farmhouse, looked down upon the land and said, “God, this is it!” Everything she had looked at before was either downtown or was just 10 acres or the house was falling apart. Here was this place that was 32 or 33 acres. 
They didn’t have a cent because they were poor missionaries just home from the mission field teaching teenagers. They didn’t have an adult ministry going at the time. She taught college students on the UTC campus. They didn’t have extra money floating around. Kay called her husband who came out to look at it. He said, “This is it.” They stood on the hill and prayed, “God make it a miracle so big that no man can get the glory.” As they prayed money began to come in but then all of a sudden it stopped. They needed more than $4000 more but they only had a short time. They put this on the front page of the newspaper: “Youth Group Plans to Buy Land for New Christian Facility” Kay went to God and said, “God if I made a mistake I will tell them that it’s not Your fault but my fault. If it were You, You would have given it to us but, God, I’ve blown it. I’ve misunderstood You.” When Kay told God that she was on her knees. He then gave her this verse out of Daily Light: “Blessed is she that believed for there shall be a performance of those things which are told her by the Lord.” She thought, “Hot dog, Lord, it’s not ‘he’ but ‘she’ and ‘it shall be’ so it’s not happened yet, and I believe it.” Then her husband came to her because they had only ten days to come up with $4000, which was an awful lot of money in those days. (As a nurse Kay would only earn $300-400 per month.) She cried out to God. Everyone would tell her, “You’re not going to get it. There’s no way.” But Kay would reply, “But God told me and I believe God.” Then just the day before they needed it, the $4000 came in in a supernatural way and they had just enough left for milk and sweet rolls to celebrate. 
God will do it in His time and in His way. You need to believe that. Kay could have bought a ten acre property out of God’s will and tried to adapt it, but no. God has His Isaacs and we need to wait for them.
3. God does not dump us when we breed our Ishmaels. He is a covenant keeping God. His promise will come to pass. God is not through with you if you are His child. If you are God’s child you can know this: God is not going to dump you when you have your Ishmael, when you do what is wrong, when you step out of the will of God. God is not through with you. God will possibly take you to the woodshed because He chastens those He loves and He scourges everyone whom He receives, but lift those hands that hang down, straighten those knees and walk in that straight path. Take your punishment like a man and know that God isn’t finished with you. He’s the Great Redeemer and He will use you. It’s not an excuse for sin. If you use it as an excuse for sin then God’s got to deal with that attitude. You don’t want to have that attitude. You want to come to Him. It’s not over. You haven’t blown it. If God doesn’t kill you, He’s not through with you. He is a covenant keeping God. He is a Redeemer. He is going to keep His covenant.

Genesis 17:19-20 But God said, “No, but Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his name Isaac; and I will establish My covenant with him for an everlasting covenant for his descendants after him. And as for Ishmael, I have heard you; behold, I will bless him, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly. He shall become the father of twelve princes, and I will make him a great nation.”
“I’m still going to take care of Ishmael, but I have My plan and it is going to come to pass. My plan is Isaac.”
Genesis 17:21-25 But My covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this season next year.” When He finished talking with him, God went up from Abraham. Then Abraham took Ishmael his son, and all the servants who were born in his house and all who were bought with his money, every male among the men of Abraham's household, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskin in the very same day, as God had said to him. Now Abraham was ninety-nine years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin. And Ishmael his son was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin.
Genesis 18

Genesis 18:1-2a Now the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre (in Hebron), while he was sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day. When he lifted up his eyes and looked, behold, three men were standing opposite him; 
Who were these three men? What is going to happen as a result of these three men? Does Abraham know who he’s entertaining? Tune in next week because the soap opera, the saga, of God continues. Those three men sit down with Abraham under the tree.

Genesis 18:9-10 Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “Behold, in the tent.” And he said, “I (Catch that: I) will surely return to you at this time next year; and behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son.”
God will have His way. When God promises something, “faithful is He who promises who will also do it.” What does Sarah do? She laughs.

Genesis 18:12-14 Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?” And the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, when I am so old?’ Is anything too difficult for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”
That’s your question: “Is anything too difficult for the LORD?” NO! So why do we run ahead? Why do we leave Him out of the equation? Why do we doubt His power, His sovereignty? Why don’t we wait on His timing? Why don’t we trust Him? Why do we think that we, finite, human, pea-brained man—impotent, number of days (years) maybe 70—why do we think we’re smarter than God? Why do we think we have to do it? Why do we think we have to get it, grab it?

4. Remember who God is. When you are tempted to forget God, run ahead of Him, and leave Him out of the equation, remember who God is and with whom you are dealing. Who is He? He is “Adonai”. The first time Adonai is mentioned is when:
Genesis 15:2a Abram said, “O Lord GOD,
That word “Lord” is “Adonai”. It means “Lord”, “Master”. It means “I recognize that You’re the Master and I’m the servant. I recognize that You’re the one who is God and have the right to call the shots and I am man. I remember that You were the one who is to be respected, revered, feared and followed. I remember that I am to bow the knee to You. You are my Lord.” 
The second name is in Genesis 16:13. He is “El Roi”, the “God Who Sees”. He is the God who can move. Kay has a book called Lord, I Want to Know You and it’s a study on the names of God and it’s used all over. It was being taught in a prison. A woman prisoner came every week who had a horrible countenance. She was constantly depressed and looked so defeated. She listened but never opened her mouth, lesson after lesson. There was a cloud over her. What they didn’t know was that she took a piece of paper and wrote down this name of God: “El Roi, Thou art the God Who Sees.” She said, “God I don’t know whether my son is dead or alive. I haven’t heard from him in all these years. God, You’re El Roi, the God Who Sees. Let me know if my son is dead or alive. It’s killing me.” She carried that piece of paper in her pocket. She would hold it and utter that prayer: “El Roi, El Roi, You see.” One day she got called to the phone and picked it up to hear, “Mother, this is your son.” El Roi—He Sees. Everybody wanted to join that class in prison when they found out His name.
In Genesis 17 God says, “I am God Almighty.” The word is “El Shaddai” in Hebrew. “El Shaddai, “El Shaddai, El Elyon a Adonai, I will trust you until the day I die.” They believe “shad” means “breast”. It’s the “All-Sufficient One.” He’s the one who gathers you into His bosom and puts His arms around you. He says, “I am God Almighty. I am El Shaddai. What you need you find from Me. I’m your nourishment.” Why would we want to leave God out of the mix when we’re tempted to run ahead, to do it on our own, when we’re tired of waiting, when we think we can get away with breaking God’s principles, precepts, commands? Don’t be a fool. You’ll sow an Ishmael and you’ll be sorry.
If you’re God’s child He won’t be finished with you. But remember, it’s so silly to live that way when you have a God in heaven that you can cry, “Abba, Father” to and who loves you so much that He crucified His own Son. He’s a God who, with Jesus, gives you all things that pertain to life and godliness. How foolish you are to run ahead of Him and leave Him out of the mix. After all, He’s Lord. Bow the knee. Submit and wait. Remember that He’s El Roi, the God Who Sees. He sees the future, he knows the best timing. Remember that He’s El Shaddai. In all those years of waiting or whatever God says, He will hold you to His all-sufficient breast and nourish you. You can be more than a conqueror through Jesus Christ who loved you. You can be that because you have God as your Father.
