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Who sets the standard for morality? Is it man or God? And if it’s set by man, do you think it will change with the ages and the times? Will it change along with the belief system of man? If it’s set by God do you think the standards will ever change or do you think that once He sets them, He stands by them? Or is He going to flex with society knowing that society changes and that things can become different with different standards? Will He change those standards with the times? If God sets the standards, is He going to enforce them?  Does He have the right? If He does will He deal with His children the same way He deals with the world if His children break those standards? Will He deal with the world the same way when they break them? Answers to these sets of questions come straight from the Word of God, with a lot of other principles and precepts to follow and apply to your life. This message is by divine appointment and God has a message for you. 
Genesis 18
We’re studying the life of Abraham. He is now 99 years old. God has come to him and Sarai and told both of them that they will have a son by this time next year. When the Lord comes He is accompanied by two others. Three men come to Abraham’s tent. They tell him what God will do.
Genesis 18:16a [v] …Sodom…
(  Double underline “Sodom”.
God is with Abraham where they can look down on Sodom, which was near the Dead Sea therefore at a low elevation. 

Genesis 18:17 And the LORD said…
Whenever you see “LORD” in all caps in the NASB, it is the translation of the most holy name of God: “YHWH”, the Tetragrammaton. It is the four letters that make up God’s holiest name. It’s translated “LORD”. We put vowels in it and call it “Yahweh.” Because Jews don’t want to pronounce this name, they pronounce it “Yay-Ho-Vah.” This is Jehovah speaking to them.

Genesis 18:16b-18 …looked down toward Sodom; and Abraham was walking with them to send them off. And the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed?”
He said that for the very first time in Genesis 12.

Genesis 18:19 “For I have chosen him, (Watch: there are two “in order that’s) in order that he may command his children and his household after him to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness and justice; in order that the LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about him.”
This is a condition. God is speaking to Abraham so that Abraham may command his children and his descendants after them to keep the way of the Lord. We will see the way of the Lord and deal with a very hot topic: homosexuality. Sodom was a city filled with homosexuals. God planned to do something to Sodom. He asked, “Should I keep from Abraham what I am going to do?”

Genesis 18:17-18 And the LORD said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do, since Abraham will surely become a great and mighty nation, and in him all the nations of the earth will be blessed?”
They would be blessed because Abraham chose to believe God and walked in the way that God said to walk. Consequently, because Abraham was obedient to God, God could bless Abraham. The Lord may bring upon Abraham all that He had spoken about him.

Six Important Truths about God
1. The Lord does nothing in secret. Genesis 18:17-19. When it comes to the future and what God is going to do, He never does anything in secret. He’s not going to hide from Abraham that He’s about to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah. You’ve studied it, abided in the Word and drunk it in so you know what God is going to do. It’s no surprise how He destroyed it with fire and brimstone, and why He destroyed it. There is some debate on why. God is not about to keep this plan from His servant. Why? Because He wants His servant to share with his children and his descendants who God is and what He’s like, what God expects and how He moves. He is not only a God of love and mercy and forgiveness and lovingkindness, but also a God who is just and righteous and He judges. On the flip side of love is wrath. He is a God of love and He is a God of wrath.

(  Next to this passage write: Amos 3:6-8 in the margin of your International Inductive Study Bible. You can have your notes there all the time because you have the wide margins. Kay will write at the top of her Bible where a particular Scripture passage is so she can find it. She codes her Bible at the top. Here she wrote: “The Lord does nothing in secret.”
Amos 3:6a If a trumpet is blown in a city will not the people tremble?
A trumpet was to warn, call, and assemble the people, to give them a message. So when a trumpet was blown in the city people would tremble: “What’s going on? What’s happening?” It’s like an air raid siren going off.

Amos 3:6b If a calamity occurs in a city has not the LORD done it? 
You’ve seen about tornadoes. You’ve heard about floods. Who’s ultimately behind those things? God—because He’s sovereign. When the earth experiences the judgments of God the people learn righteousness. That’s Kay was praying for the United States of America this morning as we’re going through cataclysmic weather events. They are causing all sorts of problems because it’s God behind them trying to get our attention.

Amos 3:7 Surely the Lord GOD does nothing unless He reveals His secret counsel to His servants the prophets.
Know that God won’t catch His people by surprise. He will let them know what is coming. The book of Revelation is not the revelation of Jesus Christ but is the revelation that God gave to Jesus to give to His bondservants to show us the “things which must shortly take place.” God has not left us in the dark regarding the future. Kay knows the future and she knows when Israel has to worry and when it doesn’t. She knows what’s headed over there with all the chaos in Israel. She has read the Book. She knows the end of the story because God has told her—not in some vision or dream which she would be skeptical of—but He told her in His Word in a sure world of prophecy. Whatever God does, He will not do it without revealing it to us ahead of time. How? It’s all in the Bible. They didn’t have the Bible then but we have it now. It’s all here, so if you’re caught in the dark it’s your fault; you haven’t read the Book. You haven’t talked with the Author about all these things. God says what He’s going to do.

Genesis 18:20-21 And the LORD said, “The outcry of Sodom and Gomorrah is indeed great, and their sin is exceedingly grave. ((  Kay always marks sin. She colors it brown.) I will go down now, and see if they have done entirely according to its outcry, which has come to Me; and if not, I will know.”
God knows it all. But here, just like at the tower of Babel, God says, “I’m going to go down Myself to see right there exactly what’s happening. Know this: There is no hiding from God. 

Psalm 139:9-12 If I take the wings of the dawn, if I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, even there Your hand will lead me, and Your right hand will lay hold of me. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness will overwhelm me, and the light around me will me night,’ even the darkness is not dark to You, and the night is as bright as the day. Darkness and light are alike to You.

There is no hiding from God. He is a God who is just, fair, and equitable in all of His ways.
Genesis 18:22 Then the men turned away from there and went toward Sodom. ((  Double underline “towards Sodom.”) While Abraham was standing before the Lord.

So three beings, three men, show up at Abraham’s tent. These two men are angelic beings but the other one is the LORD himself. This is called a “theophany.” This is a pre-incarnation revelation of Jesus Christ. He has come down to see for Himself what is going on.

Genesis 18:23-24 And Abraham came near and said, “Wilt thou indeed sweep away the righteous with the wicked?” ((  Kay marks “wicked” the same way as “sin”.) Suppose there are fifty…
Genesis 18:25 “Far be it from Thee to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike.”
2. The righteous and the unrighteous are dealt with differently. Genesis 18:20-23.  Another word for “urnrighteous” is “wicked”
Genesis 18:25 “Far be it from Thee to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked are treated alike. Far be it from Thee! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?”
He’s a just, fair, righteous God. He’s coming down to see. The cry has come up. He’s coming down to get face-to-face with these people to see if this is true. Are these men living in homosexuality? Is this city as evil as He has heard, as the cry has come up to His ears? He has stepped down. He is not a far off God. When He gets down there, whatever He sees, He will deal justly and righteously. Abraham knows His God. Knowing Him Abraham says, “Wait a minute. Suppose there are fifty righteous people in that city. You’re not going to destroy it are you? Far be it from Thee! Aren’t You a God who deals righteously? Aren’t You going to judge the righteous along with the wicked? No, God, it’s not Your style. It’s not Your pattern. You’re equitable. You are fair.”

Genesis 18:26 So the LORD said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare the whole place on their account.”
I won’t destroy Sodom and Gomorrah if I can find fifty righteous people. 

Genesis 18:27 And Abraham replied, “Now behold, I have ventured to speak to the LORD, although I am but dust and ashes”
Note that Abraham remembered his place with God. Some people today on TV say, “Well I just walked into the presence of God when I was in heaven. I just pulled up a chair and leaned back. God and I had a good ol’ time talking.” There was a man who said that who was rebuked by another who said, “God’s going to take your life.” And God did. God is a holy God. When Abraham was before Him he remembered that he was dust and ashes.
Genesis 18:28-29 Suppose the fifty righteous are lacking five, wilt Thou destroy the whole city because of five?” God said, “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” He spoke to him yet again and said, “Suppose forty are found there? He said, “I will not do it on account of the forty.”

Genesis 18:32b “Suppose ten are found there?” He said, “I will not destroy it on account of the ten.”
“If there are ten of My people in that city, I will not destroy it.”

Genesis 18:33 And as soon as He had finished speaking to Abraham the LORD departed, and Abraham returned to his place.
The righteous and the wicked (unrighteous) are dealt with differently by God. Understand this. 
Ezekiel was an Old Testament prophet who was prophesying from Babylon. Jeremiah remained in the land. They and Daniel were contemporary prophets all living at the same time. Kay’s novel, Israel, My Beloved, which is a true story in novel form, shows all this acted out. It’s the Word of God in novel form. You will understand the history of Israel from 586 BC through the attacks of the Cossacks, through the pales of the settlement, through the Krystallnacht when the Germans rose up against the Jews. You will understand it all. You will be in Auschwitz and move all the way through history. You will see that God is a righteous, holy, just God. He is a God full of love, lovingkindness, mercy, compassion, who does not desire to destroy. 

But in Ezekiel 9 God was preparing to destroy the city so He called the executioners. Six men came and stood before him with battering weapons of destruction in their hands. 
Ezekiel 9:1-3 Then He cried out in my hearing with a loud voice saying, “Draw near, O executioners of the city, each with his destroying weapon in his hand.” Behold, six men came from the direction of the upper gate which faces north, each with his shattering weapon in his hand; and among them was a certain man clothed in linen with a writing case at his loins. And they went in and stood beside the bronze altar. Then the glory of the God of Israel went up from the cherub on which it had been, to the threshold of the temple. And He called to the man clothed in linen at whose loins was the writing case. 
As they stood before the God of all the earth, He said:
Ezekiel 9:4 “Go through the midst of the city, even through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations which are being committed in its midst.”
This was an adulterous immoral city that was shedding innocent blood. It was like the United States of America with all the innocent blood we’ve shed in abortions and with all the adultery. The sins had come up to God’s chin into the face and nostrils of God. The prince and the rulers ruled on their own authority and even the priesthood was corrupt. Wickedness reigned. God sought for a man to stand in the gap but He found none. Now He was getting ready to destroy it. But before He did:

Ezekiel 9:4 “Go through the midst of the city, even through the midst of Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan over all the abominations which are being committed in its midst.”
That man took his writing case and went through putting marks on the foreheads of those who sighed and groaned. He passed over all who didn’t. God said to mark everyone who sighed and groaned. Then he wanted to ask Him a question:
Ezekiel 9:8 As they were striking the people and I alone was left, I fell on my face and cried out saying, “Alas, Lord GOD! Are You destroying the whole remnant of Israel by pouring out Your wrath on Jerusalem?”
Right now Kay is talking to college students as she lectures: On your campuses with all you see and in the professions some are now working in, do you laugh at the sin or do you sigh or groan? Does it cause you to weep or snicker? Does it cause you to go home and get before God and ask Him how to spare these people and introduce them to Jesus Christ? Or do you linger on the outskirts hoping to be part of that group, part of that crowd? 
When the man got through marking God called the men with the shattering weapons and said:

Ezekiel 9:5-6 But to the others He said in my hearing, “God through the city after him and strike; do not let your eye have pity and do not spare. Utterly slay old men, young men, maidens, little children, and women, but do not touch any man on whom is the mark; and you shall start from My sanctuary.” So they started with the elders who were before the temple.

You start with those who know the most about God yet have not bowed the knee to Him. You start with those who have a religion but not a relationship. You start at the house of God then go through the city, not sparing. God is a righteous God who spares the righteous. He works on their behalf. He does not judge them the way He judges the world. This is a passage that clearly shows this. 
In the New Testament there was a man sleeping with his father’s wife. Undoubtedly she was his stepmother, but he was sleeping with her. This is an abomination that wasn’t even committed in Corinth. They coined a word in the days of Corinth: “To Corinthianize” which meant to live in debauchery, immorality—blatant immorality, unrestratined immorality.
1 Corinthians 5:9-10 I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people; I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, …for then you would have to go out of this world.
In other words, this is what the world is made up of, people who are living like this. 

1 Corinthians 5:11a But actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person,
Paul is saying, “If there’s a person who says that he’s a brother but he’s living with his housemate and fornicating, committing adultery, you are not even to eat with them. If they come into the cafeteria you can’t invite them to your table. You can’t go to their table. Why?

1 Corinthians 5:11b-12 …or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard…(Alcohol’s a major problem on campuses today) or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one. For what have I (Paul) have to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church?
It is our responsibility to judge within the church. You say, “But the Bible says, ‘Judge not lest ye be judged yourselves.’” Yes, but the context is this: That before I get ready to get the mote out of your eye, I get the beam out of my own so that I don’t ruin you while I try to get it out of your eye. Jesus is not saying, “Do not judge.” But rather He is explaining HOW you are to judge. It’s just that the world knows that verse. They can quote that one.

1 Corinthians 5:12-13 For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within the church? But those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from among yourselves.
Here is a distinction between the righteous and unrighteous. In 1 Corinthians 11 Paul is talking about the New Covenant. On the night in which Jesus was betrayed He inaugurated a new covenant.
1 Corinthians 11:25-26 In the same way He took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me. For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.”
The Lord’s death for what? Why did he have to hang on a cross?  Because we are sinners. Jesus died for sin and when we take the bread and the wine we are remembering that Jesus died for our sins.

1 Corinthians 11:27-29 Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner, shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But let a man examine hiself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks, eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly.
If you take communion but you’re living in sin, you are bringing judgment upon yourself. Better to let it pass and not take it.

1 Corinthians 11:30-32 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number sleep. But if we judged ourselves rightly, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord in order that we may not be condemned along with the world. 
Sometimes sickness is the judgment of God—not all the time. Sometimes weakness is a judgment of God. When we are judged—when He makes us weak or sick or when He kills some of us, He’s doing it because we are His kids. We are righteous. We have been declared righteous. Yes we have stepped over the line; yes we have sinned; it’s not our habit of life but if we don’t stop it God says, “Okay, I’m going to judge it. If you want Me to keep from judging it, you judge it yourselves. You judge sin in yourself. If you don’t, I’m going to judge you and I have to judge you this way because I can’t judge you along with the world. I judge them in a different way. I’m going to judge you by prematurely taking you home or by making you sick or taking you to the divine woodshed in one form or another. And you’ll miss your rewards at the judgment seat of Christ but you’re not going to be there at the great white throne judgment when I say to all those there, “Depart from Me,” to everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. There’s a difference when God judges.
Genesis 19
3. When you don’t separate yourself from sinners you will vex your righteous soul. Genesis 19:1-9. Notice: “separate” not “isolate”. “Vex” is a term out of the Word of God. 
Genesis 19:1a Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening as Lot was sitting in the gate of Sodom.
This was a wicked city that God was about to go down and destroy but where was Lot? He was sitting in the gate of Sodom. ((  Double underline “gate of Sodom”.) To sit in the gate implied that you had some sort of power or authority in that city. That’s where the town rulers would sit for judgment. If you ever go with Kay to Israel (and hopefully you can because it’s absolutely awesome) and go up to Dan, you’ll see the gate and get this impression where they sat at the gate of the city.

Genesis 19:1b When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground.
How did Lot get into Sodom? Remember in Genesis 13:5-13 Lot’s herdsmen were quarreling with Abraham’s herdsmen because they were so great and dwelling in the land together. Abraham said, “Don’t let there be strife between us; you choose where you want to go.”

Genesis 13:10-12 And Lot lifted up his eyes and saw all the valley of the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere—this was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah—like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt as you go to Zoar. So Lot chose for himself all the valley of the Jordan; and Lot journeyed eastward. Thus they separated from each other. Abram settled in the land of Canaan, while Lot settled in the cities of the valley, and moved his tents as far as Sodom.
It doesn’t imply that he was yet in Sodom, but he got his tents as far as Sodom. He looked at that city every day. Probably every day they had a party there; he heard the music and the revelry. Watch where Lot is in Genesis 14.

Genesis 14:11-12 Then they took all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah and all their food supply, and departed. They also took Lot, Abram’s nephew, and his possessions and departed for he was living in Sodom.
· Write those two passages, Genesis 13:5-13 and Genesis 14:11-12, next to Genesis 19:1.

That’s how Lot got there—not because somebody coerced him to come, not because it was the only place to go, but of his own free will. And he was sitting in the gate of the city when the two men came into the city.

Genesis 19:2a And he said, “Now behold, my lords, please turn aside into your servant’s house, and spend the night, and wash your feet; 
This is an eastern culture so it was part of their custom to welcome strangers into their homes or tents (here they were living in homes.) 
Genesis 19:2b-5 …then you may rise early and go on your way.” They said however, “No, but we shall spend the night in the square.” Yet he urged them strongly, so they turned aside to him and entered his house; and he prepared a feast for them, and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. Before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, surrounded the house, both young and old, all the people from every quarter; and they called to Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to you tonight? Bring them out to us that we may have relations with them.”
“We want to have sex with them. Where are those two men? Hey, there are two new guys in town, guys. We haven’t had them yet. Let’s get them; let’s try them.” 

Kay has a number of homosexual friends. Some have become believers and some haven’t. They are her friends. She has loved them and shared with them. Precept Ministries has video tapes that deal with the issue of homosexuality. You can listen to homosexuals and lesbians as they talk and tell their stories. One man was telling Kay how he was being pressured and pressured from inside and outside. Eventually he went to a homosexual club. He wasn’t going to do anything; he just wanted to see what was going on. He kind of just moved into the homosexual club, like Lot. He wasn’t going to do anything but this one man got his eye on him. Eventually through a process of wearing him down they got him home and raped him. Now he feels like absolute utter trash, and worthless. You’ve got to watch where you’re sitting—at whose gate you’re in.

Genesis 19:6-8 But Lot went out to them at the doorway, and shut the door behind him, and said, “Please, my brothers, do not act wickedly. Now behold, I have two daughters who have not had relations with man; please let me bring them out to you, and do to them whatever you like: only do nothing to these men, inasmuch as they have come under the shelter of my roof.”
Boy, he’s a great guy, isn’t he? “I’ve got two daughters. They’re virgins; you can have them but you can’t have the men.” They were his own flesh and blood, but it shows you how man digresses and digresses to move away from God because they treated women more and more like chattel. When Jesus Christ appeared on the scene He took woman by the hand and He elevated her to her proper place. But man apart from God just treats woman like an object. That’s exactly what happened there. “I’ll give you my daughters. They’re virgins. You can have them.” How did the men respond?
Genesis 19:9 But they said, “Stand aside.” Furthermore, they said, “This one (Lot) came in as an alien, and already he is acting like a judge; now we will treat you worse than them.” So they pressed hard against Lot and came near to break the door.
Here’s the point: When you don’t separate (not isolate) yourself from sinners, you will vex your righteous soul.

In 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 note that God is a God who wants to redeem. He wants to bring us out of sin. When we come to Him in the first place He separates us from sinners and separates us from sin. He calls us out to Himself. 

2 Corinthians 6:14-15 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever?
Don’t be bound together. Don’t get in a relationship like this with an unbeliever. “I’m not taking you out of the world; I’m leaving you in the world and it’s a world of sinners. You’re there to be a witness and example to them. You’re there to provoke them to jealousy because you know God and they don’t. You want them to long for your God. But I’m telling you that you cannot be bound together with those sinners because you’re from two different worlds, spheres, mindsets.”

2 Corinthians 6:16-17 Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, “I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body. 
1 Corinthians 6:15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I then take away the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? May it never be!
When did Abraham get the blessing of God? When was he shown the whole land? It was after he separated from Lot. There is separation in the Christian life and you need to know this. Some of you may be enamored with a guy who is not a believer. You are writing a death sentence if you continue to date and marry that person. Kay can tell you the death sentences of the girls who have lost their virginity because they just decided that they would go hang out at a party. One time that happened and her parents told Kay when they were in Israel. The parents were shaken because their daughter called them when she had been raped that night. She wasn’t raped because she was walking down the street but because she was with the wrong crowd. It was at a party where she never should have been. She just got drunk and they took her. 
2 Corinthians 6:17-18 Therefore come out from their midst and be separate,” says the Lord. “And do not touch what is unclean; and I will welcome you. And I will be a father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” says the Lord Almighty.
Do you know what the problem is? We love them more than loving our relationship with God. “So God’s going to be a father to me, big deal. I can’t see Him, but I can see that guy. I can feel his touch, I can hear his voice. I can walk with him and talk with him.” You can do the same with God but He’s not there physically. But He is there in the power of His Spirit.

2 Corinthians 7:1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
You’d better fear God. You’d better respect Him. 

2 Peter 2:1-10 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves. Many will follow their sensuality, and because of them the way of the truth will be maligned; and in their greed they will exploit you with false words; their judgment from long ago is not idle, and their destruction is not asleep. For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter; and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men (for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day with their lawless deeds), then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from temptation, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment for the day of judgment, and especially those who indulge the flesh in its corrupt desires and despise authority. Daring, self-willed, they do not tremble when they revile angelic majesties.
Know this: If you don’t separate yourself from sinners, one way or another you’re going to vex your righteous soul. One way or another you’re going to live in torment.
4. God sets the standards of morality. Genesis 19:10-26. 

Genesis 19:10-11 But the men reached out their hands and brought Lot into the house with them, and shut the door. They struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with blindness, both small and great, so that they wearied themselves trying to find the doorway.
Those two men sent from God pulled in Lot. Then God struck them with blindness. They were groping but they hadn’t given up. They were still trying to find the door. They were so adamant that even in their blindness they were going to find those men and have them. If you are living a homosexual lifestyle thinking that it’s the way God made you, if you think that you can’t help it, you are blind. The god of this world, the devil, has blinded your eyes that you might not believe the glorious gospel of Jesus Christ and that you might not be saved. Don’t be blind.
Genesis 19:12-13 Then the two men (the angels) said to Lot, “Whom else have you here? A son-in-law, and your sons, and your daughters, and whomever you have in the city, bring them out of the place; for we are about to destroy this place, because their outcry has become so great before the LORD that the LORD has sent us to destroy it.”
God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah because their sin was exceedingly great. That sin, homosexuality, is an abomination to God.

Leviticus 18:22 ‘You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination.’
There are many other Scriptures. If you want them, write to Precept Ministries and they’ll send them to you along with a study guide.

Leviticus 18:23-25 ‘Also you shall not have intercourse with any animal to be defiled with it, nor shall any woman stand before an animal to mate with it; it is a perversion. Do not defile yourselves by any of these things; for by all these the nations which I am casting out before you have become defiled. For the land (the land of Canaan, which Joshua is supposed to go in and clean out and inhabit as God promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob) has become defiled, therefore I have visited its punishment upon it, so the land has spewed out its inhabitants.’
God sets the standards for morality. He does not change them with the seasons or the times. Man will change them but: You fool! if you go by man’s standards because there is a God in heaven.

He is a just and fair God who punishes sin.

Leviticus 18:26-28 ‘But as for you, you are to keep My statutes and My judgments, and shall not do any of these abominations, …(for the men of the land who have been before you have done all these abominations, and the land has become defiled); so that the land may not spew you out, should you defile it, as it has spewed out the nation which has been before you.’
If there is homosexuality, and God is going to tell them that in Leviticus 20, if there is adultery, incest, bestiality, the people are to be put to death. It defiles the land and if this happens, God kicks out the inhabitants of the land. God is saying to the Jews, “Don’t defile the land because if you do, My chosen nation, I will have to kick you out of the land.” That’s what He did and they stayed kicked out for 70 years. God judges sin. God sets the standards of morality, not man. You will be judged according God’s standards, not man’s.

Romans 1:18, 26-27 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, … For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.
God says: The just judgment of God is poured out on those who commit sin.

1 Corinthians 6:9-11, 18 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God. Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man commits is outside the body, but the immoral man sins against his own body.
God delivers you. He says, “Such were you.” You were homosexuals. You were liars, idolaters. But you were washed, justified, sanctified in the name of the Lord. You can be that kind and then come to Jesus Christ, be washed, justified, and sanctified. But then He tells you: Flee immorality. Every other sin that a man does is outside of his body, but whoever commits immorality—homosexuality, incest, bestiality, lesbianism, adultery—sins against his own body. And he receives, as Romans 1 says, in his body the just recompense of the air. You as a Christian cannot get away with it.

Hebrews 13:4 Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.
5. Intercession is important. Abraham’s intercession spared Lot. When Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed in Genesis 19:27-29, God spared Lot because of Abraham’s intercession.

Genesis 19:29 Thus it came about, when God destroyed the cities of the valley, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot lived.
It’s a mystery, but when you see your Christian friends in sin, you can know this: God will judge. Sin will be judged. You need to intercede. Somehow in the mystery of God there is a weight to your prayers as there was to Abraham’s intercession for the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot and his daughters were all spared. They all got out of the city. They made it to Zoar and when they got there God let the fire and brimstone fall on Sodom and Gomorrah to destroy it all. The smoke went up and up but Lot was spared. His two daughters were spared. Why? Because they went with their father and God rescued them. The two sons-in-law (that those daughters were engaged to) did not believe Lot. They stayed in Sodom and were destroyed. Mrs. Lot, when she came out, was told not to look back but she did. She disobeyed God and became a pillar of salt. Some people say Lot lost his salt because he went on to Zoar. What’s important is that they were spared because Abraham interceded with God.
1 John 5:14-16 And this is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have asked from Him. If anyone sees his brother committing a sin (a brother—a Christian) not leading to death, he shall ask and God will for him give life to those who commit sin not leading to death. There is a sin leading to death; I do not say that he should make request for this.
6. Walking by your own understanding rather than God’s can breed Moabites and Ammonites which are constant sources of irritation in our lives. Genesis 19:30-38. The girls realized now that their father was old. Their mother was gone. Their father’s seed was not going to be carried on because they didn’t have husbands. They got their father drunk. One night one daughter went in to sleep with him; the next night the other daughter did the same. Lot didn’t know they came nor when they left. He just went through that passion. They ended up having two children. One daughter had a son named Moab. The other had a son by the name of Ben-ammi and he was the father of the sons of Ammon. So they bred the Moabites and the Ammonites who became constant sources of irritation to the sons of Israel. 

When you start walking by your own understanding; when you start trying to reason and manipulate the clear set standards of God; when you start playing God and say, “We’ve got to have a seed; our father is going to pass on but he’s got to have descendants,” you come up with Moabites and Ammonites. You come up with sources of irritation. 

Know this: God is God. He sets the standards. He never changes. He never alters. If you are wise you will bow the knee, listen and obey so that you live according to these insights, principles and precepts. If you don’t, you are just writing a scenario of defeat, destruction, despair and depression because you have not obeyed God. You can walk your own way because He’ll let you do it. You can choose your own path but you cannot choose the consequences. God is God. He set down the standards. Now obey Him and reap the blessings of obedience. Look at Abraham—not at Lot—and follow Abraham’s pattern. Don’t follow Lot because he vexed his righteous soul. Many of you are doing that because you are living on the edge of obedience; you are flirting with the world; you’re dating whom you shouldn’t be dating; you’re marrying whom you shouldn’t be marrying; you’re sleeping around. And you think you can get away with it? No. God is God.
