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Have you ever seen a very important, powerful, or popular person and thought “I would love to be that person’s friend. If I were, would I have connections; would I go places.”? Maybe you set your little cap on the goal of becoming that person’s friend. Maybe you tried to manipulate, to buy them, do things to show yourself off and say, “Hey, you really ought to have me for a friend.” Maybe you wrote notes, or pursued the friends around them to wheedle your way into their inner circle. If you’ve done that, it’s very human and you’re not alone. Or have you seen a person that you admire tremendously and thought, “Gosh, it would be so awesome to have a friend like that. How I would love to have a friend of that character and personality—to have such a person be my friend.”? We all need a friend, don’t we? We’re never meant to be alone. We need a friend who sticks closer than a brother, who is born for the day of adversity. We need a friend who knows us, warts and all, but says, “I’m with you. I’m your friend. You can count on me.” In Genesis 20-21, Abraham was called a friend of God. 

You can be a friend of God. You can become the friend of a faithful God. You can walk as the friend of a faithful God. That’s pretty awesome. Kay cannot think of anyone on heaven or earth whom she would rather be friends with than God Almighty. You say, “I don’t know if it’s possible to be friends with the ruler of all the universe, the one who is sovereign, who was there in the beginning and will be there at the end, the one who is the Alpha and the Omega, who spoke and brought the world into existence. That’s quite a friendship to aspire to.” And it is. But it can happen today. You can have a friend who sticks closer than a brother. You can have a friend who will be born for the day of adversity. You can have a friend who will love you unconditionally, no matter what is there for you. You can have God as your friend.
The word used for “friend” with respect to Abraham is not a word that is like our common use of “friend.” We say, “Oh he’s my friend. We’re friends.” But they may be just a neighbor or an acquaintance. They may be someone who has come along walking down the street with you, then you introduce them to someone as, “This is my friend.” This is not the term used in the Old Testament when Abraham is called “the friend of God.” The word used is “aheb”. Compared to the other words used in the Hebrew it is a rarity. The others are “rea” which means “a friend or a companion” and “amith” which is an associate, or a neighbor. 
The word “aheb” has as its primary root “to love”. It is translated as “beloved”, “dearly loved”, “friend”, “love”, “loved”, “lover”, “loving”, “showing love”. Isn’t that awesome? This term for friend moves into the realm of love. Kay thinks so much of the word she uses it when she talks to Christians: she calls them “Beloved”. Many times people say, “Could you just write ‘Beloved’ when you sign this book because I didn’t know I was beloved.” Or “Could you put down ‘Precious’ because no one ever told me I was precious before.” People need that. They need to be friends of God. This word “aheb” is a covenant term and is used for a higher relationship. It is a much higher term than “rea” or “amith”. 
That’s why Abraham is called “the friend of God.” Three verses call him this:
2 Chronicles 20:3, 6-7 (Jehoshaphat the king of Judah is in trouble. The whole army is coming against him.) Jehoshaphat was afraid and turned his attention to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah. (In his anguish he begins to pray to God which is very smart.) And he said, “O LORD, the God of our fathers, art Thou not God in the heavens? And art Thou not ruler over all the kingdoms of the nations? Power and might are in Thy hand so that no one can stand against Thee. Didst Thou not, O our God, drive out the inhabitants of this land before Thy people Israel, and give it to the descendants of Abraham Thy friend forever?
Abraham was God’s forever friend. He was loved by God. He was in a covenant with God. As a result he is the only one in the Old Testament referred to as the friend of God. Isaiah 41 quotes God therefore is what God says about Abraham, as opposed to 2 Chronicles where Jehoshaphat is speaking about Abraham:

Isaiah 41:8 “But you, Israel, My servant, Jacob whom I have chosen, descendant of Abraham My friend,” God actually calls Abraham His friend. 
Abraham had a son Isaac. And Isaac had a son Jacob, therefore after Abraham the study will continue with his descendants and the practicalities of their lives. James 2 is a forerunner of what you’ll see in next week’s homework. In the book of James, he is trying to show that if you have genuine faith it will be seen in your works. James is not teaching that you’re saved by works. He believes you are saved by faith and if that faith is genuine it produces good works. In this passage, James asserts, “You people say you have faith, so show me. Show me your faith by the way that you live. Show me that you believe God because it has changed the way you walk and how you treat other people. Show me that you love God. Prove that God is in you because of the way you love others which shows that His love is flowing through you. This is the context all the way through James.

James 2:23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” (You’ll see why the Scripture was fulfilled as you do your homework.) and he was called the friend of God. 

Abraham therefore is the beloved, the dearly loved, of God. In John 13 Jesus meets with his disciples in the upper room. He is about to celebrate his last Passover. There He took the bread and broke it, gave it to His disciples saying, “Take; eat. This is My body which is broken for you.” Then He took the cup and said, “This is the cup of the blood of the new covenant. Drink from it.” At that last Passover meal He inaugurates the new covenant in His blood by showing his disciples the symbolism of entering into covenant with Him. Now, unlike the other gospels, John 13 does not record this (but does record that it’s the Passover meal.) Instead it tells something different: At that Passover meal Jesus arose from the Passover table, girded Himself in a towel, and washed the feet of His disciples. He knelt down, slipped off their sandals and washed their feet. This was God washing their feet—the Son of God! He was showing them this: “If I, being your Lord and Master, do this to you, should you not also be a servant to others? I’ve left you an example and shown you.” He was washing their feet because He loved them and they were going to enter into covenant with Him. As He washed their feet He began to talk to them, to teach them. This is known as the Upper Room Discourses.
John 15:12-13 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.”
The words “friends” in the New Testament Greek is “philo”. That’s the root. The three words for love in Greek are: 1. “Astergo” which is a natural love like that of a mother for her child or the child for its mother. 2. “Agape” which is the strongest form of love—the love where you desire another’s highest good. “For God so love the world…” And 3. “phileo” which is a friendship love, the word used here. Jesus was about to go to Calvary to lay down His life for His “phileo” friends.

John 15:14-16 “You are My friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. You did not choose Me, but I chose you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask of the Father in My name, He may give to you.
“I will do it.” He’s no longer calling them servants but friends. Why? Because they’re entering into covenant with him. So when you think of “friend” just think of a covenant partner. Don’t think of it in the way we think of it in a casual relationship, because when Kay speaks of us becoming the friend of a faithful God, she’s not talking about a casual relationship. She’s not talking about, “I’ll walk with you sometimes and I’ll see you sometimes.” No. She’s talking about a covenant relationship. 
When two people entered into covenant they became one. They died to independent living so that if their covenant partner ever got in financial trouble they would take their own resources and help the covenant partner. If their covenant partner ever had an enemy come against them they would say, “If you’re coming after him, you’re coming after me because I’m in covenant.” A covenant partner was born for the day of adversity. They put a mark in their wrists—a cut. You’ll see this if you read the story of David Livingston. They would make a cut in their wrists then grasp each other’s wrists. It’s called striking hands. It’s where the handshake comes from. Shaking hands signifies an agreement. It’s an oath, a swearing. But in those times they shook hands grasping hand to wrist so the two wrists mingle blood showing that they are becoming blood brothers: A friend who sticks closer than a brother because this is a covenant relationship that was made, not one they were born into. Many times when they did that they would take dirt and rub it into the wound so that it would form a scar. That way when they brushed their hair, drew their sword, ate a meal, they would see that covenant mark and remember that they had a covenant partner and were no longer living independently. All of this and what it means in the Old Testament and the New Testament is found in Kay’s book Our Covenant God: Learning to Trust Him. This is part of the covenant relationship being called the friend of God.
There are some people who want you for a friend only as long as you are perfect. Only if you toe the line that they lay out for you will they be your friend. Watch out for this in dating relationships. If you have to tow a line now, it will be hell afterwards. That bond, that love, isn’t there. This is not the kind of friendship spoken about above but a performance-based friendship. 
With God it is not a performance-based relationship and you see that in Abraham’s life.

Abraham was not perfect. He was the friend of God who had already made a covenant with him, but he was not perfect. Many times we think God will only accept us if we are perfect or toe the line. Then we think we have to be perfect, to keep the law, to toe the line, in order to be accepted by God—but that is not true. What do you need in order to become a friend of God and accepted by Him? See Genesis 20:

Genesis 20:1 Now Abraham journeyed from there (the oaks of Mamre near Hebron) toward the land of the Negev, and settled between Kadesh and Shur (in the Sinai Peninsula); then he sojourned in Gerar (back north more toward the Mediterranean.)

Genesis 20:2-6 Abraham said of Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” (Uh oh—here we go again…) So Abimelech king of Gerar sent and took Sarah. But God came to Abimelech in a dream of the night, and said to him, “Behold, you are a dead man (You’re dead meat) because of the woman whom you have taken, for she is married.” Now Abimelech had not come near her (he hadn’t slept with her or touched her); and he said, “Lord, will You slay a nation, even though blameless? Did he not himself say to me, ‘She is my sister’? And she herself said, ‘He is my brother.’ In the integrity of my heart and the innocence of my hands I have done this.” Then God said to him in the dream, “Yes, I know that in the integrity of your heart you have done this, and I also kept you from sinning against Me; therefore I did not let you touch her.”
Isn’t that awesome? God looks at the integrity of Abimelech’s heart so when Abimelech said to God, “I didn’t know,” God answered, “You’re right, I know.” Sometimes we think we can fool God and can excuse our way out of a situation but we can’t because God sees our hearts. 

Here is God intervening to keep Abimelech from touching her. This is crucial. Why? Because just before this God came as three people in the presence of His angels, spoke to Abraham and Sarah to tell them that they would have a child at this time next year. If Abimelech had gone in to her, whose child would it be? You don’t know. So God prevents him from going in to her. She was 90 years old at this time. Things must have been different in those days!

Genesis 20:7 “Now therefore, restore the man’s wife, for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and you will live. But if you do not restore her, know that you shall surely die, you and all who are yours.” Abimelech restored her. 
Genesis 20:9-10 Then Abimelech called Abraham and said to him, “What have you done to us? And how have I sinned against you, that you have brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? You have done to me things that ought not to be done.”  And Abimelech said to Abraham, “What have you encountered, that you have done this thing?” 

“What is wrong with you, man? What happened to you that you’d tell me she is your sister?”
Genesis 20:11 Abraham said, “Because I thought, surely there is no fear of God in this place, and they will kill me because of my wife.
What’s the problem with Abraham? He still hasn’t had Isaac. He’s been told he’s going to have a son but here he’s panicking in the heat of the moment in the tension, so he’s walking in his own way and trying to manipulate again.
Genesis 20:12 “Besides, she actually is my sister, the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my mother, and she became my wife;
Now we know for the first time, by reading the Scriptures, that she actually is his sister.

Genesis 20:13-18 “And it came about, when God caused me to wander from my father’s house, that I said to her, ‘This is the kindness which you will show to me: everywhere we go, say of me, “He is my brother.”’” Abimelech then took sheep and oxen and male and female servants, and gave them to Abraham, and restored his wife Sarah to him. Abimelech said, “Behold, my land is before you; settle wherever you please.” To Sarah he said, “Behold, I have given your brother a thousand pieces of silver; behold, it is your vindication before all who are with you, and before all men you are cleared.” Abraham prayed to God, and God healed Abimelech and his wife and his maid, so that they bore children. For the LORD had closed fast all the wombs of the household of Abimelech because of Sarah, Abraham’s wife.
(  Draw in the margin a triangle (representing God). This is what Kay does every time she learns something new about God.

What do you learn about God here? It’s God who closes or opens the womb. You see God’s power over the birth of a child—or the lack of a birth of a child.

Was Abraham perfect? No. Was he the friend of God? Yes, even though this is the second time he has pulled this stunt. Yet what happened the year after the three men visited him at the oaks of Mamre in Hebron?

Genesis 18:1 Now the LORD appeared to him (Abraham) by the oaks of Mamre, while he was sitting at the tent door in the heat of the day.
These three men came in, Abraham got a meal for them then they went out to eat under a tree.

Genesis 18:9-10 Then they said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?” And he said, “Behold, in the tent.” And he said, “I will surely return to you at this time next year;” (( Mark this with a clock for the time phrase.) In other words, “I will be back in twelve months. …and behold, Sarah your wife shall have a son.” And Sarah was listening at the tent door, which was behind him. Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in age; Sarah was past childbearing.
(  Underline it; mark it; highlight it. Her reproductive years were gone. There was no way physically that Sarah could have a child.

Genesis 18:12 Sarah laughed to herself, saying, “After I have become old, shall I have pleasure, my lord being old also?”
Their sex life was nil. It was over. She was 90; he was 100. According to this, even though she looked good enough for Abimelech to pick her up, their sex life was over. Sex inside of marriage is so pleasurable but sex outside of marriage brings the judgment of God because you are fornicating, committing adultery, being immoral, and God says “Be ye sure your sins will find you out. Fornicators and adulterers God will judge.” Remember that. Inside of marriage it’s beautiful and you want to enjoy it—but not outside of marriage.

Genesis 18:13-14a And the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh, saying, ‘Shall I indeed bear a child, when I am so old?’ Is anything too difficult for the LORD?”
What would be too difficult is that biologically she is past having children. Biologically, from this context, Abraham is past his prime and is not having sex with Sarah.

Genesis 18:14 Is anything too difficult for the LORD? At the appointed time I will return to you, at this time next year, and Sarah will have a son.”
That’s exactly what God said, yet what a fool Abraham was to let her go in to Abimelech so he could take her into his household. Here was the promise of God. See what happens when God tells Abraham at age 99 that he’s going to have a child.
Genesis 17:15-17 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I will bless her, and indeed I will give you a son by her. Then I will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples will come form her.” Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said in his heart, “Will a child be born to a man one hundred years old? And will Sarah, who is ninety years old, bear a child?”
“This is impossible, God!” Abraham is in an impossible situation humanly.

Genesis 21:1 Then the LORD took note of Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had promised.
God did as He said, He did as He promised because He is God and He entered into a covenant with Abraham and promised him a child.

Genesis 21:2-3 So Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac.

God wants to make sure you realize that this was Sarah who gave birth to Isaac. It’s not any other woman because God gave Abraham the promise when he was married to Sarah. He had not married any other woman although he had slept with Hagar and they had had a son, Ishmael. But Ishmael was not the one to inherit the promise or get the covenant passed down to him. God said, “No. It is going to be Isaac. In Isaac shall your seed, your descendants, be called.”

Genesis 21:4 Then Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him.
When was Abraham told to circumcise his son? On the eighth day because the clotting time is at its peak. That’s what God ordained.

Genesis 21:5-7 Now Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. (That makes Sarah 90.) Sarah said, “God has made laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh at me.” And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”
Can’t you imagine the delight? No, you can’t because you think differently. They lived longer in those days. But can’t you imagine the delight because to not have a child is such a shame. 

What’s going on behind the scenes? Romans 4 has an awesome description of faith. Romans contains the gospel of Jesus Christ. Paul sat down to declare the gospel in every aspect. Romans 4 shows that salvation is by faith, not by works or by circumcision. It’s not by keeping the Law but by faith. Paul wants to make his point: If you want to enter into the New Covenant there’s only one way to do it. You enter by faith, there’s no other way. It’s not by works. Paul is talking to both Jews and Gentiles because it’s Rome. He lays out this treatise on the gospel by using Abraham as an example because Abraham is the father of a great nation: Israel. He is also the father of many nations. “In Abraham all the nations of the earth will be blessed.” Those nations are the Gentile nations. So Paul takes this sterling man who has his faults but is the friend of God to illustrate his point:

Romans 4:1-2 What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, has found? For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.
“Justified” simply means “to declare righteous.” Remember, “Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteousness.”
Romans 4:3 For what does the Scripture say? “And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.”
Where is that verse? Genesis 15 where God cuts a covenant with Abraham.

Romans 4:4 Now to the one who works, his wage is not reckoned as a favor, but as what is due.
Suppose you tried to be the friend of a great person by sending them presents or by trying to buy them, or by all sorts of manipulation? When you got to be their friend, then they walked out on you saying, “I’m not going to be your friend anymore,” what would you say? “Wait a minute—look at all that I’ve done for you. Do you remember the car? The support? How can you walk out on me?” It would be a friendship based on performance, on works. If you work, your wage is not credited as a favor but by what is due, earned.

Romans 4:5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,
God justifies the ungodly. When God chooses His friends, He brings you into the new covenant as a sinner, helpless, ungodly—an enemy of God—yet God is the one moving toward friendship with you not the other way around. You didn’t choose God—He chose you. You can know that you are His friend if you are a child of God because He came down from heaven in the form of His Son to pursue us through the death, burial, and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ, and then through the ministry of the Holy Spirit who comes to you and convicts you of your sin and unrighteousness and ungodliness. He shows you that you are the enemy and under the prince of this world, living in the kingdom of darkness. But God says, “I love you and I want to be a friend with you.” Awesome to become the friend of a faithful God. And He is faithful. This is God moving toward man, not man toward God.
Romans 4:5 But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is credited as righteousness,
God comes down in the form of His Son. He dies on the cross then brings someone to tell you that message. What do you do? God is saying, “I want to be your friend. I want to enter into covenant with you. I don’t want you to just be a servant but I want you to know what I’m doing just like I told Abraham when I destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah. I want you in My family. I want you for My friend. I want you.” What do you do? You say, “Here, take what I have.” God answers, “No, I just want you.” You say, “Well I’ll try to be better.” God replies, “No, I just want you.” You say, “I’ll work harder.” God says, “No. I want you just the way you are—a sinner, an ungodly person, My enemy. I want you in an unconditional way. I’m not going to leave you that way. I’m not going to leave you a sinner, ungodly, My enemy. I’m going to shape you up. But I want you.” What do you do? You say, “You do? You really do? What do I have to do?” God says, “Just believe Me. Just take Me at My word. That’s all you have to do. Just know that I want you just the way you are; all you have to do is believe Me.” You say, “I find that hard to do.” He says, “Look back at Calvary. Look at what I did for you. I called Abraham; I’m calling you. I called Abraham when he was an idolator, when he didn’t know Me. I called him out of his heathen land because I wanted him. I’m calling you because I want you.”
Romans 4:6-10a Just as David also speaks of the blessing upon the man to whom God reckons righteousness apart from works: “Blessed are those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and whose sins have been covered. Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD will not take into account.” Is this blessing then on the circumcised, or on the uncircumcised also? For we say, “Faith was reckoned to Abraham as righteousness.” How then was it reckoned?
Circumcision was inaugurated in Genesis 17 but Abraham was saved in Genesis 15. So was Abraham saved before or after circumcision was instituted? Beforehand.

Romans 4:10 How then was it reckoned? While he was circumcised, or uncircumcised? Not while circumcised, but while uncircumcised.
Romans 4:13 For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but through the righteousness of faith.
Abraham was saved before he was circumcised but when Romans was written the Jews counted on circumcision to get them into heaven. They counted on the Law also. The Law came 430 years after the Abrahamic Covenant so was Abraham justified by the Law? No. He was justified by faith.
Romans 4:16-17 For this reason it is by faith, that it might be in accordance with grace (unmerited favor), in order that the promise may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law (the Jews), but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all, (as it is written, “A father of many nations have I made you”) in the sight of Him whom he believed, even God, who gives life to the dead and calls into being that which does not exist.
“God, who brings life from the dead and calls into being that which does not exist,” where were Abraham and Sarah when they conceived? They were dead as far as reproducing. They were dead sexually, unable to reproduce, so God brought life out of death. He waited those 25 years to make His point. Here is the point (watch the faith of Abraham):

Romans 4:18-19 In hope against hope he (Abraham) believed, in order that he might become a father of many nations, according to that which had been spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb;
Abraham didn’t blindly say, “I’m going to make a positive confession; it’s going to happen so I’m not going to say anything negative. I’m just going to believe,” because then you’re believing in your own words. You’re believing in your own trumped up faith. Instead, what Abraham did was look at himself and say, “There’s no way for me to have a child. I’m 100 years old and we haven’t had pleasure for a long time. There’s no way for this 90 year-old woman to have a child; her womb is dead. But God, You said it. I believe it so I’m going to cling to that promise and not let go.” Abraham did not let go. He looked at the situation and evaluated it for what it was. He didn’t have to make a positive confession.
Romans 4:19-24a And without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, (God spent that 25 years building Abraham’s faith) …giving glory to God, and (Abraham) being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform. Therefore also it was reckoned to him as righteousness. Now not for his sake only was it written, that it was reckoned to him, but for our sake also,
For your sake today, you who are reading these notes. This is no accident. 

Romans 4:24b-25 …to whom it will be reckoned, as those who believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, He who was delivered up because of our transgressions, and was raised because of our justification.
Jesus died on that cross for your sins. He was buried and for three days He lay in that tomb. All of a sudden the stone was rolled away and He was risen from the dead. He had risen because God looked at His sacrifice and said, “My holiness is satisfied. It is propitiated. The debt has been paid in full for all of man’s sins, past, present, and future; from Adam and Eve all the way to the coming of My Son to reign as King of kings and Lord of lords. The debt has been paid. “Raise Him from the dead!” He was raised for your justification to show you that you could be declared righteous, that you could become a friend of God. But you can only become a friend of God one way: through faith. 

Some of you say, “Okay, I’ve become a friend of God and I’m so happy—but I’m burdened down because I’m trying to keep the Law, I’m trying to keep this friendship and I’m trying to please Him. I’m remembering, ‘Don’t do this; don’t do that.’ I’m checking my lists because I’m so nervous that God’s going to boot me out.” You don’t understand covenant and you don’t understand what it means to be a friend of God. You need to kick out the bondwoman because she is not going to be heir with the Son.
Genesis 21:8-10 The child (Isaac) grew and was weaned, and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking. Therefore she said to Abraham, “Drive out this maid and her son, for the son of this maid shall not be an heir with my son Isaac.”
Ishmael is 14 years old now. He was 13 when he was circumcised so he’s 14 now when they are celebrating that Isaac has been weaned. Ishmael mocks and carries on. He is mocking Isaac.

Genesis 21:11-14 The matter distressed Abraham greatly because of his son. (Because Abraham loved his son Ishmael.) But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the lad and your maid.; whatever Sarah tells you, listen to her, for through Isaac your descendants shall be named. And of the son of the maid I will make a nation also because he is your descendant.” So Abraham rose early in the morning and took bread and a skin of water and gave them to Hagar, putting them on her shoulder, and gave her the boy, and sent her away. And she departed and wandered about in the wilderness of Beersheba.
God preserved and watched over Hagar and Ishmael. What is the message here? This is what God was doing: He was taking snapshots of Ishmael, and of Sarah saying “Get rid of him,” of Abraham’s distress. God put it all on film and stored it. Then in the book of Galatians, He developed the film to show you the picture. Do you want to be a faithful friend of God? Do you want to be the friend of a faithful God? Do you want to walk in the way you ought to? Then walk always in faith.

In Galatians, Paul writes to people who believe they are saved by faith but they’ve been taught that their faith is sustained and maintained by keeping the Law. People were telling them, “Now you must be circumcised. You’ve been saved by faith but now you’ve got to keep the Law.” Paul says:
Galatians 3:1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified? 

“How did you get saved in the first place? Wasn’t it by faith? How are you going to stay saved? It is by faith. Now let me tell you a story.”
Galatians 4:21-23 Tell me, you who want to be under law, do you not listen to the law? (The “law” is also the Old Testament.) For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. But the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman through the promise.
God made a promise that He fulfilled 25 years later when there was no way that Sarah could ever have a child, humanly speaking. God moves in His power. Just know this: Grace is always power.

Galatians 4:24-27 This is allegorically speaking… (God is developing the film by showing you an allegory—a picture in a story), …for these women are two covenants: one proceeding from Mount Sinai (the Law) bearing children who are to be slaves (because if you don’t keep the whole law in every point then you are guilty of breaking it all); she is Hagar. Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia (where the Ten Commandments were given) and corresponds to the present Jerusalem (the people who have killed Christ and are Jews still under the Law, believing that you get to God and become His friend by keeping the Law), for she is in slavery with her children. (Because Jesus came to His own but His own received Him not.) But the Jerusalem above is free; she is our mother. For it is written, “Rejoice, barren woman who does not bear; break forth and shout, you who are not in labor; for more numerous are the children of the desolate than of the one who has a husband.”
Who’s the one who has a husband? Sarah. There are going to be more children of the others than of the one who has a husband, but “You rejoice because you are bearing a child of promise.”

Galatians 4:28-29 And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. (He is only one son but from that son will come a whole nation.) But as that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born according to the Spirit, (The Jews in the early church persecuted the Christians) so it is now also.
You may be persecuted, maligned, misunderstood. They may try to get you under the Law:

Galatians 4:30-31 But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be an heir with the son of the free woman.” So then, brethren, we are not children of a bondwoman, but of a free woman.
We’re children of Sarah. We’re children of Abraham—his seed, as Galatians 3 says.

Galatians 3:27-29 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.
Heirs according to the Law? No, heirs according to the promise. 
How do you become the friend of God? Do you buy Him? Do you try to work your way, to manipulate your way, into a friendship with God? Do you toe the line, living in fear constantly that if you don’t He’s going to be through with you? No. You become a friend of a faithful God by faith. You’re the children of promise. You’re the children of Sarah, so to speak. You’re the children of Jerusalem above. You’re the child of the new covenant. It’s all by faith, so quit thinking that the only way you can be a friend of God is to toe the line. “What if I didn’t have my quiet time? What if I didn’t do everything?” Does that leave you in license to sin? No. Because that covenant relationship is a love relationship. The love of God causes you to keep His commandments—not the Law of God, but the love of God. It’s the friendship of God. How does it work? Romans tells us that the just shall live by faith. You’re saved by faith, you’re maintained by faith, you’re sustained by faith. It’s always faith, faith, faith. That’s the way you live as a precious friend of a faithful God.

Hebrews 11:6 
For without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek him.
Did Abraham believe God? Yes. He believed even though he looked at the deadness of his own body, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb. He knew that his covenant friend had made a promise and that his covenant friend would stand by it. So Abraham waited for 25 years and it did come to pass. Know that this same covenant-keeping God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. If you want to become the friend of a faithful God you do it one way: by faith.
