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What are you holding onto? What are you clutching to yourself? What are you afraid to let go of? What are you unwilling to release out of your hand? If God is God and you are in covenant with Him, can’t you trust Him to be God? Can’t you hold everything in an open hand and say, “Here it is God. I trust You with it. I hold it lightly. The Lord gives and the Lord takes away, blessed be the name of the Lord. I know that You love me; I know that You desire my highest good. Whatever You want, whatever You want to do, here—I hold it in an open hand.” If you will only learn to trust and obey then at the end of your life you’ll look back and say, “I was a wise person to hold it all in an open hand. I’m satisfied with my life because I’ve walked in trust and obedience to my covenant God.” Today we want to look at what you’re holding in your hand and what you’re afraid to let go of, and why you don’t need to be afraid of it. The emphasis will be on that awesome chapter Genesis 22.
The Rest of Abraham’s Life
Genesis 22: God tested Abraham. Abraham holds Isaac in an open hand, so to speak, as God tests him.

Genesis 23: Sarah dies in this chapter. She was buried in Hebron. The chapter opens with “And Sarah lived 127 years. These were the years of the life of Sarah.” She went home to her God and Abraham buried her in Hebron by the oaks of Mamre in a field in a cave which he purchased. Remember this because it is property that Abraham purchased. It is part of the land of Canaan, part of the land that God promised Abraham.

Genesis 24: Abraham sent for a bride for Isaac. Abraham was old, advanced in age. He came to the point where he saw that it was time for his son to get a bride. He sent for a bride for Isaac.

Genesis 25: Abraham took another wife/Abraham died. 
Abraham took another wife. This is awesome. He married a woman by the name of Keturah and she bore him six sons. Abraham had a new lease on life. 
Kay is part of the board of directors of the National Religious Broadcasters. She’ll never forget when George Beverly Shea got his new wife. He is the wonderful singer for the Billy Graham Crusades and has partnered with Billy right from the beginning. George Beverly Shea celebrated his 80th birthday with his bride who was 50 years old. It was like he had had a total transformation. He was so excited about his new bride. Everyone said that she put new life into him. Abraham, with Keturah, had six sons. Yet God is very careful with these six sons:
Genesis 25:5-6 Now Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac; but to the sons of his concubines (the sons of Keturah and Hagar), Abraham gave gifts while he was still living, and sent them away from his son Isaac eastward to the land of the east. 
Abraham separates those sons from the son of promise. It is this son, Isaac, who gets the blessing and the covenant promise of God. We see again how Abraham becomes the father of many nations. Through the names of his sons you see names of people you’ll see again as you read through the Old Testament. One of his sons was Midian and later on you’ll meet the Midianites as you study the Word of God. Abraham lived to be 175 years old. 
(  Mark Abraham’s age and write it in the margin of your Bible.
Genesis 25:7-8 And these are all the years of Abraham’s life that he lived, one hundred and seventy-five years. And Abraham breathed his last and died in a ripe old age, an old man and satisfied with life;
(  Write down that Abraham died “satisfied with life.”
It’s so important for us to see this. At the end of his days, Abraham looked back and was satisfied with the life that he had lived. He had lived to a ripe old age and he had no regrets. 

A lot of the mail Precept Ministries gets is from parents living with deep regret because they didn’t live their lives differently. The married and divorced and their children had several fathers or mothers—more than one. Many live with deep regrets because they gave their kids too much. The kids had everything come very easily so they didn’t know how to work, how to wait for things. They saw it impact their children’s lives and that all their children focused on only material things. They didn’t know how to work or pray or wait on God. 
Thus these parents enter old age with deep and bitter regrets. Kay believes it’s because they didn’t walk in obedience to God. It’s one thing to live right now in the prime of your life. It’s one thing now to live in the exuberance of youth and to contemplate the future—getting married, having a career, achieving things—but it lasts for just a season. After that season is over then you reap the harvest of what you have sown. Believe it—the harvest comes in. There’s nothing worse than living with regrets, if-onlys, what-ifs. “What if I had obeyed God? What if I hadn’t followed the impulses of my heart? What if I had stayed on that straight and narrow path? What if I had held everything in an open hand and said to God, ‘You be God in my life and I will trust you and walk in Your way.’” 
Wherever you are at this point in your life, if you will live that way, if you will learn those lessons now, if you will stop and say, “Okay God, from this time forward I’m going to be Your woman and live the way You want me to live. I’m going to walk in obedience to this Word no matter what,” then you will die like Abraham: Satisfied with your life. 
(  Next to Genesis 25:7-8, the end of Abraham’s life, write “Genesis 15:15.” This is the beginning of Abraham’s life.
Genesis 15 is not actually the beginning of Abraham’s life, though, because he was at least 76 years old. God had appeared to him when he was 75 so he had to be older than that, so how can that be the beginning of his life? That was the day when Abraham believed God and God counted it to him as righteousness. This was like the day of your new birth when you received Jesus Christ. It’s the day you become God’s and God becomes yours. On that day in Genesis 15:15, God said to Abraham:

Genesis 15:15 “And as for you, you shall go to your fathers in peace (not in torment or regret); you shall be buried at a good old age.”
Think of what would have happened if Abraham had believed this every time he went somewhere and somebody saw Sarah and wanted to take her for a wife. Abraham would have had an absolutely clean slate. But still at the end of his life he was satisfied.

This is Kay’s heart’s desire for us as well as for her children and herself because she sees so many people, she holds so many people in her arms, she weeps and prays with so many people, who are hurting so desperately because they didn’t walk in the way that God said to walk. They got too busy and entangled in the affairs of this life and forgot that they were called to be soldiers.

2 Timothy 2:4 No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier.
The One who called him to himself to be in God’s army, to be on God’s team, to march under God’s banner and to win for the kingdom of heaven.
Genesis 22
Abraham is being tested by God. Tests are going to come. You can be sure of this. Trials of your faith are going to come. They are given to you not only to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ but also to suffer for His name’s sake. It says this in Philippians 1. 

Genesis 22:1-2a Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” And He said, “Take now your son, your only son,
Who else had been born to Abraham? Who else had come forth from Abraham’s loins? Ishmael. But in God’s mind, in God’s heart, in God’s economy, Isaac is Abraham’s only son because he is the son that Abraham had by Sarah. This is the son of promise. Remember the other son and his mother had to be cast out because Isaac and Ishmael could not abide with one another. One could not be the heir with the other.

Genesis 22:2 And He said, “Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah; and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of those mountains of which I will tell you.”
Mount Moriah is part of a mountain range in Jerusalem. It is where Solomon’s temple was built and where Herod rebuilt the temple. It’s where Jesus would go day in and day out. It’s the temple you see at the front of the International Inductive Study Bible. There are the steps where Jesus would go up to the Temple Mount. This is Mount Moriah. God asked Abraham to go to the mountain range in the land of Moriah and sacrifice Isaac on one of the mountains that He would tell him.

Genesis 22:3-6 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance. And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship and return to you.” (I will return? No, we will return.) And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 
What is this picture God is painting for us? He sent Abraham to a land—the land of Moriah—to a mountain where Abraham was going to offer his son as a burnt offering. With this God is painting a picture for the Old Testament patriarchs and saints of something that was yet to come. For the first time in the Word of God, He uses the word “love”. He has written 21 chapters so far. You have met God: The God who has created, the God who has watched over, the God who has judged, the God who has been grieved in His heart because of the sons of men. Now for the very first time the word “love” is used in the Bible. It is used in connection with a father offering his only son on a mount in a land that He is going to show him. This is a picture of God and His Son. When God took His Son—His only Son—and offered Him as a sacrifice for us. So the first time you see the word “love” in the Bible it’s connected with a father offering his son. What is the Scripture that goes with this?
John 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”
The first time you see “love” in the Bible, it is in connection with sacrifice. It is the sacrifice of an only son. This is the picture that God sets before us.

Abraham took wood along for a sacrifice, a burnt offering, according to Leviticus. A burnt offering was mentioned when Noah got off the ark. He made an altar and offered a burnt offering. A burnt offering is a voluntary sacrifice. It’s an offering where there is a choice. It is not obligatory but voluntary and made in love. It is made out of worship. Now God says, “Take your son, your only son, and offer him as a sacrifice on a mountain which I will show you.” So Abraham went to this place taking the wood he would need by laying it on his son. 
What do you see as God’s only Son goes to make a sacrifice in the land of Moriah right outside the temple where Calvary is? (Calvary is not far away but along a street, easy and plain to see. “On a Hill Far Away” is a song man came up with which has distorted our theology.) God took his Son, laid the wood on Him when He was condemned, then He carried His cross until He staggered under the load because He was too weak, then someone else came along and was asked to carry the cross. 
What is this for Abraham? It is a test because this was his only begotten son.
Genesis 22:5a And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go yonder; and we will worship.
What does it mean to worship? It is not simply singing songs. Singing is a way of worship but service is also worship:

Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
It is worship to serve the Lord. It is worship to sacrifice yourself to the Lord. It is worship to give up your life. It is worship because worship means to look at someone’s worth, someone’s value, and behave accordingly. God is God. He is in covenant with Abraham. God told Abraham, “This is what I want you to do.” Will Abraham obey or will he say ‘No’? “No, God. I waited twenty-five years for this son and I am not going to give him up now. Do you know how long I persevered? What I went through? Do you know that I believed you—and now you’re telling me to give up my son? No, God! I am not going to do it.” That is not worshiping God. To worship God is to say, “God, whatever You say. I don’t understand but I know You’re God and that You are a covenant-keeping God. I know that You promised me (Abraham) that through Isaac my seed will be called. I know God that if You take him in a sacrifice, because You’re God and because the promises of God are ‘yea’ and ‘amen’, You’re going to have to raise him from the dead. You’re going to have to give him back to me, God, because Your promises stand. You are not a God who can lie. You are not a God who says one thing and does another. God I believe You. And because I believe You I will do exactly what You say. We will go, Isaac and I, to worship You, to honor You as God, to live according to Your word, to obey You—not just to mouth our faith, but to live our faith, to act it out. We’ll worship You by obeying You and believing You.”

Genesis 22:5b …and we will worship and return to you.”
(  Next to this write Hebrews 11:17-19.
What is faith?

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.
Faith says, “Okay, God, this is what You’ve said and if You’ve said it, I’m assured that it will come to pass. God, I haven’t seen it yet but I’m going to live as if I’ve seen it. I’m going to act as if it is done.” It is the assurance of things hoped for. It is the concrete evidence of things that you are anticipating God has promised and will surely come to pass. Faith is taking God at His word. God speaks; you either believe or you don’t. God says, “Do” and you either do or you don’t do. Faith and obedience are synonymous. God has already stated that. Hebrews 3 talks about not hardening their hearts but believing God. 
Hebrews 3:12-18 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God. But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin. For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance firm until the end, while it is said, “Today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts, as when they provoked Me.” For who provoked Him when they had heard? Indeed, did not all those who came out of Egypt led by Moses? And with whom was He angry for forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies fell in the wilderness? And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? 

In other words, they missed what God had for them because they didn’t obey God. Sin and disobedience are synonymous.

Hebrews 3:19 So we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.
So unbelief and disobedience are synonymous. Disobedience is sin therefore unbelief is sin. When God speaks but they don’t act, that’s unbelief, which is disobedience, which is sin. If they had believed God and entered into His rest they’d have been walking the way God said to walk because:

Hebrews 11:1-2 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. For by it the men of old gained approval.
This is so important. There is such controversy in our country today on evolution versus Creation. There is such controversy among Christians who have all sorts of theories about how God did it instead of simply listening to the Word of God and believing what God said.

Hebrews 11:3-5 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God (they came into existence simply because God spoke), so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks. By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; and he was not found because God took him up; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God.
Enoch walked in a way of faith, of obedience. The next verse is important to see in its context:

Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Those who come to God must believe that He is God. He is God; He’s not a man. He cannot lie. If God speaks it will come to pass. God is all-powerful. This is the God who brought the whole world into existence simply by the power of His words. Thus, when Abraham takes Isaac his only son to offer him as a sacrifice, he says, “We will worship God. This is what God says so we will do it. We will trust Him. But we will return here. Why? Because God promised me that from my only son will come descendants as numberless as the stars of the sky and as the sand of the sea. I will have a seed and it will come through Isaac because when I said to God, ‘Oh, that Ishmael might live,’ God said to me, ‘No. Through Isaac shall your seed be called.’ We will return because God said it. I will worship Him. I will believe Him. I will honor Him. And we will return because if I offer him up as a sacrifice God will have to raise him from the dead. I don’t question what God is saying because I know His voice. I’ve walked with Him all these years and I know when He is speaking to me. I know that He has spoken; it’s hard and it hurts.” The Bible doesn’t tell us a thing about how Abraham feels but think of how he must feel when Isaac looks at him and says, “Father, here’s the wood and here’s the fire but where is the sacrifice?” And Abraham must tell him, “Son, you’re the sacrifice. God will provide Himself as a sacrifice or God Himself with provide the sacrifice. But this I know: We shall return because God is God. He is a covenant-keeping God and He is the one who passed through the pieces when He promised me a seed and I believe Him.”
Faith is the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen. “Yes I will sacrifice him but, yes, I know you will raise him. I believe You.” And God is pleased because without faith it is impossible to please God. Those who come to God must believe that He is. That’s why Kay’s mind is boggled at all the debate even among Christians about how the earth got here. God tells us how the earth got here. God tells us that He did it in six days. You say, “But science…” Yes, but science. But it’s not really true science because no one was there. They don’t know and science is always changing. It’s theory, but it doesn’t matter what the theories say; it only matters that this is what God says and this is my God, I will believe Him. I will take Him at His word. When you take Him at His word from the very first words of the Bible, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth,” then nothing is too hard for Him. You will walk in His way and listen to Him.
Hebrews 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
When Abraham died satisfied with his life and went to his fathers at a good old age after living a fulfilling life, he had a lot to say about it. If he had disobeyed, not believed, not passed the test he would have regretted it for the rest of his life. But he believed God. We need to have his faith.
Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.

How does righteousness come? It only comes one way—from faith to faith to faith. It is never by works. When you have a faith it shows by your works. 

Hebrews 11:8-9 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise; 
Abraham was given Canaan by God. He didn’t have to buy that cave in Hebron to bury Sarah but he did because he was still an alien. The land had been given to him and his descendants for an everlasting possession. Abraham was going to die at a good old age but his seed would inherit the land.

Hebrews 11:10 For he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
Abraham had his eyes on heaven. He looked not at things which are seen because they are temporal but at things which are not seen because they are eternal. It was all right to be an alien living in a tent, moving from all different places: to Beersheba, down into the Negev and back up to Gerar because he was seeking a city whose foundations were sure, whose architect and builder was God.

Hebrews 11:11-16 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised. (She received a child by faith. She conceived by faith.) Therefore there was born even of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many descendants as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore. All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. For those who say such things make it clear that they are seeking a country of their own. And indeed if they had been thinking of that country from which they went out (Egypt), they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; for He has prepared a city for them. 
Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, ((  Mark “tested”) offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son;
Watch how God takes a term He uses for His Son: “His only begotten Son” in John:

John 1:14 And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace and truth.
God uses “only begotten son” for God’s Son, Lord Jesus Christ, and for Abraham’s son, Isaac. 

Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac; and he who had received the promises was offering up his only begotten son;
What were the promises? For a seed and for land. He had already received the promises.

Hebrews 11:18-19a It was he to whom it was said, “In Isaac your descendants shall be called.” He considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.
This is an important verse. He knew that when he worshiped and returned, that whatever happened on that mount, if Isaac was actually put to death, God would have to raise Isaac from the dead. They hadn’t seen that happen yet but he knew the promises of God and what God had said. 

Hebrews 11:19 He considered that God is able to raise people even from the dead, from which he also received him back as a type.
A type of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Ponder this: God told Abraham to offer his son.

Genesis 22:3-4 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance. 

Stop and think: Third day. Jesus Christ was raised from the dead the third day. In the mind of Abraham when was Isaac put to death? The very first day that God spoke to him because there’s no record of any debate or argument of Abraham. 

Genesis 22:2-3 He said, “Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning…
There was no debate—he would do it. It’s on the day he offers him that Isaac isn’t put to death.

Genesis 22:6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together.
(  Next to this write Luke 12:49-50
Luke 12:49-50 “I (Jesus) have come to cast fire upon the earth; and how I wish it were already kindled! But I have a baptism to undergo, and how distressed I am until it is accomplished!” 

What baptism He must accomplish? It is His death. It is an identification with the judgment of God upon sin. It’s called a baptism by fire in Matthew 3 where John the Baptist refers to two baptisms:

Matthew 3:11 “As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”
God will baptize all men one way or another: They will either be baptized with the Holy Spirit or with fire. It is the judgment of God.

Matthew 3:12 “His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”
When God sent His Son to the cross to be a sacrifice, He suffered the baptism of fire. He suffered the judgment of God. Here we find a picture of all this with Abraham.

Genesis 22:7-8 And Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said,”My father!” And he said, “Here I am, my son.” And he said, “Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?” And Abraham said, “God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together.

Some translate it “God will provide Himself.” God will provide Himself, God the Son, for a burnt offering. It’s a picture, a type, here. Hebrews has told us this. It’s either that God Himself is going to provide the offering (and He does) or that God is going to provide Himself as an offering. There are two different ways that it is translated.

Genesis 22:9-10 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there (Never when he built all those other altars did he think he was going to put his son on an altar.) …and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 
Have you ever seen the movie “The Bible”? It closes almost with this scene as Abraham takes up Isaac bound on the altar. Isaac looks at him and says, “Is there not anything that God cannot ask of us, father?” Abraham looks at him and says, “No, my son. There’s not anything.” Then you see Abraham raise the knife and you hear the voice of God from heaven to stop the knife in mid-air. The test has been passed. He has believed God, obeyed and trusted God.

Genesis 22:10-12 Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”
“I know that you fear Me because that son whom you love, whom you adore, and in whom are all the promises, you held in an open hand towards Me.” 

Is there anything you clutch in your hand that you are unwilling to give God? A man, a woman, a hope, a dream, an ambition, a possession? How foolish. It’s foolish because of what God has given for you, which guarantees that He will provide everything and anything that you will ever need. All we need is provided in one place: Calvary. 

Romans 8:31-32 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things?
Why would you hold anything in a clutched hand? Why not hold it in an open hand because God with Him will freely give us all things?

Genesis 22:13-14 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son. Abraham called the name of that place The LORD Will Provide (Jehovah—Yahweh—Jireh), as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the LORD it will be provided.”
It will be seen, in the mount of the Lord where God, out of love, made a sacrifice of His only Son to give you the ultimate gift. God, if He did that, will provide everything you ever need. Every time you have a need, go back to the remembrance of that New Covenant cut for you in the body and blood of the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. The veil was rent that you might have access to God the Father, who provides everything and anything that you will ever need. 
Philippians 4:19 My God will supply all your needs according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
You say, “But I’m not sure I can trust Him.” You can’t trust Him though He loved you when you were a sinner, an enemy, helpless, ungodly? Of course you can trust Him. To not believe that is foolish. In the mount of the Lord it is provided. All that we need is provided in one place, in one act of obedience, in sacrifice when the Son of God said to the Father, “If it’s possible, take this cup from me, nevertheless not My will but Thine be done.” In one act of obedience and worship, He went to Calvary and hung there as the Lamb of God to take away the sins of the world and to provide you with everything that you will ever need so that you might enter into covenant with Him and become one with Him, heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ. It’s all there. Why would you hold your hand clenched? Why would you not trust or obey? What more can He do than what He has done? What more can He say in the Bible? It’s all there. Why would we not trust, obey or show Him reverence?

Genesis 22:12b I know you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me.”
Your fear, your reverence of God, is seen in the way you live. At this point when God tested Abraham, God saw that he feared Him, revered Him, respected Him, trusted Him because Abraham did what God said. Calvary was an altar. When Abraham built an altar he was worshiping God, doing what God said. Calvary was an altar where the Son worshiped the Father by saying, “Not My will but Thine be done.” Jesus could have hung onto His own life, but He said that He was a corn of wheat:

John 12:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”
Jesus was willing to die that we might have life.

Genesis 22:15-17a Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By Myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, because you have done this thing and have not withheld your son, your only son, indeed I will greatly bless you,
Did He? When Abraham died was he satisfied with life? Yes.

Genesis 22:17-18 “Indeed I will greatly bless you, and I will greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the heavens, and as the sand which is on the seashore; and your seed shall possess the gate of their enemies. And in your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My voice.”
God put Abraham to the test. Abraham believed and obeyed God. He showed it by worshiping God, doing exactly what God said. He feared and revered God. He knew that the promises of God were “yea” and “amen” and if God had to, He would raise Isaac from the dead because God had promised, “In your seed shall all the nations of the earth shall be blessed.” 

Obedience is the fruit of faith’s tree. You know a tree by its fruit (Matthew 7). The fruit of the tree of faith is obedience. You say, “I love you, God, and I believe You.” What is the fruit your life of faith will produce? It’s obedience, not anything else. When you come to the end of your days, if you want to be satisfied with life and die satisfied, gathered to your people, then you’re going to live a life of obedience to God, not anything else. 
