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Is life a struggle? Is it really, really difficult? Have you been thrown to the mat more than once? Have you heard the hand coming down counting and you’ve gotten up just in time before you lost that wrestling match? Have you come away from all those struggles with a limp because you’ve been wrestled to the ground? God wrestles with men to bring them to the end of themselves until they are broken and can’t do anything more except simply to cling to Him. If you are struggling with God, struggling with life and you’ve hung on, well done. You just keep hanging on because God has a blessing for those who hang on, who struggle and don’t let go, who don’t just give up, flop over on the mat and say, “Okay, you’ve got me. It’s over.” God has a blessing for those who believe Him and hold on with all that tenacity. 
Jacob is the focus of the lesson today. You’ve done a lot of study on Edom which you’ll appreciate at the end but the focus will be on Jacob. Why? Because God is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Jacob struggled from the womb. He was a man who ended up limping for the rest of his life but he was used by God. His name does not disappear but stays throughout all the Scriptures because God is the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And God wants to be your God to bring you, in that struggle, to the fullness and blessing that He alone can give.
An overview of Jacob’s life: From the very beginning there was a struggle in Jacob’s life and it began in the womb. Rebekah has finally conceived and was pregnant:

Genesis 25:22-23 But the children struggled together within her; and she said, “If it is so, why then am I this way?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. And the LORD said to her, “Two nations are in your womb; and two peoples shall be separated from your body; and one people shall be stronger than the other;”
Who were these two people? One would be named “Jacob” which means “supplanter”. The other would be named “Esau.” From Jacob would come the nation of Israel. From Esau would come Edom. The Israelites and the Edomites. As there was a struggle between Jacob and Esau even in the womb, there has been a struggle over the years between Israel and Edom. Yet in all this struggle, one nation will be greater and stronger than the other: Israel. The struggle begins in the womb but goes on into manhood. When the boys grew up they got in a contest because Jacob, who was the second-born by coming out after Esau, did not have the birthright that Esau had by coming out first. Jacob came out hanging onto Esau’s heel, supplanting him, wanting what Esau had which was the birthright. At the end of chapter 25 we see this struggle of Jacob going after the birthright. Esau despised his birthright. In Genesis 27 there is a struggle for the blessing.
Genesis 27:1-2 Now it came about, when Isaac (the father of Jacob and Esau) was old and his eyes were too dim to see, that he called his older son Esau and said to him, “My son.” And he said to him, “Here I am.” Isaac said, “Behold now, I am old and I do not know the day of my death.”
So Isaac says to Esau, “Go out and get me some game and bring it back and I will give you a blessing. Rebekah hears this then causes another struggle because she doesn’t want Esau to have the blessing but Jacob. Rebekah knows that the older is going to serve the younger. She’s going to do everything she can to help God along. So Isaac is deceived. There is a struggle here: Esau loses the blessing and goes away very angry wanting to kill Jacob. Thus there is a struggle between the brothers—first over the birthright, then the blessing, and now animosity between the two brothers.

From Genesis 28-30 Rebekah and Isaac sent Jacob up near Padan-Haran where Laban, Rebekah’s brother, lived. There Jacob had a struggle with Laban that lasted for twenty years. Jacob met his match in Laban, a fellow deceiver. There was a struggle between the two when Jacob fell in love with and wanted to marry Rachel. Instead Laban deceived him and put Leah in the tent. For 14 years Jacob labored for those two wives and in that there was another struggle in Jacob’s life: Leah conceived but Rachel wasn’t able to so there was struggle between these two wives. They were in a contest and even threw their two concubines into it. Poor Jacob when he came in from the field every night never knowing which tent he was going to lay his head in. He was bought and sold for little berries, for aphrodisiacs, etc. 

In the process Jacob produces twelve sons who are key throughout the rest of the Word of God. These are the twelve sons of Israel—of Jacob—for whom the promises of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob have been made. And all the way through Scripture you want to keep your eyes on these twelve sons, on this nation born from Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (whose name is later changed to Israel) with the twelve tribes of Israel. You see the struggle there, the conquest of the concubines. Then in chapter 31 there is the struggle with Laban’s sons.
Genesis 31:1-2 Now Jacob heard the words of Laban’s sons, saying, “Jacob has taken away all that was our father’s, and from what belonged to our father he has made all this wealth.” Jacob saw the attitude of Laban, and behold, it was not friendly toward him as formerly.
So here is a struggle even with the sons of Laban. Then God intervenes and speaks to him:

Genesis 31:3 Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Return to the land of your fathers and to your relatives, and I will be with you.” 

Jacob has been up north in Paddan-aram. Now he is to come back into the land. What brother is living there? Esau who swore to kill him. So the struggle continues. It goes on and on. 

Is the struggle going on and on in your life? Does it seem like you just get up then all of a sudden you’re thrown back down to the mat again? Does it seem like you are in a struggle and in a contest that may be of your own stupidity or of your own making? You think, “When will I ever learn? When will I ever change?” Yet in all of this you see a constant contact with God. He steps into Jacob’s life over and over again. When you look at the story of Jacob you see that when he’s in God’s presence he’s okay. But the minute that something happens, some calamity, then Jacob starts to get shaky, even though God appears to him, makes promises to him, tells him, “I’m going to bring you back to this land,” although God is instructing him and meeting him along the way. God is honoring this hunger Jacob has for God despite his personality because God does give him the birthright, He does give him the blessing, He does protect him when he leaves. You find God in the shadows but every now and then stepping out of the shadows and into Jacob’s life. God is there. God has appeared; an angel has shown up. Something has happened. There’s an ease in Jacob as a result—but then he remembers his struggles and he gets shaky again. That’s like many of us.
Many times Kay reads the Word of God in the morning in her chair during her quiet time in her little sanctuary in the corner of the parlor that used to be a carport. She goes in, turns on the light, puts her cup of coffee down, and opens her Bible. That’s Kay. And that’s God. She sits there reading the Word of God and thinks, “What are you worrying and fretting about? What are you concerned about? It doesn’t matter.” This is all there really is: the Word of God. Then she gets up because the phone rings, or someone says something, or a problem occurs and all of a sudden she finds herself in a struggle. When that happens you need to stop and remember what you heard in the chair. Remember what you prayed when you got on your knees by the footstool and prayed. You need to remember that the struggle will someday be over and all that will matter is that you did not let go of Him—that you clung to Him, that you wrapped your arms around Him and said, “It doesn’t matter if I limp, or get cancer…” Kay has gotten several letters from dear friends who got cancer. She has a dear friend who just died, but it doesn’t matter because he’s with the Lord. 
It’s a struggle down here. It’s a struggle to be alone. It’s a struggle to lose a life mate, a mother, a father. It’s a struggle to be separated, to have your kids sent overseas, for you to stay here, to not see your grandchildren. Whatever God brings about in your life, it’s a struggle. But someday the struggle will be over. We need to sit in the presence of God. When you get up and walk out of that sanctuary you need to remember what happened in that chair and on your knees and when you leaned back and prayed. You need to remember that nothing really matters except God and what God has for you. It doesn’t matter if you limp or what happens to this physical body as long as if spiritually you have clung to God.
In Genesis 32 Jacob was on his way back home from Padam-Haran traveling on the eastern side of the Jordan River. West of the Jordan is the land God promised as an everlasting possession to Abraham, Isaac, and eventually to Jacob. This is the land that God said, “I am going to give you.” So as he began his journey back:

Genesis 32:1 Now as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met him.
Isn’t that precious? God has told him in Genesis 31 that he is to go back. When he prepares the angels of God meet him. We get a glimpse of what God shows Jacob. 

Genesis 32:2 And Jacob said when he saw them, “This is God’s camp.” So he named that place Mahanaim.
“Mahanaim” means “two camps”. There are two camps: the one down on earth and the heavenly camp where you camp out with God. Jacob has this assurance. God puts these angels in front of him. Jacob says, “Here’s my camp of men coming. Here’s my camp of my family and my possessions and my wealth, but also there’s God’s camp.” Jacob makes his way back with these angels and this revelation from God of these two camps, of these two companies, yet he’s afraid because Esau’s in the land.
Genesis 32:3-5 Then Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of Edom. And he also commanded them saying, “Thus shall you say to my lord Esau, ‘Thus says your servant Jacob, “I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed until now; I have oxen and donkeys and flocks and male and female servants; and I have sent to tell my lord, that I might find favor in your sight.”’” 

“I’m panicked. I’ve got a plan now. I know what I’m going to do to appease Esau.” God has promised him and he knows that promise of God, yet he’s shaky. He’s got to have his own plan.

Genesis 32:7-8 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and the herds and the camels, into two companies; for he said, “If Esau comes to the one company and attacks it, then the company which is left will escape.”
Jacob meets with angels and gets assurance that God is with him, then he struggles with this human fear, getting a plan of attack… Then finally he struggles in prayer.

Genesis 32:9 And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O LORD, who didst say to me, “Return to your country and to your relatives, and I will prosper you,’”
“God, You told me to do this; you told me to come. I’m afraid. I’m distressed. You promised to prosper me.” Then he says:

Genesis 32:10-12 “I am unworthy of all the lovingkindness and of all the faithfulness which Thou hast shown to Thy servant; for with my staff only I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two companies. “Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, lest he come and attack me, and the mothers with the children. For Thou didst say, ‘I will surely prosper you, and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude.’”
Applaud him. He’s struggling. He’s very human. He sees what’s coming and knows the threats. He’s looking at man but at least the guy has enough sense to go to the Lord in prayer. Applaud him because when he does he reminds the Lord of His promises made to him. When you’re in a struggle and just about to faint or give up, so afraid that you’re knocking and shaking, remember His promises. Go to Him. You say, “But my faith is weak.” Go to Him—and build your faith. Say it out loud. This is what Jacob did—he prayed out loud. This is what he said: “I am afraid. I am unworthy. This is what you promised. You deliver me. This is what you said, God.”
Kay remembers times when she was afraid, when she had a struggle. It’s in her book Our Covenant God, Learning to Trust Him. She remembers after she became a Christian (and you know that she had an immoral background) she moved to Chattanooga, Tennessee and went to Tennessee Temple. One day in chapel they were talking about a pastor who had had an illicit affair. They told about it for the whole chapel. Kay remembers running out of that chapel and running into the Phillips Chapel, going up those rickety stairs to this small prayer room, trying to get that door open that was just like lead. She tried to bolt that door. She opened her Bible and stretched out on her face flat on her stomach in that room, opening that Bible to 1 John 5:14-15 crying, “God, do you see this verse? It says, ‘If we ask anything according to your will and we know that you hear it, we know that we have the petitions we have desired of you,’ God, I know I am capable of the same thing. I know the weakness of my flesh; I know my past; I know my loneliness—I know that. God do you see this verse?” (As if He didn’t see it—she was a new Christian() “God do you see this verse? God, promise me right now while I’m sane, sober, not attracted to any man that you will kill me before you ever let me do what that pastor did. Take my life before you ever let me disgrace you in this way.” It was a struggle but Kay was reminding God of His promises. For all of Jacob’s weaknesses, deception, and conniving ways, underneath all of that personality and character there was a hunger for God and a knowledge that God was there to take care of him and help him. You see him struggling in prayer. What do you do? You see him trying to appease his brother. He’s going to cover all the bases.
Genesis 32:19-20 “After this manner you shall speak to Esau when you find him; and you shall say, ‘Behold, your servant Jacob also is behind us.’” For he said, “I will appease him with the present that goes before me. Then afterward I will see his face; perhaps he will accept me.”
Jacob has just told God, “God, You’ve got to deliver me; You’ve got to take care of me.” But here he is still struggling, still walking in that flesh thinking that he has to manipulate this. He has planned, prayed, planned some more; he has done all he could. He sends everybody across so he’s alone with God. Now is the hour.

Genesis 32:23-25a He took them and sent them across the stream. And he sent across whatever he had. Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. And when he saw that he had not prevailed against him, 
“When the man saw that he had not prevailed against Jacob…” Remember it is dark out. Jacob couldn’t see a face. He didn’t know whom he was wrestling with. He’s just wrestling with this man. Jacob is not going to stop or let go. He is not going to lose. He wrestles and wrestles. The man with him sees that he’s not prevailing either so he just dislocates Jacob’s hip right in the socket. When you wrestle you need both of those hip joints going. It’s not like wrestling on television, that fake stuff. In real wrestling matches that leverage you get on that mat with that hip and the way that you maneuver… Now Jacob has been brought low.
Genesis 32:25-26 When he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated  (Do you know how painful dislocation is? It’s just awful.) …while he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
“God, I’ve struggled and struggled to come this far and I’m not going to give up.” Some of you have struggled with who you are and with besetting sins. Some of you have struggled with the lust of your flesh. Kay has struggled with a personality that simply opens its mouth and takes a great big shoe with a foot in it and puts it in her mouth. She struggles with that. She thinks that sometimes she just wants to beat herself silly. But God has chosen the base things, the foolish things, the things that are despised, are nothing—the Jacobs—that no flesh can glory in His presence.

Genesis 32:26b-27 But he said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.”
“And I’ve been hanging on since I came out of the womb. I’ve been trying to supplant since I came out of the womb. My name is Jacob.”
Genesis 32:28 And he said, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men and have prevailed.”
Here it is. It’s the moment that Jacob is brought low, down to the mat, losing the wrestling match, and yet hanging on for dear life saying, “I will not let you go until you bless me.” He can’t wrestle anymore but he can hang on. He says, “You have wrestled with God.” Jacob didn’t know it. “And you have wrestled with man.” Jacob knew that. “And you have prevailed. You haven’t quit.” 
It’s not how you start the race but how you finish it. It’s not the grand blast of the trumpet or gun and off you go in a blaze of glory but it’s that you get over the finish line no matter what. 

Kay remembers the story of one who tried and struggled and fell down. The whole race was over but he got up even though the winner was declared and kept running. He finished his race and crossed the line the very last, a long time after everyone else. Yet he was the hero of the moment because he finished. We’ve got to finish.

Genesis 32:29-30 Then Jacob asked him and said, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And he blessed him there. So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been preserved.”
That’s what you need to do. You need to cling, to hang on. Don’t let go. You say, “Great. He’s limping but he has seen God so everything’s going to be easy now.” No, but there’s a change. 

In Genesis 28:13-15 God meets with Jacob. Remember that ladder up to heaven with the angels? The Lord stands at the top of that ladder. You see God there, not blessing Jacob so-to-speak, but telling him that in him and his descendants all the nations of the earth will be blessed and He promises him that He will bring them back into this land. At this spot there is a dream, a promise, and a pillar. The dream is the ladder, the promise is from God that He will bring him back to this land and all the nations are going to be blessed, so Jacob erects a pillar at this place.

Genesis 28:18-22 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and took the stone that he had put under his head and set it up as a pillar, and poured oil on its top. And there he called the name of that place Bethel; however, previously the name of the city had been Luz. Then Jacob made a vow (So there is a dream, a promise, a pillar, and a vow.) saying, “If God will be with me and will keep me on this journey that I take, and will give me food to eat and garments to wear, and I return to my father’s house in safety, then the LORD will be my God. And this stone, which I have set up as a pillar, will be God’s house; and of all that Thou dost give me I will surely give a tenth to Thee.”
In Genesis 31:11-13 Jacob has another encounter with God. He tells this to his wives. He  had a dream, God reminds him that He is the God of Bethel at the top of the ladder 

Genesis 31:13 “I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to Me; now arise, leave this land, and return to the land of your birth.”

This is another dream, a reminder of the pillar and a command from God to leave the land.

In Genesis 32:1 Jacob has an encounter with angels. 

Genesis 32:1 Now as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met him.
At the end of the chapter in verses 24-29 Jacob wrestles with a man. He encounters God and sees him face to face. In Genesis 33 Jacob is going to have an encounter with his brother. When he meets Esau, remember that Jacob’s name has been changed and he’s limping. He has seen God face to face. There is no mention of fear in chapter 33 at all. There is no sign of trembling. Now it does say that Jacob offered presents to Esau who declined them. Jacob insists so Esau takes them. Esau has 400 men with him so he says, “Let me give you part of my men to go with you.” Jacob says, “No. We don’t need them. We’re moving slowly and I don’t want to lose my young flocks that have just been born. You just go on.”
Genesis 33:16-18 So Esau returned that day on his way to Seir. Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and built for himself a house and made booths for his livestock; therefore the place is named Succoth. Now Jacob came safely to the city of Shechem, which is in the land of Canaan, when he came from Paddan-aram, and camped before the city.
South of the Sea of Galilee, forking off the Jordan River is the Yarmuk River. Farther south off the Jordan is the Jabbok River. Succoth is east of the Jordan near where the Jordan and Jabbok meet. Who does the land of Canaan belong to? Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, because God has given it to them. Shechem is west of the Jordan and near there is Mount Ebal with Mount Gerazim south of it. It’s at these two mountains where eventually much later Joshua comes over from Jericho, which is east of the Jordan. This is where Israel camped and Joshua gave the blessings and the cursings. It’s near here where Jacob stops in Shechem. Remember that he has wrestled with God and man and has prevailed. He’s limping. He’s broken, but it’s all right because he has seen God face to face and has a new name. He’s no longer “supplanter” but “Israel”, “the face of God.”
Genesis 33:19-20 He bought the piece of land where he had pitched his tent from the hand of the sons of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for one hundred pieces of money. Then he erected there an altar and called it El-Elohe-Israel.
It’s Jacob’s first altar. It’s the first time in his life that he has built an altar. He is on the west side of the Jordan. He has met his brother Esau face to face and he has survived. He builds an altar and calls it “El-Elohe-Israel” meaning “God, the God of Israel.” He struggled and struggled. He has wrestled. God has blessed him and God has changed his name. Now Jacob has an altar in his life. Is this where he’s to stop? Where is God going to bring him back to? Bethel.

Shiloh is near Mount Gerazim. This is where the tabernacle stayed for several hundred years. Jerusalem didn’t exist in Jacob’s time but will be south of Shiloh. Between the two is Bethel. So going south there is Shechem, Shiloh and Bethel.

In Genesis 34, remember that Jacob has twelve sons and a daughter, Dinah, who was raped by a Shechemite. In the study on the life of Joseph you will see what happens to the future of these brothers after they go in and kill the men of this city. The judgment of God does not always happen immediately. Sometimes it’s delayed, but know that God has to judge. Since our focus is on Jacob we’ll skip over that to go to Genesis 35. Here Jacob comes to the place of his vow and the struggle is over. So many times we wonder: Will there ever be a time when the struggle is over? It’s over when we find ourselves in the place of total obedience and submission to God.

Genesis 35:1a Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel, and live there; and make an altar there to God,
“You made the altar at Shechem but I don’t want you to stay. Go back to Bethel.” Why?
Genesis 35:1b-2 ...who appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau.” So Jacob said to his household and to all who were with him, “Put away the foreign gods…
“We’re returning to Bethel.” Bethel is the “house of God.” It doesn’t tolerate any other gods.

Genesis 35:2b “Put away the foreign gods which are among you, and purify yourselves and change your garments;
Ezekiel 36 is looking forward to the future. It’s part of the promise of the New Covenant for the nation of Israel when God takes Israel through the fire and refines them.

Ezekiel 36:19-20 “Also I scattered them (Israel) among the nations, and they were dispersed throughout the lands. According to their ways and their deeds I judged them. When they came to the nations where they went, they profaned My holy name, because it was said of them, ‘These are the people of the LORD; yet they have come out of His land.’”
The very fact Israel lived out of their land scattered all around the world profaned the name of God. Why? Because God gave them their land yet it was occupied for so long by so many others. 

Ezekiel 36:23-28 “I will vindicate the holiness of My great name which has been profaned among the nations, which you have profaned in their midst. Then the nations will know that I am the LORD,” declares the Lord God, “when I prove Myself holy among you in their sight. For I will take you from the nations, gather you from all the lands and bring you into your own land. Then I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will cleanse you from all your filthiness and from all your idols. Moreover, I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and you will be careful to observe My ordinances. You will live in the land that I gave to your forefathers; so you will be My people, and I will be your God.”
What had Jacob promised God at Bethel? “God, if You will do this, You will be my God.”

Genesis 35:3 “And let us arise and go up to Bethel, and I will make an altar there to God, who answered me in the day of my distress and has been with me wherever I have gone.”
“I will never leave you. I will never forsake you.” We can boldly say, “The Lord is my helper. I will not fear what man shall do to me.” Though you’re struggling, though life is difficult, hang on and cling to those promises because God stands by His word and His character. By verse 3 write “Genesis 28:18-22,” because that’s where Jacob makes his promise and God promises him.

Genesis 35:3 So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods which they had and the rings which were in their ears, and Jacob hid them under the oak which was near Shechem.
It’s at Shechem, in Genesis 12, when God calls Abraham and promises that He will make Abraham a blessing.

Genesis 12:5-6 Abram took Sarai his wife and Lot his nephew, and all their possessions which they had accumulated, and the persons which they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan; thus they came to the land of Canaan. Abram passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. Now the Canaanite was then in the land.
Where is Jacob now burying those idols? In Shechem at the oaks.

Genesis 35:5-7a, 9-12 As they journeyed, there was a great terror upon the cities which were around them, and they did not pursue the sons of Jacob. So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were with him. He built an altar there, and called the place El-bethel (The God of Bethel.) Then God appeared to Jacob again when he came from Paddan-aram and He blessed him. God said to him, “Your name is Jacob; you shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel shall be your name.” Thus He called him Israel. God also said to him, “I am God Almighty; be fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall come from you, and kings shall come forth from you. The land which I gave to Abraham and Isaac, I will give it to you, and I will give the land to your descendants after you.”
Here we have the account of Jacob. The death of Isaac is farther down the chapter.

Genesis 35:28-29 Now the days of Isaac were one hundred and eighty years. And Isaac breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his people, an old man of ripe age; and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him.
It was over. The conflict was over for awhile. Jacob came to the place of his vow at Bethel. His struggle was over and God was going to use him.
William’s Story
Reverend John Mender, the college dean, was a big man, ginger-haired and concerned for his students, but he had his hands full with William. On the day William arrived at that Christian college, he took out a big Scout knife, played around with it and took off running all over the adjacent golf course like an overgrown schoolboy. Shortly thereafter, he and his roommate went canoeing in their best suits. William stood up in the canoe, raised his oar and said, “I see an Indian!” Bang! And with that he fell into the drink. He leaned back and both of them fell into the river. William wrestled under beds; he knocked down bullies; he wore bright bowties and he charmed the girls. But Dean Mender had endless patience, sparkling eyes. He knew potential when he saw it. On Easter Sunday, March 28, 1937, he took William with him to go to a church service—a church service where the hunters came in, laid down their guns, about 25 or 30 of them in this little church, where the song director led the singing and every now and then would spit his tobacco juice into the spittoon. On the way, just before they got to that church, Mender looked at William and said, “You’re bringing the message.” William said, “There’s no way. I can’t do that.” Mender said, “Son, you’re bringing the message.” William had secretly studied four sermons and practiced them, trying to get them into his mind. They were four sermons that had been written by Scarborough. He was trying to frantically remember them. His time came; he went to the pulpit. He was shaking so badly. He was so frightened, struggling so much with his own ineptitude, with his own unpreparedness, that as he stood there he delivered all four messages in eight minutes. He ran out of things to say and, embarrassed, he sat down, sweat pouring all over him. That was the beginning of the preaching ministry of William Franklin Graham, known as Billy Graham, a young man who struggled.
Kay remembers reading a book of Billy’s years ago where he talked about a major struggle that he’d had in his life. It was a struggle that would either make or break his ministry although he didn’t know it at the time. That was a struggle with the inerrancy of the Bible. Was the Word of God in toto the Word of God, or did it simply contain the word of God? He went through that struggle. It was hard but he came out of it saying, “God I don’t understand it all, but I’m going to believe that this is Your book from cover to cover and this is all I’m going to preach.” That launched his ministry.
The promises of God: You struggle, you fight, you get shaky when you get away but you come back and you cling, because they will come to pass. The last chapter you studied was about Esau and Edom. You did a lot of homework and saw that there is a day coming when the struggle will be over even for the nations and for Israel.

Isaiah 34:1-2, 5 Draw near, O nations, to hear; and listen, O peoples! Let the earth and all it contains hear, and the world and all that springs from it. For the LORD’s indignation is against all the nations, and His wrath against all their armies; He has utterly destroyed them, He has given them over to slaughter. For My sword is satiated in heaven, behold, it shall descend for judgment upon Edom, and upon the people that I have devoted to destruction. 
This is the future of Edom. When the One comes who brings the struggle to an end, we ask:

Isaiah 63:1-4 “Who is this who comes from Edom, with garments of glowing colors from Bozrah, this One who is majestic in His apparel, marching in the greatness of His strength? “It is I who speak in righteousness, mighty to save.” Why is Your apparel red, and Your garments like the one who treads in the wine press? “I have trodden the wine trough alone, and from the peoples there was no man with Me. I also trod them in My anger and trampled them in My wrath; and their lifeblood is sprinkled on My garments, and I stained all My raiment. For the day of vengeance was in My heart, and My year of redemption has come.”
He’s coming. Get a hold of the promises of God. Cling to these promises; they are “yea” and “amen.” Don’t give up on your struggle; even though you limp know this: The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is with you and the struggle is almost over. He’s coming from Edom and the day of vengeance will be accomplished and the year of redemption will come. Your redemption. Don’t give up in the struggle. Persevere. Don’t let go.
1 Corinthians 15:58
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord, because God is God.
