Leviticus Lesson One

How Can a Sinner Hope to Approach a Holy God?      

How can I hope to be holy?

Leviticus:  God calls to His people “I want you to be Holy even as I am Holy.”

Context:

*Leviticus is one of the books of the Torah or Pentateuch.

It is the “crown jewel” of holiness.

*Genesis starts in the Garden of Eden, where man is given the opportunity to obey or disobey God.  Man chose to disobey.  

*Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned.

*Adam’s sin sent him hiding from God.  God goes into Eden and gets an animal, skins it, and covers Adam and Eve’s sin.  First death in the Bible (not mentioned), blood is shed for sin.  It is God who approaches man, not man who approaches God, because of his guilt and sin.  First covering for man’s sin.

Genesis then takes us to Ur where God chooses one man, Abraham.  

Gen 12:1-3.  See Gal 3:8 The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, "ALL THE NATIONS WILL BE BLESSED IN YOU." Land promised.

Genesis then takes us into Egypt, where the promise has passed to the children of Israel.  They are in bondage, as Genesis told us in 15:13-16.  

Exodus – story of exit from Egypt.
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         Egypt – Picture of the world

         Pharoah – Picture of Satan

         Children of Israel – Picture of Sin

         Passover Lamb – Picture of Jesus Christ as spotless lamb
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Moses takes the Israelites to the holy mountain, where he first heard God in the burning bush, Mt Sinai, to worship.  

Exodus gives five things:

1. Redemption by blood of a lamb

2. Law to live by (10 Commandments) and Ordinances for sacrifice

3. Place to Worship (in detail)

4. A Priest to mediate between God and Man

5. Picture of Redemption to come.

Leviticus takes place at the foot of Mount Sinai, after the tabernacle is built according to the patter God gave Moses.  God then speaks to Moses over a period of one month, telling people how to approach a holy God.

Answers 3 Questions on how can I approach a Holy God?

1. I’m a sinner.  Born in sin (Rom 3:23).  How do I have fellowship with God?

2. How does a sinner have the audacity to ask for help from God?

3. How do you deal with guilt that haunts you?

Leviticus gives the answers.

1.  Answer:  Psalm 24:1-5: The earth is the LORD'S, and all it contains; the world, and those who dwell in it. For He has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the rivers. Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD?  And who may stand in His holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood and has not sworn deceitfully. He shall receive a blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation.

This psalm is talking about Jerusalem, earthly Zion, where God will someday dwell.  There will be a temple there where Christ will rule and reign.  There will be sacrifices again by Israel as a nation.

2.  Answer:  Psalm 20:1-5:  May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble! May the name of the God of Jacob set you securely on high!  May He send you help from the sanctuary, and support you from Zion! May He remember all your meal offerings and find your burnt offering acceptable! May He grant you your heart's desire and fulfill all your counsel! 5We will sing for joy over your victory, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners. May the LORD fulfill all your petitions.

3. How do you deal with guilt?  Be holy.  Holiness is synonymous with obedience.  Numbers 14:39,40.  Remember the commandments of the Lord, not following your heart.

What do you do when you break commandments?  
Approach through the pattern of the tabernacle


Altar of Burnt offerings – Jesus died on the cross   
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Laver – Made clean through the washing of the Word


Table of Showbread – Eat the bread of life


Candlestand – Jesus is the light of the world


Altar of Incense:  Jesus is my mediator and high priest.


Veil between the holy place and holy of holies – Enter through the rent veil of Jesus Christ himself


Mercy Seat – Blood of our perfect sacrifice provides forgiveness and propitiation.
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It was the offering + sacrifice.

Two things helped them/us to approach a Holy God:

1. Offering – Lamb of God

2. Priest – Jesus our High Priest

Leviticus 1:1-3

The first offering is the burnt offering

Pattern in Genesis with Cain and Abel.  Abel offered a better sacrifice (Heb 11) through faith, which comes by hearing the word of God.  He offered a burnt offering; whereas Cain offered a fruit offering.  Cain’s countenance was a giveaway to his heart.

The offering was “acceptable” because of the shedding of blood.

Gen 8:20-21 – Noah made sacrifices to the Lord, offering burnt offerings on the altar.

Gen 22:  God called Abraham to offer Isaac as a burnt offering on Mount Moriah in Jerusalem.  God provided substitution ram.
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Exodus 10:25  Let us have sacrifices and burnt offerings to our God.

Five offerings in Leviticus

Burnt

Grain or Meal

Peace  

These three were voluntary

Sin and Guilt were obligatory
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Burnt offering – “Olah” to go up (the nostrils of God).  Psalm 51:19 “Kalil” Holocaust.  Think of consecration of a person to God out of love.

Burnt offering disposition:

Blood – God

Skin – Priest (Jesus, as my high priest, put on my skin, my humanity)

All else devoured by fire

Meal Offering – a present, tribute to God – no blood required.  

Peace Offering 


Man and God reconciled


Priest eats his part


People eat their part


God gets His part


Rev 3:20: 'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.
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Obligatory Offerings:

Sin – for unintentional sins.  Not ignorance, though, but going along with the flesh.  There is no offering for willful, rebellious sin – Numbers 15:27-31

For this offering only, blood goes all the way into the holy place, and is sprinkled on the veil and 4 horns of the altar of incense.  With sin, we need mediator, Jesus, through the rent veil of His flesh.

Guilt – for genuine guilt.  Requires confession, shed blood, and restitution.

