Precepts Ministries with Kay Arthur

Leviticus 11-15, lesson 3


What Difference Does Holiness Make?
It was the 14th century, the 1300’s were rolling along, and so was death. People were dying like flies. They were lying  like corpses in the streets all over Europe. The stench was absolutely terrible. Carts would come by and pick up the bodies, stack them, and take them and throw them into open graves. It was the bubonic plague, the Black Death. 

During that time the Jews were greatly persecuted. Not only did they estimate about 60 million Europeans died, 1 out 4 from the black death, but  also many Jews where put to death because they thought that it was the Jews who were the cause of this plague. They thought that it was because of the Jews that they were undergoing this horrible thing from God. So the Jews ran and the Jews fled, but they also died.
 It was the book of the Jews that had the answer for the plague. The church picked up the book of the Jews,, the book of Leviticus and they took that passage in Leviticus chapters 13 that says, take that sick person outside of camp, isolate that person so the plague doesn’t spread. That was the way the plague was evaded. 
There is a plague in our day, a plague in which people are dying, a plague in which relationships and homes and lives are being destroyed, a plague that has come upon this nation, a plague that brought sexually transmitted diseases, that has brought aids, has brought people to death, a plague of cancer even, that is causing younger and more people to die of that dreaded disease. 

Is there an answer?  I believe the answer is found in the book of the Jews, your book now, because we have come to know the Lord Jesus Christ, who was the King of the Jews.
I want us to go to that book and see what the cure is for the plague today, the plague that is destroying our nation and is going to take our nation under the judgment of God.  What is the cure? The cure is the same cure as it was in those days for a literal Black Death. The cure is to come out from among them and separate yourself and touch not the unclean. The cure for the plague is to be holy “even as I am Holy.”  This is the phrase that we pick up for the first time in Leviticus; I suggest that you put a chain of references in your bible.
Leviticus 11:44-45For I am the Lord your God. Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I am holy. And you shall not make yourselves unclean with any of the swarming things that swarm on the earth. 45 ‘For I am the Lord who brought you up from the land of Egypt to be your God; thus you shall be holy, for I am holy.’ ”

Now this phrase, “be holy because I am holy” is used several times in the book of Leviticus. Because it is repeated so many times it becomes the theme of Leviticus. 
Next to Leviticus 11:44 write, Leviticus 19.2 (Be sure to look in your marginal notes first to see if you can highlight it there.)

Leviticus 19:1-2Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 “Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.

Next to that verse, write Leviticus 20:7:




  Leviticus 20:7‘you shall consecrate yourselves therefore and be holy, for I am the Lord your God.

Consecrate means “sanctify yourself.” It is a verb form of being holy,
Leviticus 20:26‘Thus you are to be holy to Me, for I the Lord am holy; and I have set you apart from the peoples to be Mine.

During that time when anti-Semitism was arising and the Jews where being accused of all sorts of things, even though the world rejected them, they were God’s people. Even though people may reject them now, I am so thankful they have a land to go back to. As they go back to that land where they want to be safe and secure, there is also turmoil. You are going to find out why there is turmoil and what the answer to all this turmoil is as we study Leviticus because the answer is all in Leviticus; it’s in the Jews book. You are going to walk away with answers, answers not only for social situations and moral situations but also political situations.
 As we look at this I want you to remember that Israel is a nation set apart onto God. 

As we look at this phrase, “be holy for I am holy,” and look at  the first time it is used, it is used in a very odd setting, a setting where He is talking about what is clean and unclean, about what you eat and don’t eat, what you do with the carcasses of dead animals that are unclean.

But before we look at that, let’s look at a parallel to this:
1Peter 1: 14-15 As obedient children, do not be conformed to the former lusts which were yours in your ignorance, 15 but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior; 

Do you realize that if we were holy in all our behavior, and if we really obeyed this, it would change our relationships, our moral standards, our social encounters? It would change so much of our lives. It would give us confidence, and it would give us boldness if we really lived according to this verse.

1Peter 1: 16Because it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

What is he quoting? He is quoting that verse in Leviticus that you and I just looked at.
I want to go back to Leviticus and look at the setting where we first see this phrase:
In Leviticus 10:1-3 when He killed Nadab and Abihu, He killed them because they didn’t do what God had commanded them to do. They offered strange fire and as a result God said through Moses, “I will be treated as holy.”
Leviticus 11 the setting is:
1. What is clean and unclean

2. Eat or not eat

3. Touching carcasses 

4. Necessity of washing when you touch something that is unclean

Leviticus 11:46-47
This is the law regarding the animal and the bird, and every living thing that moves in the waters and everything that swarms on the earth, 47 to make a distinction (Holiness involves making a distinction.) between the unclean and the clean, and between the edible creature and the creature which is not to be eaten.

“Swarming” means like a mouse running across your living room. That is “swarming on the earth.”
These laws regarding eating where laws that would protect them. This wasn’t in the days of preservatives and refrigeration. Not only did these laws protect them, it also in a sense set them apart because no other people on the face of the earth had dietary laws. So He tells them, this is the law that makes a distinction between the clean and the unclean. This is a verse that I would   highlight in this section of Leviticus 11-15. 
Leviticus 12 the uncleanness of a woman associated with child birth. During that time she could not cook or clean. There was a self imposed rest if she had a son, and longer if she had a daughter. As God talks about the law, He talks about her purification, the offerings that are to be made, the burnt offering which was a consecration offering but there was also a sin offering.
But why a sin offering when I am with child? Answer: What did you bring into the world? A sinner.  “In sin did my mother conceive me.” We are born in iniquity. She has a time of purification and atonement that has to be made.  We will study atonement next week. Atonement means a covering. The priest made atonement for her, and then she becomes clean.

Leviticus 13 we have infections of the skin and leprosy. This leprosy we believe is not just the typical leprosy or Hanson’s disease that we know today. It was an infection of the skin; it was something that was external, something that could be seen.
 Word for “leprosy” is sara-at, tsara-ath.    It is a visible thing. It can be seen. It is associated with uncleanness and the need for isolation. Isolation stopped the plague; the church said we are to isolate them so they don’t contaminate others. In Leviticus 13 even the garments associated with leprosy had a certain treatment, and washing or burning. So if there was contamination, then there was isolation; in this also you see the role of the priest.

Leviticus 14:3And the priest shall go out to the outside of the camp. Thus the priest shall look, and if the infection of leprosy has been healed in the leper,

Leviticus 14
Cleansing of the leper’s mark.  You see the sprinkling of blood of birds, and washing of the clothes. Listen carefully because you are a kingdom of priests: But also you see the priest standing there looking at the skin determining whether that infection is gone or still there, determining whether that person is to be part of the community or isolated. 

In a sense it’s a picture to us of sin. When there is sin, and it can be seen and is very obvious, then what do you do with sin? What does the church do? Think of 1 Corinthians 5. The church was wrong because they allowed a man who had slept with his father’s wife to live among them and carry on business as usual. They were supposed to have put him out of the congregation.
1 Corinthians 5:7 Clean out the old leaven (sin) so that you may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened. For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed.

1 Corinthians 5:10-11I did not at all mean with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with idolaters, for then you would have to go out of the world. 11 but actually, I wrote to you not to associate with any so-called brother if he is an immoral person, or covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler—not even to eat with such a one.

Clean out the leaven of sin; the sins are listed. Who makes that decision? “The kingdom of priests” which is the church. If the whole church agreed to do that now, wouldn’t the blight on the church stop? Wouldn’t divorce disappear? But the church does nothing about it; the church closes they’re eyes. There are ramifications here. 

In this chapter which deals with leprosy, atonement is to be made.
Leviticus 15 is also very applicable for today:
· Being holy

· Being separated

· Being clean vs. unclean

· Washed, cleansed and having a covering for this condition

· Sacrifices, offerings to be made for these conditions
Leviticus 15 Discharges from the body. The first one mentioned is when any man has a generic discharge from his body and it is unclean. Menstrual or seminal discharges are natural but it makes the person temporarily unclean. But if she has a bloody flow other than her menstrual period then a purification and atonement must be made for that.
This subject of discharge was said to all the people, even the young men and women because our sexuality is part of our life. It is something that God made and He made it beautiful but He made it for the marriage bed. What is one of the plagues destroying our young people, that will destroy them and that will take them at the prime of their life, that will leave you weak? Sexually transmitted disease. How do you keep from getting a sexually transmitted disease? The safest way is to obey God and know that marriage is honorable. 
Heb 13:4Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.

There is to be a separation, there is to be a distinction. You and I are the children of God. It says in 1 Peter 2:9 that we are a royal priesthood, we are a holy nation, just as Israel was. And just as Israel was to be holy, God tells us in 1 Peter 1:16 to be  “holy even as I am Holy.” Holiness is purity. The Semitic root word for this is purity, it is devotion. It is purity of you and devotion to God; it is devotion to obey Him; it is devotion to His commandments. So you line up your life the way God says line up your life. I will tell you, if you want to be free from the plagues and the ills that are coming upon our nation, you will go back and look at these laws and you will know that those laws were not to cramp their lifestyle, but because God knows man, God knows disease, God knows health, and if you will listen to Him you will be protected in your desire to be “holy even as He is holy.” There is a distinction between clean and unclean. Everything is not just as sociality says when it says there are no absolutes. There are absolutes. God has laid down absolutes for His people Israel: this is what you are to eat, this is what you are to do when you have a child, when you have a skin infection, or discharges. This is part of being holiness. You are to be “Holy even as I am Holy.”
Leviticus 15:31Thus you shall keep the sons of Israel separated from their uncleanness, so that they will not die in their uncleanness by their defiling My tabernacle that is among them.”

As we bring this section to a close, I want you to look at Leviticus 15:31 and watch for the word separation.
Leviticus 15:31 “Thus you shall keep the sons of Israel separated from their uncleanness, so that they will not die in their uncleanness by their defiling My tabernacle that is among them.”
This was to prevent the scourge of syphilis; this was to prevent the scourge of gonorrhea. We haven’t seen the ravages of these diseases but it was all preventable if they would just listen to God who is holy.  Aides and sexually transmitted disease are preventable if you will listen to God who is holy unless you die in your uncleanness. You would die because you would defile My tabernacle. In other words, if they were unclean and they went into the tabernacle, God would kill them because they defiled His tabernacle.  Stop and think of the implications of that one:
1 Corinthians 6:19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

So with sexually transmitted diseases, what temple are you defiling? You are defiling the temple of the Holy Spirit. 
What does all this culminate in? In the Day of Atonement

Leviticus 16:30-31For it is on this day that atonement (covering) shall be made for you to cleanse you; you will be clean from all your sins before the Lord. 31 “It is to be a Sabbath of solemn rest for you, that you may humble your souls; it is a permanent statute.

Let’s put it into the context of our lives. 
Genesis:
· Chapter 3 we see the promise of a Savior when they sinned

· The need for redemption? Why?
· By one man sin entered into the world. 

· They listened to the serpent and ate from the tree of knowledge of good and evil

· That day sin entered into the world and death by sin

· Chapter 15 God makes a covenant with Abraham, promise of a seed
· Chapter 12 All the nations of Abrahams will be blessed
  Exodus: 
· The gospel of redemption in the Passover lamb

· the gospel of Tabernacle 

· The gospel the good news of salvation through the Lamb of God

· The blood of the Lamb that is shed and redeems us

· The priesthood

· Why, because we have a high priest, Jesus who makes redemption for us

 Leviticus:
· Separation of Redemption

· Redemption does not leave us in the world, separates us 

· We see the holiness of the  people of God
· God’s redemption, sanctification and glorification

The Bible is about redemption, sanctification and about glorification.
· We see our future

· How God is going to redeem us

· How he is going to take us to heaven

· How he is going to put heaven down on earth

The word “holy” is used in the Old Testament 469 times.
The noun for “holy” is qodesh. The 1st time the noun is used is Exodus 3:5. Moses is at Mt Sinai, the mountain of God.
Exodus 3:5 Then He said, “Do not come near here; remove your sandals from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy (set-apart, devoted to God) ground.”

Adjective for “holy” is quadosh, qadosh.  It is used 116 times; The 1st time it is used is in Exodus.
Exodus 19:5-6 Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; 6 and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.”

This word “holy” describes something as being devoted or dedicated, set apart for God.
Verb for “holy” is qadash, is sanctify, consecrate.
Used 1st time Genesis 2:3. So the verb is used first.  Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested from all His work which God had created and made.

If you took the Old Testament and translated it into Greek (called the Septuagint) and that’s what they did in the intertestament period, the Greek word for “holy” is hagios,  

When you think of “holy” think of the Semitic roots, think of purity, think of devotion so when God says “you should be holy even as He is holy” He is saying you should be pure and clean, devoted, set apart unto God. You should be dedicated to God, to the things of God, to the Word of God and from this comes a separation. 
The One that is the most holy, holy above all others, is the Lord of course, so He becomes our example.

1 Samuel 2:2 “There is no one holy like the Lord; indeed, there is no one besides You, 
Nor is there any rock like our God.

 Theme of Leviticus is sanctification, being set apart, being holy. 

Isaiah 1:4, (God is called the Holy One of Israel.) Alas, sinful nation, People weighed down with iniquity, Offspring of evildoers, Sons who act corruptly! They have abandoned the Lord, They have despised the Holy One of Israel, They have turned away from Him.

Isaiah 5:16 but the Lord of hosts will be exalted in judgment, and the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness.

Isaiah 57:15 For thus says the high and exalted One Who lives forever, whose name is Holy, “I dwell on a high and holy place, (Who does He dwell with?) And also with the contrite and lowly of spirit In order to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite.

“Holy” is one of God’s names.
In other words, God says, “Be holy.” You say, “I want to be holy, but I am not as holy as I should be. Will I ever dwell with Him?” Yes, if you’re holy, contrite, lowly and humble of heart,  if there is the submission to God and who He is.

Hebrews 12 is the chastening chapter. Remember Hebrews is the parallel to Leviticus.
In Hebrews there in persecution of Jewish Christians and they are in danger of drifting back to Judaism. He says “if you are really mine you will continue in the faith”.
Hebrews 12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.

No one will see the Lord without sanctification without holiness.
How am I holy? (Genesis) First of all you have to recognize that you are a sinner and unholy and you need to be cleansed. (Exodus) You have to realize that there is only One who can deliver you and there is only one way to be saved and that is through the blood of the Lamb, through the door of the temple. Jesus is the door; He’s the veil that stands between God and man. He’s the way, the truth, and the light. In Exodus we recognize that there is only one way to God and we believe on Him, Jesus the holy One of God.
 John 6:69 “We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.” 

Luke 2:21-22 and when eight days had passed, before His circumcision, His name was then called Jesus, the name given by the angel before He was conceived in the womb. 22 And when the days for their purification according to the Law of Moses were completed, they (Mary and Joseph) brought Him up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 

Jesus was circumcised on the eighth day. Mary had a boy. You know how many days she had to wait before she could go anywhere. She had to make an offering. What offering did she have to make? She had to make a sin offering to the Lord. She gave birth to the One without sin, but she was a sinner; He was without sin because He was the Son of God, conceived by the Holy Ghost. She brought Him up to Jerusalem and presented Him to the Lord. 

Luke 2:23-24 as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male that opens the womb shall be called (what?) holy to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice according to what was said in the Law of the Lord, “A pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

 For all of you who think every Christian should be prosperous; the mother of God in the flesh, the mother of Jesus Christ was poor. She could not make the rich man’s offering. She had to make a poor man’s offering.  But she may have been materially poor but spiritually she was rich.  
When she comes up there and makes the sacrifice, what is happening? Who is this one Jesus?

Matthew 1:20-21 But when he had considered this, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife; for the Child who has been conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21 “She will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 

He is going to save us from our sins so that we can be holy.
Who does God choose:

1 Corinthians 1: 27-29 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong, 28 and the base things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no man may boast before God. 

 1 Corinthians 1:30 But by His (God’s) doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, and redemption,

 What does Jesus become to you besides wisdom, righteousness and redemption?  He becomes sanctification.
When you come and believe on the One that Mary and Joseph carried into the temple, the Son of God, without sin who could take your sin and pay for your sin, redeem you and not only redeem you but sanctify you, set you apart and make you devoted to God, make you pure, He can wash away your sins.
What are you now?

2 Timothy 1:8-9 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord or of me His prisoner, but join with me in suffering for the gospel according to the power of God,
9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was granted us in Christ Jesus from all eternity,

 When He saved you, you were unclean, you were a sinner. Your works could never save you. He brought you out and redeemed you through the blood of the Lamb in order to make you holy. He declares you holy, and He gives you sanctification. This is a holy calling. He doesn’t just declare you holy; He wants you to be holy. You are in a state of holiness because you are set apart for God, called by a holy calling.
Ephesians 1:4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and blameless before Him. 

Ephesians5:27 that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 

That’s the redemption: Genesis - you’re a sinner. Exodus - you are redeemed. When you are redeemed, you are made holy, devoted to God, set apart. You are now purified and sanctified. Your sins are gone. But there is another call on your life.  Leviticus tells us that you are to live a holy life; you are to distinguish between the clean and the unclean. You’re to watch what you eat. 1 Peter is talking about holiness:
1Peter 1: 17-19 If you address as Father the One who impartially judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves in fear during the time of your stay on earth; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, 19 but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 

Do you see the redemption there?

1Peter 1:22-23 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified (holiness is purification) your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and enduring word of God. 

So there is a moving on in holiness.

Watch the parallel: 
1 Peter 2:1-2 Therefore, putting aside (separating) all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation, 

In Leviticus they had certain things that they could eat and not eat. What do you and I need to eat or drink that is clean? We need to drink the sincere milk of the word of God

Romans 12:1-2 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

Present your bodies to God as a living sacrifice, holy, set apart, acceptable to God. 
Do not be conformed to this world. How do you get squeezed into the world’s mold? By eating the world’s food, by living off the nauseating things that are on television which demean marriage, families, and righteousness. Be transformed by the renewing of your mind.
We are to eat the clean pure milk of the Word of God.
Also: We are to go on to solid food.

 Hebrews 5:13-14 for everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil. 

If all you want to see on Christian television is miracles, signs, wonders and hear about prosperity and you do not want to dig into the word of God, you are a babe and a follower of men.
1Peter 2:9-10 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light; 10 for you once were not a people, but now you are the people of God; you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy 
What are you?  You are a holy nation. The church is just like Israel was. You are a royal priesthood, and you are a people for God’s own possession. You are dedicated to God.
1 Peter 2:11-12 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war against the soul. 12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them; glorify God in the day of visitation. 

What are those fleshly lusts? They are the things seen by others; like in Leviticus: the infections, the leprosy and plagues that get us.
Do you see the separation? We are to separate ourselves from the world. We are to separate ourselves from our lusts, so when I come to the Lord I am sanctified. Yet there is a holiness I am to grow in, walk in. There is a holiness I am to perfect. It is a holiness that comes by separation. It comes by obedience, by staying away from that which is unclean, eating what God says, from abstaining from fleshly lusts that are going contaminate me, by keeping sexually pure, mind as well as body.
If you are going to be holy, you need to wash daily and frequently in the water of the Word to keep off the contamination of the world. If you don’t, you will find death spreading. 
Don’t be so proud that you think that you don’t need to wash in God’s Word everyday. If you are going to be “holy as He is holy” you’re made clean first of all by receiving Christ, but you stay clean by the washing of the water of the Word, obeying it, knowing what God says and obeying it. Then you will know the blessedness of being holy even as He is holy and perfecting holiness in your life.
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