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“Must-Know” Bible Words
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From Heb. “Kippur”, meaning “to cover”. Since Adam, God has provided the covering for man’s sin, thereby reconciling man to Himself. The perfect and final atonement was accomplished through the substitutionary death of Christ for sinners. The atonement through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ is the ground of forgiveness of sins and the acceptance with God of all penitent, believing sinners.

Covenant
   A binding promise, breakable only by death. God never breaks His covenant promises.
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Faith
Belief is essential to salvation. When the believing sinner accepts intellectually what the Bible teaches, trusts the Lord Jesus Christ, and yields completely to His authority, he is saved (Rom. 10:17; Acts 16:31, Eph 2:8,9). Old Testament saints such as Abraham were saved by faith just as people are today. 

Holy

Means “set apart”. It is one of God’s essential attributes which expresses moral perfection, complete purity. Every child of God is exhorted to exercise himself in the matter of personal holiness in character and conduct. An antonym of “holy” is profane.
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Justify
The legal act of a judge declaring a guilty party innocent. God declares all those who trust in Christ’s death for their salvation to be righteous, thereby justifying sinners.

Law

The portion of the Bible known as the Mosaic Covenant (primarily found in Exodus and Leviticus), made with the nation of Israel, that includes the moral law (Ten Commandments), the ceremonial (sacrificial) law, and the civil law. Attempting to keep God’s Law cannot save any man. The Law proved the impossibility of sinful man being able to fully satisfy a Holy God. The Law was designed to show us our need for Christ.

Leaven
A substance used to make dough rise. Such fermenting agents would include yeast, honey, etc. In the Old Testament, this ingredient was forbidden in most bread for ceremonial uses. In the New Testament, it represented “evil, malice, wickedness” because a little could spread through the whole loaf. Salt prohibited the corruption of fermentation.
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Mediator
One who goes between two parties to bring reconciliation and peace. Christ is the ONLY Mediator who, because of His death, can reconcile a sinner to God. 

[image: image7.wmf][image: image8.wmf]Mercy Seat
The lid of the Ark of the Covenant. Once a year on the Day of Atonement, the blood of the sacrifice was applied to the mercy seat and it became the meeting place between God and the nation of Israel. In the New Testament, Christ became our mercy seat or propitiation, satisfying a Holy God who could then show mercy to sinners. 

Priest
One who offers a sacrifice to God. Before Moses, the father acted as priest of his family. At Mt. Sinai, God appointed Aaron and his sons as priests or mediators between man and God who assisted Israel in keeping the rigid requirements of the sacrificial Law. Since Christ became the true High Priest, all believers, Jews and Gentiles, are considered “a kingdom of priests” (1 Peter 2:5, 9; Rev 1:6). The New Testament recognizes no special class of priest apart from the priesthood of all believers.
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Reconcile
means that someone has been changed from one position to another. Because of Christ’s death, a sinner estranged from God, as His enemy because of sin, can now be reconciled in joyful restored fellowship.
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To purchase a slave out of the slave market in order to set him free. God redeemed Israel from the slavery of Egypt and the plague of the first-born by the blood of the Passover Lamb. Christ is the Redeemer who sets man free from the slavery of sin. Since God’s penalty for sin is death, Jesus is the sinner’s Redeemer who, with His own death and blood, paid to set the sinner free.
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Sanctify
To “set apart” for holy purposes; consecrate. Every believer in Christ has been “set apart” by God. God’s will is that every believer set himself apart from evil things and practices. God provides His Word to teach man His ways. The Christian must earnestly and persistently pursue the reading and study of Scriptures with a desire to obey its teachings.

Sin
any deed or thought that is contrary to the revealed will of God, whether sins of commission or omission. All sin is primarily against God, whether we sin against others or ourselves. Sin is also the principle within man which is the source and power controlling his thoughts and actions. Sin is the inescapable part of all human nature inherited from our ancestor, Adam. Christ is the only one that has ever been without sin in every respect. That is why only He could be the Redeemer of mankind.
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Tithe
to pay a tenth. Presenting a tenth was an ancient custom before God gave the Law to Moses. The Mosaic Law required Israel to pay a tithe of all that the land and animals produced. A tenth of all possessions was to be dedicated to God to be used in the service of the sanctuary. Penalties were assessed to those caught cheating in tithing. There is no mention of tithing in the New Testament epistles. However, should we, as children of God’s rich mercy and grace, give any less?
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