Leviticus, Lesson 2

Kay Arthur

“BY THOSE WHO COME NEAR ME I WILL BE TREATED AS HOLY.  AND BEFORE ALL THE PEOPLE I WILL BE HONORED.”


From Leviticus 10:3
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What it means to be a priest unto God

Lev. 10:1

Nadab & Abihu offered strange fire

Lev. 10:2

Fire from the LORD consumed them

Lev. 10:3

HE will be treated as holy & will be honored

Lev. 10:8-9

Kay: They may have been a little bit happy
Lev. 10:9-10

Distinction between holy & profane, clean & unclean

Theme of Leviticus:  You are to be holy even as He is holy

What does this mean to us?
We are priests unto God

Gen. 14:18  
First use of word priest:  “And Melchizadek King of Salem brought                

out bread & wine; now he was a priest of God Most High.”(El Elyon)

Gen. 14:19-20  Melchizadek blessed Abraham and blessed God.

Priest—kohen—cohen

1.  Literally means an officiating priest, an acting priest
2.  Is found 741 times in OT; more than 1/3 of these references found in Torah; Lev. has about 185 references; Lev. Is the book of the Levites/priests

3.  According to Vines, is an authorized minister of deity; officiates at an altar

4.  Priestly office was established by the Lord in the days of Moses

Seen in Ex. & Lev.

Before Moses, heads of households acted as priests

5.  From the time of Moses, only the priests are appointed by God as priests; God chooses who may come near Him

Num. 16:5-7  Korah killed by God for invading the priesthood

6.  God established Moses, Aaron, & Aaron sons as priests in Israel

7.  A priest had duties


a.  After consecration, were to keep the priests’ office


Num. 18:7
Attend to the priesthood; a bestowed service; outsiders to 
die


b.  Priests acted as teachers of the Law


Mal. 2:6-7
Men should seek instruction from his mouth; messenger of 
Lord


c.  The priest acted in matters of health & jurisprudence


Dt. 21:5  

}How to live &walk with God; settled disputes; 


2 Chron. 19:8-11
}determined punishments (limited revealer of God)

If you are a child of God, then the priesthood has been bestowed upon you.

You are a kingdom of priests unto God.

Rev. 5:9-10
A kingdom & priests—like Melchizadek

1Cor. 10:1-2, (5)
With most of them God was not well-pleased

Lev. 8:1-5
Moses did exactly as the LORD commanded

Hebrews is like a commentary on book of Leviticus
Heb. 3:1
Consider Jesus, the Apostle & High priest of our confession

Heb. 3:2
Jesus was faithful to Him who appointed Him

Heb. 3:3-4
Builder of all things is God

The sacrifices we offer to God—difference between life & abundant life
Heb. 3:5
Moses faithful as a servant

Heb. 4:14
“Since we have a great high priest who has passed through the 


heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.”

Heb. 4:15
He was tempted in all things as we are

Heb. 4:16
Let us therefore draw near with confidence to the throne of grace

Heb. 5:1
Priests offer gifts & sacrifices for sins

Heb. 5:2-3
Offers sacrifices for the people & himself

Heb. 5:4-5
Honor is received when he is called by God

Heb. 5:5-6
Jesus, a priest forever according to the order of Melchizadek
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Washing/Clothing

Lev. 8  Consecration of Priests

Lev. 8:16
Aaron & sons washed with water



Naked; did not wash themselves

Eph. 5:25-27  Sanctification, cleansing by water of the word—holy; blameless


Lev. 8:7-9
Moses clothed them—a picture of us being clothed by Jesus Christ

Num. 27:21

Making decisions through Urim & Thummim

1 Sam. 28:6

To know the will of God

Col. 3:5-17
Put on the new self

Rom. 6
Died, buried, & risen with Christ—walk in newness of life

2 Cor. 5:17
New creation in Christ

Turban with Gold plate
“HOLINESS TO THE LORD”—What we are to wear

Lev. 8:10-12

Anointing

1 Jn. 2:20, 27
We already have the anointing of God

Eph. 1:13-14
Having believed you were sealed with the Holy Spirit

Rev. 1:5-6

He made us to be a kingdom, priests to God

Offerings:  Bull for sin; ram for burnt; ram for ordination

Lev. 8:22-24

Anointing with blood


Right is a place of prominence

Right Ear
Jn. 17:15,17,19
Sanctified in truth to hear the word of God

Right Thumb
1 Cor. 6:19, 20
body is temple of HS; glorify God in your body

Col. 3:23

whatever you do, do heartily as for the Lord

Mt. 5:30

If right hand offends, cut it off

Right Big Toe

1 Jn. 2

Our walk before the Lord; not in darkness

Isa. 52:11

Purify yourselves

What do you do as a priest to God?

Rom. 15:15-16
Ministering as a priest the gospel of God

Priests also offered sacrifices—what sacrifice are you to offer?

Romans 1-11
presents the whole gospel

Romans 12:1
present your bodies a living sacrifice holy, acceptable

(Service of worship)

We are to be a burnt offering. (Sin offering already made)

Heb. 13 
Go with him outside the gate (Give Him the sacrifice of praise)

Glory—give a proper estimate of—does your life give a proper estimate of who 
Jesus Christ is?

Our calling as priests is to act as mediators, giving the Good News.

As a priest, our duty is to live a holy, holy life.
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