Leviticus 8-10, Lesson 2


Fire from God! What’s the Message?
Let me ask you a question, what would you think about a God who when two men came to worship him, He just sent down fire from heaven and destroyed them? Now granted when they came, they came to worship him in their way, in the most convenient and easiest way and maybe   they were just a little bit happy, but they did come to worship Him.

 What kind of a God would do something like that? A God who is Holy would do something like that. A God who says to His people, and this is what he said in Leviticus on that day; by those who come near to Me, I will be treated as Holy. Before all the people I will be honored.
If you can imagine the Tabernacle, just take and put before it at least 600,000 men and add the women and add the children; place them standing at the door to the tabernacle that has just been erected. Then see these two men making strange fire and offering it on the altar. Imagine what happens when a fire comes out from before God and takes those two men. All these people are standing there and watching this. Then Moses says for God, “for those who come near to Me I will be treated as Holy.”  Why? Because He is a holy God.

Today we’re going to look at what it means to be a priest to God.  We’re going to look at what happened almost 3000 years ago and that what happened on that day 3000 yrs ago has a message for you and me on how we are to live, on the way we are to relate to a Holy, Holy God. We will see it as we look at what it means to be a priest unto God.
Leviticus 10:1
Now Nadab and Abi'hu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer, and put fire in it, and laid incense on it, and offered strange fire before the LORD, such as he had not commanded them.

We don’t know exactly where they offered it, but they either offered it in the outer court or they went into the holy place in front of the veil. But somewhere along the way they picked up a strange fire, a fire not ordered by God. They put incense on it. They did it their way. Now listen, when you come to God, you don’t come to God your way, you come to God His way.
Leviticus 10:2-3 And fire came out from the presence of the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord.
3 Then Moses said to Aaron, “It is what the Lord spoke, saying, ‘By those who come near Me I will be treated as holy, And before all the people I will be honored.’ ” So Aaron, therefore, kept silent.
Now what did they do. They brought two of the cousins and took those dead men outside the camp. The priests where forbidden to touch anything that was dead. It would make them unclean.
8 The Lord then spoke to Aaron, saying,
9 “Do not drink wine or strong drink, neither you nor your sons with you, when you come into the tent of meeting, so that you will not die—it is a perpetual statute throughout your generations—
That’s why I said in the introduction that they might be a little happy because it is so interesting that God says this right after He kills Nadab and Abihu. 
We think that Nadab and Abihu went into the holy place in front of the veil because that part was technically called the tent of meeting (v. 9).
Leviticus 10:10 and so as to make a distinction between the holy and the profane, and between the unclean and the clean,


Do you know what you are going to learn in the book of Leviticus? You are going to learn to make a distinction between that which is Holy and that which is profane, between that which clean and unclean. You’re going to learn how to distinguish that. Why? In next week’s lesson you’re going to see that the whole theme of Leviticus is that you are to be holy even as He is Holy.  He is to be treated as holy. They died because they did not make a distinction between that which was holy and that which was profane. They offered strange fire instead of what God had told them to offer.  They did not distinguish between the clean and the unclean.
Now I want to ask the question again: What does this mean to you who were living almost 3000 years later? I want us to look at the application it has for our lives today, because if you are a child of God you have something in common with Aaron and Aaron’s sons. The commonality is the fact that you are a priest unto God. God said, “I will be treated as Holy.” He had priests that would treat him as Holy.  
I want to look with you at the first time the word “priest” is used in the word of God.

It’s not going to mean much to you now but it will have ramifications for you in just a little while as we move on to this study.
Genesis 14:18

And Mel-chiz'edek king of Salem brought out bread and wine; he was priest of God Most High.

He was a priest of God most High of El Elyon (Hebrew). He was the priest of the one and only true God.
Genesis 19-20
19] And he blessed him and said, "Blessed be Abram by God Most High, 
maker of heaven and earth; 
[20] and blessed be God Most High, 
who has delivered your enemies into your hand!"
Who was Melchizedek and how is he described here: 

1. He is described as the king of Salem. So he is a king and later on Salem becomes Jerusalem. 
2. He is also a priest. So he is both a king and a priest.

Let’s look at “priest”:
1. The word for priest is kohen. It’s pronounced kohane.  The Jews now spell if “cohen.” It means literary an officiating priest, also an acting priest.
2. The word is found 741 times in the Old Testament. More that 1/3 of all these references are found in the Torah (the first five books of the Bible). We call it the Pentateuch.
Leviticus has about 185 references. What is the book of Leviticus about? It is the book of the Levites, the book of the priests. Levi is the tribe that Aaron came from.

3. Vines dictionary says: A priest is an authorized minister of deity, of God. He officiates at an altar. All this will have implications for your life, so hang on.

4. What does a priest do?  He performs sacrificial, ritualistic, mediatorial duties; he represents the people before God. We think of priests and then we think of prophets.
 A prophet is an intermediary between God and the people. But the priest is there to offer the sacrifices, goes through the duties to where he mediates between God and His people.

5.   The Jewish priestly office was established by the Lord in the days of Moses. We see that in the book Exodus and the Book of Leviticus. This is what it is all about. Leviticus is a book about the Levites. It was established then but did people act as priests before that? Yes, heads of households acted as priests. You find Abraham being a priest and offering on an altar. Noah was a priest and offered on an altar. Job offered sacrifices for his children in case they have sinned. But after Moses when the tabernacle was put in place, when Exodus and Leviticus and the Law is laid down in those two books, then we know that from that day on, only the priests are appointed by God as priests .  
In Numbers 16:5-7 Korah comes to make a sacrifice before God. He tells Moses and Aaron that they aren’t the only ones that can come to God. He can come to God. God kills Korah because he was not of the sons of Aaron; he wasn’t ordained by God as a priest.
Numbers 16:5-7 (NASB95)
5 and he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying, “Tomorrow morning the Lord will show who is His, and who is holy, and will bring him near to Himself; even the one whom He will choose, He will bring near to Himself.
6 “Do this: take censers for yourselves, Korah and all your company,
7 and put fire in them, and lay incense upon them in the presence of the Lord tomorrow; and the man whom the Lord chooses shall be the one who is holy. You have gone far enough, you sons of Levi!”

On that day God makes a choice.
6. God established Moses, Aaron and Aaron’s sons as priests in Israel. As you study Leviticus, you will see that in the generations to follow there where certain requirements that they had to meet in order to officiate as a priest.

7. A priest had duties. After consecration they were there to keep the priest’s office. 
Numbers 18:7
 But you and your sons with you shall attend to your priesthood for everything concerning the altar (Remember – this is going to have something to do with you.) and inside the veil, and you are to perform service. I am giving you the priesthood as a bestowed service, but the outsider who comes near shall be put to death."
Korah was put to death because the priesthood was not bestowed on him. Now listen to me, every human being that is living in this day and age who has not been made a priest by God will die in eternal death. You say, I thought God was loving. Yes He is but, He is also Holy and He must be treated as Holy. He must be approached as a holy God. You say well how I can have this bestowed priesthood. Well that’s what we will talk about. 

Priests acted as teachers of the Law. They were required to teach the word of God to the people. Now there are a number of references on this. Let’s go to Malachi, the last book in Old Testament.

Malachi 2:6-7

"True instruction was in his mouth and unrighteousness was not found on his lips; (He is talking about Levi.)  he walked with Me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many back from iniquity 7. “For the lips of a priest should preserve knowledge, and men should seek instruction from his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.
So the priest not only officiated at the altar and at the sacrifices and inside the veil but he was the one who gave the instruction, the one that explained how a person was to live and how they were to walk with God. The priest acted in matters of health and jurisprudence.

They served as a limited revealer of the will of God. He would pronounce this is leprosy, this is not leprosy, this is what you’re to do, this is what you’re not to do. He determined punishment for murder and other civil matters. You see this in Deuteronomy 21:5 and 2 Chronicles 19:8-11.

So these were the duties of the priest. Now as we look at this, we are standing here over 3000 years later. What does this have to do with us? If you are a child of God then the priesthood has been bestowed upon you. You are a kingdom of priests onto God; the priesthood has been bestowed upon you. 

The four living creatures and the 24 elders are standing before God. They are singing a song to the Lord, and they are singing about those that have been redeemed, those that have been purchased for God.
  Revelation 5:9
And they *sang a new song, saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation.
In other words this kingdom of priests knows no racial boundaries it knows no color boundaries, no language boundaries, its men from every tribe and every tongue and every nation.
Revelation 5: 10

"You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."
Melchizedek, the very first priest that we meet, is a king and a priest. In the New Testament who are those that are a kingdom and a priest, those that are going to reign someday on earth, those that are priest for God? Those that have been redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. If you have been redeemed by the blood of the lamb you have will never suffer eternal death. You have passed from death to life, and Jesus Christ is in you. When you die you are absent from the body and you are present with the Lord. 
You say, “I don’t have to sweat it then.” Oh yes you do. You don’t have to sweet eternity but you have a responsibility as a priest to treat God as Holy, to honor Him among the people, among all those who live. All those that gathered outside the tabernacle that day for the consecration of priests were not believers. I Corinthians 10:1-2 tells us they were a mixed multitude. When all that happened, they saw the holiness of God; they saw the righteousness of God.
We are going to parallel what happened in Leviticus 8 with what is done to us. I am not going to pull fanciful theology out of the air. I am going to give you scripture that parallels all of this.
Leviticus 8: 1-4
The LORD said to Moses, 
[2] "Take Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments, and the anointing oil, and the bull of the sin offering, and the two rams, and the basket of unleavened bread; 
[3] and assemble all the congregation at the door of the tent of meeting." 

I want you to see that Moses is not doing his own thing, but he is doing exactly as the Lord commanded him.
Leviticus 8:4-5

[4] And Moses did as the LORD commanded him; and the congregation was assembled at the door of the tent of meeting.
[5] And Moses said to the congregation, "This is the thing which the LORD has commanded to be done."
So everything that you and I are going to see is because the Lord had commanded it.

I want to get you started in Hebrews 3; I want you to see an awesome, awesome parallel. Hebrews is a commentary on the book of Leviticus. 

Hebrews 3:1
Therefore, holy brethren, who share in a heavenly call, consider Jesus, the apostle and high priest of our confession.

He is speaking to believers, those that have become a kingdom of priests unto God. He says, “Consider Jesus the apostle the high priest of our confession.”  These are the people are being persecuted, these are the Jews that have left the tabernacle and are now worshiping Jesus as their High Priest. But in the midst of that they are getting persecution from Jews and from the world. In the midst of this, they are torn and they are headed towards this eternal city and this eternal life and yet they’re thinking it’s too hard, it’s too difficult. So they are shrinking back.  They’re being persecuted, things are being stolen, they are being put in prison. They are drawing back. The writer of Hebrews is saying, “No, no stop for a minute, consider Jesus.” 
Now remember they are Jews that have come to believe in Jesus Christ.

 I have many friends that are Jews that have come to believe in Jesus Christ. They are persecuted by the Jews and by the world; just like you and I are persecuted by the world.

Hebrews 3:2

He (Jesus) was faithful to Him (God) who appointed Him, just as Moses also was faithful in God's house.

Moses was faithful in his house, and Jesus was faithful in His house. Jesus was faithful to the One who appointed Him.  

We are going to see that Moses is the one that consecrates the priests, and Jesus is the one that consecrates you.
God is the one who consecrated Jesus as a High Priest. We are going to see what it means to us “precious one” because what I want you to understand is that you are a kingdom of priests onto God. Now watch 
Hebrews3:3-4

Yet Jesus has been counted worthy of as much more glory than Moses as the builder of a house has more honor than the house. 
[4] (For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.)

God is the one that inaugurated Moses and his house. God was the One who inaugurated Jesus and His house. You and I are going to see that there are parallels to you and to me. There is a call upon our lives. The call is that we are to remember that we are a holy priesthood onto God. As Moses offered up sacrifices, so you and I offer up sacrifices. What are those sacrifices? We are going to see. I am going to tell you that those sacrifices make the difference between life and abundant life. That’s what you don’t want to miss. You want to remember that He is a Holy God, and He will be treated as holy. He will be honored by all those who come to Him. Even as a child of God, if you do not treat Him as holy, He will have to chasten you. You don’t want to be chastened by a holy God.

Now, what I want us to do as we look at the priesthood, as we look at Moses inaugurating this priesthood, and consecrating these priests, I want us to make sure we understand that there is a picture here for us. That picture is seen in:
Hebrews 3:5
Now Moses was faithful in all God's house as a servant, to testify to the things that were to be spoken later,
Look at this drawing. Hebrews 3:1-6 says Moses was appointed over his house.
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1. What was Moses?

a. From the Tribe of Levi 

b. Aaron was his brother and part of this house

c. As were Aaron’s sons  
Moses was faithful over his house. The writer of Hebrews is talking to Jews who have left the worship in the temple. In Hebrews the temple is still standing. It has not been destroyed. Hebrews was written before 70-AD. They have walked out of this and believed in Jesus Christ.  
God has made them a kingdom and priests onto God. Now they are an anointed priesthood, the priesthood has been bestowed upon them by God; even as the priests in Leviticus had the priesthood bestowed on them because they were of the tribe of Levi. 
The recipients of the letter to the Hebrews no longer belong to Moses’ house, but to Jesus’ house. He’s our elder brother. Who is His house? It’s us; so we are part of His family.  
Now it’s God who has appointed Jesus, so let’s take this parallel even further:
Heb 3:2

He (Jesus) was faithful to him who appointed him, just as Moses also was faithful in God's house.
Heb 4: 14
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.

No matter the persecution, no matter the people who don’t understand, no matter if it costs us our life, we are to hold fast our confession. Your faith will be tested “beloved.”It’s going to get worse as the day of Christ is coming near us, and it is coming very near. The world is going to hate you. Hold fast your confession because:
Hebrews 4:15

For we have not a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.

Now how do I know that?  Because Jesus put on my humanity; He was tempted as I have been. 

Heb 4:16
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

In other words, we do not have to come to God through an earthly tabernacle. We don’t have to come to another priest who mediates for us. Why? Because Jesus is our High Priest, because Jesus entered into the presence of God. Now you and I can come into the presence of God boldly to find grace for help in time of need. We can come. Why? Because we are priests, because of The sacrifice and The offering:
Heb 5:1
For every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins.

So the priests that would go into the temple or tabernacle would offer gifts, sacrifices for sin. That’s what the earthly priests did in Moses house:
Hebrews5:2-3

He can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset with weakness. 
[3] Because of this he is bound to offer sacrifice for his own sins as well as for those of the people.

The earthly priests understood because they were just men.
Hebrews 5:4-5

And one does not take the honor upon himself, but he is called by God, just as Aaron was. 
[5] So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, "Thou art my Son,
Could Jesus become a High Priest technically? What tribe was Jesus from? Judah. No one but a Kohen could belong to the priesthood. How did Jesus get there? Now watch, and remember what have we studied about Melchizedek.
Hebrews5:5-6
So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but was appointed by him who said to him, "Thou art my Son, 
today I have begotten thee"; 
[6] as he says also in another place, "Thou art a priest for ever

according the order of Melchiz'edek."

So yes, Jesus was from Judah, but He was a priest like Melchizedek that had no beginning and no end, and who had no genealogy. So Jesus was appointed a priest after the order of Melchizedek. 
Now let’s move to Leviticus chapter 8 and see what happened on that day when Moses gathered the children of Israel in front of the tent along with Aaron and his sons. What happened on that day?

Leviticus 8: 6

And Moses brought Aaron and his sons, and washed them with water.

They believed that when they came near that they literally where standing there absolutely naked. They did not wash themselves on that day that they were consecrated as priests. They did not wash themselves. Moses washed them. Moses washed those of his house who were to become priests. When God consecrates you as a priest onto Himself, you don’t have to wash yourself. You can’t get yourself clean, but Jesus your High Priest strips off those filthy rags of your self-righteousness. He washes you in His blood. He washes you through His word, and what is His goal?
Ephesians 5: 25ff
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her, (He gave Himself up on the cross.) that He might sanctify (set-apart, holy)  her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 
[27] that He might present the church to Himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.

Don’t you want to be holy before God? Don’t you want to be blameless? 
Let’s go back to Leviticus chapter 8.  The priests are naked. They have been washed. Now Moses puts clothing on them. This is a picture of you and I being clothed by Jesus Christ. You have Moses washing; you have Jesus washing. You have Moses clothing them; Jesus clothing us, putting on garments of righteousness. The details are in Exodus 28.

Leviticus   8:7-9
And he put on him the coat, and girded him with the girdle, and clothed him with the robe, and put the ephod upon him, and girded him with the skillfully woven band of the ephod, binding it to him therewith. 
[8] And he placed the breastpiece on him, and in the breastpiece he put the Urim and the Thummim. 
[9] And he set the turban upon his head, and on the turban, in front, he set the golden plate, the holy crown, as the LORD commanded Moses.

Here Aaron stands in linen. He puts on the blue robe of the ephod. The ephod has straps and on the shoulder straps are the names of 12 tribes of Israel showing that when he goes into the presence of God, he is not going in for himself but he’s going in on behalf of the 12 tribes of Israel. Even as you and I go into the presence of God as a priest to intercede on behalf of others, remembering I am never alone, I am part of the body, part of the church of Jesus Christ, part of a holy priesthood.

Then it came down like a skirt wrapped around and open in the front and the colors were the colors that where used in the curtains in the tent of meeting. Attached to that was this breast piece that had four rows with 3 stones in each row with the names of tribes of Israel. In other words, whenever he appeared before God in the tent of meeting, he appeared on behalf of the people. But in the breastpiece was a pouch and in the pouch there was the Urim and the Thummim. We don’t know everything about the Urim and the Thummim, but we do know this is the way they discerned the will of God. So they are to know the will of God. Remember that. It will pertain to you in just a minute. 

Next to the Urim and the Thummim in Leviticus 8:8 write Numbers 27:21 and 1Samuel 28:6. (See marginal note if you have an Inductive Study Bible.)  and you will see them making a decision through the Urim and the Thummim. 

This young man graduated from seminary. He was an outstanding student.  He was educated beyond his intelligence. He thought he had all the answers. He went to this church. He heard about this old man, a layman, that was known for his wisdom. All the people would come from all over for his wisdom. The young man thought, I am going to see how much this layman knows. He said to the old man, “What about this Urim and Thummim? Tell me what it means. The old man said, “I really don’t know exactly, but I know it was used to tell the will of God. I just learned this, take the r  in Urim and put in an s  and you will see what it means to me, Usim and Thummim  (us and thumbing) through the word of God to know what the will of God is.

This Bible is the will of God. You have been given the mind of God and the heart of God so that you are clothed. I will give Colossians 3:5-17 We won’t go there but he talks about you coming to know Christ.  Romans 6 says that when Christ died, you died with Him. When He was buried, you were buried with Him. When Christ rose from the dead, you rose with Him.  You where risen to walk in newness of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if any one is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, behold, the new has come.

You were clothed with the righteousness of Jesus Christ. Put on that new man and live accordingly. As Aaron was clothed, you and I are clothed. As Aaron wore those clothes and went into the presence of God, he wore the turban on the front was a gold plate which said Holy to the Lord (Ex. 28.36). You and I need to remember, that’s what we are to wear emblazoned on our forehead, kept before us at all times. What I do I am to do as unto the Lord because He will be treated as holy as He says in Leviticus chapter 10.

Moses anointed them:

Leviticus 8:10-12
Then Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them. [11] And he sprinkled some of it on the altar seven times, and anointed the altar and all its utensils, and the laver and its base, to consecrate them. [12] And he poured some of the anointing oil on Aaron's head, and anointed him, to consecrate him.

If you are a child of God you have the anointing of God already because you have the Holy Spirit.
1 John 2: 20-21, 27

But you have been anointed by the Holy One, and you all know. 
[21] I write to you, not because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and know that no lie is of the truth.

[27] but the anointing which you received from him abides in you, and you have no need that any one should teach you; as his anointing teaches you about everything, and is true, and is no lie, just as it has taught you, abide in him.

You already have the anointing.
Ephesians 1:13-14
In him you also, who have heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and have believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
[14] which is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.
That anointing is the picture of the Holy Spirit. 
Well then, Moses consecrated them and made them priests under God’s command. Jesus consecrated you and me.

Revelation 1:5-6

and from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth. To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood 
[6] and made us a kingdom, priests to his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

Well after this came the offerings: bull offering for sin, ram offering for the burnt offering and then another ram for the ordination offering. Not only are you anointed with the oil of the Spirit but with the blood. 

So what did Moses do? He took the blood, and he put it on their right ear. The right is a place of prominence.  (Leviticus 8:22-24)
Go to John 17. Listen to this in the light of all that you have learned. Jesus is praying.

John 17:15, 17, 19
15] I do not ask You to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one.
17] Sanctify (make holy) them in the truth; thy word is truth.

19] For their sakes I (Jesus) sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth.
When he touched the ear of the priest, they knew that is was so that they would hear the word of God. 
When you find them in trouble as in the book of Jeremiah, He said, “You did not listen.” When we get in trouble, we are not listening. When we just come to God casually, when we just pick up any old fire like they did in Leviticus 10, and think we can come to God in our own way, that’s when we get into trouble. 

Then what did Moses do? He touched their right thumb with the blood. What was this a picture of?
1 Corinthians 6:19-20
Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God? You are not your own; 
[20] you were bought with a price. So glorify God in your body.

As the Psalms says, everything in this temple (my body) is to say holy to the God. (Col. 3. 23)
If your right had offends you, what? Matthew 5 says cut it off; it’s to be holy onto the Lord.
Then Moses anointed right big toe. What was this a picture of? Those who follow Jesus, walk as Jesus walked. They do not walk in darkness. (John 8:12). So it speaks of our walk before the Lord.
Isaiah 52:11

Depart, depart, go out thence, touch no unclean thing; go

 out from the midst of her, purify yourselves, you who bear the vessels of the LORD.
Well, what do you do as a priest to God? Look at Romans 15. If I’m a priest under Moses, I’m going to officiate, I am going to do sacrifices, I’m going to wash.  I have the table of showbread; I have the 7 branched candlestick; I got the altar of incense and the sin offering. Blood is going to be sprinkled before the veil. The veil is a picture of the flesh of Jesus Chris. Then inside is the ark of the covenant, and I am going to be ministering in there. All of this is a story of the gospel of Jesus Christ where He was sacrificed for us on the altar of Calvary. Moses did all of this at Mt Sinai; Jesus made you a priest at Mt Calvary. So as a priest, he is telling the good news of the Gospel. Now what are you to do?
Romans 15: 15-16

But on some points I have written to you very boldly by way of reminder, because of the grace given me by God 

16] to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles in the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the offering of the Gentiles may be acceptable, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

You are to minister the gospel of God. 

What else did the priests do? The priests offered sacrifices. What are you to offer as a sacrifice? The book of Romans 1-11 take you through the whole gospel to both Jew and Gentile. It represents the whole gospel. It shows how you are justified by faith apart from works. After we are told all that Christ has done, in Romans 11 it says, “And from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him belongs the glory for ever and ever.” 
Then the writer of Romans under the inspiration of God says: 

Romans 12:1 Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.


What is the first sacrifice any priest gives? He’s been consecrated, so now what does he do? He throws himself on the altar as a sin offering? No, the sin offering has already been made, but as a burnt offering. He presents himself as a burnt offering where everything goes up to God in a sweet aroma; I love you God and I am presenting my body to you. I want You to know and understand that my first duty as a priest is to offer the sacrifice of myself to You. Take my mind; I want to love You with all of my mind. Take my body, my soul, and my desires; I want to love You with all my heart.  I want to love You with all my strength. This, my friend, is your offering as a priest. 

You say life is hard, so what do you do?

Hebrews 13
 You go with Him (Jesus) outside the camp as He bore His reproach. As you go and as it’s hard, what do you do? You offer to Him the sacrifice of praise. Why? Because as Melchizedek was a priest who lived forever, as Jesus Christ is a priest who lives forever, He has anointed you as a priest and you will live forever and ever and ever in the presence of God. This is the sacrifice; this is what He calls you to. You are a priest onto God. 
Now how are you living? Is everything in His temple, your body, that He redeemed and consecrated, is it saying glory to the Lord? 

What does glory mean? Glory means to give a proper estimate of.  Does your life give a proper estimate of who Jesus Christ is?  That’s your calling as a priest. Out of your lips ought to come words that can draw others to the knowledge of God. Out of your mouth ought to come the gospel that you can bring to others, acting as a mediator giving to them the good news: be yea reconciled to God. We are ambassadors for Jesus Christ, and God does beseech through us: be reconciled onto God. “He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”  (2 Corinthians 5:21)
As a priest our duty is to live a holy, holy life.  You can’t walk into Gods presence and worship Him your way. There is no strange fire because in Hebrews what does he say? In Hebrews he talks about the chastening hand of God. If you and I don’t walk the way we are supposed to walk, He has to chasten us. Why? Because we belong to Him. You bear the name Christian, precious one, and as a Christian you are a priest onto God. You need to remember that. Not only a priest, but someday you are going to rule and reign as kings on this earth with the King of Kings.

Father as we bow before You, may we begin first of all in our hearts individually with the sacrifice of praise. May we praise you fro who you are, the sovereign ruler of all the universe, a holy God, a righteous God, just and fair in all Your ways, a God who is to be honored, a God before whom continuous praises are offered day and night before your throne as cherubim and seraphim and the 24 elders and the four living creatures cry, “Holy holy holy is the Lord God almighty.” Heaven and earth are full of Your glory. Glory be to Thee, God Most High.
Revelation 4:11 “Worthy are You, our Lord and our God, to receive glory and honor and power; for You created all things, and because of Your will, Your pleasure, they existed, and were created.” We offer You, Father, the sacrifice of praise, the fruit of our lips. In Your name we pray, Amen.
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